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Hollywood, Racketeers Heaven, 
But Small Timey in Chiseli 


Ho!tlywood, July 22. 

Petty grifters and racketeers are 
working Hollywood continuously 
with old and new rackets, mostly 
old. There isn’t a gyp too old to be 
resurrected for successful opera- 
tion here. Grift gags that couldn’t 
attract the town idiot in Council 
Bluffs will get a sympathetic ear 
and dough from the locals. 

“Hot” furs, phony diamonds and 
“imported” cloths are still. good 
business in Hollywood. These gyps 
have been discarded elsewhere by 
grafters who have any imagination, 
but display the phonies among a 
flock of smart picture people and 
sales are made. Any day at any 
time a couple of slick gees may be 
seen on the Boulevard, wearing 
sailor hats and carrying supposedly 
smuggled wares. And they get the 
big shots. 

All-Horse Tips 

A former jockey has cleaned up 
in Hollywood giving tips on the 
races. Now that the merry-go-round 
is working across the border he’s 
at it again. He works the cuff 
game, tipping each horse in the race 
to different clients. If it’s a six 
horse race he sends out six tips and 
somebody’s bound to win. Crude, 
but it works. A director at one of 
the major studios has been con- 


on page 41) 


LENIN, SOVIET SAVIOR, 
IN POST-MORTEM FILM 


Moscow, July 12. 
Nikolai Lenin, idolized leader of 
the Russian revolution whose earth- 
ly remains are still preserved by his 
disciples, will take a post-mortem 
Part in a Soviet talking film. 
Newsreel shots of Lenin address- 


ing meetings and demonstrations 
are available here. So are phono- 
&taph records of some of those 


Speeches. The two things will now 
be synchronized and worked into a 
talker under local production. 

Soviet public will in this fashion 
have the thrill of not only seeing 
-Eut actually hearing the father of 
their country, the former agitator 
of New York’s east side. 


Unseen in Hollywood 


Hollywood, July 22. 

The Garbo. 
Vaudeville actors in vaudeville. 
Last year’s coat. 
Good fruit. 

People who didn’t buy a cheap 

car “just to run around in.” 

Anything opening without “lights.” 
Cotton underwear, 

Bly gals. 

“oreigners without a collar clasp. 
$5 musicals. 

Five-cent subways. 

Drama critics. 

Picture columnists without an “I.” 
°Mposers afoot. 
“ople sleeping under 


blankets 


“Lifting” Too Hot 


Hollywood, July 22. 
The wholesale “lifting” of 
material by pictures from 
shows and acts in the east is 
no more. There’s too many of 
the eastern bunch out here. 
As soon as any of ’em spot 
a piece of business of which 
they know the origin—out go 
wires to the friend back home 
advising of the ‘‘cop.” Thence 
starts the dispute, which 
means Western Union and Pos- 
tal can’t lose. 


FILM STARS IN WAX 
AS SEASHORE DISPLAY 


Atlantic City, July 22. 

A film stars Hall of Fame is in the 
making here. Life size figures 
sculptured in wax of a score of the 
screens’ luminaries feature’ the 
Hollywood Exhibit on the _ Steel 
Pier. It has established 
through the co-operation of the 
various picture producing firms. 

The exhibit housed in one of the 
large auditoriums of the pier pro- 
vides visitors with a real peep be- 
hind the scenes, There are faith- 
ful reproductions of the stars and 
displays ranging from _ personal 
trinkets contributed by famous 
plavers, to costly studio equipment, 
costumes and “props.” 

Another feature is in an instruc- 
tive display entitled “what makes 
the movies talk.”” The RCA Photo- 
phone Corp’n, in co-operation with 
Columbia Pictures, has _ installed 
equipment and illustrate just how 
sound on films is projected. Max 
Factor, Hollywood make-up king, 
has an interesting exhibit. 

“Variety” is on display with the 
notation that it is the showman’s 
Bible and read by everybody in the 
industry every week. 

Eddie Corcoran, until recently one 
of Paramount-Publix exploitation 
specialists, is in charge of the ex- 
hibit. He has enlisted th. co-opera- 
tion of the following firms: War- 
ner Bros., Christie Studios, United 


Artists, Paramount-Famous Lasky 
Corp’n, Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer, 
Radio Pictures, Fox Film Corp’n, 


Universal Pictures, Mack Sennett, 
D. W. Griffith and others. 


Masonry on Film 


Hollywood, July 22. 

What perhaps is the first feature 
length industrial picture to be made 
by the Metropolitan Studios is for 
the Masonic Grand Lodge. 

The film is planned to show all 
phases of Masonry. It is to be re- 
reased through the Masonic lodges 
throughout the country. 

Cast and director not yet 
lected. 
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VARIETIES 


“Variety” as Descriptive 35 
Years Ago, Before Keith’s 
Adopted ‘“Vaudeville”— 
Back to First Name, 


“Variety,” the Newspaper 


COVERS ALL SHOWS 


R-K-O has decided to discontinue 
the use of the word “vaudeville” 
in describing and billing its stage 


but Plural Because of | 


Dubbing’ Fat Operatic Song Birds 
By Young Mimes on U. of M. Stage 


Return to Normalcy 


Small time actor hadn't 
worked in a year and a half. 

Coffee and cakes agent offer- 
ed him two days in Manasquan 
at $9 for the date minus 90 
cents commission and _ $6.40 
round trip fare. 

“I'll take it if you'll promise 
to be there to look the act 
over,” said the actor. 

“Sure I will. I live near 
Manasquan,” was the reply. 

Agent made good his prom- 
ise and was present for the 
first show. 

Entrance cue was the open- 


shows and will call them “R-K-O 
Varieties” instead. The billing 
change will be made some time in 
August. Thus vaudeville passed 
out on the circuit to first use it 
over thirty-five years, and to re- 
store the word it then replaced, Va- 
riety. 
Purpose behind the change is to 
give the R-K-O variety programs a 
new name for public reception, be- 
sides the changes in nature and 
style being made in that form of 
entertainment by R-K-O. 
The “vaudeville” which fell 
on page 41) 


into 


84 SILENT FILMS 
FOUND AFTER 
WORLD'S TRY 


Vienna, July 22. 
The Vienna Association of Exhib- 
itors, mostly representing small es- 
tablishments too poor to pay for 
major sound product, has just an- 
nounced the result of its campaign 


to handle silent product for its 
members. 
The association recently under- 


took to supply its membership with 
silents and scoured the world mar- 
kets for material. The outcome is 
that the body has obtained control 
for this territory of 84 subjects after 
heroic efforts. 

This represents a supply that will 
last no longer than the end of Oc- 
tober. 

Most of this material was ob- 
tained from Paramount, Sascha 
(this is the outfit recently taken 
over by Swiss interests), Mondial 
and several other producers. It had 
been hoped that these companies 
would be able to furnish enough 
material to carry the exhibitors 
through the season, but the diffi- 
culty with which even the present 
scant quantity was brought to- 


| the 30-31 season will be 
| hundreds of 
| category mentioned unless they find | 


gether appears to make it plain that 
the last for 


ing bars'of “Happy Days Are 
Here Again.” 


COMEDY IN JAPAN NOW 
FAVORABLY REGARDED 


Tokyo, July T. 
Soganoya, Japan’s leading 
comedian, perpetrated 1,000 
plays, all comedies, and has ap- 
peared in every one of them. 

Comedies in Japan are considered 
a much lower form of dramatic 
art than the classical posture 
dramas and the costume plays of 
ordinary life in old Japan. The 
comedian is considered’ several 
rungs below straight man. 
Most of Goro’s plays have been per- 
formed in what are considered sec- 
ond-rate houses. 

Of recent years the first-rate 
audiences have been deserting the 
classical drama and flocking to see 
and his comedy company, 
thereby causing much misery and 
searching of hearts among the 
stand-patters of the old regime. 

The Shochiku Theatrical Com- 
pany, the monopoly of the first- 
class legit theatres of Japan, finally 
has compromised with the devil of 
comedy by inviting Goro to present 
at one of its houses. 


Goro 


Coro 


i show 


Television as an act 


London, July 22. 

The first public demonstration of 
Television will start at the Col- 
iseum (vaude) July 28, set for a 
fortnight. 

The Baird Television people are 
installing a screen three by six feet. 
Images will be relayea by land line 
and broadcast from a station two 
blocks away. 

3ritish International is now pro- 
ducing a series of talking shorts 
to be used in connection with the 
saird television public demonstra- 
tion at the Coliseum. 

This is declared to be the first 
film production ever made for tele- 
vision broadcast. 


Vienna houses in the 


means to install sound apparatus, | 


and British 
and sound 


Both the Baird people 


ire joining forces in sight 


broadcast. 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

University of Minnesota has 
found a solution of the problem of 
fat grand opera stars with divine 
voices but unprepossessing physic- 
al appearances and mediocre acting 
talent playing the roles of romantic 
young lovers in the masterpieces 
of music. 
opera “Martha” given under the in- 


stitution’s sponsorship at the Uni- 
versity Auditorium last week is be- 
lieved to have attained the apex 
of ultra-modern theatrical presen- 
tation. 

Opera stars brought here for the 


production did nothing but sing, 
while the other members of a 
double cast interpreted the action 


in pantomime and silhouette. The 
opera stars were imprisoned in a 
velvet draped shelter in the center 
of the stage: There they had noth- 
(Continued on page 62) 


It s the Heat? 


Rockford, IIL, July 22, 
With “tree sitting” craze running 
strong among the youngsters, the 


Palace theatre invited the boys to 
go after real money in an endur- 
ance sitting contest on top of the 
theatre’s canopy. 

Palace will put up $100 in cash 
prizes. Entrants must be between 
12 and 16 and have the consent of 
their parents. 

Number of contestants is limited 
to 12. 

Palace declares it is for the na- 
tional che 


Too Hot to 


Des Moines, July 22 
Excessive heat through her? last 
week caused the Robbins Bros. 
circus to lose two days. With the 


mercury ground 107 it was impos- 
sible for animals and men to work. 
Attempts were made at night 
shows, but called off. 


Midget Gol Champ 


Toledo, July 22. 

A contest has been started here 
by the Toledo “Bee’ to determine 
the city’s champion midget golf 
player. 

Toledo, the city, is now in the 
golfie biz. It has opened an 18-hole 
course charging 25c a round, 


BROOKS 
COSTUMES 


GOWNS AND UNIFORMS 
1437 B'WAY.NY. 


TEL 5580 PENN 


200 COSTUMES TO RENT ao 
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Dramatic Critics, Too, 


2 VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


Metro Removes Song from Talker; 
No “Settlement” With Shuberts 


— 


Rather than give the Shuberts a 
gcrap over the “Song of the Shirt” 
number in “Rogue Song” (Metro) 
with that course raising the ques- 
tion of a possible settlement to re- 
tain the song, M-G-M has taken the 
brief sequence out of all prints. 
Through an accompanying order it 
has shut off all mention of the 
number in publicity, ad matter, etc. 

This followed the injunction ob- 
tained by the Shuberts against use 
of the song, as reported last week, 
with Metro explaining it as merely 
“annoying.” While some opinion 
rests Metro could have won out if 
carrying on a fight with the Shu- 
berts through tracing of the song 
of the shirt idea back, indication 
was that retention of the sequence 
was not of sufficient importance to 
even think of a settlement with the 
Shuberts to keep it. 

Herbert Stothart and Clifford 
Grey, composers of the number for 
the picture and alleged as having 
gold the same number to the Shu- 
perts previous to joining Metro, are 
not held to blame by Metro, ac- 
cording to information. 

Centuries-Old Story 

Claim is that Stothart and Grey 
wrote two different songs, but both 
based on the John Hays poem 
“Song of the Shirt,” one version 
going to Shuberts and a different 
one to Metro. 

Story of “Song of the Shirt” goes 
back several centuries to Caucasian 
literature. It revolves around the 
yarn of the king who had no shirt 
and could live only if finding the shirt 
ofa happy man. Idea fitted in nice- 
ly in “Rogue Song,” it is admitted, 
but merely served as an interlude, 
with its present absence not seri- 
ous. 


PARADING GUESTS OF 
FAWCETTS IN MINN. 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

It’s a gala occasion when a bevy 
of picture notables comes to Min- 
neapolis. On their arrival here to 
spend a day en route to Breezy 
Point Lodge, Minn., as guests of 
Capt. and W. H. Fawcett, proprie- 
tors, Olive Borden, June Collyer, 

adge Bellamy and June Clive were 
welcomed at the railroad station by 
Mayor W. F. Kunze, a brass band 
and 20,000 film fans. 

The film folk paraded through the 
loop streets in an automobile while 
the populace lined the sidewalks. A 
breakfast was given at the Hotel 
Radisson by Emil Franke, manager 
of the R-K-O. Orpheum theatre, 
andand Capt. and Mrs. Fawcett. 


Ad Libbers 


Los Angeles, July 22. 

If the “takes” First National and 
Fox have made on Joe Frisco and 
Ted Healy were put together some- 
body would have a 12-reeler. 

Both comics are so accustomed to 
ad libbing that they can’t remem- 
ber lines and “takes” are now in 
the thousands. 


To See “Escape” Here 


Dramatic critics as well as film 
critics will be invited to the debut 
of “Escape,” made in England by 
Associated Radio, Radio Pictures’ 
British affiliation. It will be shown 
at the Globe, New York, by R-K-O. 

English talker is adapted by John 
Galsworthy from his play, directed 
by Basil Dean, with Gerald Du- 
Maurier in the lead. That’s an 
English combination of stage names 
quite well knewn along the Broad- 
way legit front. 


May Joyce’s Joint Contract 
Loew’s and M-G-M have taken 
May Joyce, stage single, for three 
years under a joint vaude and pic- 
ture contract. 


“It's women who make all 
the trouble in life—it’s 
women who make life 
worth all the trouble.” 


MB. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
180 Weat 44th Street 


And 10,000 Others, Too 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Eddie Cantor leaves for the 
east tonight (Tuesday). 

“Eddie, you’re crazy. Don’t 
you know it’s 105 in Chicago?” 
said Flo Ziegfeld when in- 
formed by Cantor. 

“I wish Goldman-Sachs were 
there,” replied Cantor. 


CANTOR IS SET FOR 
STAGE APPEARANCES 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Eddie Cantor will play three 
weeks in eastérn Warner houses at 
$7,550 net for each spot. Comedian 
opens in Washington Aug. 1, goes 
to Pittsburgh Aug. 14, and then to 
the Mastbaum, Philadelphia, Aug. 
22. Cantor leaves here today (Tues- 
day) or tomorrow for New York. 
The Warner booking may do away 
with Cantor’s proposed plan of a 
string of one-performance personals 
in conjunction with ‘‘Whoopee” in 
Frisco, Kansas City and St. Louis. 
As the Goldwyn picture is set for 
release Sept. 6 Cantor will now only 
trot out on the stage of the Rivoli, 
New York, with his film and only 
for one show. However, there is a 
possibility of his stopping off in 
those aforementioned key towns to 
appear with “Whoopee” on his way 
back to the coast, the first week in 
September. 

Cantor late last week reached a 
term agreement with Samuel Gold- 
wyn for a minimum of one picture 
a year. The contract covers three 
or five years with Cantor probably 
held to one picture per annum as 
this is Goldwyn’s theory of the man- 
ner in which the comedian should 
be handled. 

Cantor’s next picture for this 
company is now listed for produc- 
tion March 15, 1931, with no stor 
selected as yet. 


President, L. A. Newsreel 


Los Angeles, July 22. 

Principal Theatres, Fox subsid- 
iary, bought Henry Duffy’s lease 
on the President theatre, here, for 
$40,000 at a receivership sale in 
San Francisco. Under Principal, 
house goes newsreel in 30 days. 

No other Duffy leases were sold. 


} 


Lead for Ruby Keeler 
. If Not in Europe 


Los Angeles, July 22. 

There is a strong possibility that 
Ruby Jolson may do the femme lead 
in the De Sylva, Brown and Hender- 
son picture for United Artists. It 
goes into work in September. At 
least, the trio of writers would like 
to have her. The only deterrent 
appears to be that of Al and Ruby 
hopping the boat for Eurpoe almost 
any day. 

Jack Whiting, it is understood, 
will be borrowed from Warners for 
this picture, as both studios pre- 
viously reached an understanding 
on such an exchange, viz., the bor- 
rowing of Joan Bennett. 


Weather 


Paris, July 22. 
Cooler and showery weather bene- 
fited what remaining show biz there 
is here, which is ehiefly picture 
houses, as almost all legits are 
dark. 


London, July 22. 

Sultry weather for some reason 
seemed to stimulate West End legit 
attendance during the last few days. 
As a consequence the managers are 
less discouraged than for some 
weeks. 

Over the week-end London ran 
into a rainy spell which helped. 


Writers on Shorts 


Two writers, Russell Medcraft, 
author of ‘Cradle Snatchers” (legit), 
and Walter Butterfield, former sce- 
narist at Par’s west coast plant, 
have been added to the writing staff 
at the Par New York studio. 


WILL MAHONEY 


The New York “Sun” said, “Will 
Mahoney is by far the outstanding 
performer at the Palace this week. 
He does his famous dances and 
falls, and unbelievable as it seems, 
he winds up by clogging on a 


xylophone. His humor never lags 
for a moment.” 


Direction 
RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 


Sunday Operation of 
Theatres in Georgia, 
‘Nuisance,’ Says Court 


‘Atlanta, July 22. 

“A nuisance” is what Georgia’s 
Supreme Court calls operating a 
motion picture house on Sunday, 
even if its’ for charity. 

It handed down the decision Fri- 
day, upholding an injunction ob- 
tained by the city of Albany against 
the Albany theatre. . 


ALL FORMER 39M. FOX 
EXECS LEAVING FOX? 


Departure of John Zanft, Fox de 
luxe theatre operator, to Europe on 
a vacation jaunt has shifted the 
houses under the direct charge of 
Harry Arthur, general manager, 


who now has active direction of all 
Fox de luxes in the east. Zanft’s 
territory included two New York 
houses, Academy and Audubon, and 
the Fox houses in Philadelphia and 
in Washington, D. C. 

Inside is that Zanft’s leaving for 
Europe leaves the way open for the 
new Fox management to make a 
clean sweep of all former strictly 
William Fox execs remaining. 


Coogan Brothers 
Hollywood, July 22. 


It is reported around the Par- 
amount lot that Robert Anthony 
Coogan, Jackie’s five - year - old 
brother, will have a part in “Tom 
Sawyer,” in which Jackie will be 
starred. 

The younger Coogan has been on 
the lot for the past week. 


Parker on L. I. Shorts 


Through elevation of Norman 
Taurog, feature director for Par- 
amount. Albert Parker has been 
engaged for the Par New York stu- 
dio to make shorts. 

Other regular short directors at 
the Par plant are Mort Blumenstock 
and Ray Cozine. 


Succeeds Schildkraut- 
Culver City, July 22. 


Hans Junklemann, German actor, 
will play the part left vacant in 
Metro’s German version of “Anna 
Christie” by the death of Rudolph 
Schildkraut. 


Olive Shea In Show 


Olive Shea (radio), under a War- 
ner combination contract, will go in 
“Saturday Night,” shortly to be pro- 
duced by Crosby -Gaige. 

Engagement is by consent. 


Rosener Released 
Hollywood, July 22. 
1e0rge Rosener has secured a re- 
lease from his Warner contract. 


Actors’ Golfie Course 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Laura La Plante and her hus- 
band, William Seiter, film di- 
rector, are going into the busi- 
ness of midget golf. They are 
having a course built on Holly- 
wood boulevard. 

Under present arrangements 
Howard Seiter, actors’ agent 
and .brother of William, will 
divide his time between man- 
aging actors and running the 
course. 


BEACH LOOKERS FALL 
FOR BEAUT CONTEST 


Minneapolis, July 22. 
Emil Franke, R-K-O Orpheum 
theatre, has found a new way to 
garner prepossessing bathing beau- 
ties for his bathing beauty contest 
to determine who will be “Miss 


with all expenses to the Texas city 
paid by the theatre. 

Franke has camera men visit each 
of the city’s 15 bathing beaches 
daily. These camera men photo- 
graph the best-lookers of the fem- 
inine bathers and then “invite” them 
to participate in the contest. En- 
trance, thus, is only by “invitation,” 
instead of the usual application, and 
the “exclusiveness” of the affair 
has been played up as a bait for the 
girlies to fall. 

The contest started July 12 and 
ends July 27. Thus far an average 
of 14 girls daily have accepted the 
“invitations.” The contestants march 
before the footlights in one-piece 
bathing suits after the last per- 
formance each night. The winner 
for each night, judged by the audi- 
ence applause received, will com- 
pete in the finals on July 27. 

Of course, the bathing beauty 
show each night is an added at- 
traction for the theatre—an attrac- 
tion, too, that costs very little. 


Pan. Am. Co. Passes Out, 
Geo. Bowles Promoted 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Reporting for work Monday (21), 
the cast of the first production of 
Pan-American Pictures Corp., found 
the latter’s studio closed and the 
company out of business. 

The P-A Company was promoted 
by George Bowles, former Florida 
realtor and later night club owner 
here. Stock was sold mostly to 
foreigners for the purported inten- 
tion of making foreign language 
films. 

The company at one time was re- 
ported as ready to film “The Birth 
of Texas.” This picture was to be 
financed by Texas money, but the 
deal fell through, 

Only names in the cast of the first 
picture were Lane Chandler and 
Betty Boyd. Bob Tanzy was slated 
to direct. 


SAILINGS 

Aug. 6 (London to New York) 
Mrs. Charles J. Freeman (Paris). 

July 24 (New York to Germany) 
Alva K. Young (Albert Ballin). 

July 23 (Paris to New York) Rou- 
ben Mamoulian (Olympic). 

July 26 (London to New York) 
J. J. Shubert and son (Bremen). 

July 24 (Paris to New York) Pat- 


ricola (Leviathan). 
July 23 (Paris to New York), Will 


Hays, Mr. and Mrs. McCarthy. 
Jack Connolly, Ile de France). 
July 23 (Montreal to London) 


Harry Blair (Montclair). 

July 19 (Paris to New York), 
Rolla Norman {New York). 

July 19 (London to New York) 
Albert Coates (Aquitania). 

July 18 (Capetown to London) 
Nicholas Hannen, Athene Seyler and 
Co. (Edinburgh Castle). 

July 16 (New York to London) 
Mrs. Norman Kerry (Majestic). 

July 16 (New York to Germany) 
Maor John F. Zanft (Bremen). 

July 16 (New York to Paris) 
Charles King (Leviathan). 

July 14 (Sydney to Capetown) 


New York 


Both will write shorts. 


Had still five months to go, 


Minneapolis” at the Galveston fete, 


Roxy's Gold Pencil Passes Can't 
Be Longer Used—Souvenirs Only 


Each holder of a Roxy gold pen- 
cil pass for the Roxy Theatre has 
been notified by the doormen at the 
house within the past week, as the 
pencils were presented, that they 
are no longer recognized for courte- 
sies, but may be retained by the 
owners as souvenirs. In their stead 
the Roxy may issue a special press 
pass or a book of passes. 

When the Roxy opened, 22 of 
these solid gold pencils, appropri- 
ately engraved, including the name 
of the owner, were issued to news- 
paper people. In all records of the- 
atredom there has never been, a 
pass abuse to compare to what has 
occurred through those, pencils. 
Ownership has been even, annoying 
through the many requests for 
their use. 

Roxy statistics show that one 
pass has been employed asemany 
as five times in a single day, each 
time with a different party. Since 
the pencil pass carried no limit of 
persons, the doormen and asst, 


‘managers at the house were left 


helpless for discretion. One eve- 
ning with the house holding a 


peared with six people and de- 
manded seats be secured for his 
party. Despite no seats were avail- 
able, the. party was allowed to 
enter. 

In newspaper offices where the 
gold pencil for the Roxy was sup- 
posedly held for the reviewers, it 
was looked upon as common prop- 
erty. At one time in “Variety's” 
office the pencil was placed under 
a lock. Many times it was absent 
for 10 days or more. 

S. F. Rothafel (Roxy) was in- 
formed of the abuses of his gold 
courtesy pass sometime ago by 
newspaper men, and advised it 
would probably be mutually agree- 
able if another pass were substi- 
tuted. 


M-G’S JUNIOR WRITING 
DEPT FOR NEW IDEAS 


Hollywood, July 22. 

A junior writing department has 
been established at Metro for en- 
couragement of budding scribes and 
their ideas. The department was 
originated by Louis Edelman with 
Sam Marx in charge. 

It is planned to have the young 
authors submit their ideas to the 
deparement head, and if an idea 
has merit, the writer and his theme 
are turned over to one of the older 
writers for development of story. 

As the youngsters progress, they 
will be given an opportunity to work 
by themselves, and in that manner 
become attached to the regular 
writing staff. 


Dowling Film Off 


Hollywood, July 22. 

With Sono-Art Productions inac- 
tive at present, it is reported the 
company has called off its ar- 
rangement with Eddie Dowling to 
make “Honeymoon Lane.” Dowling, 
now in the east, is said to be lining 
up some independent backers for 
the picture and is negotiating for a 
release through Paramount. 


Split Moran-Dressler 


Discouraging the successive team 
idea, in view of precedent failures, 
after a short period of success, 
Metro is breaking Marie Dressler 
away from Polly Moran by starring 
her alone in “The Dark Star.” 

Title will probably be changed as 
soon as the rest of the cast is set. 


Orig Cast Members 

Billy Gaxton and Crawford and 
Broderick, “50 Million Frenchmen” 
stage leads, will go to the coast for 
Warners’ talker production of the 
musical. They are the only mem- 
bers of the stage cast engaged for 
the picture. 

Trio engaged for the picture by 
Walter Meyers. 


Rolla Norman on Way 
Paris, July 22. 
Rolla Norman, French leading 
man, sailed for New York on the 
way to Hollywood July 19. 
He is under contract for French 
versions of pictures to be made by 


Sybil Graham (Euripides). 


Warner Bros. 
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Par Mey Buy in on 


4 


Book Publisher 


With Liveright Tied Up for Term 


Paramount, taking cognizance of 
the story shortage problem in film 
production, is considering a plan to 
take over a book publishing firm to 
safeguard the film company in the 
way of good story material. The 
firm mentioned is Horace Liveright. 

Engagement of Liveright, prin- 
cipal owner of the book firm, is 
given as indication of the intention. 
Liveright goes with Paramount on 
a term contract in a diversified ca- 
pacity. The book publisher, who is 
also in the legit producing field, will 
not only have supervision of story 
material for Paramount, but will 
also act in an executive advisory 
capacity on production, it is said. 
Liveright is now on the coast for 
that purpose. 

No definite deal is known to be 
on for the book firm, but it is low- 
down that Liveright’s signing came 
through the suggestion of such a 
plan by the publisher's representa- 
tives. 

‘Under such a plan Paramount 
will be enabled to exploit any story 
toward a picture aim so that when 
the yarn reached the screen it will 
have attained a substantial pub- 
licit’ spread. 

In addition it would solve a 
writer problem, for it woud aug- 
ment to a great extent the writing 
staff of the company. 

“iveright’s firm concentrates on 
modernistic type of novel and is 
rated among the most successful in 
that particular field. 


Janet Gaynor Off Fox 
Payroll—May Do Show 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Inasmuch as Janet Gaynor won't 
work for Fox, and Fox refuses to 
allow her to work for anybody else, 
the screen star may go to New York 
to play in a legit show. Miss Gay- 
nor is reported favoring the idea 
with negotiations understood to be 
on with an unknown management 
for a fall production. 

The Fox-Gaynor quarrel dates 
back to “Liliom,” in which Miss 
Gaynor was again cast to play op- 
posite Charlie Farrell, but which 
assignment she refused. Miss Gay- 
nor is said to be dissatisfied with 
the parts that Fox has been giving 
her in addition to a reputed conten- 
tion that the studio is concentrat- 
ing more on Farrell than herself. 

Result to date has been that Miss 
Gaynor does not visit the “lots” 
and the film company has taken 
her off the payroll, but holds the 
contract which prevents her from 
working elsewhere. 


Glenn Tryon Loose 


Los Angeles, July 22. 

Universal allowed options lapse 
on Helen Wright and Glenn Tryon 
when they came up for renewal 
Monday. 

Tryon had been featured for the 
Past four years, while Wright was 
on a trial arrangement for six 
months. 


German’s First Work 
At Studio for 5 Months 


Er Los Angeles, July 22. 
“San von Jordan, Metro import 


from Germany five months ago, will 


ibd his first work in the German 
Hivion of the “Trial of Mary 
Arthur Robison will 
direct, 


i Jordan was to have been featured 
nN “Olympia,” Which, for some rea- 
Son, Was never made. 


Loretta Young’s Term 
. are taking no chances 
4oretta Young, whom they 
Practically developed from an extra 
to her present status. 
sane has a five-year contract, one | 
the few on the Warner lot. j 


Ww 


Not So Bad 


Detroit, July 22. 

Esther Ralston, making a 
personal appearance at the 
Fisher, pulled a gag the na- 
tives chose to ignore. 

Driving up to the Fisher 
theatre from the train, she 
asked, “What town is this?” 


Genteel Grifts 
For Foreigners 


Gut of Talkers 


Los Angeles, July 22. 

Foreigners who came to Holly- 
wood to get into pictures through 
their pals are rapidly getting out 
and into something where an ac- 
cent sounds good. 

Talkers have sidetracked them. 
Finding that they're missing meals, 
they drift away from the studios. 
Now they’re all over the burg as 
riding masters, floormen in _ trick 
shops, hosts in whisperlows and 
bird dogs for bootleggers. 

Most have a good acquaintance 
list among picture people and don't 
hesitate to use it. They have the 
same aversion for work as a Sen- 
ator, and as a rule are as broke as 
Roumania, 

Their main ambition is to land in 
some wealthy family as a social ad- 
visor. They advertise in the papers 
that they are “eultured, ambitious, 
refined noblemen who are outcasts 
from our own country.” Most of 
them add “handsome.” 

Frank Advertisement 


Some are subtle in their adver- 
tising; others not so. One has been 
running an ad for the last week in 
which he states that he has all the 
fine points named above, but would 
like to act as companion to middle 
aged woman. 

The majority of these birds on 
the edge of racketeering claim 
Russia as their birthplace. Russia 
is one country where you can't 

(Continued on page 34) 


Biggest Dude Ranch 


Los Angeles, July 22. 

Gary Cooper and his father, Judge 
Cooper of Gary, Mont., are leaving 
here this week for Frants, Ariz., 
where they will close a deal for 
200,000 acres. 

Their 
largest 


plan is to make this the 
Dude Ranch in the world. 


Local Ptsbg Soloist Is 
Engaged by Warners 


Pittsburgh, July 22. 
Madeline Ward, local girl 
formerly in Enright chorus, has 
been placed under contract by 
Warners. 


Miss Ward's a looker who sings 
and dances, niay go in one of the 
musical comedies Warners will back 
next season and perhaps later for| 
pictures, 

For the present, Miss Ward is do- 
ing vocal solos weekly at the 
Stanley as part of house's regular 
overtures. 


Grace Mencken’s Chance 


Los Angeles, July 22. 
Grace Mencken (Mrs. Bert Lytell) 
may be in “The Dancers,” which 
Fox is putting into production next 
month. 
Lois Moran and Philip Holmes! 
are already cast, with the remaining 


two principal roles still open. 
Chandler Sprague will direct. 


| ed 


| months’ 


FILMS OUT GERMA 


A 


Warners May Be Only Ex- 
ception to American Talk- 
ers Held Out of Germany 
in 100% Boycott—Impos- 
sible to Do Business Un- 
der New Germany Law, 
Unless Modified by Ger- 
mans Over There 


“GIVING FILMS AWAY” 


Withdrawal of every American 
producer from Germany, with the 
possible exception of Warner Broth- 
ers, is imminent as the result of 
the Teuton’s passage of the new 
kontigent law immediately after the 
foreign talker equipment mess had 
been regarded as solved. 

Such New York leaders as Sidney 
Kent are advocating this nethod of 
reprisal as the only solution, the 
Paramount executive phrasing the 
situation as worse than at any time 
and laying it to: 

“The Germans have spit in their 
own eye.” 

War against Germany along the 
same 100% boycott lines are advo- 
cated by other high executives in 
large American film companies. 

As seen here the new quota law 
is without a suggestion of elasticity 
in that it gets the American indus- 
try both on export and import. 

The provision that 210 American 
pictures be allowed in, of which only 
90 can be talkers, creates a condition 
whereby Americans could only ope- 
rate at a loss and at the best, as one 


(Continued on page 37) 


WB BUILDS UP YOUNG 
STOCK TROUPE AGAIN 


With the signatures of Marilyn 
Morgan, Barbara Weeks and Ed- 
ward Morgan, young players, on one 
year optional contracts, Warners 
has started to build up a_ stock 
company again after announcing 
some time ago that it was discon- 
tinuing carrying young players on 
contracts. Misses Morgan and 
Weeks had small parts in 
“Whoopee.” 

It is understood that within the 
next 10 days a dozen young people 
will be given one-year contracts 
and used between the Warner and 
First National lots. Both com- 
panies have a number of pictures 
dealing with modern youth to be 
produced this season. 

If the stock players develop they 
will be put in the leads of these 
pictures, it is said. 


English Girl Two Ways 


London, July 22. 

Madeleine Carroll, English stage 
and screen player of note, is report- 
about to close an engagement 
with Gilbert Miller. 

Contract said to call for both ap- 
pearances on the stage and before 
the camera. 


Myron Fagan, for Pathe 
Myron C. Fagan, playwright-pro- 
ducer, is set with Pathe on a six 
contract with options to 
write. 
Morris agency booked. 


Jeanette Loff Back 
Los Angeles, July 22. 
After a three weeks’ illness Jean- 
ette Loff has returned to Universal 
to commence work in “Boudoir Dip- 
lomat,” which has been changed 
from a starring film to one with an 


all-featured cast, including Mary 
Duncan and Mary Nolan. 

The two male leads not yet 
selected, 


MOVE ‘Paris Conference Ends with 
Electrics Dividing World, 
But Only on Tentative Basis 


“Ex-Wives” 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Colleen Moore, Dolores Del 
Rio and Constance Bennett 
plan to sail together for Paris 
in September. They will spend 
six weeks at Miss Bennett's 
home there. Just three girls 
out for a time. 

In case anyone's interested— 
it’s the “Bremen.” 


Col. Morris Likes Theatre 


Paris, July 22. 

Sound patent conference ended 
today (22) with the delegates all 
signing an agreement calling for 
interchange of product on a plan 
of apportioning the world territory 
through patent reciprocity as re- 
gards apparatus. 

The formal signing of an agree- 
ment by the conference is merely a 
good-will gesture designed for fu- 
ture international dealings, but it 
has small material effect, since the 
new German contingent legislation 
nullifies any practical system of 
operation. 

German makers will supply Cen- 
tral Europe, Scandinavia, Holland 


His Wife Off Stag 
Paris, July 22. 
Aubert may be forced to 


cancel her American contract for 


“Princess Charming.” the Swan- 
strom & Connolly operetta, wherein 
the French comedien:.e is slated to 
appear. Her American husband's 
refusal to grant her marital con- 
sent may be the cause for her not 
sailing as Col Nelson Morris of the 
Chicago meat-packing family, is ir- 
revocably opposed to her appearing 
on the stage. 

By French law a French married 
woman cannot receive a passport 
without her husband's consent, this 
causing her to cancel a week of 
vaude at the Kursaal, Geneva, last 
Friday, when she was due to open. 

Miss Aubert secured a passport 
for Italy when playing the Excel- 
sior, Milan, allegedly by subterfuge, 
but now Morris is more cagey and 
watchful. 

The Chicago packing family scion 
once said that the reason he 
doesn’t want his wife to play on the 
stage is because he like. the theatre 
too much. 

He and Miss Aubert have been 
battling through the courts, all 
through her engagement at the Pal- 
ace music-hall in “Bonnes Nou- 
velles” (Good News), where she was 
featured, and ultimately won a de- 
cision that, although himself an 
American, his French wife must be 
governed by French law and not 
disobey her husband's wishes. 


Jane 


N. Y.’s Foreign Direction 


Fox-Metro’s foreign exchanges 
will be reorganized and may bring 
back Laudy Lawrence to handle the 
Metro foreign situation from a New 


York swival chair. Lawrence is now 
Metro's special foreign rep., resid- 
in Paris, and traveling extensively 

Ian to amalgamate Fox and 
Metro offices and reorganize gen- 
erally is under way. 


Ona Munson May Stay 
On Coast After Musical 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Ona Munson is currently making 
“Hot Heiress” for First National 
under a one picture contract which 
carries an option for a term. If 
exercised, which is expected, the 
long-term agreement goes into ef- 
fect in January. 

Following this picture Miss Mun- 
son may return east for Sam Har- 
ris’ musical, after which she will 
probably return here for FN. 


Rube Goldberg’s Return 
Los Angeles, July 22. 
Having completed picture 
contract for Fox, Rube Goldberg and 
family leave for the east about Aug. 


Too Much; Wants to Keep. 


and Switzerland. American makers 
| will deal with North America, Aus- 
tralia, India and Russia. The rest 
of the world will be supplied by 
both American and German manu- 
facturers. 

Other territories will be open te 
| both groups with a royalty arrange- 
i} ment for registering on other than 
local systems. Likewise a per reel 
royalty arrangement is set up for 
imported product originating in for- 
eign countries. 

For example American product 

(Continued on page 34) 


CONSTANCE BENNETT 
MAKING PATHE FILMS 


Charles Rogers isn't going to use 
Constance Bennett in the four pic- 
tures he has contracted to make 
independently for R-K-O. If he 
does, and it is admitted there isn’t 
much likelihood now, Rogers will 
have to get the okay of Pathe. 

Miss Bennett has found, accord- 
ing to Pathe, that when the rooster 
company makes a contract it goes, 

Relations all round have been re- 
sumed, and Miss Bennett has prom- 
ised to stay Pathe-put during the 
next four years, unless leaving by 
mutual understanding before then, 


REINHARDT’S NEW PLAYS 
Berlin, July 12. 

This coming season Max Rein- 
hardt will do the documentary play, 
"1914," which Friedrich Wilhelm 
Muller wrote, and which will be 
done under the direction of Gustav 
Grundgens in the Deutches Theater. 

After this, a new play by Bruck- 
ner, “Elisabeth von England,” will 
follow, under the direction of Heinz 
Hilpert. 

The first play both directed and 
produced by Reinhardt will be 
Shakespeare’s “Midsummer Nights 
Dream,” in which quite young actors 
will perform. 


1, by way of the Canadian Rockies. 

If Goldberg writes another script | 
for Fox it will not be until next 
year. 
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Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


Herbert R. Ebenstein, the thea- 
trical insurance man who recently 
merged with Stebbins, Leterman & 
Gates, Inc., another large theatrical 
insurance brokerage, is also a fl- 
nancial promoter according to the 
suit he has started against Colum- 
bia Pictures Corp., and its officers, 
Joseph Brandt, Harry and Jack 
Cohn. 

Ebenstein sets forth at length 
how he deems himself entitled to 
$450,000 damages for having inter- 
ested F. J. Lisman & Co. to finance 
Columbia, but that Brandt and the 
Cohns switched over to Goddard & 
Co. under substantially the same 
arrangements, after he had renderea 
missionary services in the reorgani- 
zation and readjustment of the 
books and finances of Columbia. In 
this latter: work, George Davidson's 
name is mentioned as Ebenstein’s 
assistant on the bookkeeping end. 

Columbia’s dealings with Eben- 
stein date from 1926, at which time 
Aaron Shapiro, with whom the 
plaintiff was associated, drew the 
original contract which was ex- 
tended. 

RCA Photophone was also inter- 
ested by Ebenstein in Columbia for 
sound-recording, states the com- 
plaint, this element figuring in a 
$200,000 damage claim. 

Columbia is said to have offered 
to settle for $35,000 and a contract 
for all its insurance which Eben- 
stein rejected holding out for $50,- 
000 and 10% of the firm’s stock. 

Sam Spring’s Advice 

Julian T. Abeles and Lawrence 
Green who represent Ebenstein 
state that Sam Spring, former presi- 
dent of First National and now 
affiliated with Lehman Bros., had 
advised Columbia to settle with 
Ebenstein, before Columbia entered 
into its financing contract with 
Goddard & Co. 

Lisman was willing to finance up 
to $2,000,000. It develops that B. S. 
Moss and R-K-O at later periods 
were also negotiating with Colum- 
bia for the financial end. R-K-O’s 
deal was all set until Maurice Good- 
man, who, curiously enough is now 
of special counsel] for Ebenstein, 
crabbed R-K-O’s financing of Co- 
lumbia, The recent R-K-O-Col. 
deal is only for product. 


Barker’s Misstatements, 
“Unfair Advertising” 


Announcements of Broadway the- 
atre barkers that there will be seats 
in a few minutes with ticket buy- 
ers later finding a long wait ahead 
of them are arousing the ire of the 
patrons. 

Patrons have been complaining 
that this isn't fair advertising, least 
a barker can do when there are 
no more seats to be had inside is 
announce how long they will have 


to wait. Instead, complain stub 
holders, barkers usually announce, 
“There will be a short wait for 


seats. Feature picture over in a few 
minutes.” 

Once in, state the patrons, they 
frequently find the house jammed 
with the feature just about started 
or only half way through. 

When patrons refuse to wait and 
demand a refund, it is in many in- 
stances denied them, they claim. 
Manager usually states that for all 
he knows they may have seen the 
show and refuses to refund. 


Too Hot for Katz 


Sam Katz, of Paramount Publix, 
sailing from New York Aug. 2, for 
a vacation abroad. 

“It’s too hot here,” 


Y, 


Tommy Rockwell 
Eddie Cantor. 

Sam Shipman. 
Mrs. Otis Skinner 
Irving Strouse. 
Frank Donnelly. 
Mrs. C. E. Kurzman 
Mrs. J. L. Cauthorn 
Lou Epstein. 

Davey Lee. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Hiram S. Brown. 
Lee Marcus. 
Hiram Brown 
Joseph Schenck 


says Katz. 


Went’ Suit of $450,000 Against 


Col and Officers for Financing 


Making Time 


Hollywood, June 22. 

An extra who has been out of 
work for some time at last got 
a call for a one-day job at an 
indie studio. Looks like he had 
done some heavy thinking, for 
he arrived with a pocketful of 
crickets and scattered them all 
over the stcge. Result was that 
the film was held up three Gays 
while the sound experts snooped 
around to discover what might 
be causing the unusual chirp- 
ing. 

All the extras thus got 4 triple 
pay check. 


DEAN OR CENSOR OF P.A. 
“ART FOR HAYS’ SAKE” 


The Hays advertising code is 
making Frank Wilstach the dean 
or censor of press agents. Under 
its terms publicity directors are 
submitting all press sheets to Frank 
in proof so that his corrections may 
be included before the presses roll. 

Still pictures that p. a.’s are un- 
certain about are also being sent 
over to 5th Avenue to go under the 
glaring Wilstach orb. Fortunately, 
however, Frank’s nose has a red 
and not a blue tinge so only open- 
mouth osculation and prone pos- 
tures are getting penciled. 

In art departments there is much 
debating as to use of olden touches. 
Plenty of battles of the verbal kind 
are ensuing between art and pub 
directors. The former can’t get 
away from that “art for art’s sake” 
stuff and conform to the pub head's 
adherence to the new “art for Hays’ 
sake.” 


‘HARLEY CLARKE WEEK’ 
FOR FOX SALESMEN 


Fox sales division will dedicate 
the week of Sept. 3-11 as “Harley 
Clarke Week.” 

It’s the first time since the utility 
magnate acquired the Fox com- 
panies that his name has served as 
a sales inspiration in the usual film 
custom. 


Col. Cancels Photocolor 


Columbia has cancelled the bal- 
ance of the pictures under its re- 
leasing contract with Photocolor, 
Inc., which has delivered six of the 
12 shorts in the series called for. 

Photocolor is an indie color proc- 
ess, producing its own all-color 
shorts. 


Heat Records Broken 
In Africa with palmetto fans or 


here in air-cooled theatres our 
audiences always break heat rec- 
ords with their warm reception. 
They’re always “HOT” for 


(CHIC) (ROSE) 


YORK and KING 


Originators of “Tintype”’ Comedy 
Week July 26, Keith’s, Youngstown 
R-K-O Direction LEE STEWART 


PATHE JOINS 
SERIAL MOVE 


Hollywood, July 22. 

With the present demand for 
serials by exhibitors who find that 
the youngsters are still after that 
type of entertainment, Pathe has 
announced it will re-establish its 
old serial department at the Culver 
City studios. 

George A. Gray arrives here next 
week from the east to take charge 
of the department. It is understood 
that Pathe will remake in sound 
“The Green Archer” and “The 
House Without a Key,” originally 
silents. 

Universal now has three serials 
in production, “The Spell of the 
Circus,” “The Indians Are Coming” 
and “The Leatherpushers,” Nat Le- 
vine, indie producer, is making 
three for the state righters, with 


the first, featuring Rin-Tin-Tin, 
ready to go into the work next 
week, 


$10,000 Profit Alleged 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Al Boasberg claims Louis Brock 
is holding out $10,000 due him, or 
half the profits from distribution of 
several productions of Radiant Pic- 
tures, Inc., of New York, in a suit 
filed yesterday (Monday) in local 
courts, 

Boasberg charges agreement of 
dissolution and liquidation called 
for accounting and a 50-50 split 
every 60 days. 


New Uniform Contract Agreed to 
And on Presses—Longest to Date 


ture Theatre Owners of America, is 
announced by Sidney R. Kent, 
Paramount, representing the dis- 
tributors. The get-together and the 
success of its outcome through ne- 
gotiations extending over a period 
of months during which there were 
innumerable near-blow-ups, is due 
in the largest quantity to Kent. The 
Par general manager was responsi- 
ble for the parley, calling it against 
the advice of many of the producer 
sages. Lawyers for all sides have 
agreed on the verbiage. 

Several points which threatened 
to break up the conferences, par- 
ticularly when the keener minds of 
the 5-5-5 were conscripted for the 
2-2-2, have been side-stepped by the 
formula, Heading these is the one 
pertaining to score charges, which 
the indies originally sought to have 


declared eliminated and which the 


Filmdom’s new uniform contract,! producers 


the first since the Feaeral Court | 
| 
ruled out arbitration and the old 
one, is now on the presses, It will 
be in circulation throughout the in- 
dustry by fall. 
Formal ratification of the formu 
la by the exhibitor organizations, 
Allied States and the Motion Pic- 


recorded something 
apart from general contractural 
dealings and a matter which would 
have to be settled by the individual. 
At that time Kent and others in the 
producer cirele signified their will- 
ingness. Reference was then made 
to the Warner-First National policy 


as 


Which obstructed any concerted 
move, 

Protection 
On protection, the weightiest of 


all, the matter is partly covered in 
an availability clause. It is said 
the real angle on_ protection 
vested in “home rule,” as the new 
zoning system attempted by the 
Hays organization is called. 

The contract and zoning are seen 
to work together with hand and 
glove system due to this condition. 
Exhibitors who sign the contract, 
it is claimed, will automatically 
okay the decisions of the zone com- 
mittee if such has been established 
in their locality at the time. 

In length the new master contract 
exceeds by three pages the longest 
contract ever compiled for the in- 
dustry, it is stated. This situation 
is lessened by a simplified form or 


is 


index which is claimed to contain 
the contents of the bulk at a glance. 


Contests Over Here and Abroad for 
Girls’ Free Trips as Swanson Guests 


Surprise Smoker 


“The Last Word,” confiden- 
tial organ of Fox Theatres, 
supervised by Gabe York, re- 
ports that a Fox executive in 
his rounds “actually found an 
operator smoking in his booth.” 


Paper’s comment to 
warn against another’ such- 
surprise. 


atre operating offices agree. 


NO IMMEDIATE DEAL ON 


LOEW-FOX OPERATION 


There is no immediate prospect 
of any deal closing for Loew’s to 
operate any of the Fox eastern de 
luxers, both the Fox and Loew the- 
A 
story in “Variety” last week said 
it might come to pass by Aug. 15. 

The nearest approach to any- 
thing like that, from the account, 
is a slight conversation some time 
ago between the two circuits re- 
garding the isolated Fox de liuxer 
at Atlanta, but nothing came of 
that either. 


PATHE SHELVES FILM, 
“BEYOND VICTORY” 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Pathe has shelved “Beyond Vic- 
tory,” after viewing completed pic- 
ture. Studio chieftains after seeing 
the film figured it wouldn’t do in its 
present state, and several sequences 
are to be shot over. 

The picture was to be Pathe’s 
flash war film. 

Three writers are now at work 
doping out the new sequences. 


Circuit’s Committee 
To Confer with Unions 


Circuit heads are getting down 
to setting up a front for negotia- 
tions with the film unions on new 
contracts for New York. territory 
in the fall. For this purpose a 
group of the bigger chain chieftains 
met in the office of Hiram Brown, 
R-K-O president. It was decided 
to appoint a committee to under- 
take the union confab. 

This committee will be composed 
of representatives of the circuits to 
be appointed by the chiefs. 

Those attending the meeting were 
Sam Katz and Sam Dembow, Jr., 
of Paramount-Publix; Ed Schiller, 
of Loew's; Sypros Skouras, of W. 
B., and Harry Arthur, of Fox The- 
atres,. Date as to when the new 
ccmmittee will be functioning was 
not given, since the personnel has 
yet to be selected. 


House Mgr. and $800 Gone 


Birmingham, Ala., July 22. 
Police are looking for F. M. Fer- 


guson, one of Paramount-Publix’s 
house managers at Montgomery, 
Ala, 


P-P is hoping they find him so he 
can explain what he did with a roll 
he was supposed to have deposited 
in a bank there. 

About $800 in the roll, 
dough these times. 


Flora LeBreton’s 1st Lead 


Hollywood, July 22. 

After one renege, Paramount 
finally consented to lend Charles 
Ruggles to Christie Bros. for 
“Charley’s Aunt.” 

Excepting Ruggles, title player, 
cast will be all-English. Flora Le 
Breton, who recently arrived from 
London, takes the lead in her first 
American picture work. Hugh 
Willis of the “Journey’s End” cast 
is also in. 


“Man from Sky” Starts 
Hollywood, July 22. 
“Man From the Sky,” the Kern- 
Harbach musical-mystery for First 
National, goes into rehearsal at 


a lot of 


Warner’s studio tomorrow (23). 
Irene Dalroy and Jack Whiting 
are the only players cast so far. 


A comprehensive stunt to exploit 
an individual picture, and costing 
raore than any other, has been ap. 
proved by Gloria Swanson and her 
company, Gloria Productions, for 
“What a Widow.” 


The stunt will eat up an estimated 
$50,000. It entails contests in 24 
American cities, the winners of 
which will be given free trips to 
Europe, plus expenses and $200 
each spending money, as well as 
10 similar contests in Europe, win- 
ners of which will be given same 
expense trips to America, 


Arrangements for the contests 
will be with newspapers with a girl . 
selected in each of the 24 cities, 
New York, Newark, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, Boston, St. Louis, Cleve- 
land, Detroit, Kansas City, Atlanta, 
Los Angeles, Pittsburgh, San Fran- 
cisco, Buffalo, Washington, Minne- 
apolis, Cincinnati, Denver, Provi- 
dence, Omaha, Dallas, Indianapolis, 
Milwaukee and Baltimore, 


Basis of the contests is up to the 
newspapers. It may be subscrip- 
tions, best essay, closest resem- 
blance to Miss Swanson or any- 
thing else desired, UA leaving that 
to the managing editors. 


No Insistence 


UA does not impose upon the 
newspapers the necessity of tieing 
in the contest with the exhibition 
of the Swanson talker, nor need 
there be any mention of where the 
picture will play, if booked in ad- 
vance. All UA wants is agreement 
that the stories on the contest 
shall give some mention of the film, 

Arrangements for the foreign 
contests were completed following 
suggestion that it be done by Ar- 
thur W. Kelly, foreign manager of 
UA. Contests planned there are 
two in France, one in Paris, and 
one each in England, Ireland, Scot- 
land, Holland, Belgium, Spain, 
Germany and Switzerland, with 
each girl winning to be chaperoned 
on the American trip by a married 
woman to be selected by UA. 
Women to be chosen will probably 
be the wives of UA foreign repre- 
sentatives. 

Each of the 24 American and the 
10 foreign girls winning the con- 
tests must be over 21 and unmare 
ried, point being that they will go 
over the same route that Miss 
Swanson does in her picture, trav- 
eling on the same boat or the same 
line and going to the same city, 
Paris. 

Girls can make the trips singly 
or in groups, as desired, and spend 
their $200 any way they want. All 
expenses will be taken care of by 
UA, 

Warren Nolan, of UA, originally 
suggested the biggest of all stunts 
to Gloria Productions, and is him- 
self lining up the newspapers in 


the east. James Ashcraft has been 
dispatched to the middle west for 
that purpose and Foster Goss to 


the west coast. 


STARTING ‘BARROOM’ 
IN COAST STUDIO 


Chicago, July 22. 
L. E. Goetz, of the Goetz Movie- 
phone Company, left for the coast 
last week, where he will be asso- 
ciated with Willis Kent, indie pro- 


ducer, in the production of “Ten 
Nights in a Barroom,”’ in which 
William Farnum and Tom Santshi 


will be featured. Production sched- 
uled to start today (15), with pice 
ture to be six weeks in the making. 
Estimated cost $75,000. 

Understood here that Goetz is 
putting up the dough and in return 
will be national distributor. 

As to Allied States taking the 
picture for its association, that is 
still up in the air and will not be 
settled until picture is screened. 


Par’s “Will to Win” 


Sidney R. Kent has laid out plans 
for a fall drive on Paramount pice 
tures that will be bannered under 
the slogan “The Will to Win.” 


Hersholt as Yung 
Hollywood, July 
U has picked Jean Hersholt for 
the Charlie Yung part in “East 18 


99 


West.” 
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48 Brands of Home Talker Sets | 
By Xmas—G. E. and W. E. Surprised 


PENALTIES 


PUBLIC DECIDES- 1U. A’s Individual Star System 
NO ‘GZAR STUFF’ As Block to Any Merger with Par 
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prominent film man whose name,|/| subject producers. . shade pullers. What goes on be- _The keenness with which finan- 
others in the outfit, refuse to dis- hind to cial minds contact the film activi- 


close for another two weeks. 

This company, according to two 
of the men interested, will sell for 
$500 a set that will not only project 
16mm film with sound, but also 
these added attractions: 

A televiso, camera and recording 
attachment whereby a family can 
shoot its own pictures and do its 
own recording, plus the expected 
radio and phonograph. 

So far this tops anything in the 
way of combinations. When the 
Warners announced plans for a 
three-way set, the trade figured 
the same a giveaway at prices 
which, it was stated at the time, 
would range from $250 up. 

General Electric, through its 
Radio-Victor subsidiary, has as yét 
announced 1.0 price nor granted 
licenses to producers to reduce from 
35mm to 16. The Electric remains 
non-plussed over the activities in 
the independent field, maintaining 
that it has the situation completely 
bottled up tn the way of patents. 


Czar of the Fireside 


Executives in film companies who 
are regular licensees of Western 
Electric state W. E. has admitted 
its inability to cope with the sit- 
uation. For home stuff film men 
are being told they will have to go 
to Radio, which is now openly con- 
ceding every inter.tion to czar its 
way by the fireside the same way 
that W. E. did in the studio and 
theatre. 

Activities preparatory to invading 
the home field are apparent every- 
where in the business. A no-talk 
Policy is being pursued by some 
of the bigger companies, but the 
record in the Hays office has al- 
ready been covered in this respect 
by David Sarnoff and Harley Clarke. 
Several of the film interests which 
openly admit serious intention of 
going after the little size under- 
stand that Clarke, through his Gen- 
eral Theatres Equipment Corp., will 


eventually be one of the largest 
manufacturers of sets. Some talk 
of a hook-up between Radio and 
General, which has all but cor- 
nered the camera and equipment 
Situation through its absorptions 


during the past six months, is in 


circulation and is being credited 
as logical in responsible parts. 
Taking seriously the home end 


and preparing for its predicted pop- 
ularity, the Eastman people are ex- 
Perimenting with stock with a view 
to making the much coveted sound 
track on 16mm _ possible. So far, 
16mm experts report, Eastman has 
Progressed to what may be a so- 
lution to the sound-on-small-film 
Problem which has admittedly balk- 
ed even the Radio people. The new 
idea is to dispense with one set 
of sprocket holes, thus giving ad- 
ditional Space to the track and the 
Picture, 

As diagrammed the Eastman idea 
Would have the picture frame first, 
the single sprocket econd and the 
Sound track at the end, 


Brown in Hollywood 
S. Brown, R-K-O presi- 
ey left New York for Hollywood 
yesterday (Tuesday). He'll be away 


f 

> nad weeks, splitting the time be- 
Ween the R 
and the the 


-K-O lot on the coast 
atres along the route. 


but 
lem may kill all chances of making 


the film 


Cool Theatre to Roost 
In o’ Nites Offered to 
Sioux City’s Sleepless 


Sioux City, July 22. 

Local sweaters with cots have 
been invited by Mgr. Mickey Gross 
to make the Orpheum their bed 
any or all nights. Bedroom facili- 
ties of the house go with the pro- 
posal, including shower bath. 

Orpheum, cooled, is kept at 73 
after dark. This is the strong point 
placed before the dead head sleepers. 

Their own cot is imperative, says 
Gross. He doesn’t say what’s what 


cot. 
Sioux City 
sleep in the theatre in a chair ur- 


going on, the regular admission 


applies. 


FIRST WB VITASCOPE 
FILM WITHIN MONTH 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Warners is getting ready to flash 
its first Vitascope (65 mm) full- 


length feature, “Soldiers’ Play- 
thing.” This is the Harry Langdon 
picture. 


No release date is set for the big 
film print, but it will be given its 
premier within the next four or five 
weeks. Neither has a theatre been 
selected, but it will probably either 
be here or one of the New York 
houses. “Adios,” the next Barthel- 
mess film, has also been made in 
Vitascope size and will thus be 
screened in certain spots. 


F. N.’S BUSIEST WEEK 
SINCE FIRST OF YEAR 
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Hollywood, July 
With 


seven 


busiest since the first of the year. 


Companies in production at the 
3urbank studio were “Kismet,” 
“College Love,” “Hot Heiress,” “Lit- 


tle Caesar,” “Gorilla,” “Sunny” and 
“Father’s Son.” 

With the exception of “Kismet,” 
which finished Friday, all others 
continued through this week. 


“BUNKER BEAN” OFF 


Dialog Tangle Too Much for Camera 
Unraveling 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Tangled state of the dialog rights 
Harry Leon Wilson's “Bunker 
has resulted in Radio Pic- 


to 
Sean” 


tures calling off the filming of that 
story. 


is given as temporary, 
the dialog prob- 


Holdup 
inside is that 


So far studio execs have 


been unable to untangle it. 


if the heat weary should have no 


is going through a 
terrific heat spell, but if the natives 


stead of a cot while the show is 


companies shooting ! 
last week at First National was its | 


so long as it doesn’t get in the 
Papers. 

Bad boys and girls in the film 
colony from now on are going to be 
their own worst enemies. The 
misdeed, providing it gets on the 
record, will boomerang of its own 
accord. Meteors will drop back to 
earth accordingly. 


The industry is too adult and 
ponderous to be bothered by the ac- 
tivities of the individual. No more 
will he or she be directed from one 
collective throne. The industry will 
let he or she take the bruise, 
whether it be on the eyelid or else- 
where. And the public will be the 
censor. When the public stops buy- 
ing of that particular star then its 
boss will call “Whoa,” and no more 
hay. Although they’re not in- 
fluenced anymore because of this 
same industry’s new bigness, ‘tis 
claimed, no other producer (not in- 
cluding the indies) will weigh the 
economic phases individually. Thus 
psychology (and no Czar) will auto- 
matically play gateman at Holly- 
wood’s portals. 


Passing It Along 


Thus pass the Ivan days of 
Arbuckle discipline. And the Hays 
organization, which coded 


everything from pictures to pub- 
licity, is passing up the job of 
coding morals to the moguls who 
part with the dough, and the 
fates—mostly fates. 

No blacklist for Hollywood from 
now on, except that provided by the 
public, immediately adjectived by 
economy and psychology. 
Suspension of stars for misdeeds 
goes out of the future picture also. 


Sociology enters here. Why, 
argue the authorized sages (the 
ones whom the stars now most 


fear), should there be any penalty 
when society is constituted as it is. 
People are judged by the way in 
which they conduct themselves and 
as other people see and talk about 
them—particularly the “talk about 
them.” 

Again, what an actor or actress} 
does in his or her own bungalow! 
or Beverly Hills estate can be coded | 
by no one here providing that—the 


shades blind off some of those 

peeping Hollywood cops. 
Whose Business 

In this respect the paid sages | 

say: 

“Those who are engaged in a work | 

bringing them closely before the | 


public should realize that what they 
do in public is partly the public’s 
business and that only what they 
do in their own home or someone 
else’s home is their own business.” 
A summary of New York’s greet- 
ings to Hollywood on the inaugura- 
tion of the new moral calendar is 
simply: 

“If you must play house 
down the shutters and close 
of the windows.” 

When questioned about a dispatch 
from Hollywood, the Hays head- 
quarters emphatically declared that 
officially or unofficially it had not 
instructed, commanded or intimated 
to Vivian Duncan that she call off 
that rumored court action against 
Rex Lease for his alleged sock on 
her eye, More party stuff out 


pull 
some 


there, 


ALL OVER CANADA 


Ottawa, Can., July 22. 

“With Byrd to the South Pole” 
has been withdrawn from circula- 
tion in theatres of Canada and 
bookings have been cancelled, other 
features being substituted for early 
dates. 

The Byrd jicture had two runs 
in Canada, one at Toronto and the 
other at Montreal, and both flopped. 
Intimated Government cfficials were 
not enthusiastic about having the 
feature presented in Canada. 


CUT SCALE SHOW DOWN 
TO 123c—FOR WHAT? 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

For 50c at night and 25c in the 
afternoon, or, if you have two-for- 
one tickets being distributed by 
Minneapolis stores, 25c at night and 
121%4c in the afternoon for the best 
seats in the house, here are some 
of the things local entertainment 
seekers get at the R-K-O Orpheum: 

Four vaude acts 

Full length talker. 

News reel. 

Frequently film comedy. 

Free sandwiches and coffee. 

Free trip to Chicago (contest). 

3athing beauty contest. 

Dancing om mezzanine. 

Saturday mornings at 11 a. m. 
children are admitted for 10c and 
every child attending receives a re- 
bate of from lc to 10c in addition 
to prizes. A two-hour program of 
westerns is followed by the regular 
three-hour show for the kiddies. 


COMIC OPERAS? 


Spoken of as following Non-Wanted 
Operettas 

Comic operas, with heavy stress 

laid on comedy anc plot, will take 

the place of revues and now oper- 


ettas, claimed doing nose-dives in} 
most cases as bad as occurred with | 
various revues produced during the | 
past season. 

Circuits and theatre owners, in- 
cluding indies, who have played nu- 
merous operettas regard this type 
of picture as impractical for the 
general run of fans, holding the 
operetta as dons thus far caters 
mainly to a class audience. 

As a result, operettas are the 


hardest of all types of pictures to 
be sold now, with exhibs claimed 
sidestepping them if at all possible. 
One important indie in the east who 
declares the best of the operettas 
were duds for him, shelved one that 
he booked rather than take a chance 
on playing it. 


Low Show Cost 


Chicago, July 22. 


ties was amply illustrated in this, 
U.A.’s biggest assets being figured 
from a star personnel point. At 
the same time is demonstrated that 
the financial mentors figure away 
from the silents practically alto- 
gether. 

Talk about the two firms coming 
together has been more or less 
rampant for a long while. It re- 
cently became accentuated by the 
presence of Joseph Schenck in New 
York. 

It is said that a U.A.-Par merger 
was never approached although the 
rumor first reached emphasis when 
Paramount about two years ago 
lent U.A. $3,000,000 indirectly. This 
money actually went to a U.A. sub- 
sid, the Art Cinema Corp. For that 
money Paramount got a bond issue. 
Outside of that money interest 
which Paramount has in U.A. the 
only other interest is in certain 
theatres which the two own joint- 
ly, and two Paramount theatres in 
which U.A. cuts in, the Rialto and 
Rivoli on Broadway. 


ENLISTING AIRPORTS 
FOR THEATRE BENEFIT 


Chicago, July 22. 
Midwest theatre managers are in- 
vesting money and tying up with 
the airports in their communities. 
Figuring the “air-minded idea” 
the coming thing, these men are 
furtherirg it, but still keep it as 
amusement and part of the theatre, 
Some of the towns inviting the 
public to the airports through the 
theatres are East St. Louis, Spring- 
field, Decatur, Bloomington, Peoria, 
Danville, Rockford, Moline, Elgin, 
Joliet and Waterman in Illinois. 
About the same number of towns 
through Indiana and Iowa are 
working alcng the same idea, 
Some are using the grounds as 
carnival spots and getting money, 
while others, with a certain num- 
ber of c.ickets from the local the- 
atre, arrange for a free aeroplane 


Oriental set a low for presenta- 
tion production costs last week. 
Warehouse was ransacked, and the 
results, with costumes for the bal- | 
let $213. With talent show’: 

one of $1,699. 


were 


cost was the low 


ride. The tic-ups vary in each spot, 
with many using the Continental 
idea of the airport as a side line 
to amusements. 


Canned Salmon Record 


First canned exploitation to be 
worked with the talkers will go on 
the record when Radio Pictures’ 
salmon epic, “The Silver Horde,” 
makes its debut. 

The learned Daab-Warshawsky 
combo has seen to it that canned 
salmon dispensers will introduce 
window ecards in  delici stores 
wherever and whenever the picture 
is showing. 


U. Trimming Pay Roll 


The 


versal 


of Unt- 
by the 


office 
been 


pavrol 
lightened 


home 
has 


elimination of 30 people during the 


|jpast week. These were mostly as- 
isistants or clerical aides. Almost 
every department was affected. 

Reason mia usual summer 
retrenchment stull 
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Cable Address? VARINEWS, PARIS 


“VARIETY’S” PARIS OFFICE Central 01-57; Louvre, 52-15 


6 Paris Building, 15 Boulevard des Italiens 


South America No Like Backstage 


London Society Split | Japan's Theatre Trust Cuts 207, 


Buenos Aires, July 12. 


In the thick of the season, the 
conclusion is that the public is get- 
ting an overdose of backstage re- 
vues. Now running are “Sally,” 
“It’s a Great Life,’ “Gold Diggers of 
Broadway,” “Happy Days,” with 
“Puttin’ on the Ritz” announced and 
several more in the offing. 

Public is taking to “Sally,” which 
started at $3 and is now $1.50 at a 
second run, but it is getting critical 
of the rest. At the second perform- 
ance of “Gold Diggers” audience 
shuffled uneasily after Nick Lucas 
had sung about his sixth song, and 
even though it was at the classy 
Palace, the raspberry was perilously 
near. 


Most of these pieces are alike and 
the public here is showing its 
teeth. Incidentally these pictures 
are playing into the hands of the 
anti-American fans because of the 
uncouth language and general all- 
round toughness. 

Local audiences want to know 
why the artists invariably scrap off- 
stage. They have learned English 
from those whose diction is not in- 
terspersed with “ain’t” and “didn’t 
oughters,” diction which nullifies 
the argument advanced here in favor 
of talkers that it was one way of 
learning a foreign language. Latins 
here sit in the dark and try and 
puzzle out the meaning of bad 
grammar, the puzzle getting deeper 
when they’re told it’s a form of 
humor. 

To keep these markets, American 
producers will have to discover 
something in Spanish akin to Norma 
Shearer and Ruth Chatterton—so 
far the only excuse for talking pic- 
tures other than revues. “The 
Benson Murder Case” a long step 
forward in the making of foreign 

, films but it will have to be im- 
proved upon, especially as regards 
the women. 

Internationals, N. Y. 

International versions are through 
here. “Dynamite” proved that. It 
was as good as could be made, but 
not good enough, Pictures with in- 
terposed titles which cut out some 
of the action at least give the audi- 
ence an idea of the plot: “Sally” 
was quite successful and Metro 
made a good job with “It’s a Great 
Life.” 

On the other hand “Coquette” 
turned out to be a terrible piece of 
cheese. Mary Pickford never was a 
success down here, anyway, and her 
first. talking picture sans talk got 
the fans’ goat. Booked solid for 
weeks, it never got beyond the first, 
and despite the excellent publicity 
and ballyhoo, “Coquette” has. been 
withdrawn. 

“Rio Rita” was another example. 
R-K-O sold Tombardo of the Ideal 
a dubbed version, and if Lombardo 
knew what he was doing, the fact 
remains that if he had an eye to 
future business, he made a laugh- 
ing stock out of his first run house, 
which caters to the best trade. 
Here the whole business was turned 
to account by the anti-American 
locals, who miss no opportunity of 

razzing American products. 

; “Anna Karenina” is packing a 

first run house, the Paris, twice a 

day, at $3. Locals are falling for 
this, the only silent on in the city, 
as a reaction from the talkers. 
Looked upon with some doubt by 
Metro, the picture is now hitting as 
few are doing, and suggests the 
practicability of more of.this class 
for foreign markets. 

All Laurel and Hardy comedies 

} are going over with a bang. The 

public likes to laugh and this pair 

wives it to them. So far not a semi- 

: fiop has been registered and Metro 
, is pulling more dough out of this 
comedy pair with one picture than 

all of S. A. gave for a year under 

; the old system. The pigeon Span- 
ish of Laurel and Hardy is.relished 
and the two-reelers are made into 
the tit-bit of the evening 

Making the Worst 

“Love Parade’s” record will not 
be beaten this year. Opening 
nearly three months ago at the As- 
tral at $3, it has been packing ’em 
aR in ever since at the same rate. It 

fi goes off July 9 to make way for 
“The Vagabond King,” and will have 
run some 250 consecutive by then, to 
somewhere around 400,000 pesos 
($165,000), which may not sound 
Jike much money in the States, but 
it’s never been even halved in one 
house on a first run. 

As cabled recently, the mayor has 
included several important bodies in 
his inquiry committee on sound and 
talking pictures. The idea of letting 
“4 the theatre owners was wise and 
now those who have just as much of 
a stake in the business as the mu- 
sicians and playwrights will have a 
voice. The net result may be any- 
thing. 

Argentina is not yet developed to 
the point of making any save the 
worst pictures and the hundreds of 


Talkers: “Love Parade’s” $165,000 


By Harry E. Goldflam 


| Hungary’s Heavy Tariff 
For Imported Talkers 


Budapest, July 12. 
After many months of discussion 
and controversy, today’s official 
gazette publishes the new govern- 


ment decree about impcrtation of 
motion pictures. For every foreign 
picture imported into Hungary, the 
importer must pay a fee for having 
it censored (censor fee not men- 
tioned); for every meter of silent 
film, 20 filler (about 3.5 cents), and 
for every meter of sound film, 40 
filler (7 cents), to go towards the 
Film Funda with the ultimate object 
of manufacturing all-Hungarian- 
made pictures, and for every big 
imported sound picture over 1,509 
meters in length, 1,000 pengos 
(about $180), and for every short, 
400 pengos ($76). 

These latter_.sums are to pay for 
premiums which will be given to 
foreign manufacturers or Hun- 
garian ones, for that matter if they 
manufacture pictures here. 

Silent films are exempt from hav- 
ing to pay for these “contingental 
tickets”; they can be imported after 
having paid only the first two kinds 
of levy. Amount of premium 
awarded to Hungarian-made pic- 
tures depends entirely on the Film 
Foundation’s sweet will, 

Ministers of interior and of com- 
merce may arbitrate together over 
life and death of the film industry, 
according to this decree. 

Distributors, exhibitors and small 
local producers had been hoping 
for the dawn of a better day when 
this long-expected decree was pub- 
lished, but there is scarcely any 
change and certainly none for the 
better. Trade is ruined by these 
heavy taxes, Film Fund gathers in 
the money and offers no guaranty 
that it will be used for the improve- 
ment of national production, which 
is the Fund’s alleged purpose. 


South Africa 


By H. Hanson 


Capetown, July 5. 

Vaudeville acts at Tivoli are Tom 
D. Newell, dance comedian; Eva 
Grey, comedienne; Dorothy Lena, 
comedy girl; Rand W. Roberts, 
equilibrist; Royce and King, sing- 
ers and dancers; Mae Baird and 
Arehie Thompson, burlesque dan- 
cers. 


A South African weekly publica- 
tion, “The Outspan,” had a compe- 
tion going to find a South African 
film star. Molly Lamont, of Dur- 
ban, got the biggest points, which 
won her the prize of going to Eng- 
land for a film test at Elstree 
Studio. She sailed June 20 on the 
Windsor Castle. Miss Lamont has 
thoughtfully decided not to go to 
Hollywood. 


A good bill getting business at the 
Empire, Johannesburg. Three 
Adams Sisters in a big tip-top act 
that gets great appreciation. Clever, 


neat and a well presented turn, 
these girls are a riot. Elsie Bower 
and Billy Rutherford, clever. Willie 
Schenk and Co.; M. and A. W. Asia, 
billiard ball jugglers; silly Kay, 
comedian; fanetti Duo, comedy 
tumbling; De Marlo and La Mar- 
letta, contortionists; Russel Carr, 


with Olive Grey, ventriloquist. 


Another Spanish Talker 
Madrid, July 12. 

A new Spanish talker, written by 
Jose Luis Salada, with music by 
the composer Vives, will be made in 
Germany by Renaissance Films of 
Madrid. 

Although the composer is a great 
musician, the author has no great 
literary reputation, nor is the 
Madrid firm possessors of suffii- 
cient funds to make a great film. 


theatres here must rely on Ameri- 
can films, for which a steady mar- 
ket has been created. The foreign 
films, meaning German, French and 
others, are not liked, and we have 
seen the best produced so far. 
Nevertheless American  producrs 
must give something better than the 
backstage angle if they are to keep 
their hold here. If they do that, the 
present agitation means nothing at 
all 


On 2 Film Premieres 


London, July 22. 

The premiere of the Byrd South 
Pole expedition (Par.) at the Carl- 
ton drew a class audience last night 
(21), ineluding Prince George and 
Lady Hilton Young, Captain Scott’s 
widow and Herbert Ponting, sur- 
vivor of the Scott expedition. 

A counter-attraction that drew 
another section of London society 
was Universal’s “Phantom of the 
Opera” at the Dominion. 

“The Daily Mail’ has carried on 
a campaign against “Phantom” and 
it was feared there might be a 
demonstration at its premiere. The 
first performance passed quietly. 
“The Man” ignored the opening. 

“Phantom of the Opera” is sup- 
ported by a lavish stage show, not 
well produced. From the reaction 
displayed at the premiere it doesn’t 
look like more than a fortnight. 


SOVIET OGLING 
FOREIGN MART 


Berlin, July 12. 


Russian picture’ representatives 
here are studying the talker situa- 
tion with an eye as to how the 
Russian sound film, if it should be 
built up, could be played in Ger- 
many and also in other foreign 
countries. 

Contact between the Russian rep- 
resentatives and Tobis has been 
established. 

All such sound picture plans for 
Germany are governed by the license 
difficulties and if they are done 
away with. 


Off Salaries of All Legit Talent 


. QUOTA AMENDMENT 


All Political Parties Supporting— 
$60,000 Minimum Production Cost 


London, July 22. 

A bill amending the quota law is 
being introduced in Parliament to- 
day (22), with the support of all 
political parties. 

It proposes the raising of the 
quota of British films to 50% by 
1934. 

The measure removes the restric- 
tion on employment of foreign 
players, but fixes $60,000 as the 
minimum production cost of a fea- 
ture. Geoffrey Mander, noted Par- 
liamentarian, is behind the bill. 


Petrovitch’s Jem 


Berlin, July 12. 


Ivan Petrovitch, the Hungarian 
film actor, for a time very popular 
in Germany, has brought attention 
to himself because of a homicide 
caused by negligence by running 
over a child with his car, after 
which he did not refrain from visit- 
ing a dancing place in the evening. 
He is now involved in a lawsuit 
for breach of contract. 

Petrovitch was expected to start 
an engagement at the Deutches 
Lichtspielsyndikat, a German ex- 
hibitors’ producing syndicate, which 
is shooting with the French film 
producer, . Jean de Merly, “Va 
Banque.” In spite of the Lichspiel- 
syndikat’s request, Petrovitch did 
not show up in time but is working 
at the moment with Metro, and sent 
word that he could not return be- 
fore August. 


British Film Field — 


By Frank Tilley 


London, July 12. 
Town has been rampant this week 
with tip-offs on resignations high 
up in the theatre end of Gaumont- 
British, also of a further deal by the 
Ostrers. 


On .the former, it is common 
knowledge Will Evans, joint manag- 
ing director with Charles Woolf of 
the corporation, will not stand for 
interference on the theatre side and 
has on more than one occasion 
threatened to resign when things 
have been in the air not to his lik- 
ing. Evans is well fixed financially 
and does not give a hoot for any- 
thing except running the theatres 
the way he thinks they should be 
run, especially with regard to book- 
ings. -He’ has forced the existing 
situation in which the circuit pays 
no higher than 25% on shares and 
will not give guarantees nor pay for 
disks. Several outputs do not play 
the Gaumont-British theatres be- 
cause the distribs will not take his 
terms. 

On the second rumor, of a new 
Ostrer deal, closest probing in the 
best-served City quarters fails to 
find anything yet. But follow- 
ing Harley Clarke’s visit, though 
publicly said to be for nothing else 
but Greater London Counties 
Trust business, and lined up with 
some hot arguments evidently going 
on in the theatre end of Gaumont- 
British, there seems to be something 
doing. 

But it is pretty certain the Ostrers 
would go to any length to keep it 


under cover after the rampant 
stories their former deals have 
caused and especially afte: Lord 


Lee of Fareham’s recent denial there 
was or was going to be any foreign 
control. 

U. A. and Theatres 

U. A. is still dickering for two 
houses in the West End, United has 
its .scouts around the Provinces. 
May take Adelphi and Jack Buch- 
anan theatres, latter still building, 
with Strand as further’ choice. 
This, on Aldwych, does not look too 
good a bet for films. 

United’s trouble is it can’t get an 
outlet in the West End proper as it 
won't play with Evans on his terms 
for the Gaumont houses and all 
that’s left is other American dis- 
tribs’ key theatres. 

This week they got a bit of a 
break on next week’s Regal pro- 
gram to follow “All Quiet” there 
when the Universal picture closes 
this 12th. Warners had booked 
“Hold Everything” for the Regal 


date, but this 10th an argument de- 


veloped about the amount to be 
allocated to advertising and the 
booking blew. United get in instead 
with “Be Yourself” and _ Elinor 
Glyn’s British bust, “Knowing Men.” 
If that’s the program Regal likes it’s 
their business. 


Paying the Rent 

Alhambra still making the grade 
with “All Quiet,” though it has 
flopped at Regal in this, its 4th 
week. Alhambra gets first $5,000 
gross on this Universal talker, Uni- 
versal taking second $5,000 and after 
split 50-50. 

First time since it went talker for 
Maxwell, Alhambra is making its 
rent and a little coffee-and-cake 
money over. 

Folks Around 

Bess Lonergan, Beulah Living- 
ston and Fannie Hurst all here 
vacationing and getting atmosphere. 
Bess Lonergan went out to the B. I. 
P. studios at Elstree this week with 
a party of Labor Members of Par- 
liament and everybody drank water 
except Bess. 

Pat Dixon of “Sunday News” fol- 
lows this writer as editor of ‘“Cine- 
matograph Times,” with James 
Wood, formerly P. D. C.’s (Pathe) 
press manager, and Rose Squier, 
daughter of M-G-M’s general man- 
ager and at present of “Picture- 
goer,” fan monthly, as assistants. 
“Cine Times” has hitherto been a 
one-man paper. ; 

Dominion theatre goes talker this 
21st with Universaks sounded 
“Phantom.” Moss house seats 3,000. 
This is its first talker. Throwing a 
stage presentation and a simulta- 
neous pre-release at Scala, Glasgow. 
“Phantom” is the picture wh‘ch was 
banned here by the exhibs’ national 
body after the episode of troops 
used to escort negative from South- 
ampton. Bryson was the fall guy 
for the rap and had a good answer 
if he’d ever made it. But Jimmie, 
being a queer mixture, accepted the 
conventional British idea about the 
British Army and said no more. 

In the House this week President 
of Board of Trade Graham refused 
to tell what price the W-- Depart- 
ment had put on the services of a 
battalion of infantry requested by 
British Instructional company for 
use in “Tell England.” Secr. .ry 
of War Tom Shaw said so far from 
the army undercutting film extras 
the army asked so much the film 
compar could not meet “the exces- 
sive demand.” “3 


Catholics and Films 
Apart from other and internal 
trade angles, it is becoming more 
and more noticeable how much at- 
tention Rome is paying to the 
screen. Ireland has a ban from this 
angle on a number of pictures and 
(Continued on page 43) 


” 


Tokyo, July 6, 

Effective July 1, salaries of prae- 
tically all Japon’s actors, actresses, 
Girectors and theatre employees who 
earn $100 a month or more were 
cut 20%. The slash decreed by: the 
Shochiku Theatrical Company. It 
controls every first rate legit ana 
film house in the country. 

The profession has taken the sale 
ary reduction without open objec- 
tion, as the company’s stranglehold 
on the entire business means a 
smaller salary is better than a per- 
manent holiday. ‘ 

Also effective, admission down 
25% in all Shochiku houses. ‘Pop 
has been $4. It will now be $3 

Japan is laboring under a severe 
business depression, reflé#tion of the 
American’ slump to a large extent, 
Almost half of Japan’s exports ‘are 
silk and the United States takes 
about 80% of it. Wall Street put 
silk prices on the toboggan and 
Japan felt the pinch. Declines’ for 
other commodities and troubles with 
China and India were other ¢on- 
tributing factors. ' 

The actors think the trouble is 
even more fundamental than the 
economie slump, holding that the 
gate has been dropping because the 
Shochiku authorities have been suf- 
fering from fatty degeneration of 


the brain. The choice of plays has 
been terrible. With no real com- 
petition, one leading actor says, 


the Shochiku management has been 
selecting plays which appealed to 


(Continued on page 41) 


W. E. WILL WIRE DESPITE 


Paris, June 12. 

American equipment scored when 
Western Electric contracted to 
equip the Pierre Braunberger studio 
in Billiancourt. 

Tobis had been pencilled for the 
job but Braunberger finally decided 
for Western at the Jast moment in 
spite of his strong German affilia- 
tions for production. 

Robert Florey is currently making 
for him “L’Amour Chante” (Love 
Sings) in Berlin. 


Egypt 


By Edward Asswad 


Cairo, July 5. 
Following the success which was 
scored . by the Egyptian film, 
“Zeinab,” the Ramese Films Co. 
received several offers for its silent 
picture. Company has sent a copy 
to a French firm and another to 
Ufa in Germany in order to enable 
both firms to make their respective 
evaluations, 
“Zeinab” will be presented for the 
third time in Alexandria July 16. 
The newly founded Nile Films 
company has produced its first pic- 
ture, “The Midnight Crime,” a 
drama in eight parts, the incidents 
of which have been run in the mad- 


ern quarters of Cairo, Heliopolis 
and Heluan. The principal roles 
are assumed by Abdel Moném 
Mokhtar, the well known sports- 
man, and Miss Nadia of the 
Rameses theatre. Minor parts are 
held by: Soliman E)] Fransawy, 


Yussef Rashad, Alvia Gameel, Mary 
and Nina, Labib Hanafy; Anwar 
Waegedy and Fathel Bab Tewrfik. 


Moonlight,’ at the American .Ces- 
mograph, Cairo, has scored. great 
success. It’s a modern drama in,11 
parts with Abdel Moti Hegazy, 
Insaf Rushdy, Mme. Elena Eterna, 
Mahmud Sadek, Mme, Zahia Sami, 
Mme. Khayria Gamal, Hussein 
Mahmud, G. Rousso, A. Hadjandria, 
Fawzy Mahmud, Mohamed Ahmed. 

The Casino San Stefano, Alexan- 
dria, has engaged Olga Kirowa, well 
known dancer, and Raymond Gaul- 
let, violinist. 


Attractions at the Pergola Nuzha 
Casino, Alexandria, include the bal- 
let Andy Krukowsky, Max Pearly, 
Ada Ryan, dancers; music | By 
D’Ambra Jazz, 

The commission instituted for the 
renovation of the Arabic theatre 
has chosen 122 foreign plays for 
adaptation to the Arabic stage. 
Among those proposed are “The 
Merchant of Venice,” “Andro- 
maque,” “Bagdad Princess,” 
Ecole des Charlatans,” “Guillaume 
Tell,” “Anna Karenine,” “Resurrec- 


tion,” ete. 
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LONDON 7 


CB Takes Over Small Circuit 
For Sole Bookings—Conditions 


London, July 22. 
Control of United Picture The- 
atres has finally passed to Gaumont 
British effective today (22). 


Will Evans, Charles Woolf and 
Mark Ostrer take their places on 
the United board in place of 
Maurice Jenks, Henry Reynolds and 

Yeville. 
of second debenture 
ponds in the amount of $375,000 at 
10% with Gaumont British agreeing 
to assume all bonds not subscribed 
to by present ‘United Shareholders. 

Gaumont thus becomes general 
manager and operator of the United 
string and will book it as it does its 
own circuits. In return Gaumont 
gets $52,000 a year as administra- 
tion expenses, aside from cost of 
operating the houses and also takes 
$15,000 and 10% of any money set 
aside for dividend disbursements. 

The agreement is for five years. 
Gaumont has power to cease hook- 
ing with any distributor with which 
Gaumont British is in conflict, such 
action to be without explanation to 
the United stockholders. The au- 
thority to cease relations, however, 
may not be invoked as against more 
than two distributors at one time. 

United is a small company oper- 
ating seven cinemas in the suburbs 
and in provincial cities. 


CHEVALIER’S ‘BIG POND’ 
IN FRENCH OPENS BIG 


Paris, July 22. 

The 1,850 capacity Paramount 
clocked 11,000 admissions Friday 
and 11,700 on Sunday on the open- 
ing of Chevalier’s “The Big Pond.” 

This exceeded expectations even 
in Maurice’s home grounds consid- 
ering “Parade D'Amour” (Love Pa- 
‘yade), proving somewhat negative 
because. of bad cuttin job last 
spring. “Pond” was made with a 
100 per cent. French version, hence 
the great interest. 


Egypt’s Educationals 


Cairo, July 22. 

The Egyptian Government, which 
has several times embarked upon 
film production programs and then 
abandoned them, has a new scheme. 

The cabinet will give its support 
to a plan of making a series of pic- 
tures dealing with rural life, with 
particular reference to improved 
farming methods and the building 
up of native agriculture. 


5. A. Sound Device 


Capetown, July 22. 

Kinemas, Ltd., has just announced 
to the trade that it has obtained 
control of a new device which 
makes dialog product available to 
houses not equipped with standard 
equipment. 

The apparatus apparently is an 
adaptation of the familiar syn- 
chronization Cevice. 


Sonin’s Aerial Feat 


Buenos Aires, July 22. 
Hand it to foreign executives’ 
Publicity. 
_ Carl Sonin, Metro-Goldwyn chief 
in this territory, went aloft in a 
plane and from the air managed to 
make a communication hook-up, 
Which was relayed via radio to 
Hollywood. 


Scale Cut by W-T 
“Sydney, July 22. 
Williamson-Tait has reduced ad- 
missions in Melbourne. 
| Change applies to the houses op- 
*rated in connection with the con- 
cern’s circuit policy, as  distin- 


Suished from houses operated as 
Units, 


Sydney’s Long Runs 
Sydney, July 22. 
Haymarket, Sydney, is 
§ from weekly change to 
Ong run policy. 
he seven-day system was ap- 
ye by Union Theatres, but failed 
draw Satisfactorily. 


The 
SWitchin 
1 


Pit Orchestras Go Back; 
Ovation for Bandsmen 
By Audiences in S. A. 


Buenos Aires, July 22. 

Musicians are returning to a ma- 
jority of the picture houses here, 
mostly second runs under an ar- 
rangement brought about by the 
municipal authorities after a news- 
paper campaign over unemploy- 
ment. 

Due to the publicity the crusade 
got, the advent of bandsmen in the 
theatre pits was greeted with a pub- 
lic ovation. 


FRENCH USING NATIVES 
FOR EGYPTIAN-MADE 


. 


Cairo, July 22. 
The Aubert-Franco film group in 
Paris has made it known that it 
has in mind the production of an 
Oriental picture here. This would 
be the first subject by a foreign 
film maker using native talent. 
Negotiations are progressing for 
the engagement of Munira Elmah- 
dia, probably the best known sing- 
er in Egypt for the principal sing- 
ing role, while it is proposed to en- 
gage Aziza Emil for the star part. 


Silent to Big Trade 


Amsterdam, July 22. 
The silent picture, “Weisze 
Hoelle Pizz Palu” is making an ex- 


cellent record at the Tuschinski. 
“Speedway” (M-G-M) is success- 
ful at the Roxy. 


P.D.C. Will Pay $3,500 for 
West End ‘Show Window’ 


London, July 22. 
The Producing Distributors Co. is 
negotiating for a West End theatre 
to be used as a “show window” for 


its product, but is very secretive 
about the particular house involved. 

The inside version is that it is 
either the Palace or the Prince Ed- 
ward, with the latter regarded as 
more likely. The Prince Edward is 
ideally suited in physical character 
for a flicker palace, but the trouble 
is the rental at which it is held. 

The asking figure is $4,000 a week, 
with P.D.C. prepared to pay $3,500 
and ready to launch a big scale ad- 
vertising campaign which is essen- 
tial for this new house, rather off 
the beaten peth. 

Trade understanding is that the 
closing of a deal is not far off. 


Germany Showing Own 


Rum-Runners in Film 
Vienna, July 22. 

Germany appearently also has its 
bootleggers and its rum-running 
troubles as exemplified in “The 
Night Is Stormy.” This new film 
centers about booze-smuggling in 
the North Sea. 

Walter Jankuhn from the Johann 
Strauss theatre here; Maria Ney 
and Maria Solveig are set for the 
leads, 


” 
“Lummox” Barred 
Sydney, July 22. 

A government official has just 
prohibited the further exhibition 
here of “Lummox.” 

Action was taken in spite of the 
fact that the picture had _ been 
passed by the censor, and had run 
two weeks in a Sydney theatre. 


Foreign Version Shorts 
Los Angeles, July 22. 

Columbia is making foreign ver- 
sions of Eddie Buzzell’s’ shorts, 
“Bedtime Stories for Grownups.” It 
is not known whether Buzzell is in 
on the foreign income. 

The comedian has already com- 
pleted three of the series for the 
studio, 


MORE MONEY FOR QUOTA 
TALKERS MADE BY U 


London, July 22. 

Universal is  dickering with 
Arthur Varney to produce a British 
quota talking feature, with Uni- 
versal advancing $50,000 toward the 
negative cost. 

The sum involved is significant. 
Universal previously has booked in 
British made product of indifferent 
quality in order to make up the 
quota footage requirements. 

The deal suggests a change of 
attitude, probably inspired by in- 
creasing severity of the Board of 
Trade in enforcing the conditions 
of the quota law as to footage of 
native product screened. 


FILMS 
LONDON HOUSES 


London, July 22. 
“The Blue Angel,” first German- 
made Ufa talker, featuring Emil 


Jannings, opens at the Regal in 
August. 
‘The Love Waltz,” another Ufa 


production, is due at the Alhambra 
about the middle of next month. 

Provincial Cinema’s new house, 
Victoria, scheduled to open _ in 
August will feature British Inter- 
national’s “Young Woodley.” 

All three pictures are either re- 
leased through British International 
or produced by that company. For 
an English company to have three 
films running in important West 
End houses at the same time is 
unprecedented. 


British International. Pictures, 
promoted to establish World Wide 
as an American medium for dis- 
tributic1., has sacrificed all interest 
in the company by defaulting in a 
stock payment, repo.ted officially, to 
total $220,000. As the result World 
Wide has reverted in its entirety 
to Educational Pictures, which was 
to have only handled the foreign 
product through its exchanges. 

By taking over World Wide, Edu- 
cational has automatically had its 
policy of producing short subjects 
include feature lengths as well. 

The old agreement whereby 80% 
of BJI.s_ product, regardless of 
merit, would go through World 
Wide-Educational, has also been 
torn up, the only understanding re- 
maining being that the Hammons 
company can take and leave what 
it likes from now on. 


ITALY’S MARKET BETTER 
FOR AMERICAN FILMS 


Rome, July 22. 

Prospects for the Italian market 
from the viewpoint of the American 
picture producer is favorable, ac- 
cording to a survey made here in 
the last few days. 

High cost of wiring—equipment 
costs around $15,000—coupled with 
the fact that there will shortly be 
no cheap product available from the 
States, is bound to put hundreds of 
small picture theatres out of busi- 
ness. 

Representatives of American prv- 
ducers see this as an element of 
trade betterment, since the Amer- 


ican exporter will have fewer cus- 
tomers, but will receive higher rent- 
als for talkers. That the rule 


against foreign dialog will be re- 
laxed is taken for granted on a 
basis of percentage—latest idea is 
that non-Italian dialog will be per- 
mitted to the extent of 20 to 25%. 
Another influence toward better net 
revenue for the foreign dealers, is 
that advertising costs are sure to 
be much reduced. 

There are now between 60 and 70 
wired houses in Italy. Trade es- 
timates figure that in 1931 this 
number will have increased to 200. 


“Cargo” Okayed on Appeal 
Sydney, July 22. 

The censor appeal board has re- 
leased “White Cargo” (W. P. Film- 
British-made), which had been 
banned on original viewing by the 
censor, 

Picture is controlled by Jack Mus- 
grove in this territory. Musgrove is 
associated with the Williamson-Tait 
interests and the picture goes into 
a leading Sydney house of that 
chain for a run 


Cairo’s Newsreel Shots 
Of Political Riots by 
U. S. Firm Suppressed 


Cairo, July 22. 

Shots of scenes of disorder last 
week while the political riots were 
on, made by an American newsreel 
concern and destined for exhibition 
in the States, will never be shown. 
The pictures were seized by the 
government and confiscated, in spite 
of objections made by the American 
consulate. 


Action described appears to be by 
the native government. The Brit- 
ish government’ has_ permitted 
camera records of the troubles in 
India to be exported, and London 
has declared a policy in Egypt of 
leaving the country to deal with its 
own internal disorders. 

The MacDenald government 
ordered two warships to Alexandria 
last week, but made it clear that 
its purpose was entirely to see to 
the protection of lives of foreigners 
and foreign-owned property. 


RECORDING ABROAD 
AND PARIS PARLEY 


Paris, July 22. 

Significant reflection of the prob- 
abilities of outcome of the sound 
patent conference here comes in 
the statement to “Variety” of Curtis 
Melnitz, general manager of Terra 
Film (new concern supposed to be 
backed by American capital), that 
he will shortly be ready to record 
product in London on either RCA 
Photophone or Western Electric 
apparatus, the versions to be in 
English, German and French. 

Subject under way is a film adap- 
tation of Offenbach’s work entitled 
“Pariser Leben.” The recording on 
American apparatus is by special! 
license of the German recording 
concerns. 

If, however, the principle of in- 
terchangeability is established as 
an outcome of the Paris conference, 
Melnitz will use the Tobis recording 
system and do the recordings in 
Berlin instead. 


Score Charges Serious 
With English Exhibs 


London, July 22. 

A conference takes place tomor- 
row (23) between the Exhibitors 
national body and the Distributors 
Society on the question of removal 
of score charges and end of the 
guarantee system, 

All the distributors with the ex- 
ception of Paramount are now will- 
ing to forego the guarantee system. 
Paramount is standing .pat on this 
particular issue. 

The Warners is the only concern 
which persists in continuing the 
score charges. Warners is one of 
the few leading distributors supply- 
ing sound on disc. 

Unless changing its position on 
the question, the Exhibitors’ asso- 
ciation, numbering 3,500 houses and 
comprising probably 90% of this 
market, threaten to cease booking 
such product beginning Sept. 1. 


Spanish Comedy Talker 


Buenos Aires, July 22. 
“Estrellados” (M-G-M), Spanish 
picture based on the same story as 
“Free and Easy,” and also starring 
suster Keaton, opened simultane- 
ously in first run at the Palace and 
Grand Splendid here with capacity 
audiences, 

This is Metro’s first comedy at- 
tempt of the kind and was acclaimed 
by the reviewers. 


Violinist as Type 
Cairo, July 22. 
Sami Shawa, celebrated Oriental 
violinist, is on his way to Paris 
under engagement to appear in a 
film to be produced there. 

Story has a Far East background, 
for which reason Shawa was select- 
ed as a type. ; 


“Desert Song” Hit 
Capetown, July 22. 
African Theatres has an excep- 
tional money maker in “The Des- 
ert Song” (WB) current at the Al- 
hambra, Capetown, on twice daily | 
basis, 


GERMAN QUOTA 
LAW WORKING: 
ONE HAPPY 


— 


Berlin, July 22. 

With drastic tightening of Ger- 
man quota restrictions (which ap- 
parently mean the nullification of 
arrangements framed by the Paris 
sound patent conference) Will Hays 
has quit Berlin and it is predicted 
American distributors will retire 
from the German market. 
It became apparent that the new 
quota will mean a great deal to 
UFA, which intends to increase this 
season’s production program by 15 
dialog pictures, making a total of 
43. 


UFA also will buy Emelka prod- 
uct, if it turns out any completed 
features. UFA may even take that 
company over to carry out a pro- 
duction schedule, since it is doubt- 
ful whether the German govern- 
ment which owns a large interest in 
Emelka would appropriate funds 
sufficient to carry through a produc- 
tion policy. 

Strong editorial protests appeared 
yesterday (21) in the Berlin “Tage- 
blatt,” the Berlin ‘Boersencourir” 
and other lay newspapers as well as 
other leading journals against the 
new Quota law. 

They point out that the new law 
is impracticable, vexatious and en- 
dangers any possible co-operation 
between the German trade and that 
of France or England. 

Goldschmidt, of Suedfilm Co., goes 
so far as to declare that he will 
take the field in a counter move- 
ment against the Quota system as 
laid down by the Reichstag com- 
mittee, 

New restrictions were made ef- 
fective by a committee of the Reich- 
stag which now has been dissolved 
so that no new system is possible 
before the establishment of a new 
Parliment probably late in Septem- 
ber. This situation is somewhat 
qualified by the fact that the new 
regulation gives certain discretion 
in making changes to the Minister 
of the Interior. 

The Reichstag committee placed 
the administration of the new law 
into the hands of the Ministry of 


(Continued on page 52) 


WARNERS MAKING 6 
TALKERS IN GERMANY 


Berlin, July 22. 

Warner Bros. today (22) makes 
announcement of its production pro- 
gram here, its import being taken 
to be in conflict with the views at- 
tributed to Will Hays. 

To begin with Warners will make 
six talking pictures here, several to 
be in association with Nero Films 
and the Tobis interests. 


Par’s Year Way South 


Buenos Aires, July 22. 

“The Vagabond King” (Par) in 
its first week equalled the record 
figure of the same company’s “Love 
Parade,” the gross of the Chevalier 
picture being the high mark for 
South America, 

“Parade” now is in second run 
and continuing to pile up sensa- 
tional grosses in spite of the coun- 
ter-attraction of the opera season 
and trade depression. It looks like 
Paramount's banner year in this 
field with “King” and “Parade” play- 
ing to capacity right along. 


Harry Warner Mum 
Berlin, July 22. 

Harry Warner arrived in Berlin 
Friday (18) but so far has devoted 
himself to confidential talks with 
leaders of the German trade. 

He has not granted interviews 
to the Berlin newspapers. 

Joseph Schnitzer, president of 
Radio Pictures, will remain in Ber- 
lin until tomorrow, completing a 


survey of the sound situation here. 
Harry Warner is expected to start 
New York tomorrow (23) 


back to 


also, 


called home by 
his father, it is said. 
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8 VARIETY 


PICTURE 


GROSSES 


Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


Blushing Brides’ to $50,000 Wk. at 
Oriental and H. 0.; Both Unusual; 


Two R-K-0 Vaudtilms, $500 Apart 


Chicago, July 22, 
Weather: hot 
They got used t» the heat last 
week. Grosses went up with the 
thermometer. 
Paradoxical reason was a good 


bunch of programers in the weekly 
change loop houses, But the run 
‘theatres also held. 

Oriental was the sweet surprise, 
in the lead at $50,000, remarkably 
good gross and near the house top. 
Cause was “Our Blushing Brides” 
(M-G). Seeing this five-and-ten 
picture hold them in lines all week 
encouraged Publix to hold the pic- 
ture over, something rarely done, 
especially in the Oriental, which 
has been a constant worry. 

Chicago also staged a nice come- 
back. From a brutal $36,800 the 
previous week, it sallied near the 
50 mark with “So This Is London,” 
and just behind the Oriental. 

That the Palace and State-Lake, 
R-K-O’s two vaude houses, re- 
main competitive showed in their 
grosses, $500 within each other; the 
State-Lake topping with $17,500. 
Both these spots were up, but for 
the Palace it took a strong vaude 
bill and ‘Shooting Straight” (Ra- 
dio), favored by the critics, to do 
the job. 

Of the run houses, the Roosevelt 
had a fortifying third week with 
“Byrd” (Par). This Antarctic pic- 
ture stayed at a level third week, 
and instead of being jerked the 
middle of this week may be held 
through. 

United Artists for the first time 
in a long while did consistent two 
weeks with one picture, this time 
“Song o’ My Heart,” and the picture 
stayed. It dropped a normal $7,000 
from a strong starting gross of $30,- 
000. “Big House” dropped more 
severely in its 24d week at the Mc- 
Vicker’s, but is still good music to 
the cashiers. 

Woods ended one nice week with 
“Lawful Larceny” (Radio), but will 
jerk it for ‘“‘Hell’s Island” the mid- 
dle of the week. Monroe and Or- 
pheum both showed slight rises. 
“All Quiet” closed its 2d loop run 
after two weeks at the Garrick and 
will open its third 1. r. at the Or- 
pheum Friday (25). 


Estimates for Last Week 

Chicago (Publix-B. & K.) (4,000; 
50-75-85)—“So This Is London” 
(Fox). Stage show. After going 
deep into the red the previous week 
there were signs of relief when this 
ace house swerved upward several 
thou to $47,500, within the normalcy 
range. Will Rogers’ draw follow- 
ing his personal appearance at this 
house was noticeable. 

McVivkers (Publix-B,. & K.) (1,865; 
50-75-85) — “Big House” (M-G). 
Smash which opened to near house 
record recorded a bit below the 
usual second week, but still good at 
$39,500. 


Monroe (Fox) (1,000; 25-40)— 
“Love's Romance” (Fox). Quietly 
successful with $4,100, nearly a 


grand over previous week. 


Oriental (Publix-B. & K.) (3,200; 
50-75-85)—-“Our Blushing Brides” 
(M-G). Stage show. Picture just 
suited to this theatre’s common 
people and 5:30-girl trade, with 
constant holdout lines throughout 
week. Grabbed extraordinary $50,- 
000, and held over. 

Orpheum (Warner) (799; 35-50)— 
“Devil's Holiday” (Par.). Swell for 
this little spot at $6,200. 

Palace (R-K-O) (2,300; 50-75-85) 
—‘“Shooting Straight” (Radio). 
Vaude. Picture liked and backed by 
strong show got $17,000, increase 
over the disheartening gross pre- 
vious week. 

Roosevelt (Publix-B. & K.) (1,- 
500; 50-75-85).—“‘With Byrd” (Par). 


Extraordinary 3d week, equaling the 
previous week with another $21,000. 
Holds on, possibly through this 
week, 

State-Lake (R-K-O) (2,700: 50- 


75)—“Flirting Widow” (FN). Vaude. 
Still weak at $17,500, as anything 
under 20 is considered so for this 
spot. Up $1,000 over week before, 
however. Had nothing to sell out- 
side of Jennie Goldstein, not gen- 
erally known here. 

United Artists (Publix-UA) (1,- 
700; 50-75-85)—“Song o’ My Heart” 
(Fox). Limousines still rolling to 
this house, which did good biz with 
same picture two weeks straight. 
Nice $23,000, normal weekly drop of 
$7,000, and stays on. 

Woods (R-K-O) (1,200; 75-85)— 
“Lawful Larceny” (Radio). One 
week of average business with $11,- 
000, picture praised generally, but 
will be replaced this week. 


Garrick (Shubert) (1,200; 50-75) 
—“All Quiet” (U). Second loop 
showing around $7,000, and closed. 
House gets legit again in two weeks. 
“All Quiet” opens at the Orpheum 
Friday (25) for 3d loop run. 


PUBLIX STAFF SHIFT 
AT PORTLAND, ORE. 


Portland, Ore., July 22. 

Another Publix northwest shake- 
up. This eruption brought in peppy 
Conrad Holmes from Palm Beach 
to be local Publix No. 1 exec. He 
replaced J. G. McKowen. New 
policy is to feed pick films to Pub- 
lix Rialto (2,000 seats) with second 
choice and stage shows at the 3,500- 
seat Paramount. Stage band and 
organ novelties build up show at 
the Paramount. James O’Connell is 
new manager of the Rialto. 
This is duplication of Fox policy, 


which runs picked films, at the 
Parker-Fox United Artists, all 
sound. “Unholy Three’ did okay 


second week there. Fox-Broadway 
with F. & M. stage shows often 
gets top grosses with second choice 
films. 

Hamrick opened “Mammy” at the 
Music Box, had good week and may 
hold for short run. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“Good Intentions” (Fox). Lacked 
novelty, but registered. F. & M.'s 
“Brunettes” stage show good. $12,500. 
Paramount (Publix) (3,500; 25-50) 


—“Border Legion” (Par). Fair. 
Publix stage show, “Northern 
Nites.” $14,400. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,000; 25-50)— 
“Inside the Lines” (Radio). Vaude. 
Scoop was resurrection of Conan 
Doyle’s recent talking reel on spirit- 
ualism. $8,500. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,- 


200; 25-60) (2a week)—“Unholy 
Three.” Big summer draw. $5,000. 

Rialto (Publix) (2,000; 25-50)— 
“Sweethearts and Wives” (FN). 
Did well. $4,900. 


Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50)—“Mammy” (WB). Okay Ist 
week. $6,300. 


CINCY’S SUMMER HIGH 
$25,200-VAUDFILM BILL 


Cincinnati, July 22. 
(Draw. Pop., 700,000) 
Weather: Warm 


All grosses for last week showed 
gains over the previous week. De- 
cided drop in temperature helped 
the first half. Albee registered its 
summer high week with $1,200 ad- 
vance. Lyric had biggest leap at 
$4,500 increase. Palace rose $4,000. 
Keith’s jumped a grand. 

R-K-O management, headed by 
John L. McCurdy, is pepping things 
up in the former Lisbon houses with 
flash fronts and bigger and more 
appealing ads in the dailies. Pub- 
licity now handled by Bill Danziger. 
Most effective change is at Albee, 
where flesh and screen attractions 
have been considerably improved. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Albee (R-K-O) (3,300; 35-75)— 
Vaude, “Border Legion” (Par). 
$25,200. 

Capitol (R-K-O) (2,000; 30-50)— 
“Richest Man in World” (M-G-M). 
$12,200. 

Palace (R-K-O) (2,700; 30-50)— 
“On the Level” (Fox). $12,000. 

Lyric (R-K-O) (1,400; 30-50)— 
“Ladies of Leisure” (Col). $12,100. 

Keith’s (1,500; 30-50)—“Back Pay” 
(FN). $4,200. 

Family (R-K-O) (1,140; 30-50)— 
“Devil’s Holiday” (Par). $2,900. 

Strand (R-K-O) (1,350; 30-50)— 
“Notorious Affair” (FN). $3,800. 


RAIN IN DENVER 


Denver, July 22. 
(Draw Pop, 400,000) 
Weather: Rain 

One thing is in favor of theatres 
when it rains now. Folks can’t play 
on the miniatures. Seems. the 
midget owners should furnish um- 
brellas. However, two days last 
week has been the first time play 
was stopped on the courses since 
opening last spring. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 35-50- 


75), “Wide Open” (WB). Better 
than week before; $7,000. 

Tabor (Bennett) (2,200; 25-35- 
50), “Bride of Regiment.” Tied 
with previous week, $6,000. 

America (Huffman) (1,500; 20- 


30-40), “So This Is London” (Fox). 
Very gocd at $8,000. At Aladdin 


previously. 
Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-35- 
Down from 


50), “The Bad One.” 
Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 20-30-40), 


previous week; $16,000. 
Good, $4,750. 


“Social Lion.” 


WHY THE NORTH SHORE? 
That question’s never been asked 
by a guest of the NEW OCEAN 
HOUSE at Swampscott, Massa- 
chusetts—a hotel radiant in the 
firmanent of New England’s resort 
constellation. Its reputation as a 
foremost vacation  hostelry is 
world-wide. 

Its equally famous music is a 
MEYER DAVIS ORCHESTRA, 


GOOD GROSSES WITH 
BALTO’S INTENSE HEAT 


Baltimore, July 22. 


(Draw Pop, 850,000) 
Weather: Hot. 


After a good start the hottest 
weather of the season hit the town 
beginning Wednesday. At that, 
there were some fair returns, all 
considered. “The Bad One” at the 
Century was far from bad, and 
“Unholy 3” got a good intake at the 
Stanley. Both houses re- 
frigerated. 

That a good b. o. picture can 
even overcome the no-refrigerator 
handicap was proven by “The Big 
House.” This picture day-and- 
dated at the upstairs Valencia and 
the uptown Parkway. The former 
has a cooler and was all set for the 
tropical weather. Latter depends 
on fans. Picture b. o. success at 
both stands. “Shadow of the Law” 
did pretty well at Keith’s; ‘Good 
Intentions” just fair at the New. 
“Her Unborn Child” reported all 
okay at the Auditorium. Uptown 
Metropolitan was fair with “What 
a Man.” Rivoli closed for month, 
and Hippodrome and Little ditto. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Century (Loew), “Bad One” 
(3,200; 25-60). Started big. Heat 
hurt last half. Dave Schooler 


headed stage unit, and pleased; 
$19,000, okay, considering. 


Stanley (Loew). B. o. punch 
despite heat; $18,000. 
Valencia (Loew), “Big House” 


(1,200; 25-35). 
uptown Parkway. 
tory at $3,700. 
Parkway (Loew), “Big Mouse” 
(1,000; 25-35). Same story up here 
despite lack of cooling system. Big 


Day-and-dated with 
Very satisfac- 


at $4,200. 
New (M. Mechanic), “Good In- 
tentions” (1,500; 25-50). Average 


summer week; $5,500. 

Metropolitan (Warner - Equity), 
“What a Man.” Another summer 
week; $3,500. Frank Boucher now 
megr., replacing Chas. S. Lang, re- 


signed. 
Keith’s (Schanbergers), “Shadow 
of Law” (2,500; 25-50). Did very 


well; $10,000. 


TENT SHOW’S CUT SCALE 


Nightly 


Opposition of Stock Co. 
In Topeka 


Topeka, July 22. 
(Drawing Population, 85,000) 


Three more miniature golf 
courses folded. Waddell Players in 
stock and under canvas at the Fair 
grounds cut prices in half and 
packed their 1,200-seat tent every 
night, grossing as much for the 
week as they had taken the previ- 
ous month. Still, both the down- 
town picture houses doing first run 
business, managed to put on record 
the biggest week’s business of the 
summer. 


Estimates For Last Week 
Jayhawk (1,400-50) # £4(Fox). 
“Young Man of Manhattan” drew 
on strength of title, $2,300. “Byrd 

at Pole” pulled another $3,100. 
Novelty (1,200-50) (Fox). “Mon- 


panned heavily by 
ertics but western stuff pulled 
younger crowd; $2,500. 

Waddell Pavilion (1,200-25) (Ind). 
“The Push” renamed “Tamed and 
How” got away good to packed tent 
opening night. Continued to turn 
away Saturday. Seven perform- 
ances, $2,100. 

Isis (600-35) (Ind). Stage show 
only, tab company recruited for 
opening didn’t score any smash, 


tana Moon,” 


but house dark three years; $1,100. 


‘BRIDES’ FULL OF SEX, 
$30,000 AT MINN—BIG 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

(Drawing Pop., 500,000 

Weather: Unfavorable 
Show biz here seems to take its 
cue from the stock market. The big 
rally under way in the market ap- 
parently has communicated to the 
local rialto. Maybe the _ soaring 
grosses simply constitute a rally in 
a bear theatrical market that’s still 
with us. However, everybody's hop- 
ing for the best, 
Two weeks ago, when Will Rogers 
in person did around $40,000 at the 
Minnesota and “‘Byrd at the Pole” 
close to $10,000 at the Century, 
there was a ray of sunshine. The 
next week—the week before last— 
old man depression returned to the 
job. Last week, however, found the 
old man routed once again. 
It was the week of pursued shop 
girls. In two of the leading loop 
pictures virtuous department store 
maidens had their inning—‘Blush- 
ing Brides” at the Minnesota, and 
“Not Damaged” at the R-K-O Or- 
pheum. 

Thursday, instead of Saturday, 
has been set as the new opening 
day at the Century. This gives the 
latter house the earliest opening of 
any theatre in Minneapolis. The 
others begin their new week on Fri- 
day or Saturday. “Western Front” 
started a run at the Century last 
Thursday to immense crowds. Box- 
office is being opened at 9 a. m. in- 
stead of the customary 11. Usual 
grind and no boost on the 75c top. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
“Blushing Brides” (M-G-M) and 
Publix unit stage show, ‘Dancing 
Keys.” Joan Crawford considerable 
of draw here. This picture box- 
office natural. Loaded to the gills 
with sex appeal. Return of heat 
wave mid-week, after four days of 
cool weather, adversely affected re- 


turns latter part of week. Stage 
show also good. $30,000. Immense. 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)— 
“Unholy Three’ (M-G-M). Busi- 


ness by first Chaney all talker ex- 
ceeded expectations. $10,000. Con- 
siderably better than house has 
been doing. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 60)—‘Song 
of Flame” (FN). Audience com- 
ment very favorable, but picture 
couldn’t draw. Minneapolis appar- 
ently washed up on operetta stuff 
even when it’s as well done as this. 


$4,500. Very bad. 
R-K-O Orpheum = (2,890; 50)— 
“Not Damaged” (Fox). Vaude. 


Pleasing enough show, but nothing 
that meant a thing to box-office. 
Brisk exploitation and advertising 
campaigns continue. $8,700. 

Shubert (A. G. Bainbridge) (1,- 
400; 50). House has Tiffany pic- 
ture, “Hot Curves,” on sharing ar- 
rangement this week. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)—‘Chil- 
dren of Pleasure’ (M-G-M). Just 
so-so, but better than average mag- 
net for house. Business went along 
at nice clip. $5,000. Big improve- 
ment over recent weeks. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—‘‘Crazy 
That Way” (Fox), Failed to catch 


on, $1,500. Bad. 

Grand (Publix) (1,100; 35)—‘Big 
House” (M-G-M). 2d loop run. 
Held full week instead of sched- 
uled half-week. 4,000, fine. 


Big Week in Providence, 


For Loew State, $23,000 


Providence, July 22. 
(Draw Pop, 315,000) 
Weather hot 


Flicker houses mopped last week. 
Despite unfavorable weather condi- 
tions all did close to heavy busi- 
ness. Standouts were “Son of the 
Gods,” at the Paramount; “Let Us 
Be Gay” at Loew’s, and “King of 
Jazz” at R-K-O Vic‘ory. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50) 
“Golden Dawn” (WB) Operetta had 
no chance against strong competi- 
tion. Below average at $9,000. 

Loew’s State (3,500; 20-50) “Let 
Us Be Gay” (M-G-M) One of big- 
gest name bills house has had in 
blue moon. Big at $23,000. 

Paramount (2,200; 15-50) “Son of 
Gods” (FN) Barthelmess well liked. 
Big all week and close to $18,000. 
This figure going one better than 
big gross for opening week month 
ago. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 15-50) “King 
of Jazz’ (U) Got off to good start 
and closed slightly under $10,500. 
Excellent since house is only flicker 
palace in town without cooling 
plant. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-60) “Wild 
Company” (Fox), vaude. Average 


a: $9,000. 
15-50) “Courage.” 


Fay’s (1,600: 
Vaude. House still plugging shows 


House Mer. Ties Up 12 Midget Golf 
Courses, for Publicity for Loew's 


Louisville, July 22 
(Draw Pop, 500,000) 
Weather; Hot 

Decline affecting miniature gol¢ 
courses has not yet hit here, also 
Louisville is not over-crowded with 
them. Walter McDowell, manager 
of Loew’s, has departed from the 
usual conduct of a theatre in that 
last week he invaded the strong. 
holds of his greatest opposition, 
the little golfies, and tied up a dozen 
of them on options which will vir- 
tually make them advertising me. 
diums for the State. 

His plan, which is to erect a 
small sign advertising his current 
attraction at each of the 18 holes, 
has been put into effect on a golfie 
just one block from the State. In 
return for the 18 little ads a pass, 
good fer two, is issued to anyone 
making the 18th hole in one. 


Attractions last week was “Un. 
holy Three.” Among the signs 
were: “Lon Chaney Talks,” “At 


Loew’s,” “Chaney Talks At Last,” 
and the third hole was titled “The 
Unholy Three.” The stunt is fig- 
ured to cost the State not more 
than 15 passes a week per course, 
The “prize” hole will be changed 
weekly, also the signs. 

Loew’s, with plenty of exploita- 
tion in the form of posters in class 
department store windows, leaped 
into the air with Chaney’s to $12,- 
400. Victor McLaglen and a pair 
of “it” babies brought’ crowds to 
the Alamo and a nice take $4,500, 

Estimates for Last Week 


Alamo (4th Ave.) (1,100; 40)— 
“On the Level” (Fox). Snappy en- 
tertainment plus McLaglen; $4,500. 

Mary Anderson (R-K-O) (1,387;! 
30-50) —“Dangerous Nan McGrew” 


(Par). Good at $3,300. 

Brown (Brown) (1,509; 15-25-40) 
—‘‘Second Wife” (Radio). Conrad 
Nagel and Lila Lee in diverting 
drama of every-day situation; $4,- 
200, 

Rialto (R-K-O) (2,940; 30-50)— 
“Back Pay” (FN). Corinne Grif- 
fith needs peppier plays. Less than 
average; $3,700. 

State (Loew) (3,252; 35-50)—< 
“Unholy Three” (MG). Real pa- 


tronage for first time in weeks. 
Excellent for this weather; $12,400, 
Strand (4th Ave.) (1,785: 30-50) 
—“Golden Dawn” (WB). $5,700. 
Walnut (Laffeil) (1,150; 15-25-50) 
—“Ingagi” (Congo). Survived only 
two days on second week, Took 
about $200 on the two days. Last 
week quoted at $1,500, was prob- 
ably nearer $1,700, making $1,900 
for the nine days. House now dark 
ane no future bookings announced, 


‘KING OF JAZZ’ LED 
IN MONTREAL, $15,500 


Montreal, July 22, 
(Draw. Pop., 600,000) 
Weather; Fine 


Grosses staged something of a 
come-back last week, although it 
was one of the hottest of the sum- 
mer, Federal elections wrecking 
biz in neighborhoods, but not af- 
fecting main stems so much. 

Palace topped the town with 
$15,500 on “King of Jazz.”” Femmes 
quit tennis, motoring, Tom Thumbs 
and the outdoors to get in on this 
one. 

Capitol held to its previous week’s 
gross of $13,000 on “Richest Man in 
World.” Louis Mann put over one 
of the best bits of acting seen here 
for many months. 

Loew’s ran a good second to the 
Palace with $14,500 for “Florodora 
Girl” and a jazz headlining vaude 
bill that was better than usual. His 
Majesty’s continued “All Quiet” for 
its fourth week and will make a 
record for the town with a fifth 
repeat, grossing about the same as 
previous week at around $10,000. 
Princess made a hit with “The Bad 
One,” Dolores Del Rio being very 
popular here, and collected $12,500. 
Imperial gross about $8,000 with “A 
Notorious Affair.” 

Estimates for Last Week 


Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75)— 
“King of Jazz’ (U). Hot weather 
couldn’t keep fans away. Soared 


to $15,500, best for number of weeks. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-75)— 
“Richest Man in World” (M-G-M). 
Got big word-of-mouth advertising 
and fair gross, $13,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-65)— 
“Florodora Girl’ (M-G-M). Better 
than average vaude and attractive 
film. $14,500, good for time of year. 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50- 
1.50)—“All Quiet” (U) (4th week). 
Run still holds up. $10,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-55)— 
“Bad One” (UA). Dolores Del Rio 
very popular here and picture stood 
house in a very good $12,500. Holds 
over. 

Imperial (FP) (1,900: 35-60)—"‘A 


Notorious Affair” (FN). Fair 
vaude. $8,000. 
Roxy (Ind) (600; 50)—‘Court 


big. $8,200. 


Martial” (Col). Near flop at $1,800. 
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Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 9 


for Penn, Great Week: 
- Best Summer So Far for This House 


Pittsburgh, July 22. 
(Draw Pop, 1,000,000) 
Weather; Hot 

Heat terrific but main stem 
stands crashed through for surpris- 
ing grosses. 

Penn did smashing week with 

“The Big House.” This house has 
had its biggest summer trade sc 
‘ar. 
: “Road to Paradise,” despite 
critical drubbing turned in a pilea- 
gant $24,560 for the Stanley. House 
showing signs of life lately. An- 
other picture that took it on the 
chin from cricks and then pulled 
a surprise was “Dangerous Nan 
McGrew” at Aldine. Around $2,- 
£00, nice showing here. 

Return of stage shows to En- 
right didn’t mean much in first 
week although flesh-and-blood 
stuff expected to show results as 
soon as it gets around. Middle of 
heat period risky time to try it. 
Takings up a little but not enough 
to impress at $8,000. Picture “Re- 
captured Love.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Aldine (Loew’s) (1,900; 35-50)— 
No accounting for nice $8,500 for 


“Dangerous Nan McGrew” (Par). 

Picture considered silly. P 
Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-40- 

60)—““Recaptured Love” (FN). 


Nothing to brag about at $8,000. 
Stage shows back but no immediate 
reaction expected. 

Harris (Harris) (1,800; 10-20-30- 
40)—“Cuckoos” (Radio). Got by 
at $3,700. Previously playeeé two 
weeks in East Liberty at Sheridan 
Square. 

‘Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75) —"Big House” (Metro). Sen- 
sational at $39,800 for this time or 
any other time. Something must go 
to Wesley Eddy, whose farewell 
week as guest m. c. brough in 
plenty of women, 


Pitt (Shuberts) (1,700; 50-$1.50) 
—‘All Quiet (U) still in money; 
%th week at $6,400. Sticks around 


and surprising everybody. 
Sheridan Sq. (Radio) (1,200: 25- 
$5-50)—“Wild Company” (Fox). 


Average programer and average 
kiz: $3,500, 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60) 
—‘‘Road to Paradise” (FN) at $24,- 
500, good summer week. House ap- 
pears to be on upgrade of late and 
has a chance to make a go of it 
after couple of bad years. 


$20,500 AT INDIANA ON 
WESTERN AND UNIT 


Indianapolis, July 23. 
Drop of the mercury from Sunday 
to Tuesday gave the box office a 
break, resulting in a fair week’s 
business. Saturday and the last 
half of week badly off because of 
mounting temperature. 
Estimates for Last Week 

" Indiana (Publix) (3,331; 35-50-65). 
Border Legion” (Par), Pat Rooneys 
in Publix stage show, “Campus 
Daze,” splendid at $20,500, consider- 
ing last western was bad flop. 
' Circle (Publix) (2,600; 25-40-50). 
‘Sweet Mamma” (F-N) gave house 
another dizzy drop as local fans 
frown on Alice White. $8,200. 
_Loew’s Palace (Loew’s) (2,800; 
25-35-50). “Unholy Three’ (M-G) 
Nice week at $13,000. Beat “The Big 
40ouse” figure about $1,000. Fans 
liked shorts. 

Apollo (4th Ave) (1,100; 25-35-50). 
“Golden Dawn” (W) Bad at $5,200, 


although slight pick up over week 
fore. 


(Publix) (1,250; 25-35). 
Caught Short” (M-G-M) Good at 
$2,600, considering take at other 


houses and weather. 

Lyric (4th Ave) (2,000; 25-35-50). 
n the Level” (???) Fair at $8,000, 

@rop off last half. 


FAIR FILMS TO ABOUT 
FAIR TORONTO TRADE 


Toronto, July 22. 
(Draw Pop, 800,000) 
Weather: Hot 


Biz continued to drop. 
R stimates for Last Week 
oval Alexandra (2,000; 50-$1.50), 
Western Front” (U). 38d week, 
Going strong. 
‘voli (1,600; 35-65), “Bad One.” 
so good; $13,500. 
PI Ptown (3,000; 35-80), “Man from 
ankiey’s,” Barrymore usually 
Gets average biz, but not this time; 
$15,500. 
groew's, (2,200; 35-60), “Lady of 
Vaude oke and picture 
"ia but biz down; $12,000. 
mperial (3,500; 30-60), “New 
Ovietone Follies.” Fed up here on 
evues; $15,000. 
anrea’s Hip (2,600; 30-60), “Cap- 
14,500 Guard.” Fair summer week; 


‘SILENT ENEMY’ NOT SO 
HOT IN FRISCO AT $7,000 


San Francisco, July 22. 

Business among the downtown 
picture houses spotty this week, 
some copping exceptionally good 
grosses, others average and a few 
fair. 

“The Big House,” with a tremen- 
dous newspaper campaign, walked 
off with nearly a record for the 
Warfield, running close second to 
that house’s standing record, which 
is held by “The Cock-Eyed World.” 

Fox got a fair break, but not as 
big as expected. 

Publix houses about average. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Fox (5,000; 50-65-75-$1— “Good 
Intentions” (Fox). Got fair opening 
and held good pace through week 
to $36,000. 

Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 


50-65-90) 


—‘Big House” (Metro). Proved 
sensational. Had to put in special 
Saturday midnight show to take 


care of crowds. Patronage through 
week big. Figures run into $33,000. 

Paramount (Publix) (2,698; 35- 
50-6£-$1)—‘‘For the Defense” (Par). 
Opened big and kept up better than 
normal stride to $16,000. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90). “Dawn Patrol” (FN). In 
second week slipped some, but tak- 
ings very satisfactory at $10,000. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35- 
50-$0)—*“Silent Enemy” (Par). Far 
north privately made film. Disap- 
pointment. Only $7,000. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,270; 25-35- 
50)—“Hell's Island” (Col.). In 2d 
week, $8,000. 

Golden Gate (R-K-O) (2,485; 30- 
40-50-65)—“Inside the Lines” (Ra- 
dio). Plus good vaude bill this one 
hit fast pace from the line and got 
$15,500. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 60-65- 
90)—‘Wide Open” (WB). Only fair, 
and $8,500 considered subnormal, 

Davies (Wagnon) (1,150; 35-50)— 
“Temptation.” Nothing to brag 
about at $5,000. 


Combo Show at Loew’s, 


Newark, NSG at $12,000 


Newark, N. J., July 22. 
(Drawing Population, 850,000) 
Weather: hot 


With few exceptions most houses 
held up well enough against the 
weather. But few making much. 


Estimates For Last Week 

Branford (WB) (2,350; 25-50-65) 
“Border Legion” (Par). Stage show 
in groove lately at $19,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35- 
50) “Numbered Men” (FN). Same, 
$5,300. 

Little (Newark M. P. Guild) (299; 
35-50-65) “Village of Sin” (Rus- 
sian). Flop of high brow stuff 
brings policy change, $1,500. 

Loew’s State (2,800; 30-50-60) 
“Sea Bat’ (M-G-M) Vaude, t‘anned. 
Not so good at $12,000. 
Mosque (WB) (3,281; 
“Recaptured Love” (WB). 
groove at $15,200. 
Playhouse (Mindlin) (436; 
75) “So This Is _ Paris” 
Little better, $2,500. 

Rialto (WB) (1,762; 50-75-$1- 
$1.50-$2) “All Quiet” (U). Final 
week, $8,400. 

R-K-O Proctor’s (2,650: 25-50-60) 
“Social Lion” (Par) Vaude. Fashion 
show mats; $15,500. 


25-50-60) 
Also in 


30-50- 
(Fox). 


Tacoma’s Grosses 


Tacoma, July 22. 
(Drawing Pop., 125,000) 
Weather: Fair 
R-K-O-Pantages did well with 
“Their Own Desire.” Rialto had 
“Border Legion” and Colonial “The 
Big Pond.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
R-K-O-Pantages (R-K-O) (1,500; 
25-50) —“Their Own Desires.” $4,300. 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 
25-50) —“White Cargo (Ind). $4,500. 
Rialto Fox) (1,250; 25-35-50)— 
“Border Legion” (Par). $4,900. 
Colonial (Fox) (850; 15-25)—“Big 
Pond” (Par). 2,700. 


Redwing Dough Wings 
Hollywood, July 22. 
Occupying space at the Metro- 
politan studios for the past three 
months, Redwing Productions, indie 
outfit, has yet to get started. Orig- 
inal idea of the company was to 
features Redwing, Indian chieftain, 
in a series of redskin thrillers. 
Now it’s understood the dough 
is used up and the promoters of the 
venture are waiting around to pro- 


BOSTON WALLOPED 


Low Grosses of Season There Last 
Week 


Boston, July 22. 

Pictures took it on the chin last 
week, with a very good reason. 
Latter part of week hottest city has 
had in years. 

“Love Among Millionaires” 
the Met at $30,800. 
Publix place. 

Keith-Memorial and the Keith- 
Albee went a few grand lower than 
average. The K-M did $10,200 and 
the K-A $13,500. 

Uptown at the State business was 
still worse. Lowest week house has 
known for long time, $15,800. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75)— 
“Leve Among Millionaires” (Par). 
$30,860. 

Keith-Albee (3,000; 50-60)—“F lirt- 
ing Widows.” $13,500. 

Keith-Memorial (4,000: 35-50-60) 
—‘“‘Lawful Larceny.” $10,200, low. 

Loew’s State (4,000; 30-40-50)— 
“Unktoly Tiree’ (M-G-M). $15,800. 


put 
Pretty low for 


Personal Appearances 
Drew Best in Detroit; 
Oakie’s High at $49,600 


Detroit, July 22. 
Personal appearances and a cou- 
ple of days of cool weather permit- 


ted better than seasonal grosses. 
Heat wave hit latter part of week. 
Jack Oakie, Ether Ralston and 
Frankie Richardson all in person 
the same week showed that per- 
sonal appearances mean something 
at the box office. “The Big House” 
after five weeks of big business at 
the Michigan was moved to the 
Madison for at least one more week. 
“Let Us Be Gay” ended four-week 
run at Madison to pretty showing 
for the run. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Michigan — “Among Millionaires” 
(Par) (4,045; 35-50-75). Clara Bow 
and picture didn’t mean money 
played to. Standee started hot Fri- 
day, but finally heat won out last 
two days. Figure over the halfway 


mark. Jack Oakie on personal ap- 
pearance did the trick. $49,600. 
Fox— “Wild Company” (Fox) 


(5,100; 15-25-50). Frankie Rich- 
ardson personally drew flaps. Takes 
loot of half dollars and quarters to 
total $29,000. 

Fisher—-“What a Man“ (Sono-Art) 
(35-40-75). Esther Ralston in per- 
son and amusing Denny picture did 
nicely. Better than expected. 
$24,400. 

United Artists — “Big House” 
(MGM) (3,300; 35-50-75-90). Fifth 
week and plenty. Picture to Madi- 
son for 6th week. $12,200. 

Adams—“Dumbbells in Ermine” 
(War) (1,700; 35-50-65-75). Last 
week for this house with this pol- 


icy for rest of the summer at least. 
House dark till further notice. 
$3,900. 

Paramount — “Anybody’s War’ 


(Par) (3,000; 35-50-75). This one 
didn’t mean a thing. Weaker than 
first picture of pair and not so 
funny. Held over because of short- 


age of product. $12,100. 


State— “Unholy Three” (MGM) 
(3,000; 35-50-75). Didn't warrant 
3d week. “Holiday” opened Wed. 
$9,200. 

Madison—‘‘Let Us Be Gay” 
(MGM) (1,750; 35-50-75). Fourth 
and last week for this one. Plenty 


of surprises to all. 
do so well. $7,100. 


WESTERN SURPRISES 
IN WASH. $20,000 


Washington, July 22. 
(Draw Pop, 500,000) 
Weather: Hot 


Even the Palace management 
couldn't believe it—they had to look 
twice—when “Man from Wyoming” 
rang up the best week’s gross in 
the past 15 such stanzas. 

For the others, even the Earle 
with Will Osborne and his band as 
the stage feature, pickings weren't 
so good. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Columbia (Loew)—‘‘Our Blushing 
Erides” (M-G) (1,232; 35-50). Fared 
better than others, thus’ giving 
Loew double break; $13,700. 

Earle (Warner)—‘Road to Para- 
dise.” Will Osborne on stage (2,- 
244; 35-50). Better than usual but 
not up to expectations. $15,900. 
Fox (Fox)—"Women Everywhere” 
(Fox). Stage show (3,434; 35-50). 
Off, but not complaining at $18,200. 
Met (Warnerj)—‘Way of All Men” 
(Par) (1,858; 35-50). House in 
@umps. $7,500. 

Palace (Loew)—‘Man from Wy- 
on:ing”’ (Par). Stage show (2.363; 
35-50-60). Iiverybody surprised at 
$20,000. 

R-K-O-Keith—“Inside the Lines” 
(Radio) (1,875; 35-50). Still down, 


Not expected to 


mote. 


with new cooling plant going in 
next week. About usual, $7,000, of 
late. 


“Dawn Patrol” Breaks Garden's 
Record With $51,200 in Ist Week: 


DESPITE FIERCE HEAT 
PHILLY MADE SHOWING 


Philadelphia, July 22. 


Scorching weather end of last 

week put a crimp in some picture 
house grosses. 
Even as it was, business was, if 
anything, a little above average on 
the week. The big Mastbaum did 
$44,200, at least five grand over hot- 
weather average. The picture was 
“Our Blushing Brides.” 

The Boyd couldn't hold up. “Let 
Us Be Gay,” which had done $38,000 
in first week, nose-dived suddenly 
and was taken out Thursday. 
Stanley was well enough satisfied 
with $18,000 for “The Unholy Three,” 
2d week. It was taken out after 
Thursday. 

Stanton had a bloomer in “Czar 
of Broadway,” which got a scant 
$7,000 in one week and was taken 
off. House needs a winner as it 
has been unable to get any fea- 
tures strong enough for more than 
a single week of late. 

The Earle which has found the go- 
ing rather rough this summer, got 
$17,000 with “Young Man of Man- 
hattan,” and a stage show. 

Fox had “Cheer Up and Smile” 
on the screen and a fairly good 
stage show. House has been rather 
unfortunate in pictures lately and 
attendance has suffered somewhat. 
It needs one strong box-office wal- 
lop, either on screen or stage, to 
turn the tide, although the manage- 
ment reports steady, if small profit, 


right along. Hardly more than 
$26,000 last week. 
“Western Front” goes out from 


Chestnut this Saturday after eight 
weeks. Reported $10,000 last week, 
most of it in first three days. 

No big films in sight and no sign 
of Aldine or Locust or Erlanger re- 
opening. Fox lease on Locust has 
expired; ditto R-K-O’s on Erlanger, 
neither being renewed. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75) 


Fine for this time of year. 
Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75) 
Unholy Three” (M-G-M) 
satisfactory at $18,000. 
Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75) “Czar of 
Broadway” (U) Out after one week. 
$7,000. 
Chestnut (1,640; 50-$2) “Western 


“The 
2d week 


Front” (U) (7th week) Run ends 
Saturday. $10,000. 
Fox (3,000; 90) “Cheer Up and 


Smile’ (Fox) House under average 
it used to boast. $26,000 last week. 
Karlton (1,000; 50) “Byrd at Pole” 
(Par) Moved here after disappoint- 
ing fortnight at Stanley and did 
finely, $8,500. 
Boyd (2,440; 35-50-75) “Let Us Be 
Gay” (M-G-M) 2d week off sharply 
from $38,000 of previous week. Off 
Thursday with “Dawn Patrol” fol- 
lowing. $22,000 for the two, of 
which about $7,000 was for Barthel- 
mess film in last two days. 
Earle (2,000; 25-65) “Young Man 
of Manhattan” (Par) This house 
also under former pace and lowered 
scale did not seem to help. $17,000 
last week. 


SEATTLE MILDLY FAIR 


No Stand-Out—“*Young Desire” Hit 
Pretty Low 


Seattle, July 22. 
(Draw Pop, 450,000) 
Weather: Cooler, dry 
Attractions last week 80-80. 
Weather still makes beach parties 
popular. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Paramount (Pub) (3,106; 25-60)— 
“Border Legion” (Par). Fair. Stage 
show okay. $13,400. 
5th Ave. (Fox) (2,500; 25-60)— 
“Our Blushing Brides” (M). North- 
west bathing show helped as finals 


held. $16,000. 

Fox (Fox) (2,500; 25-50)—‘Big 
House” (M-G-M). 2d week. Just 
fair. $12,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
50-75) — “Young Desire” (U). 


$3,500; bad. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 25- 
50-75)—“‘White Cargo” (Ind). 2d 
week and oke. $5,500. 

Liberty (Jensen-vonHerberg) (2,- 
000; 15-25-35) — “Beau Bandit” 
(Rad). First run, Well advertised. 
Fair. $6,200. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,700: 15-25-35) 
—‘“‘Rogue Song” (M-G-M). Good 
week. $2,900. 

Metropolitan (Pub) (1,200; 25-60) 
—Hell Harbor” (Par). Lupe liked. 
$3,900. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-50)— 
“Inside the Line” (Rad). Vaude. 
House also had re-run of Conan 
Doyle talker, billing as “his last 


earthly message.” $11,909. 


“Blushing Brides” (M-G-M) $44,200. 


Capitol’s Large Gross of $85,700 


Ending before the wilting 
and enjoying moderate summer 
weather Broadway picture house 
gains for the past week far ex- 
ceeded losses. Outstanding was 
the opening week of the Richard 
Barthelmess picture “The Dawn 
Patrol” (FN) which rolled up 
$51,200, thereby not only breaking 
all records at the Winter Garden, 
but stepping ahead of the old Al 
Jolson “Singing Fool’ figures by 
around $9,000. The gross doubled 
that of “Numbered Men’s” 5th and 
last week. 

Of those diving, the Paramount 
went deepest, under bidding by 
$12,000 with its total of $58,400 with 
“Man From Wyoming,” the $70,400 


which Clara Bow dia in “Love 
Among Millionaires” the previous 
week. 

The Roxy continued to step up, 
even the revival of “The Rogue 
Song” (M-G-M) with $83,800, bet- 
tering by two grand the total of 
$81,800 set by its predecessor, “On 
the Level’ (Fox). 

Another upward trend in the con- 
spicuous class, since the house has 
been holding up well in view of 
conditions, was at the Capitol. 
There the first week or “Let Us Be 
Gay” (M-G-M) rallied to $85,700, 
a jump of approximately $14,000 
over the predecessor “The Unholy 
Three,” which had left with $71,400 
scored. 


spell 


“Holiday’s” Drop 

“Holiday” (Pathe) slipped to a 
surprising low in its third week at 
the Rivoli; so much that it is being 
replaced by “Manslaughter”  to- 
morrow (Thursday). Figures were 
$30,100, while in the second week tt 
reached $41,500 and promised to 
Stay thereabouts for a time. 

Strand with Alice White’s “Sweet 
Mamma” at $18,200 also surprised, 
despite bad criticisms, in view of 
“Sweethearts and Wives” doing 
22,500 in its hold over week just 
before, 

tialto with Moran and Mack only 
got $30,500. That was $9,000 above 
the Byrd picture’s 4th and final 
week, 
Reserved 
drop off an extra 
grand, with “Swing 
folding at the Cohan, 
Due to an inadvertency in com- 
piling this report last week (issue 
July 16) pictures current then were 
cited for several of the weekly 
change theatres instead of the pre- 
vious week. For this reason all 
comparisons have been enumerated 
above. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Astor—‘Big House” (Metro) 
(1,120; $1-$2) (5th week). This has 
been dropping at the rate of nearly 
two grand every week during the 
past month. Current figure, $20,600. 

Capitol—"“Let Us Be Gay” (Metro) 
(4,620; 25-50-75-$1.50) (ist week) 
Great business for this theatre in 
this weather is $85,700 for “Let Us 
Be Gay” in first week. 


continued to 
one and two 
High” (Pathe) 


seaters 


Central—‘Western Front” (U) 
(900; $1-$2.50) (13th week). Get- 
ting on in Broadway age. While 
$15,500, is another grand less, not 
bad at all for show window pur- 
poses 

Cohan—‘Swing High” (Pathe) 
(1,400; 50-75) (4th week). Just 


swung out, sliding under $5,000. 
Embassy — “Newsreel House” 
(Fox-Hearst) (568; 25). Same kind 
of live wire all-newsreel program 
at around customary figure; $9,000. 
Globe—“Lawful Larceny” (Radio) 
(1,065; 35-50-75). As has been said, 
$7,000 isn’t squawked at here. 
Paramount—‘Man from Wyoming” 


(Par) (3,665; 65-85-$1). $58,400 
very, very bad here. Another West- 
ern. 

Rialto — “Anybody’s War” (Par.) 


(2,000; 40-65-85-$1) (1st week). Not 
much ist week at $30,500. 

Rivoli—“Holiday” (Pathe) (2,200; 
40-65-85-$1) (2d week). Doing $30,- 
100, or $11,900 under its first seven 


days. Slated for short third week, 
with “Manslaughter” relieving to- 
morrow (24). 

Roxy—“Rogue Song” (Metro) 
(6,205; 50-75-$1.50). With $83,800, 
one of the first Metros in the 
house didn’t draw enough for the 
Roxy. 

Strand—“‘Sweet Mamma” (ist 
Natl) (2,900; 35-50-75). Alice 
White with $18,250. Bad and bad 
panning, 

Winter Garden — “The Dawn 
Patrol” (F. (1,416; 35-85-$1) 
(ast week). Big surprise of sum- 
mer is broken record which Bar- 
thelmess’ $51,200 scored here Ist 
week House did consistent SRO 
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PICTURES 


Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


Stage Shows Display Highest 
Draw in L. A—Studios No Like It; 
Garbo’s Romance’ Big at $36,000 


Los Angeles, July 22. 
(Draw Pop, 1,500,000) 
Weather: Hot 

If there is anything unusual in 
the business around town it’s that 
there are few if any in between or 
fair grosses. Either the houses are 
okay or way off. Percentage of the- 
atres holding up isn’t bad. 

The State will have a big week on 
Garbo’s “Romance” at around $36,- 
000. That’s good enough to make 
Fox West Coast put back the Cri- 
terion opening of “Blushing Brides” 
for two weeks to permit the Garbo 
film to switch over to the latter 
house for a fortnight, starting this 
Thursday. 

Incidentally, $14,000 for “Bis 
Hovse” on its 4th Criterion week is 
really good enough to retain the 
prison picture another couple of 
weeks, but out it goes. 

The two twice-daily films are go- 
ing along all right, the Carthay get- 
ting about $13,000 for Will Rogers’ 
5th week, with ‘‘Holiday” named to 
go in there between the 7th and 
12th of August. It will be the first 
Pathe picture to play this house. 

“Hell’s Angels” expects to spurt 
at the Chinese when the Hunter 
family debuts tomorrow (23). 

Warners’ Hollywood dropped off 
10% on the holdover week of its 
revived stage show policy, with the 
blame laid at the door of the screen 
feature, “Nancy from Naples.’ That 
$16,000, however. is far above what 
the house was doing on a straight 
picture policy. There is little doubt 
that if the film fare had been there 
the Hollywood would have had a 
covple of terrific weeks. 


Stage Shows Drawing 


Keynote of the manner in which 
the peasantry is going for the stage 
shows is evidenced in the Hollywood 
being forced to close its box office 
Saturday night, due to the crowd 
desiring to attend the arrival of the 
second revue, the first having com- 
pleted its two weeks and moving to 
Warners’ downtown, where it also 
mcre than doubled riormal receipts, 
with $13,000 for the first three days. 

The studio bunch doesn’t like to 
admit it, but there is no denial of 
the business these Warner houses 
are doing with stage shows. The 
Hollywood got away to $16,000 with 
a three-day start on its new pro- 
gram, “Way of All Men” (FN) be- 
ing the picture there and “Three 
Faces East” the opening at the 
Downtown. 

Because Olsen and John are get- 
ting $4,500 a week in the stage 
show at. Warners’ Hollywood they 
will not move downtown with the 
unit. That salary is considered too 
steep. This is regarded as placing 
maore emphasis on the anti-stage 
show contention that while the 
gross may swell, what about the 
net? 

It looks as though the Hollywood 
is hurting the new [antages, as 
“Big Pond” won't beat $18,000 this 
week, and this house should always 
be around $20,000 or better, particu- 
larly for an above-average feature. 

The Orpheum got about $2,000 for 
the extra and final three days of 
“Lawful Larceny,’ which had a dull 
stay, and “Dixiana” opens here to- 
night (22). 

There is every chance that First 
National’s “Dawn Patrol” may play 
the Orpheum, as R-K-O bought it 
before it was made. However, War- 
ners would very much like to have 
it play one of its houses, too, so this 
matter will be threshed out in New 
York. The Orpheum, it is known, 
will be loath to let go of it, due to 
the reports coming in from Frisco 
and New York, where it is playing. 

Local gloom spots at the Egyp- 
tian. Boulevard, Paramount, R-K- 
O and United Artists. 

Estimates for Last Week 


Boulevard (Fox)—“This 
World” (Metro) 2,164; 
Rather brutal at $4,100. 

Carthay Circle (Fox)—‘“So This Is 
London” (Fox) (1,500; 75-$1.50) (5th 
wk). Okay at just short of $13,000. 
Pathe’s “Holiday” next here, which 
makes mystery of ultimate destina- 
tion of DeMille’s “Madam Satan,” 
scheduled to have followed the Rog- 
ers picture. 

Chinese (Fox)—‘“Hell’s Angels” 
(Caddo) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (8th wk.). 
Down to around $24,000, but expects 
to pick up again on Hunter family 
flyers, starting 23d. Fox “Big Trail” 
set as successor here. 

Criterion (Fox)—“The Big House” 
(Metro) (1,600; 25-75) (4th, final 
wk.). Had corking run and doing 
well enough to linger. Will get 
slightly over $14,000 in 4th week but 
departs in favor of “Romance,” 
which moves over from State 24th, 
pushing back premiere of “Blushing 
Brides” for two weeks. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox) — “Social 
Lion” (Par) (1,800; 20-65). Only 
$6,800; with Max Fisher band having 
replaced Ben Bernie's outfit, When 


Mad 
25-50). 


+ 


FLETCHER FROM IND. 


But Un- 


New Financial Expert, 
attached to Hays 


A man of mystery has invaded 
the producers’ gathering place in 
such full force that he is using the 
throne as a resting place in Will 
Hays’ absence. 


Reports from folks back in Indi- 
ana are that he is Stoughton Flet- 
cher, one time rated at $25,000,000 
and the president of the Fletcher 
American Bank in Indianapolis, for 
which the firm of Hays and Hays 
was then attorneys. These people 
understand that brought 
Fletcher back from Hollywood, all 
quite unknown to the world at large, 
where the former bank head was 
holding down a comparacively me- 
nial job. 

That Fletcher will be the new 
financial expert and statistician for 
the film industry is the belief of 


natives, who know pretty much 
everything that comes out of 
Indiana, 


Reticent ones in the Hays office 
were more reticent than usual when 
inquiries were made about Mr. 
Fletcher. 

However, it was admitted that a 
Mr. Fletcher was around. But not 
on the staff nor the organization's 
payroll. Simply doing some personal 
work for Will Hays while the lat- 
ter sojourns abroad. 


WB ONLY LOOP HOUSE | 
BECOMING 2ND RUN 


Chicago, July 22. 

Warner's are turning their only 
loop house, Orpheum, into a second 
theatre. First trial, with 
Metro’s “Divorcee,”’ so satisfactory 
the new policy was okayed. 

House closes Aug. 15 for remodel- 
ing and further reduction in seat- 
ing capacity, from 900 to around 
750, 


AMPA Election 


The AMPA, local publicity boys, 
has reduced its dance and eating 
debt from several grand to a present 
couple of hundred. Ordinary econ- 
omy is given as the reason. 

Incidentally, the organization goes 
into an election in September. Al- 
ready one set of nominees has been 
named, with Mike Simmonds slated 
to succeed Eddie Klein. 


stage shows were here house showed 
weekly average of $11,000. 

State (Loew-Fox) — “Romance” 
(Metro) (2,024; 25-$1). Garbo again 
on her way to $36,000 week. Very 
big. Moving over to Criterion for 
extra downtown fortnight. 

Orpheum—“Lawful Larceny” (Ra- 
dio) (2,270; 50-75) (10 days). Never 
got going and $2,000 on extra three 
days. “Dixiana’”’ opens here tonight 
(22). 

Pantages (Fox)—‘“The Big Pond” 
(Par) (2,700; 20-90). Any analysis 
indicates stage show at Warners 
Hollywood up the street must be 
hurting. This picture well liked 
but won't beat $18,000, and that’s 
$2,000 short of what this site should 
be maintaining as average. 

Paramount (Publix) — “Love 
Among Millionaires” (Par) (3,595; 
25-75). Clara Bow does not startle 
them any more in this town. May 
reach $18,000. 

R-K-O—“She’s My Weakness” 
(Radio) (2,950; 30-65). Shy of usual 
total in battling to reach $11,000. 

United Artists (Pub-UA)—“Any- 
body’s War” (Par) (2,100; 25-$1) 
(2d, final wk.). Unsatisfactory first 
week made 2d week just matter of 
policy. Under $8,000. 

Downtown (WB)—“Bright Lights” 
(FN) (1,800; 50-75) (2d, final wk.). 
Around $9,000 for final week without 
stage show. First Ceballos revue 
moved here from Warners Holly- 
wood, getting $13,000 in first three 
days. That’s more than double what 
business has been for months. 

Hollywood (WKE)—‘Nancy from 
Naples” (WB) (2,756; 25-75) (2d, 
final wk.). Closed out initial fort- 
night of stage resumption to $16,000, 
making approximately $42,000 for 
two weeks, Demand very strong in 
face of current weak picture. Sec- 
ond stage unit now in for :wo weeks’ 
stay with “Way of All Flesh” (FN) 
on screen and $16,000 for three days. 
Saturday night crowds forced box 


office to close, 


Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 


WEEK JULY 25 
Capitol—“Sins of Children” 
(Metro). 
Globe — ‘Shooting Straight” 
(Radio). 


Roxy — “Good Intentions” 
(Fox). 

Strand—“Golden Dawn” 
(WB). 


Paramount—‘Sap from Syr- 
acuse” (Par). 

Rialto—“Raffles” (UA). 

Winter Garden — “Dawn Pa- 
trol’ (WB). 

Rivoli — “Manslaughter” 
(Par). 


WEEK AUG. 1 

Capitol — “Blushing Brides” 
(Metro). 

Globe—“Rain or Shine” (Col). 

Roxy—“Cummon Clay” (Fox). 

Strand — “Flirting Widow” 
(WB). 

Paramount—“Grumpy” (Par). 

Rialto—‘ Raffles” (UA). 

Winter Garden — “Dawn Pa- 
trol” (WB). 

Rivoli — 
(Par). 


“Manslaughter” 


STUNTS, NOT CUT SCALE, 
TO BRING KIDS BACK 


Answering the call of Joseph 
Plunkett, R-K-O’s general theatre 
operator that the children must be 
brought back, division and house 
managers throughout that circuit 
are devising special stunts for kids, 
including morning shows, parades, 
candy hookups, etc. 

Although R-K-O is as determined 
as other large circuits in building 
business through kids because, as 
Plunkett puts it, the kids today are 
the prospects of tomorrow, no at- 
tempt will be made to get children 
patronage through lowering admis- 
sions, 

Fox thus far has made the larg- 
est bid by slashing admissions to as 
low as 15c. for all times, while Par 
in a few spots has done the same, 
in one known instance going as low 
as 10c. and trying stunts through 
hookups with local dealers and in 
other fashions, 

A noticeable falling off in kid 
patronage since sound came recent- 
ly stirred large circuits in retriev- 
ing this business. 


Edgar Selwyn Sues 
Warners Over Song 


Los Angeles, July 22. 

Edgar Selwyn filed a $100,000 
damage suit against Warner Broth- 
ers today (Tuesday). The action 
charges infringement of copyright 
on “Strike Up the Band,” a number 
out of the Selwyn show. 

Selwyn alleges the number was 
used without permission in the 
Warner stage shows put on by 
Larry Ceballos. 

The complaint came after War- 
ners put the number back in their 
Downtown, after pulling it from the 
Hollywood theatre, when Selwyn 
protested. 

Milton M. Golden and Arthur V. 
Kaufman filed the complaint for 
Selwyn. 


No Hold-Over Picture 
For Pars in N.Y., Bklyn 


Pictures, it has been decided, will 
have to be unusual exceptions to 
get two weeks at the Paramonnt in 
the future, with the company now 
not scheduling anything fore more 
than a week in advance of opening 
in New York or other keys. 

In future pictures will also adhere 
as closely as possible to day-and- 
date bookings for the two Para- 
mounts, New York and Brooklyn. 
Only exceptions are Pars from 
Rialto and Rivoli runs for Brooklyn. 

Booking schedule ahead for both 
houses, day-and-date, are “Sap 
From Syracuse,” July 26; “Grumpy,’” 
Aug. 2; “Queen High,” Aug. 9, and 
‘Better Wife,” Aug. 16. 

Par’s new season officially begins 
with “Grumpy.” 


4 Eisenstein’s 1st 
Hollywood, July 22. 
Serge Eisenstein’s first directorial 
job for Paramount may be on “Sut- 
ter’s Gold,” story of early Califor- 
nia. 


Another Zane Grey 
Metro purchased another 
story from Zane Grey, titled “The 
Shepherd of the Guadaloupe.” 
No cast assignments yet. 


Why /and /Bad 


The why or if of bad business in the theatre may be differently ex. 
plained or alibied by numberless theatre showmen. Naturally in the 
summer the alibis come first. But also naturally in the summer the 


box office reports are also prevalent. 

In summer or winter the admission scales in the picture theatres are 
inducive to patronage. Nor can the film house at present scale be termed 
a luxury. Luxury may go for the legit in any season and often does, 
But when the top is from 50c. to 75c. for the average first runs in keys, 
and proportionately, the box office scale whether permanent or cut, can 
hardly be included among the alibis. 

The box office reports this summer as in other summers and at all 
times have shown the good show gets the money. Very simply, the 
why/or if/of bad business in the picture theatres solely revolves 
around the show. If the show presently at 50c or 75ec is not equalling 
the previous show at the same prices, that is the why of bad business, 
More especially since the theatre operators have led the public to 
believe the shows will be bigger and better. 

Cutting overhead may be theatre efficiency but to date it has never 
made for a better show. Goading division and house managers may be 
solace for or the alibi for the home office, but the division or house 
manager does not book or put the show together. Nor has it yet been 


determined if chain theatre operation is wholly adaptable to’ neighbor- - 


hood houses. 

The only certain way the theatre has ever found to make a profit 
is by bringing people into the theatre. Alibis do not appear on the box 
office statements, for if the box office statement attributes the current 
light business to the opposition, then the opposition has a better show. 


Cutting Down 


Cutting down the show’s cost is really working for the opposition. But 
cutting down the show's cost and spending the saving in exploiting the 
slighted show might be better box office. Or cutting out useless over- 
head is always commendable, if it is not in any way injurious to the 
good will of the house. Although it apparently seems that useless over- 
head is only discovered when business is off and never found when 
business is on the flood. Still useless overhead is always useless. 

Some people don’t believe there is any such thing as bad business 
for a popular price picture theatre, if it has the right show. The right 
show is a show that draws. Exploitation will help a good show; may 
help a bad show, but with or without exploitation the theatre needs a 
gooc show. 

Granted that the public has been educated into seeing a big show 
cheap, if the public can’t be persuaded to continue the same patronage, 
it can’t be blamed upon the times, the conditions, the unemployment 
or the local situation. There are but two salient angles to bad busi- 
ness, the show and operation. 

It’s not difficult for a theatre operator to be a good operator when his 
shows are good; it’s when they are not good that showmanship must 
come out. The best operator will get the most money with poor shows 
and also the most money with good shows on the average, while any 
operator may get money with a natural for the box office. 

When Both Flop 

It still goes back to the show. In the picture houses the show is 
divided into two classes; film and stage. In some theatres it is film 
only. 

If the film portion is falling down on the draw, it’s the picture pro- 
ducing going backward; if it’s the stage part of the show that’s flopping, 
there must be a reason for that as well. 

When both the film and the stage flop, there is a general fault with 
the entire producing-distributing organization. 

If, as so many picture people foolishly believe, that either the picture 
must be good or the whole show falls down, then it’s the picture end 
that calls for vast improvement just now. Or, if it is true as the stage 
people think, that the well balanced bill including flesh on the stage 
will come nearer to the average gross weekly than any single de- 
pendence upon the varying picture, the sooner the balance is struck, 
the more quickly will theatre operators consider only the show as a 
whole instead of the feature talker; the sooner he will stop talking 
about the show saying if the picture isn’t there the week will be bad, 
for this kind of talk has conveyed itself to house staffs, back and front, 
and may find its way to the local lay public. That may even be be- 
lieved in the offices of the operators. Which might cause everyone to 
lie down if it is thought the current talker is not a money picture. 

The Only Alibi 

The only actual alibi not as yet been uttered is that the distributors 
are holding back their better pictures for the regular season. Accord- 
ingly, there should be no complaint then on current business, consider- 
ing it is the summer, and the summer supplies a steady outdoor op- 
position. Resides a few very hot days when the theatre’s best draw is 
its cooling plant. 

Theatre going at 75c is not a luxury; it’s a necessity because it’s 
cheap enough to kill time if nothing else. But teaching people to ex- 
pect a lot for little should be lived up to, for the people expect it, and 
the very least they do expect nowadays is a good show. There is no 
grandeur left to the picture business nowadays except that. 


WARNER SELLING PAR 
AND FOX, SMILES SAY 


Reports of a Par-Warner battle 
cropping up again in the past week 


Placements 


Hollywood, July 22. 
The mobs had a better than aver- 
age week with 5,474 placements by 
Central Casting. Friday, the most 


active day, had just under 1,000 on] are met in the Warner building 
the lots. with smiles. 

Paul Sloan’s French village for The revelation is that the 
“Half Shot at Sunrise” at Radio| brothers’ sales interests are pow- 
was the best populated set of the | wowing with those of Publix 


week. He had 352 extras on it Fri- whereby, by September, a contract 
day. is expected to materialize which 

At Paramount Josef von Stern-/ will witness the Zukor theatres 
berg had the biggest sets Tuesday | playing brothers’ product right 


and Saturday for “Morocco.” First 
was 157 in « cafe scene, then 261 
in mob stuff. 

Biggest irdividual sets Wednes- 
day and Thursday were at First 
National; Bill Seiter’s 160 on ship- 
board for “Kismet” and Mervyn 
Leroy’s :20 in a cafe scene for “Lit- 
tle Caesar.” 


down the schedule. 

The smiles are broadened when 
queries are put about the immi- 
nence of that Warner-Fox deal. 


Jolson and Germany 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Al Jolson does not start on his 
first United Artists picture until 
Nov. 15, which leaves him a chance 
to make a German version of “Song 
o’ Guns” in that country. 

However, with that undertaking 
indefinite, U. A. is attempting to 
farm out Lily Damita at $30,000 per 
picture, the same scale it’s paying 
her, 

Joe Schenck is due 
New York Saturday, 


Chicagoan Sells Stories 
Chicago, July 22. 

Robert Andrews, young editor of 
the “Daily News’” magazine sec- 
tion, sold his “Three Girls Lost” to 
Fox for $7,500. Story deals with 
a trio of working janes in Chicago. 

Fox also dickering for the sequel, 
“One Girl Found.” Novel comes out 
in book form this week, 
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STOCKS GAIN, THEN WHAT? 


Technicolor Limiting Orders 


Until Then 


Afraid of losing favor with pro- 
ducers through inability to meet 
printing orders, Technicolor has de- 
cided to refuse any additional 


orders over and above work called 
fer under present contracts until 
after Jan. 3, 1931. The company 
feels with its lab capacity of 100,- 
000,000 feet a year and little pros- 
pect of increasing that output, it 
can conveniently handle what's 
ahead under contracts with various 
producers but no more without 
overtaxing the labs. 

It is also leaving some room for 
increase in printing orders over and 
above the amount specified for, 
along with date, before pictures 
are completed. Last year many 
cases arcse where the producers 
doubled and trebled -printing orders 
with resultant squawks when Tech 
found it difficult to rush them 
through as wanted. It is also 
claimed that producers sometimes 
were late in delivering negatives. 

There is litlle likelinood of much 
if any additional lab facilities due, 
it is declared, to the inability to 
secure men. Tech now kas _ be- 
tween its Boston and Hollywood 
labs 1,200 Tech-trained color print- 
ing experts. Because the process 
is a very exacting one it is claimed 
necessary to put the men through 
very special training before en- 
trusting them with the lab work. 

Color Question Settled 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus, Tech 
president, is now in Boston looking 
over that plant, but according to 
best information is not going ahead 
as yet on a New York or a London 
plant although both may be built 


later when the guestion of color in’ 


talkers is more settled than now. 

At present Tech cameras are 
shooting “Fifty Million Frenchmen” 
(WB) and “Babes in Toyland” 
(RKO), new sequences for “Lottery 
Bride” (UA) and some matter for 
“March of Time” (Metro) in addi- 
tion to a few shorts and the Fash- 
ion News series (indie). First two 
mentioned went into production 
this week. 


“AMATEUR NIGHT” AS 
STAGE SHOW EXCUSE 


Macon, Ga., July _22. 

AS a means of satisfying the pub- 
lic desire for some form of in-the- 
flesh act on the stage, Ritz has in- 
augurated a revival of the old-time 
amateur night each Thursday night. 

The feature is given as a part of 
the regular program and adds a 
half hour to the showing of the 
night bill. The innovation was 
Started shortly after the new policy 
of one price for day and night was 
adopted. The new scale is now 
25e for adults and 15¢ for children. 
= other two theatres, also under 
*‘ublix control, continue to charge 
%0c-60c for night, 35c for the after- 
noon and 25c as a “matinee” price 
from 12 until 1 o'clock. 


Franklin in N. Y. to 
Sign Fox Contract 


H 1rold B. 


Tork Franklin is in New 
and will remain here until 


ie end of the week. Before leav- 
maa is reported, he will have 
wa his contract with Fox to con- 
the president of Fox West 
will or another five vears. That 
eae yes inclusive of the remaining 
years of Franklin’s present 
agreement. 
aan territory of the West Coast 
te th now extends from the Pacific 
all ro center of Illinois, taking in 
A ox houses within that area. 
that there might be a 
Ohbieaet of terms under the new 
eds Pr is met by the report that 
erms will virtually be the 
eanklin's current agree- 
hie os alls for a yearly salary to 
eathins $65,000 and 10% of the net 
Coas Ss of West Coast, with West 
~24st 100% owned by Fox, 


Human X-Rayer, Film 
Analyzer and Die-Hard 
Marsden, Got the Bug 


Psychologists, ever since Carl 
Laemmle experimented with a 
couple and then ditched them, have 
been persistent about their theories 
and filmdom. One of the toughest 
of the die-hards in the strata of 
upper learning is William Marsden. 

Not getting the long term con- 
tract with Universal, in fact a ces- 
sation of Lankershim dough alto- 
gether after a while, Marsden, ac- 
cording to insiders, has been so 
badly bitten by the film bug that 
he and friends are out to work up 
a producing company of their own. 

That indie exhib radical, Frank 
Rembusch, who decided to go pro- 
ducer and was responsible for the 
high-sounding Motion Picture Con- 
gress of America which had a usual 
quiet Rembusch death, is, with 
Laemmle, blamed for Columbia’s 
see-through-you man getting that 
way. 

The talk is that Marsden 
some others are trying to revive 
the “Congress” which in turn is 
credited with going floppo because 
Rembusch had the Tiffany idea of 
selling his schoolmates on long term 
franchises. Once an exhib always 
an exhib, they say, so, according to 
advices, the Marsden crowd is 
leaving Frank out in the cold on 
the new deal. 


STRICT CENSORING BILL 
PROPOSED FOR SEATTLE 


Seattle, July 22. 

New city ordinance has been in- 
troduced to make theatre censor- 
ship more strict in Seattle. 

Board of censors to be reduced 
from nine to five. The ordinance 
bans plays and pictures ‘wherein 
any scene of violence is shown in 
gruesome or revolting manner, or 
in a manner which tends to corrupt 
morals, or publish any advertise- 
ment thereof, or to permit any ob- 
scene song or discourse.” 

The proposed ordinance further 
provides: “Unlawful to display or 
produce any opera, drama, stage 
or platform entertainment or any 
picture of any kind or character, 
of an obscene, indecent or immoral 
nature.” Such an ordinance would 
give the censors wide range for 
them to pass judgment in and 
added powers to stop a show. 


FOX’S TRAINING SCHOOL 
STARTS WITH 4 USHERS 


and 


What is figured as the beginning 


of a training school for managers 
got under way in Fox theatres at 
the Fox, Brooklyn, where four 


ushers were put on for the express 
purpose of building them up into 
house managers. 
One was made an 
manager. 
Quartet will keep in training until 


assistant to the 


Charlie Kurzman spots them as 
mature for better jobs and _ the 
training circle will have been be- 


gun officially by their transfer. 


Wants Duncan Commish 


Angeles, July 22. 
G. C. Reid thinks the Duncan 
sisters should pay him $250,000 
damages because on Aug. 1, 1926, 
they are alleged to have repudiated 


Los 


an agreement signed three weeks 
previously to pay him and 5S. S. 
McClelland .10% of their income 


from pictures for five years. ; 

Reid, in a suit filed in Superior 
court, alleges that since Nov. a 
1926, Vivian and Rosetta Duncan 
have made over $180,000 in picture 
work and have never paid any com- 
mission. 


TWO-DAY 


Recovery Has All Appear- 
ances of Inspired Bull 
Manipulation — Group 
Work in Amusements 


By AL GREASON 


Yesterday’s Prices 


Net 
High Low Last Chge 
2700 Am. Seat.. 10 10 16 


200 Cons. F.... 18% 18 18% — 
500 do pf..... 20% 20% 20% + 
4700 East. K....208% 202 208% +6 
WOE 47% 44% 47% 42% 
3300 Gen. Thr. E 34% 33342 34% + % 
8100 Loew ..... 73 70 73 #+4+3 
61 58% 61 +1% 
800 Pathe A.. 9 9% % 
46200 R-K-O 33% 31% 33% 42% 
1200 Shub ..... - 16% 16 16% + % 
26300 43% 41% 43% +1% 
BONDS 


$7000 Gen. Thr... 96% — \% 
11000 Pathe ..... 66 64 66 +2 
8000 Shub ..... 50 nO 5 
CURB 
200 Tech ..... 31% 31% 31% — % 


Bullish market sponsorship was 
able yesterday to “needle” the list 
into higher levels. Volume was 
again under 2,000,000 shares, and it 
seemed evident that the inspiration 
came from bull pools. 

There was nothing in the day’s 
news to inspire confidence in the 
immediate future. The main con- 
sideration again seemed to be a sort 
of cheerful trust in the ability of 
downtown powers to make the mar- 
ket look good. The essence of the 
whole constructive campaign that 
began at the end of the first week in 
June seems to be that Wall Street 
bulls may be able, by nothing more 
than market demonstration, to suc- 
ceed in their determination to pull 
the national business situation out 
of its slump by pure force of ticket 
ballyhoo. 


Overdue Break Comes 


The bulls had shoved prices up 
almost without interruption from 
July 8 until Saturday for a net gain 
of some 22 points in the Dow-Jones 
industrial averages, the figures be- 
ing about 218, June 7, to 240.57 at 
the Friday close. The advance had 
been accompanied by a lot of in- 
definite bullish talk, most of it 
phoney, and it was apparent to al- 
most anybody that a kick-back was 
due on technical considerations 
alone. 

It came along Monday, following 
a minor retreat on Saturday, the 
two sessions showing a decline in 
the averages of more than 11 points. 
The Monday drop was measured by 
a decline of nearly 7% points in the 
leading issues that go to make up 
this particular compilation, which 
is widely followed as the yardstick 
by which traders measure security 
fluctuations. 

In other words, plenty of selling 
came into the market—selling from 
traders actuated by the “dope,” 
those who make their plays on 
hunches and the minority who get 
their inspiration from the tape read- 
ing instinct, which is a composite 
of all these things. Nobody ever 
claimed that palmistry was any use 
to a tape reader, but a knowledge 
of the art probably wouldn't do any 
harm. 

A curious circumstance was that, 
whereas the start of the early July 
advance was accompanied by a pre- 
ponderance of bearish talk, the Mon- 
day break was coincident with a 
flood of indefinite bullish propa- 
ganda, not the least of which was 
the utterance of one of the most 
highly respected commission houses 
in the Street, Hornblower & Weeks, 
which broadcast its conviction that 
this was the time to buy “good 
stocks.” 


Good Stocks by Mame? 


They didn’t specifically name any 
“good stocks,” typical of brokerage 
advice lately, advice to costumers 
generally being to select out of the 
1,500 odd issues the particular few 
that are going to go up. It has been 
conspicuous recently that the crys- 
tal gazers who write market letters 
for brokers have been shy of men- 
tioning good stocks by their first 
names. Maybe the publication by 
the “Evening Telegram” a short 
time ago of the results of specific 
picking by the brokers has made the 


(Continued on page 12) 


U’s Newsreels with Mac 
Se Good, Say Exhibs to 
Editor, Sam’s Blushing 


With around 5,000 accounts Uni- 
versal’s McNamee newsreel is now 
about 300% better than the organi- 
zation’s executives figured it would 
be when it debuted 10 months ago. 

Graham is given a lot of the 
credit. It is admitted his contract 
has three years to run with an 
option for three more. It is said 
McNamee has been raised every six 
months so far, which means one 
increase. 

Sam Jacobson, editor of the reel, 
is especially happy over the results. 

“Some of the letters from ex- 
hibitors are so flattering that they 
make me blush’’—and Sam was se- 
rious when he said that. 


00 PLANES TO BOOST 
“ANGELS” IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, July 22. 

“Hell's Angels” broke loose from 
the skies over Seattle Friday when 
the Howard Hughes production had 
its northwest premiere at the Fox. 
Fifty planes took part in an air 
Show that was about the biggest 
this town has ever known. 

Radio broadcasts from the tower- 
ing 42-story L. C. Smith building 
also played its part in this modern 
ballyhoo spectacle. 

Wayne Pierson, personal rep for 


Hughes in east, came up for the 
campaign which included double- 
billboards with just the words: 


“Hell’s Angels,” one word on each 
24-sheet board. Smaller boards told 
more about it, where, what and 
about its cost. 

Advance sale great and looks like 
opening week will be capacity 
nights, with good mats. Picture 
looks for four weeks. Two shows 
daily, scaled up to $1 top. 


Seattle premiere largely dupli- 
cated Hollywood. Jean Harlow 
headed stars in the flesh present. 


Mayor Edwards of Seattle, himself 
former showman, cooperated and 
was on program at opening night. 
Staff of nine men here with Pier- 
son. Magnascope screen expressed 
from N. Y. 


QUIET BIRDMEN COME 
OUT FOR ‘DAWN PATROL’ 


The Quiet Birdmen, an _ orderly 
society of aviators which shun pub- 
licity, Warnerites would have the 
world believe, have put their co- 
operative okay on that picture “The 
Dawn Patrol.” 

Whether Lindy, who is a 
ber, will do any stumping for Bar- 
thelmess is not revealed. However, 
some of the other boys are. Bert 
Balichen, the Byrd man, has written 
Charlie KBinfeld a nice letter. 


Seider’s 20 L. I. Houses 
May or May Not Be Sold 


Joe Seider’s circuit of 20 houses 
on Vong Island, built up within the 
past year from two theatres, have 
been looked over by the larger on- 
erators, but whether a deal may he 
expected is not stated. Seider is 
mum aside from saying he will con- 
tinue to operate. 

The 20 are located in 17 towns 
and has placed Seider, former 
MPTOA business manager and 
president of the New Jersey unit, in 
the nosition of being the largest in- 
dividual indie on the island. 

Seider plays vaude in two towns, 


mem- 


| he presented in 


JUMP FOLLOWS 'New Fox Reorganization Apt to 
Ease Out Holdover Wm. Fox Execs 


New Fox management is ready 
to clean house according to inside, 
in both films and theatres. Stage 
is set and trap door ready to be let 
down for all former William Fox 
execs who are not up to scratch or 
contracted for in one way or an- 
other. Moral obligations which new 
Fox management assumed whether 
through courtesy to bankers or 
business arrangements in apprecia- 
tion of certain stands or positions 
assumed during the William Fox- 
Halsey-Stuart melange have become 
somewhat strained. 

Kither the exees figured too high 
or too low. Full facts are not 
known. 

Three of these fellows are “big 
shots” in the firm. One draws $450 
a week, which represents a cut of 
about $300; another $750 a week and 
a third, $3,000 a week. Last name 
actually gets $156,000 a year. 


ary salaries but no work or office. 
If figured out it is laid out that the 
salary saving alone may amount to 
nearly $500,000 a year for the Fox 
companies when these men are 
eased off the payroll. 

Highest paid one of the execs to 
be eased out is said to have signed 
his own Elba when he put the slug 
on an underling in his department. 
Latter was immediately re-hired by 
new management, In biz language 
it’s interpreted as either he goes 
or the other underling. 

Of the trio previously mentioned 
one is in the Fox theatre field. He 
is at present on vacation. 

The biggest cut to be put on in 
a personnel way from a point of 
strained moral obligation is in the 
vaude end where an old William 
Fox pal may be shoved out. 

Besides these others are slated 
to go with the old broom already in 
sway and within a few weeks ex- 
pected to sweep clean of old-time 
William Fox execs. Some of these 
got further jammed recently when 
it was discovered that they were 
stool pigeoning around. 


STATE CENSORSHIP IS 
CONG. HUDSON’S IDEA 


What the Hays organization sees 
as a new and insidious way of 
establishing censorship for an entire 
state is that of getting a state cap- 
ital to okay editing as purely a 
local measure. The significance of 
this to the industry is that what 
is cut in the capital will hold true 
for other cities in the same state, 
since filmdom is confronted with 
the economic angle after the first 
cutting. 

Congressman Grant Hudson is 
credited with making a test case 
of this kind of state censoring in 
Lansing, Mich. It is his intention 
to spot the same, containing iden- 
tically the ideas ns those which 
Washington, D. C., 
cities, so that the 
hoped would be na- 
would have prac- 
same influence with its 
the various city 


in other capital 
bill which he 
tional in 
tically the 
adoption by 
fathers 

In response to an alarm sent in 
by Col. Butterfield of Michigan, 
Charlie Pettijohn, Hays attorney, is 
in Lansing tonight opposing the 
Hudson measure at its very intro- 
duction. 

The seriousness of a censor epi- 
demic of this kind is pointed out 
by Haysites as in the fact that 
at present only five states in the 
union have state censorship. 


(ope 


Jean Harlow’s Divorce 


Hollywood, July 22 
Jean Harlow, actress, is suing 
Charles F. McGrew, 2d, for divorce, 
charging cruelty, drunkenness and 
failure to carry out a property set- 
tlement made at the time of their 


Patchogue and 3ayvshore, and 
straight pictures in the others, 

George Bradley, who has been 
hondling publicity and advertising 
for Patchogue and other towns | 
which Seider operates, is out. 


separation last June. 
Suit was filed in October but not 


detected because filed under Miss 


Harlow’s legal name, 


There are others with intermedi- ° 
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WE in Court to Stop DeForest 


VARIETY 


Bulge Advance 


Giving Wrong Slant on Decision 


Europe is proving such a 
favorite with the biggest gal- 
axy of prominent film men 
ever over at one time that 
most of them are prolonging 


(Continued from page 11) 
ticker handicappers reticent. The 
“Telegram” carried a list of 14 
broker selections for two weeks and 


was a strong bull campaign in War- 
ner Bros., with a turnover for the 
week reaching around 250,000 shares, 
compared to less than 100,000 shares 


| their visit until some weeks every one went wrong. the week the, Monday re- 
i Wilmington, Del., July 22. 11 h Th Bo b ne nt fuss the matter is that any worth while | cession one 0 e first issues in the 
Western Electric hit back at De- t eatre m Hg stock or later whole list show 
i 1e Uni States District proper price level governed by its|ness was arner, nting at its 

Court for an Milwaukee—4 4 Wks fi White WH intrinsic worth—but strong sponsor-|sponsors on the move up were 
injunction restraining general talk- rst to return, other than Har- ship will put it at that level much|prompt to back away when they 

ley Clarke who made the ex- earlier than the loose influences that | faced determined resistance. War- 

; ing pictures (Dek neg Aen yes we Milwaukee, July 22. pedition for speed and not govern open market trading. That’s|ner last week made a new top on 
oying The Grace, neighborhood theatre duration, Harry Warner and what makes it such a tricky propo- | the movement at 46% and came to 
| GEG The WHIOS HOM 9 She Tees at 28th avenue and National, was his lawyer, George Quigley, sition to pin a real name on the the Saturday finish at 45, net up 2% 
j decree handed down here in the much advertised “good stocks.” |on the week. On the comparatively 
; sound-on-film suit brought by De- the 11th local house to be bombed wih tarry wats at —— Aus. Trouble is that they aren’t “good” |light sales of 38,500 shares Monday 
Forest. or spattered with yellow paint since 15. Joe Schnitzer also will turn for trading purpose until they’ve|it dropped back 2% to 42%, com- 
Motion is based on statements the first of the year when unknown back about that time. demonstrated thet they are. pared to its low on the June reaction 
{ declared to have been made by M. | Persons tossed a_ dynamite bomb The current market is an espe-|of 38%. It may or may not be sig- 
* A. Schlessinger. The decree held from an autcmobile in the early ; cially tricky affair. Pool manip- | nificant, but it is worth noticing that 
i 1e Rei Pp t tt have been valid |hours of the morning on July 16. ulation, the balance of short and |the new Warner bonds were the only 
Che, Have, , |It did consider..,le damage to the long account and other technical|fixed income issue among the 
and frent of the theatre and breaking 9 9 | considerations within the market it- |}amusements that lost ground iast 
bs: t por in- | many windows in the vicinity. Resi- self have more to dv» with the course same being the 
“ dents ran to the street in a panic. of price movements in individual aes 
: volved in the suit were held “not Sees te 4 rege ee cases than any weight of intrinsic | senting nearly $500,000 carried the 
infringed, if valid.” ombing in less tha worth. met on the 
sanding | The advance of nearly three ame issue on onday 
gg it ome cagallingpertagaat The Grace has been employing weeks, for instance, was carried on| dropped % to 99%, within a quarter 

non-union operators who were in the face of falling prices for|of its bottom since listing. at 


vital and covered most of the sound- 
on-film field, held themselves to 
have been victorious in the suit. 
During the trial here, all in De- 
Forest camp felt the Reis patent to 
be the real issue. Western Electric 
attorneys not opining. 

The motion directed at Schles- 
singer was made on the affidavit of 
Wilford Drake, of Jackson Heights, 
N. J., vice-president of Electrical 
Research Products, Inc. Court took 
motion under advisement. Decision 
may be handed down within a 
week. Drake’s affidavit declared 
the business of his company, which 
makes the projectors used by Stan- 
ley, to have been socked by the 
Schlessinger statement on the de- 
cree. A story quoting Schlessinger 
in the “Exhibitors Daily Reliance” 
for July 1 was offered in evidence. 


taken to the detective bureau for 
questioning. One of the operators 
said he wanted to join the opera- 
tor’s union but was afraid of being 
thrown out of work because he 
would be obliged to start in at the 
bottom of the list. He claimed also 
that the theatre had a waiting list 
of non-union men who wanted to 
be operators. 

The picture operators union is 
conducting an investigation of its 
own in an attempt to discover the 
perpetrators of the various out- 
rages. Some of the theatres bombed 
or splashcd with paint have had no 
labor troubles of any kind and 
union executives are at a loss to 
find motives. 


“Queer People” Caddo’s 


Fox Brooklyn is facing opposition 
in Brooklyn where it began its cut- 
rating. Warners’ Strand in the 
same vicinity is offering a special 
inducement to potential customers 
in the way of two seats for the 
price of one. Theatre management 
is issuing special passes good that 
way during July and August. 

_ In addition to this the Strand 
also tried a kid tie-up with depart- 
ment stores where latter shops 
were privileged to give away about 
50 free admissions daily to children 
for two weeks. Privilege was in re- 
turn for window space given over 
to Strand theatre show card. About 
five stores in Brooklyn were used. 


JUDGMENTS 


commodities. One day last week 
the delivery price of copper was 
marked down a fraction to 11 cents 
flat and at the same moment the 
copper stocks advanced with ut- 
most confidence. Wheat and cot- 
ton have been dropping during the 
entire period of stock recovery. It 
happened that prices of these stap- 
les were off again Monday, but that 
did not represent any change from 
the fortnight before. Reason for the 
reaction was that trading sentiment 
felt a recession was due. 
Guessing Future 

Feeling seemed to be that now 
the summer rally had run into heavy 
opposition, the reaction is likely to 
go pretty far although the opinion 
is by no means unanimous. Most 
of the financial writers are avoiding 
the future. Much of the market 
comment lately has been running to 
intricate observations on foreign ex- 


seemed to be a fair inference that 
the bonds were being forced for sale. 

Such an inference is in line with 
report in the trade and with the 
company’s action last week in ap- 
plying for the listing of additional 
stock amounting to about 175,000 
shares and additional bonds total- 
ing several millions of dollars. 
Statement was made through the 
usual financial news channels that 
the new financing was for the 
acquisition of new theatre proper- 
ties. 

Expansion 

From an impersonal market stand- 
point there is no way of appraising 
the influence of such expansion. For 
the long view it may be highly de- 
sirable, but heavy expansion pro- 
grams are not popular with follow- 
ers of theatre stocks. Traders have 
had many unhappy experiences in 
that direction. 


According to the motion the in- Vivian M. Moses; State Tax Commis-|Change. It’s a curious thing that| Only other high light in the bond 
terview quoted Schlessinger as say- rT; ” sion; $784. when the financial reporters go into | Section was the aggressive action o% 
ing that the Reis patent was basis Next: Front Pa e Off Catskill Mountain House; James H.|that foreign exchange routine—|the Loew 6s. Bonds with the stock 
coved all a Dunham & there are not 10 authorities in New | Purchase warrants attached jumped 
im, with the result that anyone ener Printing Corp; $1401, | York who really know the inwarda- |3% Points, presenting, of course, the 
Hollywood. July 22 Yankee Enterprises, Inc.; Fox Thea-/ness of international money—the improvement for the time being of 
using the principle was responsible ’ y , y <2. tres Corp.; $20,663. future is likely to be pretty cloudy.|the company’s common stock. The ; 
to General Talking Pictures. According to plan of Howard Belle Baker Settle, also known as| As far as the amusement stocks |S@me bond ex the privilege and sell- # 
A story in “Variety” containing | Hughes, “The Front Page,” origi- | Belle Baker; Safe Trading Corp.; $357.1 10. concerned they were well to|ing on a yield basis was practically 


conflicting statements from Schles- 
singer. and Western Electric was 


put before the court during the trial, | definitely in favor of “Queer Peo- Action Grit Pub. Co.;|8tegate gain of 58 points net for 18 eral “ere push 
but a copy of “Variety” was not|ple.” This is the story of Holly- | $1,017. leading issues and a loss of only | /SSUe UP Impressively and seeme< 4 


entered as an exhibit in the motion. 

The “Variety” interview also quoted 

Schlessinger as saying that the Reis 

patent was the real issue of the suit 

and brought most of the talking 

business into DeForest’s hands. 
Form Letter Quoted 

A form letter on the decree said 
to have been sent out by J. N. Tal- 
ley, southern district manager for 
General Talking Pictures, was also 
put in evidence. The complaint in 
reference to this letter was based 
on the following quotation from the 
letter: 

“There is no doubt in regard to 
this decision that if you are con- 
templating installing sound-on-film, 
now is the time to get on the De 
Forest band wagon where you are 
sure to be free of all possible patent 
and other suits.” 

This letter, it was charged, was 
sent to all theatre managers in the 
southern district and came to the 
attention of Western Electric men 


any statements on the decree. 


nally scheduled for production in 
September, will be sidetracked in- 


wood, which burned plenty in the 
Colony. 

Starting date for the new pic- 
tures is Sept. 1. It is understood 
that Hughes will assign the direc- 
tion to Lewis Milestone. 


Linet at G. T. P. 


Leaving Columbia Saturday (19) 
Hank Linet returned Monday to 
General Talking Pictures overseeing 
publicity matters. 

Linet left the Schlesinger com- 
pany last summer to become pub- 
licity and ad chief for Columbia. 


Color Shorts 
Hollywood, July 22. 
Clarence Braun, Fred Windemere 
and Joe Rock have organized a com- 
pany called Naturetone Pictures to 
make two-reel color shorts on loca- 
tions. 
Multicolor process will be used. 


Margaret Matzenauer; State Tax Com- 
mission; $529. 
Emanuel! Hirschberger; Herman Schott 


SHIPMAN EAST TO HIDE 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Sammy Shipman departs this 
Saturday to finish up “The Twain 
Shall Meet.” This is the show he’s 
writing in collaboration with John 
B. Hymer for Al Woods. 

Authors have an act and one-half 
off their chests and will hide away 
in Maine until completing the script. 
Shipman has been working on the 
screen version of his ‘“‘“East Is West” 
at Universal. 


McClintoc on “Luxury” 
Hollywood, July 22. 
Guthrie McClintoc’s second direc- 
torial assignment at Fox is “Lux- 
ury,” taken from Edward Knob- 
loch’s play, “My Lady’s Dress.” 
Claire Luce is in the lead, with 
H. B. Warner also cast. Dialog and 
adaptation by Hope Loring. Pro- 
duction starts July 25. 


posted $250 bond. 


“why change?” 


the fore in last week’s climb, the 
advance being measured by an ag- 


1% by two big board listings. The 
Monday session cancelled about 18 
points in the aggregate for the 
same group of stocks. 

A highlight of the theatre sec- 
tion was the bold bidding up of 
R-K-O, openly a bit of group work 
apparently inspired by a desire to 
attract a public following on the 
basis that the Keith unit is likely 
to be the key to any future re- 
grouping of theatre properties. R- 
K-O had been shoved u; from near 
26 early ii. July to last week’s top 
of 35%, the net advance on last 
week alone being nearly 4 points. 
In the Monday session alone it sank 
back to 31% for a net loss for the 
day of 2%. Turnover here was 
enormous, last week’s total trans- 
actions being 540;000 shares on top 
of 151,000 shares for the week be- 
fore. 

Warners Loses Ground 


Paralleling the operation in R-K-O 


ee 


stationary at par or just under. 
The aggressive sponsors for Gen- 


have reserves of resources to hold it 
at higher levels. Top last week was 
36 and Saturday final 35% on deal- 
ings in 654,000 shares. Mor.day’s 
turnover was light—3,300, with the 
final price 34%, or 1% from the peak. 
Fox acted well also, last week’s top 
48% peak on the recovery and well 
into new territory and Monday’s 
close 4544. 

Gyrations of Eastman continue to 
be a puzzle. Stock seems to justify 
its high investment rating when 
sentiment is good, but seems left 
with but casual support when the 
list is under attack. Only explana- 
tion advanced downtown is that big 
holders are working for accumula- 
tion. 

Among the Curb stocks Cclumb:.a 
gave further evidence of bright 
prospects from its picture sales con- 
tract with R-K-O, the new voting 
trust certificates moving in small 
volume and at steady prices around 
40. 


Summary for week ending Saturday, July 19: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 


Net 
Browning, of the Bonnie Kate the- 27% 15% 3,000 Consol. Film (2).... 19% 18% 19% —% 
25 755 21,500 Ea 5 2 2 
30, and penciled in the margin was 150 85 SOO Keith pref. (Fiscsccccccescecccce 110 110 110 Li 
‘ : 5% 24 ,900 76% 69 7 
The chief defense of De Forest at- 9 112% 85% 200 we? pref. (6%). 107% 107% 107% 
orneys centere ar Madison Sq. Garden (1%)....... 15 13% 
on o slectrical Research products i7% 48% 79,600 Paramount-Fam.-Lasky (4).. 62% 62% +4% 
to Western Electric. They claimed 2% 13,700 Pathe Exchange 5% 3% 
that Electrical Research could not 32 723 500 Radve Corp. apie 4254 
not involved in the original suit. A remarkable absence of trouble d it could beat these peculiar 35" 8% 12.200 4% 
This was countered by the claim| With exhibs through individual con-| State laws, some of which demand SO Universal pref. (8) 58 57 57 
that the apparatus involved was| tracts, including two that do not that deposits must be left in the 70% 2.20). 47% 48% 
made for Stanley and Western include arbitration clauses, is re-|States, but is said to be learning CURB 
Electric by Electrical Research.| Ported. United Artists ,;which along| that it’s not so easy. Some trouble] __. 1%, 
which, with Western Electric, en-|Witl FN, is using its own contracts|has also been run up against) 543 3000 De vic 13° 
tered the defense in the origina]| ™inus arbitration clauses and de-j|through attempts to arbitrate dis- 17% "% 13,600 Fox Theatres... .....seccceeceee 10% 9 10% i” 
suit. Samuel E. Darby, chief coun-|POSits only when the account is in|putes outside of states in which 
sellor for De Forest, insisted that question, has not yet found it|exhibs operate, that being one way| 86% 25% | 31% 32% + % 
Electrical Research establish its|Mecessary to threaten legal action. | originally figured as a way out of BONDS 
connection with Stanley and W. E. F. N. is also experiencing little} some State laws. 91 74 80 80 80 
fens difficulty with its accounts, it is re- 130 29,000 Loew 118 115 as 
in the defense. y 1st Place Protection 101 91% 100 99 994 + Me 
Additional damaging innuendo Generally, it is contended, there] 80 36 55,000 Pathe 76, 67 62 65 
was also charged in the tally form Claim in Some quarters is that is less trouble with the individual 
f letter urging exhibitors to “go slow|the companies which wrote their] contracts than existed before. Some | 113% 99% 456.000 Warner Bros. 6's, ’39........... 101% 100% 100% — % 
when signing with any company for|®W"® compulscry arbitration clauses |companies feel trouble makers will | 93 152,000 Gen. Thr. E. G's, ’40..........-. 2% + 
4 apparatus unless you are sure the are getting into less hot water than always exist and that in such cases ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
: company is properly licensed and|expected following upset of Film/the protection has to be taken in All Quoted for Monday 
; can make a contract.” Board rule, but where trouble arises| signing the contract or before. Produce Exchange, N. Y. 
iG Judge J. Boyd Avis, of Camden, is not always finding thei- contracts! Otherwise, the argument seems to]... a 1,400 Photocolor, new, w. i........... 8 6% 8 
Le N. J., sat in the hearing because he} effective as they at first thought} be not to sell the account. Over the Counter, N. Y. 
had been named as an alternate to| they would be. This is due in some| Less concern or interest than Quoted in Bid and Asked 
Judge Morris, in the original suit.! instances to different State laws on| expected is manifesting itself in the Bia Asked 1 be 
Judge Morris resigned when the|@rbitration and deposits. direction of the proposed new con-| 22 221 21% Roxy, Class A (3.50).......... ae . 
decree was handed down. One of the larger companies fig-|tract arising out of the 5-5-5 con- 23% 
Previous to the hearing, Judge ference, with insiders in some dis-| 1 1% DeForest 
Davis issued a temporary injunc- trib quarters indicating they are Los Angeles 
p y 
tion against General Talking Pic-| injunction was based on the Drake| satisfied with the way things are 10% ee 
tures restraining them from issuing] affidavit and Electrical now going. Attitude seems to be Montreat 
This 
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THE MIGHT THE RADIO 
TITAN LOOMS 
WESTERN SHOW 
TODAY! BLASTING AWAY 

ARRIERS BLAZING HEAT 

LIKE EARTH- 
QUAKE LAST NIGHT.. ... 
PACKED THE RKO PHEUM 
TOP AND COMPLETELY; 
FLABBERGASTED THE 
MOB WITH THE MOST 
OVERWHELMINGLY MAG- 
NIFICENT PAGEANT 
WONDERS MORTAL EYES 


HAVE. EVER BEHELD! 


BEBE | 
DANIELS 
BERT Re 


WHEELER 


Dorothy Lee, "yoseph 
Ralf Harolde, Bill Robinson 
Directed by LUTHER REED Me 
Personally by 
WILLIAM LE BARON j- 
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Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


RECORD GATE! 


Daring Dreams Ful- 
filled...The Impossible 
Achieved...The RADIO 
Titan Rises in Its Maj- 
esty...Tops “RIO RITA” 
and Thunders On To- 
ward Leadership—Ab- 
solute and Supreme! 


fi 


EVERETT 


MARSHALL. 


ROBT. 


WOOLSEY 


 Cawthorn, Jobyna Howland. 
and 5000 others ¢ ® 


Music by HARRY TIERNEY 


ab _ Story and Lyrics by ANNE 


CALDWELL ...... 
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VARIETY 


ELEMENTAL VALUES DRAMA PUT 


> 


STAGE BLISTERING 
BALLYHOO FOR 
BIG GATE REACTION! 


WATCH PAGES OF VARIETY 
FOR DRAMATIC DETAILS OF 
TITAN MERCHANDISING 
SWEEP...HARNESSING A FAR- 
FLUNG EMPIRE OF MODERN 
BUSINESS IN DRIVE TO REAP 
BEAUCOUP PROFITS. 


No showman worth his salt will fail to take advantage of 
_Radio’s great “Dixiana” broadcast from the Titan Holly= 
wood studios July 29th. Fifty mighty NBC stations will 
,speed the gorgeous music and sweeping drama of 
* Dixiana” up and down the channels of the sky . . . and 
drive the story with unerring aim into the consciousness 
of millions of listeners. No other show machine matches 
the Radio Titan in efforts to sell your tickets. 


_ July 23, 1980 | 
j 
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iG: TITAN OWNS THE SKIES! 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 


“Variety's” Bulletin Condensed 


Briefly rewritten extracts from “Variety’s” Hollywood Bulletin, printed 


eac 
weekly 


aad from the Dailies in Los 


dep 


“Variety.” 


h Saturday in Hollywood, and placed as a wrapper upon the regular 


Bulletin does not circulate other than on the Pacific Slope. 
Angeles will be found in that customary 
artment in this issue and hereafter. 


Just 1,200 permits for the erec- 
tion of miniature golf courses have 
been issued in Los Angeles. This 
is believed a record for any city. 
Proprietors are even now calling in 
picture studio scenic artists to doll 
up the undersized links. 


cause several picture com- 
are bidding for “Street 
Scene,” the price for the picture 
rights is now placed at $200,000. 
Hightest offer to date is said to be 


$100,000. 


Local police commission has ruled 
e cops can’t solicit work 


hat 
mod e studios. This is an old 
gendarme custom here. If a film 


company wants a “bull” the depart- 
ment will assign one or many as 


ealled for. 


First National has put back pro- 
duction on “Captain Blood” until 
next year. Studio deems the time 
inopportune. James Rennie was to 
have had and will have the title 
part when it finally gets under way, 
according to present plans. 


Warners has a trio of troupes on 
their way over here. Groups are 
coming from France, Germany and 
Spain. Studio has prepared about 
six foreign scripts to go into work 
by Aug. 1. This is Warners first 
real move to import talent, 


Oliver Morosco’s effort to organ- 
ize a stock company for the Mission 
theatre, Long Beach, Cal., calls for 
a cast at $30 salary with leads ‘to 
get as high as $49. 

“They must have English ac- 


cents,” Morosco told his agent. 
“Not at these prices,” was the 


revly. 
So the troupe is being gathered 
elsewhere. 


Illness of Leon Janney. is hold- 
ing up “Father's Son” (FN). 
Youngster is suffering from an in- 
fection invoked by a fight before 
the camera, 


National underwriters’ bureau will 
shortly promote Los Angeles from 
eighth to fifth ranking city for 
burglary insurance rates. Previ- 
ously the only district in the coun- 
try more burglarous than this one 
was Jackson County, Mo., and that 
has been a matter of years, 

Chinese theatre will discontinue 
acts at its Saturday midnight shows 
during the time the Hunter family 
is in town. Plan is for a personal 
appearance of the Hunters plus a 
dance contest on the stage, which 
will be m. c.’d each week by a pic- 
ture personality. 


Arthur Johnson succeeded Max 
err as assistant to Nathaniel Fin- 
Ston, Par studio musical director. 


sarbara Weeks, chorus girl, who 
came on from the east to appear 
in “Whoopee,” has been given a 
term contract by Warners. 

When “The Cat Creeps,” origin- 
ally “Cat and Canary,” goes into 
production this week at Universal, 
a double cast will be employed to 
make the Spanish version simul- 
taneously with the English. Ed 
Paulton, eastern writer, brought 
here recently, has been put on the 
script. 


Out of the 51 feature productions 
now in work this week, 12 are on 
location at distances ranging from 
Borneo to Sherman Oaks, which is 
22 miles from Los Angeles. 


Away from the Coast for about 
a year, Sol Loew returned to the 
Manchester in Los Angeles’ this 
week as m. ec. 
considering production of 

sillie, the Kid,” completed a month 
480, Metro now finds it difficult to 
assemble the original cast for added 
scenes and retakes. 

Fox has borrowed Jeanette Mac- 
Donald from Paramount to play 
opposite J. Harold Murray in 
Stolen Thunder.” 


I Mack Sennett is holding Charles 
et for another series of comedies, 
eg completing the first group of 


Pes the screen five years, Barbara 
cnnant Is trying to stage a come- 
ack, with Tiffany interested. 


— Rosen has been engaged by 
any to direct “Extravagance,” 


an original by A. P. Younger. 


by coterling has been engaged 
ational to make a series of 
comedies. 
4&be Lyman was awarded a new 


Si 
.< Months’ contract by Fox West 


Ons 
robin With an increase in salary to 
Aug ‘ce his present ticket expiring | 

The band leader will} 


double between tine Carthay Circle 
and Chinese after the latter house 
reverts to F. & M. stage shows, ex- 
pected to go in after run of “Hell's 
Angels.” 


An agreement between producers 
and actors on working conditions 
for freelance day workers went into 
effect at the major studios this 
week. New agreement calls for an 
eight-hour working day for all play- 
ers receiving $15 to $1,000,and pro- 
vides for one-eighth the daily rate 
every hour or fraction of an hour 
overtime. 


Jay Chapman, unit press agent at 
First National, resigned to take a 
Similar post at Radio. Chapman 
was replaced by Joe Steele, who 
has been personal p.a. for Richard 
Barthelmess. 


Metro is still looking fora femme 
lead for “Passion Flower.” Greta 
Garbo and Katherine Cornell, both 
considered, are understood to have 
turned it down. 


Edward Woods will lead the male 
contingent of ‘‘Mother’s Cry” at 
Firzt National. Woods recently ap- 
peared here in the Coast company 
of “The Last Mile.” 


“Prince” Alexander Light, who 
tried to promote a Shakespearean 
rep company, is in jail charged 
with petty theft and operating a 
school without a license. Light 
opened in “Hamlet” at the Biltmore 
hotel auditorium, with the audience 
walking out after the first act. 
Charges were filed against him by 
pupils who claimed he took their 
dough en the promise of making 
them actors, 


June Clyde, feature Radio player, 
is home after a month's rest in the 
mountains where she was recup- 
erating from a nervous breakdown. 

John Gilbert's next for M-G is 
Winston Churchill's “The Crisis.” 
Sam Wood will direct, with Al 
Cohn and Dan Totherch doing con- 
tinuity and dialog. 


FISHER STAFF LET OUT 
WITH CHISELERS CAUGHT 


22. 


Detroit, July 
Three employees of the Publix- 
Fisher theatre, Hubert Vivian, door 
man; Thomas Ligon, chief usher 
and Phillip Stevens, ticket taker, 
are out on bail, charged with re- 
selling tickets at the boxoffice. Re- 
ported loss was $2,500 covered by 
bonding company. 
Investigation started upon receipt 
of an anonymous letter. 
Although only three were impli- 
cated the entire staff of the Fisher, 
excepting the manager, was let out. 


Gottesman Resigns 


Alfred Gottesman has _ resigned 
from the Warner theatre operating 
division under Spyros Skouras. It’s 
reported Gottesman has an individ- 
ual venture in >spect. 

Gottesman was one of the first 
indie exhibs to seil his circuit of 
New England houses. At the same 
time he joined the Warner staff of 
execs, but without going under con- 
tract. 

Gottesman is well known through- 
out the theatre field. 


Consolidated’s New Color 
22. 

The new color being 
brought out by Consolidated will be 
ready for production Sept. 1. All 
color work will be done in the old 
plant on Seward st., with the pres- 
ent Bennett plant confining its ac- 
tivities to black and white produc- 
tion. None of the color process- 
ing will be done in the east. 

The Melrose ave. plant, which was 
destroyed by fire last November, is 
being reconditioned to take care of 
additional color prints should the 
demand warrant it. 


Hollywood, July 
process 


Remake “Dress Parade” 
Hollywood, July 
“Dress Parade,’ made silent by 
Pathe three years ago, will be re- 
made by Radio. Donald Crisp, who 
directed the silent version, will prob- 
ably get the sound assignment. 
Picture is to be made in color at 
West Point and goes into production 
William Sis- 
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wee 


early in September 
trom will supervise. 


| 


Everybody’s Friend 


San Francisco, July 22. 

When the RKO theatre here 
ran “Hell's Island,” a Colum- 
bia picture, the management 
ment exploited it with: 

“This is the picture you 
have been waiting three years 
to see.” 

Informed that this was the 
line used in exploiting “Hell's 
Angels,” the manager said the 
benefits from his advertising 
would be mutual. 


FILM STOCK CORPS. 
WITH STOCK FOR SALE 


Albany, N. Y., July 22. 

Stock in picture and sound film 
companies and in other theatrical 
corporations is being offered to the 
public of New York, according to 
notices recently filed with the Sec- 
retary of State, under provisions 
of General Business Law designed 
to protect investors in the flotation 
of securities. 

Among the concerns licensed are: 

All-American Pictures, Inc., Dela- 
ware company, headquartered at 723 
7th Ave., New York, to handle its 
own Class A and Class B stock, no 


par value. 
Fides Sound Films, Inc., New 
York corp., 220 Broadway, New 


York, to handle its own Class A 
and Class B stock. 

Frank Matre, 655 5th Ave., New 
York, to float securities of Eddie 
Dowling Amusement Corporation, 
New York, with address same as 
that of dealer. Preferred stock. 
$100 par value, 6% cumulative, and 
common stock without par. 

Picture Machine Service Com- 
pany, Inc., Room 409, 1560 Broad- 
way, New York, to handle issue of 
its own voting common stock. Colo- 
rado corporation. 

Benson Bros & Co., 42 Broadway, 
New York, to deal in Class A steck 
of Automatic Musical Instrument 
Company, Ltd. Latter, Canadian 
corporation, with headquarters at 
1410 Stanley st., Montreal. 

Secretary of State notified of fol- 
lowing listings on New York Stoek 
Exchange, under provisions of Gen- 
eral Business Law: 

Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corpora- 
tion, Maryland company, 1564 
Broadway, New York, 134,000 shares 
of Class A stock without nominal 
or par value. 


Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., 
Delaware corporation, 321 West 
44th street, New York, $3,141,500 


optional 6% convertible debentures, 
series due Sept. 1, 1939. 

Same, 136,657 shares of capital 
stock, without par. 


Wide Film May Given Reaction 
Tests in Key 


MAKING R-K-O KNOWN 


Month for Exploitation Is August 
—For Recent Towns on Circuit 


Principally with a view to intro- 
ducing the R-K-O trademark in 
localities where it has been un- 
known in the past but through re- 
cent deals will operate in the fu- 
ture, August has been set aside as 
R-K-O month. 

While the “month” will be na- 
tional in scope and cover the entire 
circuit, it is aimed primarily at the 
Interstate, Libson, Bratter & Pollak 
and other towns invaded by R-K-O 
through recent theatre buys. 


FOX-LOEW SPLITTING 
TALKERS IN ST. LOUIS 


New working order is on be- 
tween Fox and Loew's ia at least 
one spot, St. Louis. By the new 
order of things the Fox St. Louis 
will hereafter not only have pri- 
ority on Metro films but U. A. prod- 
uct as well. Latter films previously 
at Loew’s State. 

On the same order Loew's State 
will have second best choice. This 
puts Fox in a substantialiy strong 
position from the b. o. line by get- 
ting the best of the product of three 
major companies. Other St. Louis 
first runs include the Missouri 
(Publix-Skouras) which plays Par- 
amcunt product, the Ambassador 
and the St. Louis. 


Wis. Trade Off 


Milwaukee, July 22, 


Because the Uihlein interests, 
owners of the Palace-Orpheum, re- 
fused to sanction the proposed 


swap between R-K-O, present ope- 
erators of the house, and the Fox 
Co., controlling the Strand at Mad- 
ison, the other half of the proposed 
trade, reported all negotiatians are 
off. 


Golf Ordinance 
Los Angeles, July 22. 
The ordinance restricting minia- 
ture golf courses was agitated in 
I’resno. It has no bearing on Los 
Angeles. 


Essaness Booking Office in Chi 
Starts with 135—Indie Booker 


Chicago, July 22. 


Formation of the Essaness Pic- 
tures Corp., film booking circuit 
embracing between 100 and 135 


houses as a starter, was completed 


last week by Emil Stern of the 
Essaness theatre circuit. 
The booking office will be oper- 


ated apart from the Essaness the- 
atre group. It will take over the 
houses booked by the Midwest 
Booking Corp., B. & K. subsidiary, 
which was the buying power for all 
the small Publix and B. & K. the- 
atres. The new office also will book 
the Dearborn and Windsor, owned 
personally by Harry Balaban, sev- 
eral small theatres owned by Joe 
Stern, the Lynch string of north 
side neighborhooders, of which 
is owned by Publix-B. & K., and the 
Miller and Simansky houses on the 
west side. The theatres represent 
a buying power of $2,000,000 yearly 
and several hundred playing dates. 

With inoperation of the Midwest 
corporation, Floyd Brockell and 
Lovis Reinheimer, of this sub- 
sidiary, will become executives of 
the Essaness Pictures Corp., with 
Brockell as general manager. 

Book Any House 

The firm will operate only as a 
booking office, charging a straight 
fee, It will accept any indie house, 
regardless of whether it happens to 
be in opposition to B. & K., Publix- 


Of 
29 % 


| 


Greater Talkie or FEssaness the- 
atres. 

Emil Stern is looked upon as one 
of the best bookers in the middle 
west. As an operator for B. & K.,| 
he took the defunct Lubliner 


Trinz houses and built them into 


the paying circuit which became 
the Publix-Greater Talkie group. 
Joining Essaness as vice-president 


late in 1929, he has built up that 
circuit into one of the city’s most 
powerful indie groups. 


Judgment of $47,240 on 
Quickie Film Outfit 
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Chicago, July 

Federal Judge Carpenter awarded 
judgment of $47,240 to the Clinton 
Productions, Frankfort, Ind., closed 
quickie outfit, against Mrs. Rose 


Harter, wealthy Chicago widow. 
Mrs. Harter agreed to buy Clin- 


in 1923, and gave 
$25,000 in notes. Firm ceased oper- 
ating, but she never took posses- 
sion. She claimed some fast talk- 
ing was used to make her buy. 
Case will be appealed. 
Clinton Productions 
gathering dust. 


ton Productions 


plant still 


Conklin Shorts 
Los Angeles, July 22. 
Chester Conklin will be in 12 
shorts which Phil Ryan has con- 
tracted to make for Paramount. 


Robert Bender succeeded 
Harry Watts as manager of the 
Fox, Brooklyn. Watts came in about 
six weeks ago when Fox instituted 
its cut-rate policy. Bender is from 


the coast and for a time was with | 
the Schine Circuit. 


Cities for Decision 


The industry is again abuzz with 
wide film, some prominent indie 
exhibs even figuring it will hit the 
market with a suddeness late in the 
fall, which will take the unwary 


completely off their guard. 

While outward signs would sub- 
stantiate this belief, with practi- 
cally every company of any account 
and many of the smaller ones now 
experimenting with devices, the ap- 
parent facts seem to discount the 
imminence of practical wide film, 

Producers who have wide film 
features on the shelf or in the mak- 
ing will not show them except in 
some of their own theatres. Be- 
cause such showings will be strictly 
experimental, the industry in this 
way hoping to get a definite na- 
tional public reaction which will 
either popularize the giant screen 
or send it back to the vaults, the 
first wide pictures will not be gen- 
erally released. 

Standardization will not now be 
fixed until commercial desirability 
of the giant screen is proven 
through these tests of the various 
widths. If fans favor the larger 
size than the industry will recon- 
vene on the subject of one new 
width. 

With executive filmdom in accord 
with these experiments, new widths 
ranging from 56 to 65 and 70 milli- 
meters, the different sizes now be- 
ing fostered and mulled over by 
various producing interests, will be 
shown in key centers during the 
next few months. This is the offi- 
cial explanation for the industry 
seemingly going off half-cocked on 
the wide fiim angle, carrying with it 
also the real reason for the abrupt 
dropping of Hays’ special sessians 
to get together on one size. 

A check-up of the biggest compa- 
nies which have pioneered in the 
wide film reveals a close-knit situ- 
ation. In the case of Fox and Ra- 
dio, where one is pushing 70 and 
the other 65, indications now are, 
and admitted as such, to be in rela- 
tionship whereby one company will 
probably manufacture equipment 
for both. At the present time for 
its Spoor system Radio is purchas- 
ing parts from General Theatres 
Equipment Corp., which is behind 
Fox Grandeur. Holding the cam- 
era situation as it does with Inter- 
national Projector as a subsidiary, 
General is conceded in an ideal spot 
to retain its corner on the wide film 
field. 


NO ONE CONTRACT FOR 
INDUSTRY AND UNIONS 


Reports that Joseph M. Schenck 
and William Canavan of the Inter- 
national Alliance have conferred on 
the subject of filmdom naming an 
individual to represent it as contact 
with the unions is denied by the 
Hays Organization. 

Dealings of this kind have always 
been between individual companies 
and the unions over personal mat- 
ters, it is pointed out by Haysites, 
who say that the naming of a suc- 
cessor to the late Guy Currier would 


in no way affect the industry as 
a whole but simply several of its 
companies. Currier never repre- 


sented tne entire industry in deal- 
ings with unions, Haysites declare. 


Exhib Suicides 
Burbank, Cal., July 22 
Joseph L. Carr, 60, owner of the 

Montrose theatre, committed sui- 

cide by taking cyanide in the the- 

atre washroom Saturday (19). 


Business at the Montrose had 
been bad all season, 


Brown’s Coast Stay 


Hiram S. Brown, R-K-O pres- 
ident, left yesterday (22), for the 
west coast on one of his pe-~ 
riodical trips. 

He is expected back around 
Aus. 15. 


Josephine Duval—Fox 
Josephine Duval, legit dramatic 
actress, has been engaged by Fox 
through Lou Irwin 
Miss Duval -will 
coast shortly. 
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*“‘Screamingly funny. Bales 
of laughter.’’—N. Y. Eve. World 


CHARLIE MACK: “We found that out, Uncle Sam. Folks is just 
dyin’ to forget their troubles and the heat, and bust right out 
laughin’. The way the crowds in New York, Los Angeles, Salt Lake, 
Boston and other villages is pourin’ into theatres and roarin’ 


and screamin’ at ‘ANYBODY’S WAR’ is almost seandalizin’.” 


MEET THE NATIONS CRAZE FOR COMEDY 
WITH THE YEARS FUNNIEST PICTURE?! 


‘‘Funniest war comedy since audiences into spasms ALL BLACKFACE? 
Chaplin’s ‘Shoulder Arms’.”’ of hilarity.”’ —N. Y. Mirror 
NO BACK STAGE! 


**‘Famous pair much better 
in ‘Anybody’s War’ than in 


A, 


be 


ERPIE¢ 


their first film.’’—N.Y. Graphic ALL COMEDY? 
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Shorts 


Talking 
“SWELL PEOPLE” 


Gribbon and Co. (4) 
Sketch 
21 Mins. 
Games New Ver, 


In the Pathe series marked as 
“Manhattan Comedies” this one is 
only so-so. Low comedy devices 
are rather hysterical. Idea is that 
of a bricklayer who is so rich he 
patronizes @ banker, relatively a 
humble person compared to the 
ritzy handler of Haverstraw con- 
a bland comic in his 
proper environment, here is merely 
a prattfall knockabout. Idea of the 
sort of fun th- subject peddles is 
to be had from the main incident— 
the millionaire bricklayer’s pala- 
tial dinner party, where the soup is 
served through a bicycle pump, the 
grape juice squirts all over the lot, 
eiSivhole comedy is modeled on that 
technique. Dot Farley plays the 
Rolls-Royce bricklayer’s wife, while 
pale feeder parts are allotted to no 
less experienced  troupers than 
Johnny Hyams and Leila McIntyre. 
Any producer who can’t think of 
any better use to put the talents of 
Miss McIntyre than to have her re- 
ceive squirting grape juice in the 
face will probably get his just des- 
erts in the next world. Anyhow, 
that’s the way it appeared to an 
old-timer who used to get a kick 
out of Miss McIntyre’s kid imita- 
tions. 

Short turns out in the end to be 
the bricklayer’s dream, with Grib- 
bon doing a fall off the scaffolding 
where he was sleeping into a vat of 
cement which spatters the boss of 


the job. It’s all subtle, like that. 
They'll probably love it down 


Chatham Square way late Saturday 
evening. Rush. 


LLOYD HAMILTON 

“Prize Puppies” 

Comedy 

19 Mins. 

Greeley Sq., New York 
Educational 

Starts out fairly strong, but in the 
unwinding drifts to sequences 
weaker than the opening. As cus- 
tomary in these Lloyd Hamilton 
shorts, it is Hamilton’s recognized 
mannerisms which do the most 
work. Dialog is weak in laugh po- 
tentialities. 

Opens with Hamilton in a board- 
ing house and bothered by the yodel- 
ing, dancing and tuba playing of 
neighbors, which he disposes of in a 
humorous fashion. Unable to pay 
his rent, he is kicked out ¢.nd boards 
a train. Alighting, he is mistaken 
for the expected dog fancier who is 
to judge a kennel show. All bribe 
and threaten him into promising he 
will let their hound win first prize. 
Intended punch line, after Hamilton 
asks, “What kind of a dog is it?” is 
everybody making the reply, “A po- 
lice dog.” When the mutts are 
paraded in front of him he finally 
picks on a different hound because 
he liked the looks of the femme 
owner. 

Fair filler for the neighbs. 


SCREEN SNAPSHOTS No. 22 
With James Finlayson 
Novelty 
10 Mins. 
Fox, Brooklyn 

Columbia 

_ More laughs in this one in the 
Screen Snapshots series than to be 
found in many preceding, with 
James Finlayson supplying most of 
the comedy as the m.c. Entirely 
o.k. for comedy end of shorts pro- 
gram. 

Finlayson works as a Scot, wear- 
ing kilts and opens at a flying field 
outside of Los Angeles, where Mary 
Pickford is “covered” greeting Doug 
on his return to the coast. Maurice 
Chevalier is there, also, and Co- 
lumbia got them to talk to each 
other in French. 

Then to the FN studio where Ben 

yon says a few words and to com- 
pate the tour some famous film 
= are included, among them 
‘rankie Darro and Billie Moss. Each 
does a little bit, Frankie an acro- 

atic routine. 

Photography and recording good. 

Char, 


“THE ARITIST’S REVERIE” 
uSical 


9 Mins. 
Rialto, New York. 
Paramount 
Cambria, Par-Publix pres- 
this pom unit producer, produced 


Lik lort, which isn’t hard to tell. 
almost every presentation unit, 
‘ just another unit. “The Artist’s 
just another short. As 
Original in th 
unit, fon eme as a stage band 
one artist has completed a pretty 
“+ — of what looks like an 18th 
caer a? garden party and he sits 
it cK to say it’s okay, only he wishes 
ona live. Then he goes into a 
ean and in close-up the painting 
to life. Three-piece girl 
cafetere remindful of a 
ensemb s 
couple a. le, bats out a 
'NSs to a toe dancer 
Wigs give it t é 
And 


efined airs while a tenor 
The white 
he necessary class. 
then the artist wakes up. 
Bige. 


“ANKLES” 

Comedy 

18 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 
Raytone 

Slow marital comedy lacking 
punch and polish. Cheaply pro- 
duced short, action taking place in 
one scene, always with that fact 
noticeable. Production poor. 
Voices at the beginning were some- 
what inaudible, the femme’s being 
too high and the leading man's too 
deep. 

Mark Linder, the former Broad- 
way playwright, now gone Holly- 
wood, wrote and directed this. He 
will have to do better. 

About a middle-aged married 
woman who brings a matinee idol 
she always admired into her home 
on pretense of a sprained ankle. 
When they disappear, her hubby 
comes trooping in with another gir] 
with another sprained ankle. After 
the usual hubby-wife battles with 
wifey upholding the matinee idol as 
her hero, it is discovered the other 
woman is the wife of the matinee 
idol. 

Intricate? 


“THE SULTAN’S JESTER” 

With Edward Lankow 

Technicolor 

Revue 

10 Mins. 

Beacon, New York. 
Vitaphone No. 3859 

Screen flash act with a yarn 
running through to hold the spscial- 
ties together. In Technicolor and 
nice to.look at. Can play to any 
audience. 

This Sultan advises his jester 
he’ll be beheaded if not making the 
boss laugh by sundown. The Sultan 
won't go for a gag until the jester 
gives him “Who was that lady?” 
just as the knife was about to drop. 
That ought to be a laugh for those 
who get it, besides the Sultan, and 
for those who don’t, there &re the 
specialties and the color. 

Best number is the adagio quar- 
tet’s, this four doing the same 
routine that has been dying from 
overuse’on the stage, but probably 
still a novelty where straight pic- 
tures is the policy. 

Edward Lankow, the Sultan, and 
featured in the billing, contributes 
a bass solo early in the short and 
registers. Roy Mack directed. Bige. 


“DESERT THRILLS” 
With Edwin Bartlett 
Musical 

8 Mins. 

Strand, New York 

Edwin Bartlett of the French- 
Italian Opera Co. is featured in this 
musical short, but a couple of juves, 
boy and girl steal it. The kids, 
while not billed, look like Al Gold 
and Mesir Morris, seen around in 
various vaude acts. They open and 
close “Desert Thrills” by them- 
selves and make it a pleasant song 
short. 

Scene is an Egyptian cafe, with 
the couple honeymooning. Wife 
sighs over the singing sheik (Bart- 
lett) so hubby goes for a dancing 
girl. They're together again for a 
comedy duet at the finish. Short 
is set early by Bartlett’s song near 
the start and carried thereafter by 
the couple. Polite cooch by the gal 
hubby chases is spotted along the 
way. 

An error by the New York Strand 
in playing this on a bill with an 
operetta feature (“Song of the 
Flame”) should be avoided by other 
theatres. Bige. 


JOE FRISCO 

“The Song Plugger” 
Comedy 

11 Mins. 

Winter Garden, New York 
Vitaphone Nos. 1019-20 
Fairly good comedy short, but not 
as smart as the first one made for 
Warners by Frisco. There are a 
couple of draggy spots. Several 


laughs and an interesting treat- 
ment. however, get it safely under 
the tape. 

Leo Donnelly, Sid Garry, Leo 
Flatow are among the familiar 
faces observed. Action runs from 


backstage at the Palace to the pro- 
fessional department of Witmarks, 
both spots mentioned by name. — 

Frisco kibitzes around, tells via 
cut-back the story of his first wife, 
warbles a bit and hoofs for pleas- 
urable effect. Frisco is credited as 


author. Land. 
LAUREL and HARDY 
“Hog Wild” (Comedy) 
19 Mins. 
Loew’s New York, New York. 
Metro 
These two always good for a 


laugh. This one will please any- 
where a comedy short is desired. 

Laff situation is the attempt of 
the boys to put up an aerial on the 
roof of Hardy’s home. Roof is one 
of those slanty affairs, that carries 
off rain. 

Once up their real troubles first 
begin. Three times Hardy falls 
screaming and rolling from the roof 
to a lily pond below because of the 
dumb negligence of the vacant eyed 
Laurel 


Miniature Reviews 


“Wiegenlied” (Par)—One of 
the best transitions from Eng- 
lish to German accomplished, 
the Teutonic “Sarah and Son,” 
with practically the same cast 
as in the American version. 
Ideal for German neighbor- 
hoods here and in Germany. 


“Rain or Shine” (Columbia). 
Good circus picture with plenty 
of comedy. Well made and 
produced. Starring Joe Cook, 
known in many keys as vaude 
headliner and musical comedy 
star. A first runner. 


“What a Man” (SonoArt- 
Worldwide)—Stereotyped story, 
but handled and played well 
enough to be pleasing in the 
neighborhoods. 


“For the Defense” (Par). A 
natural for the Bill Powell fans 
and one through title that will 
attract a general patronage. 
Can't miss topping grosses of 
average programer of its 
type and a bet for a week any- 
where. Suggests career of late 
and a bet for a week any- 
criminal attorney. 


“Hell’s Island” (Columbia). 
Title good box office. Will at- 
tract all veterans. Much good 
stuff in this talker, though 
compiled from dozen other pic- 
tures. Similarity or familiarity 
well submerged with sustained 
interest, and picture properly 
exploited will do _ business. 
Enough s. a. 

“The Dude Wrangler” (Sono 
Art-World Wide). For double 
feature programs, if any. 
Cheap dialog and acting. Old 
time name cast. Exploitation 
limited to those doubtful 
names. 


“STEEPLECHASE” 

“Sporting Youth” Series 

18 Mins. 

Stanley, New York 
Universal 

Further adventures in the col- 
legiate whirl which goes to make 
up this series. This one is as silly 
as the rest. May satisfy where 
previous chapters of this series have 
been used and so bulit up a follow- 
ing. 

Each issue is built on the same 
pattern, the blonde comedy femme 
daring the heroine to do something 
with the latter always taking her 
up. That’s where the action begins. 

Here it is a steeplechase race 
with the youngsters finding out the 
jockey has been bribed to throw the 
race. Blonde dares our heroine to 
take his place and she does, al- 
though she cannot ride at all. Is 
tied to the horse and away they go. 

Naturally they win. 

Short finishes with horse running 
away with the girl tied on one and 
the hero rescuing her. Finish prom- 
ises further adventures in the next 
release. 

Blonde dishes the comedy with 
a fat boy. Latter works oke, but 
acts too “sweet” in speech and ac- 
tion. 


“DRUMS OF FEAR” 
With Tom Terris 
Travelog 
10 Mins. 
Strand, New York 
Pathe 

Tom Terris, “The Vagabond Di- 
rector,” always manages to slip a 
story and suspense into his 
travelogs, which he photographs 
himself with his globe-trotting 
camera and verbalty illustrates with 
off-screen dialog. This one is as 
interesting as any of the others 
and that’s good enough for a scenic 
short. 

“Drums of Fear’ are the drums of 


African natives. Terris steps into 
the usual danger. He just misses a 
trap, which would have cut him 


into ribbons had he stepped an inch 


farther. Couple of native customs 
not particularly new, and a dash 
here and there of brownskin un- 


adorned. Probably plenty of the 
latter cut from Terris’ original. 
Bige. 


“DIZZY DISHES” 

Talkartoon Series 

Cartoon Comedy 

7 Mins. 

Paramount, New York 
Paramount 

Crazy-type cartoon short and 
thus different. Sufficiently amusing 
to stand alongside better grade of 
cartoon laughers of various series 
and suitable as filler on any type 
of show. 

Scene a madcap cafe with a floor 
show and a mouse waiter that dou- 
bles for orders and as chef. Com- 
edy built partly around getting a 
meal for a tough egg and the rou- 
tines of the floor show entertainers 

Well made, drawings clear and 
effective, recording o. k. Char. 


WIEGENLIED 


(“Sarah and Son”) 
(All German Dialog) 


Paramount production and re'ease. Di- 
rected by Dorothy Arzner. Based on the 
novel ‘‘Sarah and Son.’"”’ Ruth Chatterton 
starred. Supporting cast: Frederic Marsh. 
Gilbert Emery, Philippe De Lacy. Camera- 
man, Charles Lang. At 55th Street, New 
York, week July 19. Running time, 76 
minutes. 


The German picture version of 
“Sarah and Son,” called “Wiegen- 
lied,” with virtually the same Eng- 
lish cast headed by the star, Ruth 
Chatterton, and nearly the same 
story treatment, shapes up as one of 
the best linguistic transitions yet 
made on the screen. In fact, the 
problem of translation is solved if 
“Wiegenlield” is a criterion. 

Whether all members of this 
practically all-English cast have at 
their individual command the fluency 
of Teutonic speech which they evi- 
dence in this does not matter. The 
synchronization is well-neigh per- 
fect, dubbed or not. Better yet: If 
any vocal doubling was done the 
off-set voices jibed splendidly with 
the tonalities expected of the vari- 
ous characters. 

Fans familiar with Miss Chatter- 
ton's English diction and expression 
will be certain that no linguist was 
required for her. The same is true 
for Gilbert Emery and _ Frederic 
Marsh. As for Philippe De Lacey, 
playing the son to Miss Chatterton’s 
Sarah, it makes little difference 
whether the German rolled from the 
boy actor or not, since the voice re- 
citing the lines is in every accord 
with the De Lacey personality. 

A few revisements in the story in- 
cluded a reversing of locales. In- 
stead of in America the German 
version gets under way abroad with 
the indolent husband selling the 
child to rich folk who subsequently 
bring the action over here. Again, 
Sarah makes her debut as an opera 
star at the Metropolitan rather than 
in a European hall. 

There is a naturalness and a 
manifest ease in the recitation of 
the dialog which issadmirable, and 
the recording is good. Waly, 


Rain or Shine 


Columbia production and release Di- 
rected by Frank Capra; ‘producted by 
Harry Cohn. Joe Cook starred. Adapted 
from stage show of same name, but with- 
out chorus or songs in picture. Dialog 
and adaptation by Dorothy Howell and Jo 
Swerling. Assit. director, Sam Nelson. 
Cameraman, Joe Walker. At pre-view, un- 
announced before regular audience at 
Globe, New York, one performance, July 
17. Running time 87 minutes. ..As run- 
ning time taken at pre-view, may not be 


accurate when released). 
64340608 David Chasen 
00558 8058 Tyrrell Davis 
A circus story with plenty of 


comedy, much sightliness, a thrill or 
so and a real big top fire for the 
finale, make Columbia's “Rain Or 
Shine” with Joe Cook a first run 
candidate. It’s a much better than 
average circus picture, on the circus 
side only, aside from the comedy 
that will go a long way toward put- 
ting over the picture. For the R- 
K-O houses which have the first 
run call on the Columbia product, 
this picture is a natural, for Joe 
Cook is a name in that circuit’s 
vaudfilm houses. 

As a stage show, “Rain Or Shine,” 
also with Cook, was a musical com- 
edy. Columbia stripped it down to 
a comedy drama, leaving out the 
musical comedy end and the chorus 
girls. That was smart enough to 
deserve lengthened comment, but 
the results say more. 

It’s the comedy here first, the cir- 
cus next and then the thrill. Story 
leads up to a strike by the show's 
performers, with Joe Cook there- 
upon doing his one-man show as the 
entire performance. Follows a riot 
on the lot when the audience is 
urged by the heavies to demand 
their money back. Going into a free 
for all battle, the Hey Rube cry is 
given, whereupon the striking per- 
formers, despite their non-pay 
grievances, answer that call, 

It's a well handled mob scene, as 
is the fire right after. A big, big top 
burning to the ground makes it a 
perishable prop that never can be 
used again, even by Harry Cohn. 
Frank Capra’s direction is marked 
throughout the picture, and it in- 
cludes comedy too, such as the sole 
elephant of the show pushing the 
wagons out of the mud, and at one 
time pushing the fat woman into 
a wagon. 

Joe Cook's ready reasons for any- 
thing get a laugh here whenever 
used, as does Cook’s mannerisms 
ind his general work. Mostly he 
works with Tom Howard, as the 
town’s boob who buys in on the 
show instead of getting his feed bill 
paid. It isn’t long before Howard 
is getting laughs on his own. How- 
ard looks like a comedy placement 
for talkers. He seems to get over 
very easily and stood out here. 
Dave Chasen, another of the orig- 
inal stage cast and Joe Cook's es- 
tablished aid, put over a laugh 
whenever he went after it. 

Some rough comedy was _ in- 
dulged in at a dinner party, but it 
was low comedy for laughs only and 


without much of an excuse, so it 
gained its end. 
Joan Peers is the daughter of the 


dead circus owner and trying to run 


the show, helped by Cook, who 
laughs the circus through five 
weeks of rainy stands. The first 


sunshine brought capacity, but also 
the sheriff and the strike. Miss 
Peers capably handles her light as- 
signment, and as well as Wm. Col- 
licr, Jr., opposite, does his as the 
wealthy family’s son, traveling with 
the show and in love with Joan. 
Still when Jocn is in danger of be- 
ing burned in the fire, it’s Cook, not 
Collier, who rescues here. 

Toward the finish the story does 
go a little ragged and without a 
smooth finish, but that doesn’t in- 
jure the whole impression. 

For the start of its new scason 
and the R-K-O product contract, 
Columbia has given itself a fine 
send off with “Rain Or Shine.” 

Picture can stand quite some cut- 
ting. Seems too long. As not re- 
leased and perhaps not finally recut 
as yet, this may occur, when run- 
ning time as taken, 87 minutes. may 
be lowered. Sime. 


WILD COMPANY 


Directed by 
John Stone 
latter also doing dia- 
log continuity. Running 73 minutes at 
the Roxy, New York, week July 18. 

Larry Frank Albertson 
Henry EE. B. Warner 
Mrs. Grayson.....e........Claire McDowell 
Mildred Van Dorn 
Kenneth Thomson 


Fox production and release. 
Leo McCarey from story by 
and Bradley King, 


Excepting that this trite and oft- 
treated theme was done at times 
with a bit more thoroughness, al- 


though in the end lacking the 
necessary conviction to put it 
across, “Wild Company” holds 


nothing worthy of attention save 
for a newcomer-juvenile’s perform- 
ance, that of Frank Albertson. He's 
a new face and destined for Holly- 
wood distinction if he maintains 
the same pace. 

Outside of that, “Wild Company” 
in spots smacks of an Ivan Abram- 
son’s in its preachment against the 
wild doin’s of the younger genera- 
tion and the neglect of their well- 
to-do and too indulgent parents, 
especially the fathers. Only for the 
expert histrionics of H. B. Warner 
as the father and George Fawcett 
(unprogramed) as the sermonizing 
judge, who dispenses a five-year 
Suspended sentence for man- 
slaughter, the entire thing might 
have become haplessly banal. De- 
spite the yeoman efforts there were 
times when the entire proceedings 
Skated on pretty thin ice. 

That Frank Albertson (in char- 
acter) could be so hopelessly dumb 
in falling for the cabaret girl was 
not in accord with the general 
sophistication and country club 
poise, which he otherwise mani- 
fested at the opening club shots, 

Much that is extraneous is need- 
lessly built up and milked for every 
ounce of its essence. That long- 
winded business with the father’s 
struggling with his dress-suit. cra- 
vat does not ring the bell even on 
the most casual retrospection for, 
as a social and business and civic 
leader of the community, even the 
hicks of the hick town of the type 
herein would sense that such things 


as obstinate dress ties, and the 
like, are unconvincing hokum. 
Sharon Lynn as the dumb-bell 


dame of Joe Hardy, the killer, who 
plots implicating the unsophisti- 
cated hero, is almost as shallow in 
her talents as the character she 
personifies... Same went for Joyce 
Compton, although her sister role 
called for less. 

Only the Fox-Roxy affiliations 
would get this into this house for 
a run. It needs the strong stage 
show to help it along but it'll be 
a miracle if it does anything unless 
that title for the flaps and young 
Albertson's individual performance 
count for much. Abel. 


WHAT A MAN 


Sono-Art-Worldwide production and re- 
lease. Directed by George J. Crone. Adapt- 
ed from novel, ‘“‘The Dark Chapter,”’ by E 


J. Rath. At Beacon, New York. beginning 
July 18 tunning time, 72 minutes. 

Wade Rawlins..............-Reginald Denny 
Kileen Kilbourne............Mirlam Seegar 
Mrs. Ward 
Kane Kilbourne....cccessecces Carlyle Moore 
Marion Withourne. .ccccsccccced Anita Louise 


“What a Man” revives the antique 
theme of chauffeur-heiress marriage 
stuff with all of the stereotyped ac- 
coutrements, Every fan knows that 
Rege Denny is too highbrow to be 
an ordinary driver and that he’s go- 
ing to be revealed as a war hero or 
something, just as every fan knows 
that the daughter is going to do a 
lot of foolish things for love’s sake, 
While it happens just as they know, 
“What a Man” finishes up as a good 
program picture because all of the 
old gags and twists still possess en- 
tertainment value when pieced to- 
gether as they are in this SA-WW 
effort. 

If Harvey Clark had been allowed 
1 little more time before the camera, 
it would have been his picture in- 
stead of Denny's. As the wealthy 
father who slips out at night he 

(Continued on page 31) 
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PRIZE WINNER 
FLAMING YOUTH STO 


a ae Ober pictures have dealt with the 
A 4%) morals and manners of the jazz 
children of today. But here’s one 
that throws new light on the new 


generation from a brand new angle. 
A story of sixteen and twenty-one 
that reveals with a sympathetic 
frankness what other pictures have 
left untold! 


A jazz saga of the younger gen- 
eration with an appeal for every-. 


body this side of ninety. 


Another big-money attraction on 
the Warner Bros. 1930-31 schedule. 


GRANT 
SUE CAROL 


Edna Murphy, Tully Marshall, Kate Price, 
Adamae Vaughn, Eddie Phillips. Based 
on the story by Harry Fried. Screen 
dialogue by Gordon Rigby and Joseph 
Jackson. Directed by Ray Enright. . . 


: Featuring the Song Hit: 
| “THE KISS WALTZ” 
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VARIETY 


ee of Theatre Ads 


Reproduct 
d s Cities as Indicated 


There Can Be No. 
In Variou Greater Dramatic ' 
Portrayal Than This! 
Twisting the miinds 
_ Swaying the hearts of women! 


TINDIANAPOLES 


rth 


WA 


5c 


Compson Alb Talking - 


= 


Where che Weather’s Made to 


binding i 
ing the 
Orchestre 
Gala Concert by 


Jesse CRAWFORD 
“VARI the Organ? 
ETRIX | 


Spectacular Summer 
Revue? 


NEW YORK CIRY 


COMPANY 


is the title of the new picture commencing 
Tomorrow. In its cast are Frank Albertson, H.B. 
Warner, Sharon Lynn and Joyce Compton. it 
was produced by Fox. Directed by Leo 


Here isa picture that was meant to be a regu- 
routine production—but it isn’t.. No 
dt turned out one of the outstanding pictures 


of retent months. Things h 
this field of ours. 


appen that way in 


{ want you to see it! Bring your sons and 
daughters, too. You'll thank me and they will 


‘The Symphony will play Ravel's “Bolero” for 
the first time in any theatre, and Harriet Hoctor 
likes us so'well that she has decided to stey 


‘over in an entirely new ballet. 


\Choir, the Chorus and the Roxyettes in an 
entirely new series of divertissements which 
will include one of our famous silhouettes. 


We're looking forward to next week alt 
excited, and we think you will be too. We'll 
be disappointed if you don’t come, and take 


my word for it, so will you! 


| 
\Then there is the Ballet Corps, the Cathedral ? 


SOth St. & Seventh Ave. 
Direction of 
S. L. ROTHAFEL (Roxy) 


AMBASSADOR 


Rari’ to Go! 


NORTON 


Tt or Leave 1” 


— 
MAXINE & BOBBY 
A Novelty ‘Barprise 


Africa’s Cruelest 


WHIP.MAN! 


Ae wante by brute ferces 


Bros. Pj 
COMING SATURDAY}. 


EG 
OOLF 
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to 
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fet et BOTH Theatres! 
| \ Stopped at fit Amidst the Brees 
pes in Person Grand and Gi Now Ont way's on the life of Broad- 
| : with EARL and | 
WARNER BROS. THEAT Preview 
Night 
“Test 2 Day! May 
National's BOS G stay and see the preview 
LORETTA YOUN A of Betty Compson, “Ine 
in MROAD, 10, side the Lines” 
pout conse pick POWELL | 
qn 2 arty 
pis kisses 3 tty a 
| TIONS: spy, who to serve 
wares her honor, her hems 
. Wild od and her lover. 
* gor the Kida Edmund Lowe In smashing dialog 
MICKEY ite- Churchill Generation Gort, OF that keeps your 
phe 2 .-- 
2088 e rea Car 
: WILKINS with Great MR. WU Sincerely, 
B. Warner And His 
i t with 
He Kept Wi’ qe Chinese Girt Rand and 
‘Compen? Until, the the Chinese Girl 
Louls 
Los ANGELES HELEN KANE c 
7 GRauMA First National Hit pr smashing ann, but—Den't ta, guile, 
and GREAT STAGE SHOW || WALTER w | 
6:30 P. 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Exploitation and Press Stunts 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 

R-K-O houses in this city have 
an understanding with the police 
and fire departments under which 
children of the neighborhood are 
allowed to take shower baths from 
the fire hyrants near the theatres. 
Only at such houses where the side 
street or stage entrance is not a 
busy thoroughfare are excepted. 
The other side streets are roped off 
while the children play in the wet. 
Theatres furnish bathing suits to 
the children without charge. Per- 
haps one-third of those who take 
the showers on the warm days have 
none. From 400 to 700 kids scamper 
amidst the water each time. Police 
orders are that when it’s very hot 
the time limit of 90 minutes may be 

nded. 

a fine institutional stuff for R- 
K-O, with only the single cost per 
season of the bathing suits, bought 
wholesale and under 80 cents each. 
The “showers” were _ first started 
last summer by Dave Beehler, R-K- 
O div. mgr. for B’klyn. This sum- 
mer it jibes perfectly with Police 
Commissioner Mulrooney’s desire to 
have the children of Greater New 
York to develop a fondness for the 
coppers instead of fearing them. 


Dayton, O. 

A marriage exploitation campaign 
to put over “One Romai.tic Night” 
at R-K-O’s Colonial. Free tickets 
were given to couples procuring 
marriage licenses between June 30 
and July 7. Bride and groom mar- 
ried on the stage the third day of 
the picture’s run received $75 in 
cash from tite theatre and gifts in 
merchandise from merchants. Con- 
test was played up by the dailies 
and by merchants and prompted 
seven couples to apply for the op- 
portunity of being the principals in 
the tie-up. 


Miami, Fla. 

Manager J. S. McKoy tied up ‘vith 
the local Buick agency to plug Jack 
Oakie in “The Social Lion” at the 
Publix-Olympia. Buick agency fur- 
nished a 1930 Buick sports roadster 
which was on display in the ‘'obby. 
Augmenting the new Buick was a 
life-size cutout of Jack Oakie in 
polo attire with one foot resting on 
the running board. Art card along- 
side the display carried copy, “Jack 
Oakie, star of ‘The Social Lion,’ with 
his | 1930 Buick—courtesy Ungar 
Buick Co.” Similar display was also 
in the window of the sales room of 
the Buick agency. 


It. Wayne, Ind. 

R-K-O theatres here are running 
a series of contests in the Journal- 
Gazette on the classified pages. 
Winners are given free tickets to 
theatre. The contest has been on 
for the past four weeks, changing 
with the current attractions. Inter- 
est is reported to ve enthusiastic 
especially among children. 
Names of the film stars are hid- 
den among the various ads and per- 
sons are to piece the cast together. 


Rochester, N. Y. 

_R-K-O Palace theatre is distribu- 
ting 25,000 “Uncle R-K-O buttons” 
to kids riding on concessions at Sea 
Breeze Park. Buttons allow young- 
sters to buy 25 cents admission to 
Saturday matinee for 10c. 

Lucky tickets and heralds 
dropped by airplane in downtown 


district as advertising stunt for 
Strange In_erlude.” Rochester 
Journal co-operated by providing 


the plane. 


Minneapolis, July 15. 

Emil R. Franke, R.K.O. Orpheum 
theatre manager here, has offered 
a week’s engagement at his show- 
house with pay to the boy or girl 
under 16 who wins the Yo-Yo con- 
test held by the Minneapolis “Star.” 

As a result, Orpheum is cutting 
ir. on valuable publicity. Man- 
ufacturers of the game putting up 
€ash prizes of $400. 

: Minneapolis. 

Minnesota’ theatre here and 16 
other Publix houses in this division 
are holding a popularity girl’s con- 
test with two weeks’ vacation trips 
to Alaska as prizes. In return for 
free advertising given to it in the 
theatres and in newspapers, the 
Northern Pacific railroad is  pro- 
Viding the transportation without 
expense to Publix. 

In Minneapolis two girls receiv- 
ing the highest number of votes will 
be awarded the trips with all ex- 
penses paid. In all, 20 girls will be 
Min. Theatre has tied up with the 
; nneapolis “Star” and that sheet 
S giving it plenty. of publicity. 

oting ballots go with every ticket 
purchased for the Minnesota. 


Ww} St. Paul. 
as ith business for the midget golf 
pl fences, around the local 
eos now plastered with paper. 
villi Y for food stuffs with cost of 
had ng space paid for by free 
es Which are given to best 
~ res daily. Means little for class 
“se who formerly went for 
on, Sort of golfing, young people 

° are in no fear of not eating. 


St. Paul. 
um got $1,000 worth of free 
er ads on tie-up with Kel- 


Orphe 
Newspay 


logg’s breakfast food. In addition 
company filled lobby with attractive 
display and fed the customers via 
bevy of lookers to intrigue the 
otherwise backward males. Ads 
ran 30 inches apiece for six days 
in each of the two local dailies. 
Business abgve average for hot 
weather. No cost to RKO, outside 
of lobby space donation. 


Jersey City. 

Sidney C. Davidson, in the pub- 
licity department of Warners, will 
put over in August a stunt upon 
which he has been working for 
months. It is a complete picture 
educational course which will be 
used by one paper in each of four 
counties in Jersey. The papers will 
carry a course in all phases of the 
production 
exhibition of pictures written by 


authorities. With the articles the 
paper will carry stills from the 
current pictures. illustrating the 


points made and references’ will 
constantly be made to the pictures 
showing at the Warner. Ten best 
answers will receive trip to Hol- 
lywood. Davidson has two rail- 
roads tied up. 


Syracuse, 

Andy Roy, of the Paramount, 
doesn’t know whether to be proud 
or peeved. Heading northward 
from Tampa last year to také 
charge of the new Publix house 
here, Andy brought with him an 
idea for business boosting during 
the hot weather which he had tried 
out in the I 'orida town. It was 
Blue Ribbon Month. Faced with 
this month, plus price cuts and 
policy changes by his opposition 
here, Andy resurrected Blue Ribbon 
Month and suggested that all the 
houses in town co-operate, 

While the plans were in progress, 
the Retail Merchant's Division of 
the Chamber of Commerce heard of 
Andy’s stunt and called him in to 
explain it. 

Result; The division adopted the 
idea as its own, with the result that 
beginning Friday (11) all depart- 
ment stores, specialty houses, etc., 
etc., inaugurated Blue Ribbon 
Month as a general business booster 
project. 

Theatres are subordinated in the 
drive. Andy got a bit of personal 
recognition, being named on the 
special Chamber committee handl- 
ing the arrangements. 


Denver. 

The Denver has organized bridge 
clubs. For the purchase of an ad- 
mission ticket players can see the 
show and as many rounds of cards 
as they like. 

Theatre furnishes piano and radio 
and the games will be played on 
the mezzanine floor. Cards and 
prizes will be provided by the man- 
agement. 

Selby Carr, publicity, making ar- 
rangements. 


Galveston. 

A model of a German destroyer, 
eight feet in length and complete in 
every detail, formerly the property 
of the German navy, was obtained 
by Homer LeTempt, manager of the 
Queen theatre (Publix), as a plug 
for Clara Bow’s picture, ‘True to 
the Navy.” The miniature warship, 
in a glass case, was placed in the 
lobby of the theatre. LeTempt says 
the model was smuggled out of Ger- 
many during the revolution after 
the war and purchased by a local 
man from whom LeTempt rented it 
to boost his picture. 

Minneapolis. 

Martin Kelly, Twin City public- 
ity head of Publix theatres, arranged 
a tie-up with the city’s leading fur- 
rier to obtain a million-dollar fur 
show as an added attraction at the 
Minnesota theatre this week, with- 
out cost te the house. The furrier 
put on the exhibition in the theatre 
lobby and on the stage. One of the 
advertised features is a fur coat 
costing $150.000. 

A $700 fur coat is being 
away free to the woman patron 
holding the lucky number. In addi- 
tion, the furrier has provided 25 
mannequins to wear the furs in a 
big act arranged by the theatre. To 
cap everything, the furrier sent out 
75.000 elaborate booklets through the 
mails advertising the show. . 

All this in return for the advertis- 
ing received by him at the theatre 
and in the theatre ads. 


given 


Minneapolis. 

R-K-O Orpheum gives away a 
free round trip to Chicago on one 
of the deluxe trains every Thursday 
night to the holder of the lucky 
number. The trip also includes a 
suite of rooms and all food gratis at 
the Palmer House in Chicago for a 
week. 

As a result of a tie-up with the 
railroad and hotel, whereby the lat- 
ter receives free advertising at each 
performance on the theatre screen, 
the trips cost the theatre nothing. 

The Minnesota theatre is giving 
away a dozen free round trips to 
Alaska, with all expenses paid, to 
the dozen Minneapolis girls recelv- 


and distribution and. 


which induced a local newspaper, 
“Star,” to help sponsor it. Entry 
ballots are printed in the newspaper 
which is giving a lot. of publicity 
daily to the affair. Voting ballots 
are distributed only to patrons of 
the theatre. 

The railroad and steamship: trans- 
portation costs the Minnesota noth- 
ing, donated in return for free ad- 
vertising on the theatre screen. 


Providence, R. I. 

A stunt helping to keep biz up 
during the summer at the R-K-O 
Albee is the filming of features of 
local interest and flashing them on 
the screen at the theatre. The most 
successful has been filming with 
sound of department store em- 
ployees. 

_House has cameraman on spot: 
pictures of various sport events and 
close-ups of different groups are 
taken. Then the film is flashed on 
screen following week at every 
show. Employees attend theatre en 
masse, 


Vie Gauntler, dean of theatre 
press agents in northwest, pulled 
a publicity stunt for “White Hell of 
Pitz Palu” that cost but a few dol- 
lars. 

It was a special preview, late at 
night, with the invite list most un- 
usual, including only cigar store 
clerks, barbers, waiters, hotel clerks, 
garage men, service station tend- 
ers, and others who come in contact 
with the public. 500 were invited 
and they all came, 


A Milwaukee. 

Singer’s Midgets at the Wisconsin 
allowed the Fox publicity depart- 
ment to break into the limelight 
daily in local newspapers. On the 
opening day the little folks were 
taken to the three Schuster stores 
where they attracted most of Mil- 
waukee’s little folks. 

One of the biggest stunts of the 
week was in association with the 
Kiwanis Club. It was planned to 
go to the Children’s Hospital with 
the midgets but finally all hands de- 
cided there would be more of a kick 
for the crippled children if they 
could come to the theatre and get 
the thrills of going to a real show 
in a real show cathedral. So 60 
youngsters, all that were able to 
navigate, were brought down—and 
what a time they had. 


On Wednesday the Singer troupe’ 


was taken to the excursion boat 
“Roosevelt.” Dressed as ship cap- 
tains, they received all who came 
and broke into the exclusive “Jour- 
nal’ with a three-column cut of the 
midgets. 


New York City. 

Tie-up between the Photomaton’s 
97 stores and Loew’s will exploit 
pictures in each Loew theatre 
located in the same district as a 
Photomaton store for a year begin- 
ning in August. The tie-up is in 
the form of a contest. Each month 
a contest will be held in Photoma- 
ton stores to determine those bear- 
ing the closest resemblance to 
Metro stars, a new star monthly. 
Judges will be four picture critics 
of metropolitan dailies: George Ger- 
hard, “Eve. World”; Regina Carewe, 
“American”; “Julia Shawell, 
“Graphic,” and Irené Thirer, ‘“News.” 
Trip to Atlantic City favored prize. 


Toledo. 

Paramount exploited William 
Powell in “Shadow of Law” by tie- 
up with Toledo “Times.” Published 
picture of star at 16, to be identi- 
fied, together with essay on star’s 
last six pictures. First prize of 
$10 and tickets for some 100 other 
entrants. Inexpensive. 

Loew’s Valentine tied up with To- 
ledo “News-Bee” on “Unholy 
Three.” Ran series of character 
studies of star in various roles, con- 
testants to select any one and re- 
produce it in pencil, charcoal, oil 
or water colors. Three best given 
inexpensive leving cups, tickets to 
theatre for 15 others. 


Dayton, O. 

Every day the “Herald” carries a 
three-column picture of some group 
that its photographer has snapped 
on the street. Anyone finding them- 
selves thus pictured is entitled to a 
free ticket to the State theatre 
(RKO) by calling on the city editor 
and presenting a copy of the paper. 

Gag works to advantage of both 
paper and theatre. 


Denver. 

A Philco radio show in the lobby 
was the exploitation for “The Bad 
One,” put on for the Denver thea- 
tre. Radio dealers distributed 25,000 
large heralds advertising the pic- 
ture and merchandise. Also bally- 
hoo truck running entire week. One 
of the largest radios ever in Denver 
was used on the truck. Picture 
mentioned in the dealer’s radio ads. 
Six bookstores featured windows 
devoted to .he book. 


New York City. 

General out-of-town exploitation 
drive put on by Loew’s on “The 
Unholy Three,” (Metro). Picture is 
Chaney's first talker and the cam- 
paign consists of various contests 
put on by the houses independently. 
Chaney's characterizations are re- 
produced on cards containing read- 


ine the most votes in a popularity/ers. Idea is to guess from which 

4 re ak 

contest being held by the theatre} film the characterization was taken, 


Behind the Keys 


Champaign, II. 

Charles L. Ferguson, treasurer of 
the Virginia, RKO house, was kid- 
napped by two bandits shortly after 
midnight, as he drove into 
the garage at his home. He was 
forced to return to the theatre and 
compelled to open the safe and 
hand over $1,200 in cash. The trio 
left Ferguson securely bound in his 
car some distance from town. 


Reading, Pa. 

R-K-O may iake over the Park, 
this city, for vaudeville. Louis P. 
Carroll, manager, closed it recently 
for renovation. 

It is owned by the Reading Lodge 
of Moose and operated by the Penn 
Theatre Co., Perth Ambey, N. J, 
Walter Reade organization. 


Sioux City. 
Frank D. Charlton, of New York 
City, has assumed his duties as as- 
sistant manager of the New Or- 
pheum theatre. 
He will aid Mickey Gross, man- 
ager. 


Dayton, O. 
Joe Goetz, of R-K-O State for two 
years, transferred to Capital, Cin- 
cinnati. Charles Morgan succeeds. 
Goetz started as an usher here in 
1925. 


Providence, R, L 

There have been quite a few 
changes in personnels of staffs of 
various theatres here. H. M. Rosen, 
formerly of Boston, is now house 
manager of R-K-O Victory, replac- 
ing Harry Storin, who has_ been 
made chief of R-K-O houses in 
Providence. Matt Reilly, for many 
years manager of the Victory, is 
now manager of the Uptown. 


Geneva, N. Y. 
Work has started on Schine’s new 
theatre which is to replace the 
Smith Opera House. It will cost 
$400,000. Opens late in fall. 


Toledo. 
Alhambra, neighborhood tl:eatre, 
Jack Fingerhut and Phil Zeller, 
managers, and holding a new 10- 
year lease, reopens Aug. 1. 


Cincinnati. 
John L. McCurdy, R-K-O divi- 
sional manager, revamped former 


Libson personnel. Bill Clark, press 
agent, supplanted by Bill Danziger, 
with Fred Toy and Sol Worthing- 
ton as assistants. Cliff Boyd con- 
tinues as manager of Albee and 
looks after other local houses. 
Managers of other theatres are: 
Palace, Tom Davis; Capitol, Ray 
Goetz; Lyric, Henry Sommers; 
Strand, Eddie Rottman; Family, H. 
Hauer. Changes in Dayton houses 
are Millard Blaettnar at Strand, 
Danny McNatt, Colonial, and Her- 
bert Morgan at State, 


Portland, Me. 
Elm theatre, closed for six 
months, is now being used as a 
gospel mission. 


Montreal. 
Princess and Orpheum, picture 
and stock house respectively, circu- 
larizing big industrial, commercial 
and transportation concerns here, 
offering employees two seats at 
price of one. 


Providence, R. L 


Empire, for years playing bur- 
lesque, will reopen in fall with 
straight pictures, Abrahain A. 


Spitz will lease it for 10 years. 


Toronto. 
Tom Daley spent a lot of dough 
to put an air-cooled system in the 
Tivoli. Told the world with a ban- 
ner “Cooled by refrigeration.” Two 
dames, looking for matinee, stepped 
tickets when one spotted tne sign. 
“Have to go somewhere else,’ she 
said. “Saw that picture last week.” 
Utica. 
3en Stern of Troy is the Stanley 
theatre’s new manager. He suc- 
ceeds John R. Allen, resigned. 


Pine Bluft, Ark. 
New Siegle theatre at Star City, 
county seat of Lincoln county, now 
open. It occupies a new brick 
building owned by A. J. Johnson 
and represents an investment of 
approximately $10,000, including 
sound and cooling equipment. 
L. Siegle of Pine Bluff is the 
ewner, and Dewey Brown, mgr. 


Platteville, Wis. 
The 90-year-old Cummings build- 
ing at South Second and West Main 
streets is being razed to make way 
for Will Tracy’s $75,996 film house, 
seating 7590. 


Newark, N. J. 

The Workingmen’s Building and 
Loan Association of Newark bought 
in the Maplewood, Maplewood, in 
satisfaction of a mortgage of over 
$200,000. The equipment, owned by 
the Roth Amusement Co., was sold 
to satisfy a chattel mortgage for 
$10,000. The Roth people ran the 
house for nearly four years from its 
construction, but then bought up 


the rest of their 18-year lease from 
Newark, 


Isaac Portnoft of the 


builder. Portnoff ran the house for 
eight months and closed it a month 
ago. It is believed that it will be 
reopened by different interests in 
the fall. 

Maplewood with a population of 
21,000 has been the fastest growing 
town in Essex county the last 10 
years. 

Council Bluffs, Ia. 

Don Allen transferred here as 
mgr. of Publix Broadway. tobert 
K. Fulton, mer., enters Publix 
school in New York. 


Ottumwa, Ia. 
Don Martin, asst. to Russel 
Hill, mgr, of Strand and Capitol 
theatres, 


Santa Fe, N. M. 
Ground has been broken for the 
erection of a theaatre here by 
Nathan Salmon. It will seat 1,200, 


Stapleton, S. I. 

The new Paramount here, the 
first circuit to buck Sol Brill on 
the island for years, seats 2,300. It 
is located about a mile from Brill's 
3,000 seat vaudfilm, St. George, and 
will try straight pictures at first, it 
is understood. House is scheduled 
to open Sept. 15. 


Meridian, Miss. 
Dreamland is open here. Local 
interests. W. H. Baker, manager, 


Dayton, D. 

Claude Miller, for over 30 years 
here, retires as manager of the R- 
K-O Strand, and is succeeded by 
Millard Blaettner, manager of the 
Colonial, while Danny MecNatt, for 
two years in charge of the Keith 
theatre in Cincinnati, comes here to 
take charge of the Colonial. 

Charles Morgan, of Louisville, 
succeeds Joe Goetz at the State, the 
latter going to the Capital, Cincin- 
nati. James L. Weed, manager of 
Keith’s and in general charge of the 
other houses, all of which are RKO 
property, remains. 

Stroudsburg, Pa. 

For the first time in seven years 
the Stroud theatre is dark. Due to 
what he called an unreasonable 
lease, the last manager, William 
Blumenberg, refused to renew it. 
It was then sold to the Messrs. 
gg mage who also own the Sher- 
man here and the Pla 
Stroudsburg. 


New York City. 
Lou Goldberg has been shifted to 
Denver, in charge of publicity and 
exploitation there for Publix. 


St. Louis. 
Skourases have purchased six 
theatres in Oklahoma City. One 
will open this month. Lito Hill will 
be sent to Oklahoma to take charge 
of the new circuit. Harry Niemeyer, 
Jr., will go along as ad mer, : 


St. Louis. 
manager of the St. 
souls theatre, has been promoted 
to RKO city manager. 


Steubenville, O. 
Geo. Delis, local megr., convicted 
by a jury of Sunday theatre opera- 
tion, Jury out 20 minutes. 


Piqua, O. 
Local amuse. co. has sold Piqua 
opera house to I. J. Collins and 
Thos, C, Fulton, of Lancaster, O. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Harry Watts, former Publixite 
from Minneapolis, has been suc- 
ceeded at the Fox, Brooklyn, by 
Robert Bender. New manager took 
hold last week. Bender was brought 
east from the West Coast, and was 
formerly with Publix under C. E. 
Kurtzman, erstwhile district man- 
ager at San Francisco. 


Omaha, 
Manager Wasson has installed a 
miniature golf course in the lower 
lobby of the theatre so that patrons 
can pass the time while waiting 
for the next feature. It is also open 
to the public. 


Prophetstown, IIL 
Town has a new theatre. J. A, 
Dauntler opened the Prophet. 


Morris, Ill. 
F. W. Anderson ha opened the 
Morris, Straight sound, Seats 


1,200. 


Springfield, Il. 
Changes in theatre ownership in 
Illinois small towns include these 
late ones: Ideal, Lemont, J. 
Maskoliunas to Jeon Jarusz; Royal, 
Minonk, O. P. Morse to H,. E, 
Hinrichs; Star, Quincy, Schwindler 
& Nelson Corp., to J. C. Miller; 
Liberty, Waukegan, C. Zeloohower 
to A, Uzemeck. 
Fairfield, Ia. 
Victory, owned and operated for 
19 years by Mrs. Martin Coenders, 
has been sold to John Thompson of 
Albia and Walter Dewey, Chariton, 
Danbury, Conn. 
The Shelton theatre, Shetton, is 
returning to pit musicians, 
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VARIETY 


THE EMBLEM OF 


play them 
SOUND FILM 


PERFECT SOUND 


PHOTOPHONE 
SOUND EQUIPMENT 


OFFERS ITS 


THEATRE EQUIPMENT 


For Houses to 1,000 Seating Capacity 
DESIGNED FOR SOUND ON FILM 


STANDARD 


Again RCA PHOTOPHONE steps forward to the benefit of the small 
theatre. The owner of the house of limited capacity who feels that SOUND- 
ON-FILM ONLY will meet his requirements may now install the finest equip- 
ment at a considerable saving. 


Heretofore RCA PHOTOPHONE Small Theatre Equipment has been avail- 
able only in the combination of sound-on-film and disc. By now making 
the selection of equipment optional with the exhibitor RCA PHOTOPHONE 
makes it possible for every theatre to offer its patrons the highest quality 
of sound reproduction at the lowest possible cost. 


SOUND ON FILM 


Small Theatres Can Have the Best in Sound, Either for 
Film or Disc... at Prices and Terms Assuring Profitable Operation! 


Exhibitors operating theatres up to 1,000 seating capacity may install RCA 
PHOTOPHONE Sound Reproducing Equipment, either sound-on-film or sound-on- 
film and disc for Simplex S, 60Q-cycle AC motor generator or battery operated, 
complete with all equipment parts, F. O. B. warehouse. Terms Cash, One Year or 
Two Years. Exhibitor to pay cost of installation. 


RCA PHOTOPHONE has always been first in anticipating and meeting 
the needs of the small theatre—has made it possible for the small house 
to.compete successfully with the large house on the basis of sound quality. 


Back of every installation lie all the inventive genius, technical knowl- 
edge and unmatched resources of the world’s greatest electrical engineer- 
ing organizations. 


First in quality ... First in installation service and first in service after 
installation . .. RCA PHOTOPHONE is the exhibitor’s best guarantee of 
sound satisfaction. 


SOUND ON FILM< DISC 


THEATRES DESERVE SOUND SATIS FACTIO 


AS OBTAINED WITH RCA PHOTOPHONE SOUND REPRODUCING. SYSTEM ~ 


PATRONS DEMAND 


411 Fifth Avenue 


Atlanta, Ga., 101 Marietta Street 
Boston, Mass., Room 706 Statler Office 
Bldg., 20 Providence Street 


Bank Building 


Cleveland, O., Suite 203 Film Building 
Dallas. Texas, 1700 Commerce Street 


Electrics, Ltd. 
366 Mayor Street, Montreal, Que. 


RCA PHOTOPHONE, INC. 


Executive and Commercial Offices 
3 New York City 
UNITED STATES BRANCH OFFICES 
Denver, Col., Room 1014 U.S. National Pittsburgh, Pa., William Penn Hotel 


Detroit, Mich., Suite 603 Fox Theatre Bldg. 


Chicago, I1l., 100 West Monroe Street 811 Hollywood Bank seattle, Wash., Suite 606 Seattle Orpheum 


Kansas City, Mo., 1717 Wyandotte Street Theatre Building 
Philadelphia, Pa., 261 N. Broad Street 


San Francisco, Cal., Room 2012 Russ Bidg., 
235 Montgomery Street 


Washington, D.C., 1910 K Street, N.W. 


RCA Sound Equipments, Ltd. 
503 Lindsay Bidg., 228 Notre Dame Ave., Winnipeg. Manitoba 


Branches and Agents in.Principal Foreign Countries _ 
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25 


Now in its 3 
tremendous week 
at the United Artists 
Theatre, Chicago. . 


JOHN 


McCORMACK 


in 


Directed by FRANK BORZAGE 
with 


MAUREEN O'SULLIVAN ¢ J. M. KERRIGAN 
JOHN GARRICK * TOMMY CLIFFORD 
YCE ¢ FARRELL MACDONALD 


ALICE JO 


“BLESS 
THE MOVIES” 


wires 


Harry Huffman 
of the 

ALADDIN and 

YAMERICAN THEATRES 


Song Heart 


Every performance 
of “Song O’ My Heart’ 


is a triumphal 
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VARIETY Wednesday, July 


23, 1930 


BIGGER 


THAN THE BIGGEST PICTURE 
EVER SCREENED 
The 
Mighty Epic 
of the 
Building of a Nation 


WALSH 


with 


Wayne 
Marguerite Churchill 
FE] Brendel 
Tully Marshall 


David Rollins 


INDIANS, SCOUTS, FRONTIER WOMEN 


00 10,000 


BUFFALO HORSES 


Hair-raising battles 


The blood, fire and heart-throbs of 
the bygone West 


HARLEY L 
«CLARKE 


President 
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PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Producers Claim Indies Losing 
Grouch Against Country's Zoning 


A contract three pages longer 
than the longest contract in exist- 
ence before Judge Thacher signed 
his decree is the outcome of the 
5-5-5 and 2-2-2 parleys which had 
taken place originally with the idea 
of compiling the industry's shortest 
and most simple document. 

Wedged in the document, it is re- 
ported, is a clause which literally 
steam-rollers in exhibitor signing 
it into having for his protective 
measure the keystone issue at the 
talk fests, what the zoning com- 
mittee in his locality dictates. 

Heretofore traveling separately, 
zoning and the contract are now 
made one and the same proposi- 
tion. Furthermore, it is asserted, 
zoning laws become retroactive im- 
mediately upon the securing of the 
film buyer’s penm., nship. 

Exhibitor animus toward the zon- 
ing idea is rapidly diminishing, ac- 
cording to producer sources. So far 
as the independent is concerned, 
everything is shaping up okay, they 
say. Big circuits are to blame for 
the hold-up in most of the cities 
where opposition has been mani- 
fested. 

The zone idea of runs and pro- 
tection has been presented to all 
cities except Butte, Salt Lake and 
New Orleans, it is claimed. The 
Milwaukee uprising is abating, ac- 
cording to word Monday, but the 
situation in Chicago is still aggra- 
vated to the point where another 
six or seven meetings are expected 
necessary before the zoning light 
strikes home. 

New York Exempt 

No attempt will be made to zone 
New York, vyhich early in the cam- 
paign threatened the stiffest oppo- 
sition. The producers’ explanation 
for this is that New York exhibs 
are accessible to all home offices 
and that their differences can bet- 
ter be handled individually. 

In San Francisco, as in many 
other cities, the adoption of the 
zoning system is described as per- 
functory. The indie organization 
shares the quarters with the Film 
Board of Trade in Frisco, it is re- 
minded, in view of the speedy ac- 
ceptance of the Hays’ manifesto. 

New Orleans is also expected to 
welcome the system with similar 
alacrity. Out in Butte and Salt 
Lake there are enough mountains 
to make fan-stealing out of the 
question, thus no issue. 

In St. Louis a meeting is being 
called this week which is expected 
to usher in the plan. 


Masonic Temple Lease 
To Keep Out Opposition 


Scranton, Pa., July 22. 


Negotiations will be closed be- 
tween Paramount-Publix and the 
trustees of the new $2,000,- 


000 Masonic Temple here whereby 
Par will take 10-year lease on the 
1,800-seat theatre in the structure. 
Rental will be between $20,000 and 
$25,000 a year, with renewal option, 
according to reports. 

Just what Par will use the temple 
house for is uncertain. Comerford 
Bale gives it six film houses, all 
wired, within radius of four blocks 
in central city, while the temple 
is a few blocks away, and not wired. 
It is believed move was to keep out 
competitors, same reason that Com- 
erford tried to get the theatre last 
year, but he couldn’t see the rental 
asked by the Masonic committee. 

Status of Academy and Gaiety, 
also Comerford-owned, as result of 
recent sale, is also a mystery. 
Academy, oldest house in town, was 
used for road shows and last ac- 
Cupied by Thatcher stock, which 
folded in January last. Gaiety is 
burlesque. 


Goldberg’s New Post 


Lou Goldberg, formerly associ- 
ated with Paramount Business 
Pictures, commercial producing 
Subsidiary, has been drafted as the- 
ty opening supervisor for new 
Par-Publix houses throughout the 
country, 

He leaves at the end of the week 
for Denver to lay plans for the 
pening of the new Paramount there 

ug. 22, then returns east to super- 


premiere of the Staten 
An house, scheduled to open 
Sept. 15. 


ZONING PER SCALE MAY 
FALL DOWN IN ST. L. 


St. Louis, July 22. 

What looks like a reprisal tack 
stuck onto Fox for cut rating at 
the St. Louis was angled into the 
local zoning confab when com- 
peting circuits and film reps aimed 
at cutting down protection accord- 
ing to admission fares. On that 
basis, Fox St. Lceuis, which has slid 
to 50c top would only have 14 days’ 
protection as against 28 and 21 for 
other houses. 

Discussion ambled along lines 
that houses charging top be 
given 28 days’ protection; those 
charging 65c, 21 days, and houses 
taking 50c, 14. This for first run 
houses only within a 25-mile radius. 

Looks like the zoning group 
will have to give way to Fox for 
the 28 days it demands, however. 
Having maneuvered a first play 
Metro and U. A. give the Fox 
house preponderence of reps at the 
confab and sufficient to carry the 
vote at the next session. Metro, 
U. A. and Fox exchange repre- 
sentatives have to vote the way 
their product goes. 


CUT SCALES AND R-K-0 
TOLEDO REOPENINGS 


‘ Toledo, July. 22. 

Publix cut of scale here has been 
followed by the Princess, which now 
also charges 40c top, 25c at mati- 
ness and 15e for children. 

R-K-O, despite contrary rumors, 
intends reopening Labor Day the 
Rivoli with vaudfilm and the Palace 
for run films. 

The rumors were automatically 
contradicted when R-K-O let con- 
tracts for remodeling the theatres, 
with wiring and cooling systems 
included. 


F-P UNIT STAGE SHOWS 


TORONTO MADE-BOOKED 


Chicago, July 22. 

Through trip of John Balaban and 
J. J. Fitzgibbons over the F-P Ca- 
nadian circuit, it is understood, will 
be an added six weeks of Canadian 
time on the same basis as when they 
had the Publix “A” and “B” units 
booked out of Chicago. 

Entire show will likely be built 
and booked out of Toronto, with the 
acts coming from the Wm. Morris 
offices in New York and Chi. 


U Sells 6-Group 


U has closed deals with Para- 
mount Publix and Warners for the 
group of pictures included with 


“Western Front,” part of the cur- 
rent season’s program, 

P-P is taking “Front,” “Captain 
of the Guards,” “King of Jazz,” 


“Czar of Broadway,” “The Storm” 
and probably “Pitz Palu.” yet to be 
screened for the company. The 


Warners have taken all six. 

R-K-O took most of these pic- 
tures prior to the P-P and WB sales 
for some of its territories, including 
New York. 


Free Garage Parking 
Costing Theatre Nil.; 


Chicago, July 22. 

Free loop garage parking for B. 
& K. loop houses’ patrons is that 
circuit’s good summer stunt for July 
and August. 

Tying up with the Motoramp ga- 
rage for 650 cars a night, B. & K. 
gets the deal for nothing. Garage 
receives only advertising and no 
fee. On the customer's side, it 
Starts at 5 p. m. and runs to 1 a. m., 
hours when loop garage parking is 
low, but curb space around the the- 
atres jammed. 

The customer parks in the ga- 
rage first, takes his garage receipt 
to a B. & K. house, has it stamped 
by the cashier and after the show 
receives his car back without 
charge, 

Idea germinated by Les 
supervisor of the B. & K., 
houses, 


MPO CONTRACT 
UPHELD INN. 
APPEAL 


‘Lock Out’ Matter—Mers. 


Re-engage Operators 


Dally, 
loop 


Pougekeepsie, N. Y., July 22. 

What is considered by unionists 
an important state victory is the 
upholding of an operator’s contract 
in theatres here by the Apellate Di- 
vision of the N. Y. Supreme Court. 

Management of Newpo Theatres, 
Inc., operating the Strand and 
Rialto, released projectionists before 
their contracts had expired and then 
obtained an injunction restraining 
them from interfering with the 
operation of the houses. 

When the high court reviewed the 
decision it ordered that either the 
Newpo people post a $5,000 bond 
guaranteeing salaries pending liti- 
gation, or that it re-employ the 
men. The latter alternative was 
adopted by the Newpo company. 


All-Sound for R-K-0 
In Detroit House 


Detroit, July 22. 

R-K-O Downtown will probably 
open around end of August with an 
all sound policy. Repairs costing 
around $175,000 will have been put on 
the house formerly the Oriental. 

A proposal to give the Downtown 
a vaudefilm policy was’. brushed 
aside by the execs. 


No Brill Deal On 


The R-K-O deal to acquire Sol 
Brill’s string of 14 houses in Staten 
Island and New York state, started 
before the latest of the Wall street 
reverses, is off. 

Whether it is cold temporarily 
or permanently Brill has not been 
advised. 

A Brill deal with Warner Bros. 
is also said to be far from probable 
now. 


Publix and R-K-O Set for Battle 


In New Season at Illinois Cities 


Chicago, July 22. 

Publix-Great States and R-K-O 
breach has again cropped up. The 
past season the dissension bobbed 
up several times, because of the 
conflict in South Bend, Ind., where 
each has houses. Des Moines and 
Sioux City, with Fort Wayne, Ind., 
where Publix is building a new 
house, also cause of the grief. 

Publix-Great States has always 
controlled most of the moneyed key 
towns in Illinois, allowing R-K-O to 
book vaude, at the same time Publix 
having their own booker in the 
office. 


Past year the vaude book- 


| ings have diminished to nearly zero. 
Recently when Publix-Great States 
turned over a theatre in Champaign, 
Il., to R-K-O it took away at about 
the same time all the R-K-O Fox 
bookings in Illinois. R-K-O took it 
as a body blow. 

In the last 10 days, as retaliation 
R-K-O has had a crew of real estate 
men go through the Great States 
town for a survey of the theatres. 
Towns looked at were Joliet, Gales- 
burg, Bloomington, Quincy, Peoria 
and Decatur. Deals for new houses 
have been practically consummated 
for Peoria, Galesburg, Decatur, 
Quincy and Bloomington 


Publicity for Garage! 


Percentage Films Give Exhibs 
Worst of It, Claims Richey of Mich. 


MGR. AND ASST. REFUSED 
BANDIT SAFE COMBO 


Dayton, O., July 22. 

Defying a bandit’s gun both Ernie 
Austgen, manager, Loew’s Dayton 
theatre, and his assistant, Robert 
Curry, refused to open the house 
safe Thursday morning. The rob- 
ber later vamped with his holdup 
foiled. 

The bandit tackled Curry first 
and threatened his life if he didn't 
open the safe. Curry said Austgen 
was the only one who had it. 

Then Curry was forced to call 
Austgen by phone and have him 
hurry over. He did and he too was 
covered by the bandit. But Austgen 
also refused. After fuming around 
the robber finally ordered them to 
stay quiet for five minutes and then 
left. 


Got $3,200 in Wichita 
Wichita, Kan., July 22. 

Fox Miller and Fox Palace were 
robbed last Saturday (20) night of 
$3,200. 

Three bandits held up C. C. Mur- 
ray and Paul Hilton, managers of 
the two houses, forcing Murray to 
open his safe and Hilton to write 
the combination of the Palace safe 
on a piece of paper and also to sur- 


render the Palace keys. Both Mur- 
ray and Hilton were tied and 
gagged. One man remained on 


guard at the Miller while the other 
two went to Palace. 

They returned with the Palace 
cash and as the trio started to leave 
Nat Holt, Wichita general manager 
for Fox, who was armed, was en- 
countered. The bandits also tied 
him up. 


R-K-0 CUTTING SCALES 
IN WESTERN CITIES 


Los Angeles, July 22. 

The R-K-O, San Diego, drops 
vaude and goes into a straight pic- 
ture policy July 25 with the open- 
ing of “The Dawn Patrol.” R-K-O 
roadshows will hop from Los An- 
geles to Long Beach and Salt Lake 
City in the future. 

Jack Edwards, formerly handling 
publicity at the R-K-O San Diego 
becomes manager. At the same 
time Willard Welch replaces Clem 
Pope as manager of the Orpheum, 
Oakland, which is starting a sum- 
mer economy drive. 

Admissions in the Radio houses 
are also being cut in Oakland, Los 
Angeles, San Francisco and Salt 
Lake City. Cuts range from 15 to 
25 cents. 


Detroit, July 22 

Michigan Theatre Owners’ Assn 
is preparing to fight selling pictures 
on percentage. According to H. M 
Richey, head of the Assn., percent- 
age playing of pictures gives the 
exhibitor the worst of it. Richey 
also states there seems to be a de- 
termined effort on the part of some- 
one, whose name he refuses, to 
create the impression there is a 
demand by exhibitors for percent- 
age contracts. Whereas the only 
ones really in favor of percentage 
are those who get a favorable per- 
centage dealing and in the minority. 
With the chances that those in fa- 
vor are most apt to be a producer 
affiliated house, Richey claims. 

The trouble, says Richey, is that 
the independent exhibitor can't get 
a deal like the first run house gets 
which usually provides for a small 
guarantee, about 5% of the normal 
gross, then house expense. (usually 
well padded) then guarantee back, 
then small profit and 60-40 above 
that figure. Whereas the independ- 
ent usually buys under contract pro- 
viding a guarantee of about 40% 
of the gross, then house expense 
and then 50-50 split. 

Other things Richey objects to is 
the score charge. Also that in cases 
where owner's salary is figured in 
the house expense at any figure 
larger than operator’s salary a 
squawk was generally made. 

Against Checkers 

Another burn was on the sending 
of checkers to clutter up the box- 
office with cigaret stubs and try and 
make every girl who walked in. If 
he didn’t stand in the lobby, checker 
crowded in the box office. And then 
although checker checked every 
ticket and looked at the receipts 
still a long report had to be signed, 
etc., and it was usually sent back 
several times for corection. The 
last straw was the report that the 
Burns Detective Agy. was to do 
the checking for one company. 

Richey states that every producer 
has made more money the last six 
months than any like period in the 
business, while exhibitors of Mich 
and pretty generally throughout the 
country have lost more than at any 
other time. Guarantees by the ex- 
hibitors are okay provided the pro- 
ducer would guarantee in return a 
profit on every picture so bought. 


‘Front’s’ on Sept. Release 


“Western Front” will be generally 
released by Universal the first weck 
in September. 


“Top Speed,” the First National 
picture, debuts simultaneously July 
25 in the Stanley, Pittsburgh, and 


the Earl, Washington, D. C. 


OUT NEXT WEEK 


6th Annual 
International Number 


Worid-Wide Coverage 
Globe-Girdling Publicity 
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VARIETY 


The inside story which tells the truth about 
the one outstanding attraction 1930 


E. B. DERR, President 


C. E. SULLIVAN 
Vice President 


C. J. SCOLLARD 


Executive Vice President 


PHIL REISMAN 


General Sales 


Manager 


E.B. DERR to PAT SCOLLARD: 


“I'll stake my reputation that HER MAN is the outstanding 
drama of the season. It's another HOLIDAY for the 
exhibitors.’ 


C.E. SULLIVAN to PAT SCOLLARD: 


“IE HER MAN is not what the public wants, then the keenest 
critics in Hollywood 4re not good judges of pictures.” 


PAT SCOLLARD to PHIL REISMAN: 


“Note attached wires from €.8. Derr and C.E. Sullivan.’ 


You saw a rough print of HER MAN when you were on 
the Coast. Evidently E. B. and Charlie are of the same 
opinion as you were.” 


PHIL REISMAN to FIELD FORCE: 


“The ericlosed wires from E. B. Derr and Cc. E. Sullivan 
firm what | have broedcast to you since returning from the | 


Studios. HER MAN is the greatest box office attraction that 
has been delivered to our Sales Organization or any other 
Sales Organization since talking pictures have been made.” 


AND HERE'S WHAT THE DIRECTOR 
AND CAST THINK ABOUT IT - - - 


TAY GARNETT: 


“It is the meatiest story, the most aptly cast production 
have ever hed the privilege of directing. If it does not 
prove a sensation at the box office, I’m neither 6 prophet 
nor a director.” ‘ 


HELEN TWELVETREES: 


“My role of ‘Frankie! in HER MAN is the greatest oppor- 
tunity | have had in pictures. It is the sort of part that comes 
to an actress once in a lifetime.” 


MARJORIE RAMBEAU: 


“| am indeed grateful for the opportunity of making my 
debut on the talking screen in a characterization that in its 
sheer realism and humanism equals anything | have ever’ 
done on the stage.” 


RICARDO CORTEZ: 


colorful possibilities as that of ‘Johnie! in HER MAN.” 


PHILLIPS HOLMES: 


"Being a relative newcomer to the talking screen I can 
frankly say that | am thrilled beyond words at having such e 
glorious opportunity offered me so early in my new career.” 


JAMES GLEASON: 


“It's a darb—and no foolin’.”” 


with 
HELEN TWELVETREES MAR. 
JORIE RAMBEAU RICARDO 
CORTEZ 
JAMES GLEASON. * Original 
story by Howard Higgin and Tay 
Garnett 
Buckingham 


* Photoplay by Thomas 
Directed by Tay 


“it's a privilege to be given-a screen role offering such | 


* PHILLIPS HOLMES 


Garnett ° Produced by E.B. Derr 
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WHAT A MAN 


(Continued from page 19) 


the best drunks seen 

d the screen. Little 
Anita Louise as the youngest of the 
Kilbournes provides much of the 

erriment with her faculty for “get- 
ring?” various members of the fam- 
y at the right moment, and then 

j be. 
wade Rawlins doesn’t 
identity until toward 

Then it glips out only 
butler recognizes him 
o as the captain od 5 

any. Rawlins went chautf- 
war He decided bootlegging 
wasn’t honorable, and overheard a 
conversation in Canada about Mrs. 
Kilbourne being soft for bums. 

As the other half of the emotional 
interest Miriam Seegar, the Hileen 
of the Kilbournes, gives a passable 
performance, albeit the transition 
from ice to heafé is rather abrupt to 

nvincing. 
is in keeping with the 
theme and recording oke. Waly. 


FQR THE DEFENSE 


fount production and release. Wil- 
Directed by John 
Cromwell. Story suggested by Charles 
Furthman and written for the screen by 
Oliver H. P. Garrett. Photography by 
Charles Lang. At Paramount, New York, 


k July 18. Running time, 62 minutes. 
William William Powell 
Irene Kay Francis 
Defoe Scott Kolk 
Dis. Attorney Stone..William B. Davidson 
McGann John Elliott 
Daly os ...Thomas E. Jackson 
Miller Harry Walker 
Parrott Finlayson 
JOC Charles West 
Charlie Charles Sullivan 
Eddie Ernest S. Adams 
Judge Bertram Marburgh 


Another for the William Powell 
followers and general patronage, 
certain to hold its head up on 
grosses above the ordinary good 
program picture. This one has 
Par’s left-handed star as an attor- 
ney, with the story making it pur- 
posely clear for the. sake of 
strengthening interest that it was 
inspired by the life and glamour 
of the late William J. Fallon, New 
York criminal lawyer. 

Except for the piea of guilty to 
jury-bribing for the edification of 
heart interest, with the attorney 
doing that because of the actress 
who was unfaithful to him, ‘For 
the Defense” strikes a very authen- 
tic note for those familiar witn Fal- 
lon’s career. 

First shots ingeniously take you 
through the criminal courts in New 
York, the tombs, Bridge of Sighs, 
tefore the lineup and to uptown 
New York. These shots, in the 
absence of a magnifying glass, look 
like the McCoy and further heighten 
the genuine aspects of the Powell 
talker. 

Brief sequences demonstrate the 
processes of law and how easy 
clever criminal attorneys spring 
their clients from the Tombs and as 
well as from up the river after con- 
victed, 

Powell is William Foster, the first 
and last hope of criminals. He is 
a silver-tongued, shrewd article 
whose light o’ love is a beautiful 
actress (Kay Francis),and whose 
weakness, atter her, seems to be 
grog. 

Garrett has provided several out- 
Standing sequences, with sureiire 
dialog to go along, for the Par star. 
That results in “For the Defense” 
being almost a one-man picture but 
plenty absorbing none the less. 

Effective criminal types and orisg- 
inality of comedy relief stand be- 
hind Powell, holding the talker up 
where the star isn’t expected to be 


the big prop. Even some of the 
courtroom sequences have been 
carefully treated for laughs and 


they come natural. 

Moreover, the courtroom proced- 
ure seems real for once. Less 
illogical stuff to blur the authentie- 
ity of the atmosphere than found in 
most having such a setting. 

The attorney's plea of guilty to 
jury-bribing (a charge that was 
once brought against the late Fal- 
lon) and his entrance through the 
Sing Sing gates for the fade de- 
tracts a certain amount from the 


Talking Trailer 


UNIVERSAL’S 
STUPENDOUS MASTERPIECE 


“ALL QUIET ON THE 
WESTERN FRONT” 


iS A KNOCKOUT 
NOW AVAILABLE 


National Screen Service 


New York—126 W. 46th St. 
Chicago—810 8. Wabash 
Tos Ange!es—1922 8. Vermont 
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PRESENTATIONS 


realness of the story but appar- 
ently had to be done to bring the 
love interest around properly. This 
sacrifice, coupled with the attor- 
ney’s efforts to save his girl’s lover 
from a manslaughter charge by fix- 
ing the jury, so proved the sincer- 
ity of his love that the makeup at 
the finish came more naturally than 
it otherwise would have. The ac- 
tress leaves Powell at the prison 
gates, saying she'll wait the five 
years 

Miss Francis can earn no medals 
from her performance here but 
passes Same is true of Scott Kolk, 
the other man trying to marry the 
girl. 

That best of dick types in pic- 
tures, Thomas E. Jackson, appears 
only too seldom. Between himself 
and Powell, two surefire screen 
voices got into this picture. 

In many ways the direction by 
John Cromwell is imaginative and 
creative. A clever trick black 
passing over a clock to denote night 
has passed. Several other touches 
provide production value. 

Recording, photography and con- 
tinuity all that may be desired. 

Char. 


HELL’S ISLAND 


Columbia production and release. Story 
by Tom Buckingham. Adaptation and 
dialog by Jo Swerling. Directed by Edward 
Sloman. Produced by Harry Cohn. Jack 
Holt, Ralph Graves and Dorothy Sebastian 
featured. Asst. director, C. C. Coleman. 
Cameraman, Ted Tetzlaff. At Globe, New 
York, on grind, opening July 18. Running 
time, 77 minutes. 


Sergeant Klotz...... Richard Cramer 
Bert, the Cockney..... ss Harry Allen 
Monsieur Dupont........... Lionel Belmore 
German Legionaire.............. Otto Lang 


A comedy-drama of wartime, 
made along the lines of the Mc- 
Laglen-Lowe model, including com- 
edy and girl, but taking on a new 
slant when leaving the comedy for 
the drama. A picture that will stand 
up as a first run for R-K-O, espe- 
cially in its combination houses, and 
a desirable film, along with its title 
that should catck all of the Vets. 


It is the second Columbia of the 
new season seen in the same Broad- 
way house, Globe, on two successive 
days, with a good report going to 
each, The other was “Rain or 
Shine,” put in the Globe the day 
before ‘for a preview, one perform- 
ance only. 


“Hell's Island” starts lively, with 
two American soldiers in the French 
Foreign Legion, and one sent to the 
guardhouse for talking in the ranks. 
That was Holt. His buddy, Graves, 
glad to see him go, because he’s 
also after Dorothy Sebastian as a 
cabaret entertainer. This on the 
make stuff very strong at the start 
and will help the b. o. Richard 
Cramer as a sergeant gets mixed in. 

A lot of cross-fire talk finally 
leads to blows between the two 
Yanks, when Graves tells Holt he 
is going to marry the girl and for 
Holt to lay off. Whether there was 
any reason why Graves shouldn't 
marry her isn’t made_ evident, 
though Holt makes it clear that if 
anyone has a claim it’s he. 


From that to a fight with the 
enemy (in Africa), with Holt 
wounded. He believes Graves shot 
him in the back. Picture shows it 
was a Riff and that Graves socked 
the sergeant to carry Holt to an 
ambulance. Serg. ordered Graves to 
proceed with the troops and called 
him a slacker. While Holt is re- 
covering in a hospital, Graves is 
tried for insubordination and strik- 
ing an officer, with a death sen- 
tence commuted to 10 years on 
Hell's Island. 

The girl says she will go with 
Graves to the place so well named. 
It takes her a year, and then only 
after she induces Holt to leave the 
Legion, which he may do if agree- 
Island 


ing to become an Hell's 

guard. She marries Holt and goes 
with him. When Holt gets the 
whole idea after arriving on the 
Island and seeing Graves, he re- 


fuses to believe the girl’s story as 
to why Graves is there, but is con- 
vinced when an English soldier tells 
him the bullet he has been carrying, 
believing it to be Graves’ and the 
one that hit him, is a Riff’s. 

Graves and the girl escape in a 
motor launch, while Holt, mistaken 
for the escaping Graves, is shot, and 
again in the back, 

Interesting story and_ holding. 
Nice little bits all the way through, 
due to Sloman’s direction, while 
Holt and Graves give the same 
sterling performance you can al- 
ways gamble either of them will 
give. 

Miss Sebastian plays very well a 
role that opens her as a gold-dig- 
ging jane in a joint, with no use for 
soldiers because they have no dough. 
She rather sanctifies and makes you 
forget it before long, no small feat. 
To turn up a dame as a bum and 
have her confirm it, then square 
everything is either a splendid trick 
of writing or directing, helped along 
by Miss Sebastian's playing and 
appearance. 

General outline of story suggests 
it was written to order or from 
It has borrowed liberally 


memory. 
from many, but, regardless of its 
familiartities, there is something 


substantial to the picture, and it re- 
mains a good talker, although the 
openings 


take socks 
Sime. 


for critics to 
irre manifold, 


for copping 


ONE MAD KISS 


(With Songs) 

Fox production and release. Directed 
by Marcel Silver. Cast brings together 
several of the Fox company’s Latin- 
American Prospects, with no star billed. 
Dialog by Dudley Nichols. Photography 
by Charles Van Enger. George Leverett, 
sound engineer. Four musical numbers 
are credited to Dave Stamper, Don Jose 
Mojica, Joe McCarthy, Clare Kummer, 
Dudley Nichols, Troy Sanders, James 
Hanley and Jorge delMoral. Running 


time, 64 minutes. At the Cameo, New 
York, week July i8. 

Don Estrada..... -----Antonio Moreno 


Appearance of the picture sug- 
gests that it is an experiment in 
production for the foreign field, es- 
pecially Spain and Latin America, 
and what it happens to make in the 
home market is so much incidental 
velvet. Bringing together of this 
group of Latin players is the tip-off. 

Star part is played by Don Jose 
Mojica, foreign tenor of Spanish 
antecedents, who was put forward 
by Fox as a possible hero type. In 
support is Mona Maris, who has 
played in several Fox releases with- 
out winning any sensational laurels. 
Picture itself is formula romance 
of a foreign technique and, by rea- 
son of its utter simplicity and lack 
of sophistication, excluded from the 
big money. Hence from all the facts 
picture about rates the cheap 
grinds over here, with chances for 
exploitation in the few houses 
which address themselves to a 
Spanish-American clientele, these, 
of course, being too few to be worth 
considering in the framing of a 
major production, 

Production is carelessly made. Its 
original release in a minor R-K-O 
stand speaks volumes for the esti- 
mate in which ‘ts producing com- 
pany held it in the first place. De- 
tails have been handled in a per- 
functory way. The Spanish bandit 
hero writes a note to his lady love. 
Subsequently the note is found by 
the local governor, who seeks to 
capture the bandit, and he uses it 
as a device to lure the outlaw to 
capture. The crude technique is 
that the note addressed to the ban- 
dit by his pursuers as a lure is in 
the handwriting of the bandit him- 
self, as shown in the note he wrote 
to the heroine. 

At one time Jose Mojica was 
touted as a new sheik type. He 
doesn’t seem to have clicked at that. 
Otherwise a picture of this crude 
sort would scarcely be offered for 
the home public. Apparently the 
idea is to sell him to Central and 
South America. He has an agree- 
able enough presence and a fine 
tenor voice. 

The four incidental songs appear 
to an American ear to be designed 
for foreign music lovers. None has 
the lilt and rhythm that makes a 
musical smash within the jurisdic- 
tion of Mr. Hoover. Nearest thing 
to a potential hit number for the 
States is a romantic love song 
which sounds like a rearrangement 
of “The Pagan Love Song.” The 
rest is mild operetta score mate- 
rial that may register with non- 
jazz fans such as the Europeans. 

Story is formula, having to do 
with the Spanish hero-outlaw who 
fights the corrupt government au- 
thority in the interest of the op- 
pressed people, coming into con- 
flict with the local official who has 
dishonorable designs upon the dance 
hall girl heroine. In the course of 
time and literary device the hero 
gets into jail, where the heroine by 
pretending love for the governor is 
enabled to smuggle him a revolver, 
picture ending with a dramatic es- 
cape on horseback with much ex- 
plosion of firearms. 

Song numbers are rather roughly 
dragged in. In one case the hero 
standing at his prison window de- 
livers a long aria to the heroine 
standing in the prison courtyard 
accompanied by the governor. The 
closeup is heavily used, as though 
the principal actors had had a good 
deal to say about the direction of 
the picture. 

Tom Patricola wastes a good deal 
of comedy talent on a part that 
stands out in a dud production. 

Rush. 


THE PRICE OF THINGS 


(All Dialog) 
(ENGLISH MADE) 
London, July 3. 


Elinor Glyn production, United Artists 
release. Adapted and directed by Elinor 
Glyn from her story of same name In 
cast: Elissa Landi, Stewart Rome, Mona 
Goya. Photographed by Charles Rosher. 
Recorded by RCA Photophone Censor's 
Certificate “‘A.’’ Length 7,756 feet. Run- 
ning time, one hour, Reviewed at 
London Pavilion, July 2. 


“This is awful’—remark by one 
of the characters at the end of the 
film. It certainly was. If a prize 
were offered for the film containing 
the most old-fashioned hokum, this 
one would walk away with it 

3ritish producers will have to get 
interested in something with a little 
more grey matter in it than this 
story if they want to do anything 
with talkers. As it is, it’s difficult 
to see how this can make the grade 
anywhere, except as burlesque. 

Story tells how twins, one a duke, 
the other mere earl or something, 
are so much alike that the younger 
one by 10 minutes takes the place 
of the elder and helps him out of 
femme trouble pretty often. When 


the dooke comes to get married he 


has a date with a wicked woman 
spy, out for secret papers. who 
dopes him, pinches the code and 
leaves him half dead. 

Virtuous lord dithers around at 
the wedding and takes the bride- 
groom’s place, receiving baronets 
and royalty and what-not very well. 
Bride and groom fall in love. 

After miles more footage the 
wicked dooke and his bold bad 
woman commit suicide, leaving the 
younger twin in possession of the 
ducal ducats and the bride. 

Wonder if Elinor ever read “The 
Masquerader?”’ 

Dialog throughout is just dumb 
and the accents too Mayfair to live. 
Still, it’s nice to have a picture 
about such refined people, who 
move in the most exclusive English 
society. 

Strangely enough, production yal- 
ues are not so bad, although the 
film could be cut to half without 
loss. Photography is clear cut and 
recording moderate. 

Elissa Landi and Stewart Rome 
are featured. A couple of brothers, 
Walter and Alfred Tennyson, do 
their stuff as the twins. 

This one's pretty useless even for 
quota footage this side. Chap. 


ONE FAMILY 


(ENGLISH MADE) 
London, July 8. 


British Instructional producticn in con- 
junction with Empire Marketing Board, 
Pro Patria release. Directed by Walter 
treighton. Recorded on Klangfilm. Cen- 
sor: Certificate “U’’. Length, 6,250 feet. 


This slice of Imperial propaganda 
is sub-titled. “A Dream of Real 
Things.” What it boils down to is 
pretty simple: a schoolboy goes 
through a sort of dream-fantasy in 
which he helps a film to unfold a 
pageant of the resources of the 
British Empire. 

The mest interesting angle is the 
fact it takes the audience inside 
Buckingham FPalace, which has 
rever previously been penetrated by 
the camera. The scenes in this se- 
quence are good. 

Generally, the film means nothing 
as entertainment, outside some 
inglish audiences, It’s the sort of 
material which, properly handled. 
would go down well in the educa- 
tional libraries. 

Photography is good; the record- 
ing adequate, and the synchroniza- 
tion occasionally faulty. Picture 
is a sort of catalog of British re- 
sources, production never rising 
over the obstacle. Chap. 


SUSPENSE 


(All Dialog) 
(ENGLISH MADE) 


London, July 5. 
British International production and War- 
dour release. Directed by Walter Summers 
from stage play of same name by Patrick 


MacGill. In cast: Cyril McLaglen, Jack 
Raine, Mickey Brantford, D. Hay Petrie. 
Recorded RCA _ Photophone. 7,300 feet. 


Censor’s Certificate ‘‘A.’’ 
one hour 20 minutes. 
London, July 4. 


Running time 
Reviewed at Regal, 


_ As a war play “Suspense” flopped 
in London, although the critics gen- 
erally rated it very high. Reason 
for its quick death was generally 
attributed to its outspokenness and 
that it was too strong for London 
taste. 

The talker version, as far as it 
g0es, is a good piece of work. The 
problem is whether it represents en- 
tertainment in the ordinary sense. 
MacGill's original, even after licked 
by the censor, was pretty raw. In 
the talker it’s been watered down to 
an occasional “ruddy,” with a snatch 
of a naughty song. 

Film version keeps fairly close to 
the original, differing in the elimi- 
nation of one element in the plot. 
On the stage the story thread told 
how a platoon were stationed in a 
dug-out under which the Germans 
were mining. When it looked as 
though they were booked for a 
heavy explosion they were relieved, 
later being killed off during a sud- 
den attack. Much play was made 
of the relationship of the captain, 
the raw recruit and the sergeant, 


the officer being engaged to the 
boy’s girl and the sergeant being 
after a job in the youngster’s 


father’s works. This last factor is 
cut out of the picture. 

The war scenes are well done, al- 
though never attempting the terrific 
force of “All Quiet.” Within their 
bounds they are intensely realistic 
and at times pictorially attractive. 

The production suffers somewhat 
through an absence of lights, which 
gives realism to the long dug-out 
sequences, but doesn’t make for en- 
tertainment. Military detail is well 
done, although Walter Summers, 
who is a good producer as British 
studios go, makes the usual mistake 
of letting his actors smoke in the 
front line trenches. 

Acting of an all-male cast is good. 
Jack Raine is the best as the cap- 
tain. Mickey Brantford is effective 
as the rookie who goes mad with 
shell shock. Cyril McLaglen, brother 
of a guy named Victor, is raw and 
rough as the sergeant. 

Dialog has been stripped of -the 
poetic values MacGill’s original con- 
tained, and the whittling down of 
the shell-shock sequences take away 
from the drama the atmosphere of 
futility and the anti-war propa- 
ganda with which it was filled. 

“Suspense” should do pretty well 
here with the better neighborhood 
i1udiences, but it doesn’t look like 


material for the States. Chap 


The Dude Wrangler 


Independent production. Sono Art-Worlde 
Wide release. Starring Lina Basquette, 
Featuring George Duryea and Clyde Cook, 
Cast includes Francis X. Bushman, Mare 
garet Seddon, Ethel Wales, K. Sojin and 
Wilfred North. Directed by Richard 
Thorpe. Story from novel by Caroline 
Lockhart. Adaptation and dialog by Robe 
ert Lee. At Tivoli, New York, July 
15-16, as half double bill. Running tima, 
60 minutes, 


Safest for this one is the double 
feature bill. Front a story angle 
what was a satirical yarn comes 
out in film form a bluff and ragged 
hemstitch of dramatic comedy. 
Only exploitation value is in the 
cast names, and from the way they 
do their stuff he’d be taking a 
chance to high pressure the pub- 
licity. Best work by Clyde Cook, 
but he couldn't carry along all the 
old timers. 

An example of the dialog: 

Couple going to bed and the wife 
says to the husband: “What's that 


big cup doing on the floor?” (Or 
something like that.) 
Husband answers: “Sh! That’s 


not a cup.” 

May»e some customers object to 
seeing takeoffs of effeminate males 
or maybe not, but that’s what the 
exhib has got to figure in consid- 
ering this one, And plenty use is 
made of the word “pansy.” 
Presentation by-line bears the 
names of Mrs. Wallace Reid and 
Cliff Broughton. 

Story is about a rich lad who 
falls for a girl and ultimately be- 
comes a dude rancher. 


The Roof of the World 


(Silent) 
(FOREIGN MADE) 


Released by Amkino. Exploration film 
made by the Russian-German expedition 
into Pamir, Central Asia, 1928. At 8th 
Street Playhouse, New York, week July 11, 


Running time, 66 minutes. 
Part that Germany’s. citizens 


played in the making of this scien- 
tific record of a valiant exploration 
undertaking is what probably pre- 
vented the Russians from making a 
propaganda film out of this picture, 
Or else they used good judgment, 
This silent picture, which is the 
subject of a combined Russian- 
German government venture into 
Pamir, unknown territory of Cen- 
tral Asia, while good and possessing 
thrills and suspense rather heavily, 
is in the main not American the- 
atre fare. 


Though infinitely better than the 
majority of scientific exploration 
pictures shoved onto the market 
lately, the same category fits for 
this one as does for better grade of 
the other educational films. It’s for 
the arty only. But with a condi- 
tion. No film of this sort, regard- 
less of the merit of its photography, 
and this one has plenty merit that 
way, and the authenticity of its 
thrills, can stand alone for the b. o., 
even in an arty. This one will need 
support from a name draw and a 
comedy angle. 


On such a basis the exhib can lay 
out plenty exploitation and the film 
will back him up. Were it half the 
length that it is it might make the 
half of a double feature subsequent 
run house, and even a prior run 
that may be slated for bargain 
shows. Otherwise too long. 

It gives a thought that maybe the 
Russians had better stick to expe- 
dition films. Undoubtedly this is 
one of the finest pieces of photo- 
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The Roof of the World 


(Continued from page 31) 
graphic record of human heroism 
extant. It brings the lurking 
imagination to the fore with the 
crack that maybe after all heroism 
isn't entihely limited to powder and 
gun and the war's battlefield. 

There's more than mere scientific 
teaching here or the bringing of 
geographical knowledge. This par- 
ticular film offers a study for pic- 
ture photographers and directors of 
which the latter might make use. 

The manner in which most of the 
picture was shot brings the query, 
“Where were the photographers?” 
They got some dandy views, Cara- 
vans on winding trails through a 
desert and over mountain paths 
that had room for only a slight 
pack horse. Shots of the explorers 
climbing Feshdneck glacier thou- 
sands of feet above sea level within 
the scorching rays of the sun or at 
night by a salt lake of Kara Kula 
when it was bitter cold and the 
waters flowed quietly around swim- 
ming fowl. Feshdneck glacier is 
the largest outside of the Arctic 
circle. 

It's absorbing throughout and the 
photogs and cutters have done well 
from the beginning. Just enough 
introductory stuff to give the sub- 
ject a good start and then show the 
jumping off place at Osh, in Ubsek. 
No home made product has dupli- 
cated the reality of the costumes, 
natives and manner of packing done 
here for a load of 250 camels, 200 
pack horses, herd of live stock and 
many men. 

The desert scenes, where the 
caravan of camels and horses are 
shown, have long distance winding 
in and out of the trail. They are 
different or else all deserts aren't 
alike. Men slipping in their climb 
up mountain sides and a couple of 


cut severely while trying to make 
the grade are some of the incidents 
involved. A mountain climber slip- 
ping off a glacier and getting back 
to place with the help of his com- 
rades and the gang hurdling rapids. 

Nature’s curious incongruity is 
likewise clearly shown. Up 18 and 
20,000 feet in the air where only 
one-third the normal supply of 
oxygen is available to humans and 
under a blazing sun that scorched 
at day and a moon that froze at 
night, the caravan is seen trying to 
find mountain passes and a glacier 
that ran for about 100 miles around 
in the Alai and Trans Alai chains, 

The finale is the sealing of Mt. 
Lenin, 20,000 feet above sea level 
marking the end of the expedition’s 
tour. 

The detail in which the expedi- 
tion was cameraed and presented 
was work well done. On the road 
for instance the caravan is passing 
some Chinese en route in the oppo- 
site direction, and traveling in lit- 
ters. 
between the Alai and Trans Alai 
mountains, the curious Mongolian 
race of the Kirghis are shown— 
only humans in the region who live 
in igloo shaped houses, but not of 
ice and Arabic tents. They are 
stocking up cheese made from 
mare’s milk for future sustenance, 
Here green tea is a guest drink and 
a luxury. 

Perhaps most definite in au- 
thenticity was the crossing of the 
Marchan Su valley, or something 
like that, and known as the Valley 
of Death where the explorers acci- 
dentally stumbled across the bony 
remains of a previous caravan that 
had attempted the trip in 1925 and 
failed. 

In one spot several of the party 
are lost. They are shown being 
brought back after five days on the 
glacier alone and near exhaustion. 


pack horses stumbling and being 


Titles are okay. 


While high up in the valley, 4D 


THE LONE RIDER 


Produced by Beverly. Distributed by Co- 
lumbia. Starring Buck Jones. Featuring 
Vera Reynolds, Harry Woods and George 
Pearce. RCA recorded. At Loew's Ncw 
York, July 8 one day. Running time, 57 
minutes, 


Built for the old western market 
and built okay, this Buck Jones film 
in a certain sense is revelation of 
what application and thought can 
do for a small time producer. Noth- 
ing much to the story. Usual tale 
of a crook cowboy being impelled 
into an honest and law enforcing 
officer by accident and love. And 
the Buck Jones fans, if there is still 
such a tribe, will swallow it, espe- 
cially the kids. 

Some of the photography is keen 

but what is seen in most westerns, 
while other shots look okay even if 
painted background. 
Recording mostly good although 
a couple of whistling teeth noises 
are heard from one or two actors. 
oesn’t affect the layout. Inter- 
esting item is the chirping of birds 
in a nighttime outdoor scene. Vera 
Reynolds, while from a pro angle 
not exactly.up to the mark, helps 
plenty and the film gets a technical 
setup because Jones doesn’t talk 
too much. 


DIALECTS GO SOCIAL 


(Continued from page 3) 
check so they’re playing safe. Ac- 
cording to them, they ail played 
duck-on-the-rock with the late 
Czar’s kids. That’s another spot 
where you can’t check. 

They’re all willing to make dough 
without working for it and call that 
the American influenee. 


Rivals on the Pan 


None will admit that the old man 


New York 


can we get color 


at low cost?” 


cece LHE answer is easy. Eastman 
Sonochrome Tinted Positive Films, 
available in a number of delicate 
tints, lend color and atmosphere to 
every scene. They are especially de- 
signed to give faithful rendition of 
sound. And they cost no more than 


ordinary black-and-white positive. 
EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 


J. E. Brulatour, Inc., Distributors 
Hollywood 


Chicago 


was anything less than a Grand 
Duke. The only denial, and in 
secret, comes from their best pal, 
who is also in the racket. 

The only foreigner who is on the 
square is the one who happens to 
be panning the others, and the only 
proof he offers is his own state- 
ment, : 

That some are sincere is not 
doubted. A few have gone out and 
made good in other lines. One 
established himself as a furniture 
buyer and has knocked of some big 
jobs in Beverly Hills homes. He 
just suggests what furniture to buy. 
All the others hate him. Incident- 
ally he tried the grift angle for 
a while and found the -returns™ poor. 


Social Advisors 

The boys find the most fertile field 
among middle westerners who come 
here to forget the days when they 
worked for a living. Here they set 
themselves in as social advisors and 
do a little chiseling. Now and then 
one of them goes too far and lands 
in the pen as did one when he 
copped a clock from the home of 
his pupil. 

In most cases the touch is small, 
but when bragging they let out the 
impression that they got away with 
the family’s roll. Contradictory to 
that is evidence that when they’re 
not working they’re not eating. 


Paris Deal Gesture 


‘(Continued from page 3) 


used in territory apportioned to the 
Germans will call for royalty pay- 
ment where it is reproduced on 
German apparatus. 

Worst obstacles to the success - 
the conference was Ufa which made 
use of its political influence through 
the pro-Hindenburg press at home 
and which is here believed to have 
engineered the new and _ drastic 
German quota regulations. This 
move was carried out against the 
wishes of the other German dele- 
gates. It becomes evident that the 
value of Ufa is enormously in- 
creased through the present situa- 
tion, 

Ludwig Klitsch’s present negotia- 
tions for the sale of Ufa now has 
the perfect appearance of a grand 
holdup. 

Royalty 


So far as royalty arrangement on 
what constitutes German territory as 
defined by this agreement two set- 
ups have been arranged. One is for 
Germany itself and another for cen- 
tral Europe, Scandinavia, Holland 
and Switzerland. 

The royalty works both ways 

from recording and distribution, lat- 
ter evidently being taken on repro- 
duction basis. For Germany itself 
producers wili have to pay a royalty 
on recording amounting to over $200 
a reel, while the distribution or re- 
producing fee will be about $70 per 
reel. In other German territory it 
amounts to about $125 per reel for 
recording and $60 per reel for dis- 
tribution. 
This means that no foreign talker 
can be distributed or reproduced in 
Germany or German territory as so 
defined without a recording license 
being first established, which pro- 
tects the Germans both ways. 


Tough on Americans 


Hither way it’s a rather tough 
proposition for American films, re- 
gardless of the rough kontingent 
situation, because no agreement has 
been reached on the question as to 
whether American producers are to 
pay W. E. an additional foreign li- 
cense fee as per existing American 
contracts. This matter has been left 
for settlement in America among 
the interested parties. The W. E. 
fee for Germany under its contracts 
with American producers amounts 
to something like $30 a reel. This is 
an apportionate figure taken from 
the $500 divisible foreign fee that 
American producers must pay W. E 
above the existing $500 per reel for 
recording in the U. S. A. 


POLICE 
FOR THEATRES 


Syracuse, N. Y., July 22. 

Properties of two up-state theat. 
rical operators are under policg 
guard as a result of threats of vio. 
lence as well as actual sabotage. 

In this city, police are protecting 
Frank Sardino’s Syracuse theatre, 
target for vandlism, with the man. 
agement holding union labor difti- 
culties as responsible. 

In Utica and Yorkville, the prop- 
erties and residence of Christian 


tor, are similarly guarded by police, 
folowing the receipt by Marx of 
threatening communications. 

Sardino’s playhouse, a target for 
gas attacks on several occasions, 
received further attention from van- 
dals last week. Gaining entrance 


through a door in the rear, they 
poured a powerful acid on the 
screen, badly damaging it. The 


bottle which had held it was found 
in the auditorium by police. The 
preceding week, home made “stink 
bombs” had driven the Saturday 
night audience from the theatre. 
Marx, who lives in Yorkville, was 
assaulted and robbed a few months 
ago, sustaining injuries so severe 
that for a time his recovery was 
doubtful. A few days ago came 
threats of death from an unrevealed 
source. 


FOX’S 2 DIVS. OF HOUSES 
IN UP-N. Y. STATE WAY 


Fox Theatres has divided its up- 
state New York territory into two 
scetors. Two divisions have been 
created where there was formerly 
one. Theatres being served by Buf- 
falo exchanges will comprise one, 
while another wi'l comprise houses 
served out of Albany. 

Harry Goldberg will remain in 
charge of the Buffalo end, while 
Marshall Taylor, formerly field rep- 
resentative; is to handle the Albany 
division. 

Inside is that the breaking up 
into two divisions is in preparation 
for the addition of several houses in 
each of those territories, 


West Coast 
Theatres 
Unit 


Best of 
the Stage 


AINSLEY 


LAMBERT 


DANCERS 


Now at Publix-Balaban & Katz 
Theatres 


ORIENTAL—G RANADA—MARBRO 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


DANCERS 


Featured in F. & M. “Brunette” Idea 
School Address, 545 Sutter St., San Francisco 


ARNOLD 


“TWO 
in “BOX C 


FANCHON & MARCO PRESENT 


JONES and HULL 


NUTS” 
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LAYING THE CORNERSTONE 
FOR PROSPEROUS FUTURE 


4 


Exhibitors rush get United Artists’ sensational 
“Super-19” set the backbone service for 


during 1930-1931 thereby “laying 


the cornerstone for a prosperous future for 


their 
The “Super 19” containing the greatest stars 


pictures, made by the best production talents | 
known, are the most stupendous BIG 
TIONS offered theatre owners. 
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Poor Trade in Twin Cities Indie 


Minneapolis, July 22. 

Minneapolis and St. Paul inde- 
pendent theatre owners continue to 
struggle along on an open shop ba- 
gis with single non-union operators 
in their souna booths. Each of the 
theatres is being picketed in peace- 
ful fashion by the union and busi- 
ness in many instances is practi- 
eally negligible. 

Theatre owners assert, However, 
that the poor business is the result 
of the heat and bad general condi- 
tions and not the strike or lock-out. 

It’s no worse now than it was be- 
fore, assert the managers, who 
point out that this very depression 
made it necessary for them in s-lf- 
preservation to eliminate one of the 
two men in their booths. 

The present situation was brought 
gbout when the union refused to 
consent to the theatre owners’ plan 
to use only one instead of two ope- 
rators in the booths. There has 
been no disorder thus far, but a 
film became ignited in the booth of 
one of the neighborhood houses 
during a performance last week. 
When the fire broke out the ope- 
rator fled t-e booth and a near- 
panic ensued in the audience. Union 
officials claim that the fire proves 


the need of two men in each 
booth. 
Two of the 23 Minneapolis the- 


atres originally involved in the de- 
mand for relief have dropped out 
of the fight and will go along with 
two union xen in their booths. 
These are the Broadway, owned by 
Helzapel, and the Ione, operated by 
Shrouder & Esler, and said to be 
under the operators’ union control. 


Leila fiyams 
featured in M-C-M’s 


“The Big House” 


"The Choice of the Profession” 


A make-up with Max 
actor’s Preparations is 
applied quicker, smooth- 
er, thinner, and is an im- 
portant aid to correct 
characterization. 


Max Factor’s 
PANCHROMATIC and 
TECHNICOLOR 
MAKE-UP for the screen 


Max Factor’s 
THEATRICAL 
MAKE-UP for the stage 


At All Leading Drug Stores 


MAX FACTOR’S MAKE-UP STUDIOS, Hollywood 


of all make-up used by the Stars and Motion 
962 Tieture Studios in Hollywood is supplied by 
Pactor.—/L A. Chamber of Commerce Statistics) 


Houses Locking Out Operators 


Names Push Out M. C.’s 


Detroit, July 22. 

Fox is doing away with perma- 
nent m. c.’s. Last m. c. here was 
Bert Frohman, who went back to 
New York when his voice failed 
him. 

House is getting away from the 
m. ¢c. idea unless units come in 
equipped with one. Instead house 
is going in for name acts. Every 
week an extra name is booked in to 
round out the unit. First name in 
was Frankie Richardson, picture 
name. 


U.S. TO QUIT GERMANY 


(Continued from page 3) 


executive student of the situation 
terms it, “pay for the privilege of 
giving pictures away.” 

On the other hand anything in 
the nature of an exchange, as home 
offices are now advised, would mean 
numbers of unsalable German pic- 
tures being flooded on the American 
market in return for a_ further 
Teutonic ‘’in.” 

Both are out of the question, it 
is declared by men in New York, 
who are conspicucus “mong those 
having the last final say on im- 
portant moves of the industry 

Admissions are now made here 
that dealing with the German equip- 
ment manufacturers first, in the 
effort to clarify that situation, was 
unwittingly drawing a cart before 
the horse. In other words, politically 
speaking, the maneuver, which was 
figured originills by the Americans 
to psychologically part and parcel 
with it the quota law, has gone into 
a reverse which is believed here 
surprising even to Germars who sat 
through the equipment negotiations. 

Passage of the kontigent law has 
completely ‘nullified the workable 
points of the treaty with the Ger- 
man equipment men, but this is 
seen as having one good effect in 
that pressure from their own pcople 
may be brought cn _-he Government. 

Wasting Time 

That any amendment of the kon- 
tigent will have to come from with- 
in and that Americans, including 
Will Hays, are wasting their time 
with further personal parleyving is 
the feeling here. 

Withdrawal of all product and a 
complete clamp put on Germany is 
believed here to carry several forces. 

Primarily, the situation is now 
strictly a German one. First Ger- 
man exhibitors, complaining of the 
squeeze-out will start the bal]! roll- 
ing. When the real story is re- 
leased to the German public, ac- 
counting for the absence of Ameri- 
can product, then, it is predicted 
here, the Government will either do 
a revise or else economic condi- 
tions will permanently erase Ger- 
many from the American film map. 

The unfairness of the kontigent 
law is 100 per cent, even to the point 
of allowing only one third of the 
American importations to be re- 
corded. It is known here that fewer 


uons were set up from a patriotic | over more to sound than that coun- 


standpoint to give German made 
films every possible avenue for a 
break, even as to exporting. The 
new regulations allow more permits 
for silent films than for sound and 
makes it arbitrary between choice 
of features and shorts. Meaning 
that a permit is good under the 
kontingent regulations either for a 
feature or shorts, but not for both. 
Thus every permit allowed for a 


feature means correspondingly less | 


for shorts and vice-versa. 

It is felt, however, that regardless 
of present feeling on the matter that 
the regulaticns will have to undergo 
a change next year anyway, pro- 
viding, of course, no immediate 
change is made. This because by 


try is now. 
Rules as set up are: 
Sound Pictures 


year before. 


who exported German 
the current year. 
| becoming available January 1, 1931 


for special cases. 
Silent Pictures 
80 permits to be 
changes 


40 permits to be allocated among 
exchanges on basis of average num- 
| ber of German made silent or sound 
films which these exchanges dis- 
tributed in Germany last year and 


20 permits allocated to exchanges 
pictures in 
Export permits 


30 permits to be held in reserve 


issued to ex- 
in proportion to average 
number of German made films si- 
that time Germany will be a or sound which these ex- 


changes 
year before. 


40 permits will be 


for one permit. 


until it has been trade 
Germany. 


two German, 
Newsreels are free. 


distributed last year and 


allocated to 
exchanges exporting German made 


films. These to be available Jan- 
uary 1, 1230, 

Sherts require Kontingents on 
basis of five shorts of 260 metres 
(about one reel not considering 
titles which are inserted in Ger- 
many) or less for one permit and 
three shorts of 500 metres or less 


No contracts can be made for sale 
of foreign made picture to exhibitors 
shown in 


Educational pictures require kon- 
tingent on basis of one foreign to 


silent versions than at any time are 
planned for this year. | 

Figured out the new kontingent | 
would allow slightly less than 15% | 
of the American industry’s annual | 
output of talker features to enter | 
Germany. This in itself would make | 
it impossible even for companies to 
maintain small offices in Germany, 
but that expense is minimum when 


compared to the initial costs in re- 
making product for German dialog 
An idea of how it will affect | 
American film distribution in Ger- | 
many was borne out by an estimate | 
made by one film company repre- | 
sentative who figured that under 


the new kontingent rules a 


man republic. . 


up on the figure can’t be 
known exactly owing to the jumbled 
up shape in which German film dis- 
tribution has become since the pat- 
ent controversy and the fact that 
American firms are in the habit of 
leaving all distribution machinery 
to their agents on the territory. 

It is estimated that Paramount 


| will fare better than the rest with 


a quota privilege of about 12 films 
and Warner Bros. and First Na- 
tional, second, with six. Other com- 


maxi- 
mum number of about 40 American | 
films will he permitted into the Ger- | 


How the different companies line | 
made ! 


panies follow in line with relative- 
ly fewer quotas. 


As sized up the German regula- 


July 19— 
Rochester 


July 26— 
105th St., Cleveland 


PROFESSIONAL TOURIST 
THE SOMNOLENT MELODIST 


BOOKED TO NOW—NOW, AND FROM 


Again Playing the Following Route: 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Nov. 
Dec. 
Jan. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
May 
June 
July 
Good gosh! Wili this work never cease? rn 
Another year to go. It’s play and play. 
England, Ireland, Scotland, Germany, 
France, Africa, Australia, and this repeat s 
ept. 
American tour. 
R-K-O Direction 
WEBER-SIMON AGENCY Oct. 


NOW ON 


8—Oklahoma City 
15—Fort Worth 
23—Dallas 

30—San Antonio 


5—Houston, 
13—New Orleans 
21—Atlanta 
28—Birmingham 


4—Charlotte 
18—86th St. and Fordham 
25—Flushing and Coliseum 


1—Albee 

&8—Newark 

15—58th St. and Royal 
22—Fort Wayne and Grand Rapids 
29—-S. Bend and Madison 


6—Rockford (first half) 
13—Sioux City and Des Moines 
20—Cedar Rapids and Davenport 
27—Englewood (first half) 


1931 
3—Milwaukee 
10—Indianapolis 
17—Will fill 
31—Madison and Chester 


7—Syracuse 
14—Rochester 
21—Akron 
28—Toledo 


7—Chicago 
14—Minneapolis 
21—St. Paul 
29—Winnipeg 


11—Spokane 
18—Vancouver 
25—Seattle 


2—Tacoma 
9—Portland 
23—Golden Gate 
30—Oakland 


6—Hill Street 
13—San Diego 
27—Salt Lake 


4—Denver 
11—Omaha 
18—Kansas City 
25—St. Louis 
Return Interstate Time 


&—Okiz2homa City 
15—Fort Worth 
22—Dallas 

29—San Antonio 


5—Houston 
12--New Orleans 
19—Atlanta 
26—Birmingham 


3—Charlotte 
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VAUDEVILLE 


Around 100 Agents With 


R-K-0 Will Settle Their Own Fate 


11 Indie Houses Left 


There are close to 100 agents now 
doing business, or trying to, under 


franchise privileges on the R-K-O 
New York booking floor. That’s 
almost double the number of agents 
permitted on the floor when Charlie 
Freeman became vaude_ booking 
head of the circuit three months 
ago. 

With that high number, and the 
amount of time booked in the office 
making it impossible for all to get 
along if abiding by the 5% commish 
limitations, it will be a case of sur- 
vival of the fittest. 

Shortly before Freeman became 
booking head a cut in the agency 
list, made when Freeman, then 
western booking head, was out of 
town and not consulted, reduced the 
R-K-O franchise holders to 18. 
Since taking office Freeman has 
nearly doubled that number by is- 
suing 16 new franchises, most of 
them to agents previously barred 
from the floor. 

Total of 100 agents is based on an 
estimate of three to each franchise, 
the number permitted by the book- 
ing office, including the franchise- 
holder or office head. 


Holding Out 


Reported thought in the majority 
of lesser R-K-O agents’ minds is 
that by September conditions may 
pick up sufficietnly to provide them 
with enough commission for .con- 
tinued operation under R-K-O 
franchises. The question with most 
is whether or not they can hold out 
till fall, with chances that the situ- 
ation may not greatly improve by 
then, either. 
~..I[n September those agents unable 
o book enough acts to keep going 
will make their own choice of step- 
ping out or starving. 

Freeman's logic in permitting 
such a high comparative number 
of men on the floor, from impression 
around, is chat in having a chance 
to make good, the agents shall 
either do so or move on. Freeman 
is of the opinion that a large num- 
ber of agents cannot harm the book- 
ing office or circuit, but rather than 
that, serve as scouts for the office in 
uncovering necessary new acts and 
material. With so many agents and 
such stiff competish, it’s vrobable 
that every vaude show in and 
around New York, including the op- 
position, is now being covered by 
someone affiliated with R-K-O. 

Cheating on the 5% commission 
rule- will not be tolerated, Also 
outside bookings by R-K-O agents 
to the detriment of: the R-K-O 
bookers is out. 

In return Freeman is protecting 
the R-K-O agents by refraining 
from any “direct” bookings and 
dealings with outside or non-fran- 
chised agents, 

The last reduction of R-K-O 
agents, when the number was cut 
to 18, was the most drastic on rec- 
ord. The next cut most likely will 
be brought about by the agents 
themselves with those failing to get 
by, stepping out. 


OLD ORDER REVERSED; 
EX-HUSBAND GETS PAID 


Jack Curtis, the R-K-O agent, is 
collecting the usual 5% commish 
from his ex-wife, Anna Chandler, 
for serving as her agent on current 
R-K-O vaude dates Just for old 
time’s sake. 

Miss Chandler and 


Curtis were 


divorced about 15 years ago. Their 
daughter, Beatrice Curtis, is Mrs. 
Harry Fox. 


Curtis figures the commish from 
the ex as a good gag and a squarer 
for everything, 


Lester Stepner, Chicago agent whe 
Gi-ne east a few weeks ago, has 
connected in New York with the 
Sam Shannon (R-K-O) agency. 


PUBLIX | 


Jerry Cargill and his 
“‘personal service’ associates 
book everywhere. Publix... 
Loow..Fox..Warners. .Legit. . 
Pictures. 


SLIM TIMBLIN 


opened this week on a 
Publix tour 


JERRY CARGILL 


1560 BROADWAY, NEWYORK. 
TELEPHONE: BRYANT 0554-5 


And Over 50N. Y. Agents 
Wanting to Book Them 


New York indie vaude booking 
field, practically washed up, is lower 
now in extent of playing time than 
at any period in the last 15 years 
or more. Outside of a handful of 
Saturdays and Sundays and one- 
day weekly stands at the beaches 
and resorts, there are but 11 inde 
theatres on the New York books 
That amounts to sufficient full- 
week playing time for only about 40 
acts weekly. Against that there are 
50 or more agents trying to get by 
on indie bookings. 

The 11 remaining indies are the 
complete total of New York-booked 
theatres booked outside the R-K-O, 
Loew, Warner, Fox and Par-Publix 
offices. 

Houses left and their bookers are 


Staten Island (St. George), Bay- 
shore, Patchogue, Kenwich and 
Tower, Philly; Ocean City, Wild- 


wood and New Britain (Arthur 
Fisher); Fay'’s, Providence (Abe 
Feinberg); Grand.O. H., New York, 
and Tivoli, Brooklyn (Alex Hanlon). 


F. &M.’S M. C’S. CURBED; 
BOWS, ENCORES OUT 


All bows, encores and unnecessary 
announcements by the m. c.’s with 


the Fanchon & Marco Ideas are 
hereafter out. 

This edict has gone forth to all 
roadmen, unit managers and m. c.’s 
with F & M Ideas. 

Announcing the names of the 
various acts by the m. ec. is to be 
eliminated with only. announce- 
ments of an unusual character per- 
mitted. 


Jim Plunkett Shut Out 


On Burke’s Commish 


Efforts of James Plunkett, R-K-O 
agent, to cash in on commissions 
on Johnny Burke, just routed for 
42 weeks, have gone down to de- 
feat, with the booking office ruling 
that agent not entitled to the claim 
made. Burke starts his route Sat- 
urday (26) tn St. Louis. 

Plunkett, brother of Joseph, 
t-K-O’s general theatre operator 
and on the R-K-O floor for many 


years, was on the coast recently 
when Burke was offered for vaude. 
Salary asked at that time by 
Plunkett, the agent, was turned 
down, with a counter offer of $500 
less made by R-K-O. That was re- 
fused, 


Later R-K-O dickered direct with 
the soldier-monologist, away from 
the circuit for some time in pic- 
tures and presentation houses, clos- 
ing on the route with him for $250 
more than originally offered by the 
booking office. 

Following that Plunkett made the 
claim for commission, 


R-K-O Outing 
The first annual outing of the 
R-K-O employees is set for July 26 
(Saturday) for a boat ride to Indian 
Point, up the Hudson. 
Among the attractions will be a 


ball game between the R-K-O and 
the Warner ball teams, and fat 
men’s race with Manny Wakxberg 


set to meet all comers at 175 pounds 
or over. 

Waxberg is in the clerical de- 
partment, but is known to be fast at 
figures and food. 


Circus Bill 

An all circus stage show will be 
offered by Fox at the Liberty, Eliza- 
beth, N. J., with changes each half, 
starting July 26. 

The first bill will comprise Mee- 
han’s Dogs, Dack Sching T:ioupe, 
Bobby Walthour bike act, Daisy and 
Deldorelli, Ann and Glisadno. 


Vaude Out in Prov. 
Providence, July 22. 
Vaude goes out of the R-K-O 
Albee Saturday (26). House will 


continues pictures indef. 


EDWARD 


CHANEY and FOX 


“Dancing Stars Of Two Continents” 
PRESENT A NEW MODE IN 


MAYRIS 


HEADLINE ATTRACTIONS! 
This week R-K-O PALACE THE- 
ATRE, New York 


Direction JACK CURTIS 


BART McHUGH’S QUEST 
FOR AMATEUR TALENT 


Bart McHugh, R-K-O  vaude 
agent, who makes his headquarters 
in Philly, is now devoting all of his 
time to staging amateur nights in 
that city and vicinity for the pur- 
pose of digging up professional 
talent for the stage. 

McHugh, one of the oldest agents 
in service with R-K-O, declares the 
scarcity of small and break-in time 
in the sticks and elsewhere has se- 
verely lessened the field for develop- 
ment of prospective vaude talent. 
Several youngsters picked up by 
the agent in amateur bills are be- 
ing groomed by him for regular 
work. McHugh states he believes 
three or four worthwhile discover- 
ies through the amateur channel in 
a year will be worth his while. The 
Philly agency’s act selling with 
R-K-O is meanwhile being handled 


by McHugh’'s partner, Frank O’Don- 
nell. 


“Campus Days” Off 


Chicago, July 22. 
With Rooney family salaries mak- 
ing the budget topheavy for mid- 
dlewestern spots, Publix unit, 
“Campus Days,” will break up at 
St. Louis the end of this week after 
12 weeks. 
Lovey Sisters also are out. 
Unit will be rebuilt here with a 
slashed budget. 


Plunkett Urging Exploitation 
For Vaude— Brains and Action” 


Protection! 


It's told about one performer 
who enjoys a rep for creative 
gags, that he’s become so wary 
of having his stuff stolen by 
other actors, he keeps a com- 
pletely written act locked up 
in a trunk where nobody can 
see or read it. 

Nor does he use it himself. 


HOT STAGE WAR 
DEVELOPING 


Hollywood, July 22. 
There is every indication that the 
local picture house stage show sit- 
uation is going to develop into a 
sweet four-cornered battle. Since 


Warners resumed rostrum fare July 
4, Fox West Coast looked, listened 
and intends spending more coin for 
its Fanchon & Marco units. Mean- 
while, Warners has started sending 
in requests to agents to submit 
“names,” and the bigger the better. 

As regards the other half of the 
involved quartet, Publix doesn’t in- 
tend to start its stage shows again 
until September and cooler weather, 
but is planning a mammoth sendoff 
when that time arrives. In addi- 
tion there is R-K-O and its vaude- 
ville. 

Doubtful at this time if RKO will 
increase its bills beyond the four- 
act policy but that this circuit will 
have to dole out additional coin for 
its shows is obvious in the face of 
the pyramiding opposition, One move 
that R-K-O may make, to meet 
the new battlefront, is to move its 
vaude back to the Orpheum from 
the R-K-O, which was formerly the 
Hillstreet. This is on the theory 
that the acts can be presented more 
favorably in the newer house plus 
an edge in location for the Orph. 

The reason that vaude has been 
playing the R-K-Ois a matter of ca- 
pacity which favors the latter site 
by 500 or 700, but officials are now 
understood to be weighing the dif- 
ference between physical presenta- 


tion and seat numbers. 


Taking Out 


Loew's is taking the vaude out 
of four more New York theatres and 
sending them into straight pictures 
for the summer. While it was ad- 
mitted at Loew’s that the houses 
are changing, the office declined to 


mention names until the dates are 
set. Setting probably will take 
place before the end of this week. 

Two of the closing quartet are 
known to be the Fairmount and 
Victoria theatres. 


This will cut the Loew vaude 
time to 17 weeks, or 11 less than 
in the past mid-season. Of that 


time, nine of the weeks are in New 
York and 11 out of town. 

picture houses_ route, 
which stood at 11 weeks during the 
season, has been reduced to nine, 


Yates’ 4-Act Unit 


Due to his successful production 
of an all-girl show for R-K-O re- 
cently, Irving Yates, indie agent 


and producer, has been assigned to 
a complete western four-act road 
show to fill with his own acts. It 
will be the unit opening its west- 
ward route at the R-K-O Madison, 
Brooklyn, Aug. 16. 

Yates’ acts on the bill will be 
Ralph Olsen, Arthur Humbert, Nor- 
ton and Haley, and “The Vanishing 


Maid.” 


Four More N. 


Vaude From 


Y. Houses—17 Left 


LOEB MAY SCOUT FOR 
F. & M. ON OTHER SIDE 


Jack Loeb, now official act-scout 
for the F. & M. Ideas (units) may 
take a trip abroad to look for talent 
for the stage shows. 

In the New York F&M _ booking 
office (Fox) it is said there is suffi- 
cient talent now engaged to last un- 
til next October, with little left over 
here for Loeb to do until then. 

Loeb, who is worth over $4,000,000, 
since his demotion as booking man- 
ager for the F&M office in New 
York, is connected solely with Fan- 
chon & Marco, Inc., the original 
F&M company of which Loeb is 
vice-president. He is not associated 
with the Fanchon and Marco Corp- 
oration, the Fox booking office in 
New York. 

The coast F&M operates west of 
the Mississippi, with the F&M 
Corp. operating east of that river. 


“Mendi,” Chimp, Dies 


Columbus, O., July 22. 
“Joe Mendi,” performing chim- 
panzee, died here yesterday (July 
21) of ptomaine poisoning at the 
home of his owner, Lew Back- 
enstoe. 
“Mendi” 
act. 


was a standard vaude 


With vaude needing every push 
it can be given, R-K-O is on tha’ 
tails of division and house man. 
agers attempting to drive home the 
growing necessity for more high. 
powered exploitation of stage Shows, 


taking the position that the flesh 
end of the programs should be mer. 
chandised with as much salesman. 
ship as the pictures. 

Through direct touch with the 
managers, Joseph Plunkett has de._ 
clared himself on the point, asking 
the men in the field if they are . 
selling vaude profitably. 

Ciaiming vaude exploitation ig 
different than that for pictures ang 
has certain advantages, Plunkett 
insists that if the picture is not 
an outstanding success, the vaude_ 
comes to the rescue and if the pic-_ 
ture is a hit the vaude portion of 
the program makes the bill more 
entertaining. 

Commenting on vaude exploita- 
tion, Plunkett stated: 

“Merchandising of vaude  pos- 
sesses great exploitation possibili- 
ties. Vaude today has certain 
dividualistic box office’ factors 
which have become intensified be- 
cause of the talker changes. It oc-_ 
curs to me that a showman can 
accomplish much, more with a living | 
human being who personally ap- 
pears on his stage than to rely 
solely upon a film star’s fame or a 
still. 

“Besides in almost every case an 
idea for a film star becomes avail-. | 
able for succeeding ones and in a. 
very short time the stunt has been 
killed.” 

“Spasmodic Showmen” 

R-K-O’'s general theatre operator . 
wants to know why one showman 
conceives and puts over a fine box,. 
office campaign on an act while the 
preceding theatres in which it play- , 
ed had nothing but the usual han- 
dling. 

Dedicating his 
“spasmodic showmen 


observations to , 


before resuming activity.” 


towns where showmen are really 
merchandising. every piece of en- 
tertainment product brought to 
them. He wants the others to. get 
behind vaude as strongly with a 
view to selling that part as welt 
as the pictures. 

His proclamation to the field 
winds up with the warning: 

“There are no set rules in this 
business except brains and action. 
If you haven't got both, acquire 
them. If you can’t lead, follow the 
other fellow, but you can’t stand 
still.” 


GUS VAN’S SINGLE 


Singing Act, With *Piano Accom- 
panist Only 


Gus Van, whose partner for 13 
years, Joe Schenck, died recently, 
breaking up a vaude name that 
meant as much box office as any, 
will do a single, under present plans. 

He will do songs, with a pianist, 
and probably be ready to show his 
act in three or four weeks. Pianist 
has not yet been selected, nor is 
there thought of 
mony work with whoever is chosen, 
it is understood. 

Edward S. Keller, who handled 
Van and ‘Schenck's bookings, 
pilot the new Van act. 


Coast All-Sounds 


San Diego will join Tacoma and 
Spokane in a switch of three R-K-O 
coast vaude towns to summer 
straight pictures, as at present in- 
tended. All are three-day stands on 
the R-K-O western unit show route. 

Dates for the changes are July 
25, San Diego and Spokane, and 
Aug. 9, Tacoma. 


Gulf to Coast Jump 


Probably one of the longest 
sleeper jumps on record for a4 
house manager was that made by 
Coney Holmes of Par-Publix last 
week. Holmes was sent from 
Miami, Fla., to Portland, Ore., with- 


out a stop. 


Holmes has been the Par-Publix 
manager in Miami since the first 
of the year. In Portland he suc- 
ceeds Jim McKowen. 


who having , 
effected one good exploitation came , 
paign allow a few weeks to elapse. , 
Plunkett, . 
says he knows a score of R-K-O.. 


attempting har- 
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~ Vande Acts and the New Season 


It’s the vaudeville acts themselves that must do a large share con- 
tributing toward a vaude come-back, especially this new season, if 
yaude is to commence to make a return, | For vaude acts did their worst 
jn putting a dent into vaude on its decline. 

Acts can not continue to play the same turns and in the same way 
as years ago; they can not steal material nor can they afford to cheat 
in any other way if they expect to secure paying engagements or re- 
main in vaude. 

Styles have changed, as with policies and prices. The 25-minute act 
js now a bore, the 20-minute light turn not much less, while the copy 
act is washed up. f 

All of the variety circuits, even those not playing acts so extensively, 
appreciate what the vast quality of copying, lifting and stealing by 
acts from other acts or sources did to vaude in the past. It robbed 
vaude of any variety, the same as the one strain of turn in work or 
production left the vaude stage without versatility in appearance or 

nce. 
— Mistake of Cheapness 

Even though present days vaude bookers would stand for too much 
similarity of a turn in general, in foundation and appearance, they can 
no longer afford to stand for the copy act. In the old Keith days, the 
Keith people encouraged stealing by acts from other acts, on the crazy 
theory that the copy act would play cheaper. It did play cheaper and 


that is what cheapened vaudeville of those times. 


Modern circuits take their lesson in handling vaudeville from the 
many Keith errors. Keith had so many wrongs in operation its few 
rights, if any, never came to the surface. And the copy act was the 
rancor and the cancer of vaude in the Keith's supreme sway. 

In any business the belief is that money gets money; in other words 
to make money, a business must spend money. To a vaude act, vaude- 
ville is a business. If the act does not spend money for material, it 
can not expect a better salary or position. In fact all the cheating act 
ean look forward to is the day it will be eased out of vaude through 
natural causes, and the ever present always dreaded natural cause 
is not improving itself. To stand still is to go backward. 

The bunk of new faces in vaudeville was not altogether bunk. That 
standard annual announcement by the circuits was actually inspired by 
a thought that in new faces at least therc might be new material. 
Records will show that the best paid, the most steadily employed and 
most popular acts of all vaude times have been those that changed 
material or turns. The few exceptions are acts which created a tremend- 
ous personality popularity. 
Protecting Material 

Circuits and bookers can't make a better move toward a better stage 
show than by inserting in their contracts with artists that the use 
of lifted or borrowed material will leave the guilty act subject to can- 
eellation if the lifted matter is not removed or replaced within a specified 
time, say four weeks. In this way the circuits could keep their stages 
free from repetition week after week by acts, either in subject matter 
of sketches or skits, gags, talk or songs. It would also be an incentive 
for the live act to secure new material. 

The copy act grew so numerous at one time that often two acts on 
the same bill when opening had to readjust their routines, in gags or 
songs and often with both, in order not to conflict, while the same 
gag or song used twice on the same program is still an occurrence. 

When bookers conclude that vaude actors are automatons and not per- 
formers; that they know only what they are doing and can do nothing 
else, those kind of acts might be as well aired immediately, for they 
are not creators nor originators, nor do they buy their material; they 
are not even specialists. That kind of an act is just a drop in, in vaude 
on a rain check and willing to stick as long as someone will pay them 
something. Those acts merely take the place of good turns, and eventu- 
ally ruin the shows they are with or the houses they appear In. 

Public Only 

If the vaude act, the booker and the circuit will consider the public 
only for the stage shows, each will do something to gain and retain 
that public. It makes little difference if the act pleases the booker or 
ifthe booker. pleases the circuit, if the circuit can not please the 
public. 

The vaude act has a chance. It has lost many a chance, and may 
loge this one, possibly its last chance, if it does not keep itself alive in 
every way, instead of figuring angles, connections, staking and all of 
the other things that never will save a stand still, copy, bad or dummy 
act. 
Of all of these, however, the copy act is the most dangerous, regard - 
less of how well the copy act apparently may be doing on the stage. 
A little applause does a lot to hide the disgust of the non-applauders. 

The younger critics on Variety who constantly turn back to the iles 
of the paper to see the reviews of acts in other times, are utterly sur- 
prised at the number of turns that have not changed a thing in their 
acts for years. 

There may be room in the vaude to come for all progressive acts 
The others will join the already large body of lay offs. 


EVA WILL WORK FOR | MARION BENT RETIRES; 
$100 IN NUT CLUB) TWO ROONEYS IN “ONE” 


Henceforth the Pat Rooneys, 

in “one,” Mario sent, 

my, be the feature of Meyer Horo; mother, respectively, “having 

when it o 7th avenue and decided to retire. 2ney 

4th street i Pes: double turn last half of July 3 a 

‘ the R-K-O 8list St., New York. 

Miss Tanguay is well fixed in It will be Pat the elder’s first 

California property and other hold- 


time in vaude without Marion for 
ings. She looks on the Nut Club many years, although father and 
thing asa gag. 


son’s recent picture house dates for 
Par-Publix were without Miss Bent. 
For the last several years, since Pat, 
jr., joined his parents, the Rooney 
trio has headed vaude production 
turns, 


A. K. Turk for Exhibition 


William Morris has the 158-year- 
old Turk, Zaro Agha, whose pass- 
port gives his birth as 1774 A. BB. 
for outdoor attractions in America. 
The a. k. Turk arrived last week 
with Assim 
nople, exporter of Turkish 
stuffs, who is Agha’s backer. 

Zaro Agha has a 65-year-old bride 


Rose Cohen Gets ‘Notice’; 
18 Years with Keith’s, Chi 


Chicago, July 22. 
Rose Cohen received two weeks’ 
notice yesterday as an employee of 
the R-K-O western office here. 
jon Cohen has been with R-K-O 
: rough Keith’s for 18 years, as sec- 
a to Tink Humphrey and later 
en Piazza, also Billy Diamond, 
Successive office heads here, 


Howe on 10-Day Trip 


tat D. (Doc) Howe, general book- 
5 Manager for Fanchon & Marco, 


food- 


left today (23) ona 10-day inspee- | he’s planning to divorce in America 

tion trip of Fox theatres in the west. | With proceeds by his local tours. 
During his absence all matters He got off to a great publicity 

Pertaining to the F & M books will |start last week with front-page 


spreads im the 


handled by Phil Bloom. 


| (vaude), has been engaged by Radio 


tors as well as with the unions. 


Ridvin of Constanti- | 


SALARIES BENEFICIAL 


Adagios Cold 


Adagio acts are a drag on 
the vaude market. 

Then came the deluge. 

But now! 


NORMAN THOMAS QUINTET 


Featuring 
SONNY THOMPSON 


Touring Europe and headlining | 
on merit. 


American Representative (R-K-O), | 
Abe Feingold (Hugo Morris Office). | 

Paris Representative, Henri Lar- 
tigue. 

London Representative, Foster's 
Agency. 


CENSOR 
STAGE STUFF 


Montreal, July 22. 
New censorship plan comes into 
force this week with appointment of 
J. Filion to whom, under orders to 


theatremen from chief of police 
here, all stage acts, operettas, mu- 
sicals and burlesque shows must be 
submitted, prior to showing in pub- 
lic. 

Vaude, legit and burlesque man- 
agers kicking, but to no avail. 


ATES’ FILM CONTRACT 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Roscoe Ates, of Ates and Darling 


on a five-year optional contract. 
His first assignment is “Cimar- 
ron.” 


‘BERG BEAT HUSBAND 


OF HIS PIANISTE 


Dallas, July 22. 

Alphonse Berg, playing Inter- 
state (R-K-Q), is facing a $25,000 
damage suit here following alleged 
beating he’s supposed to have given 
the hubby of his pianist, Dixie Lor- 
lee. 

Jacques Lorlee, local business 
man, charged that Berg cussed him, 
beat him and then had him arrested 
when he went back stage of the 
Majestic to see his wife. 

Evidently Berg had his tempera- 
mental spasm when he discovered 
Lorlee was inducing his wife to quit 
the show biz and leave the act flat. 
Besides embarrassment, Lorlee 
claims Berg has alienated his wife's 
affections. 


New Champ Off Stage 


Al Singer is in demand by R-K-O 
and Loew’s for vaude but the new 
lightweight champ has turned down 
all stage work, preferring to rest up 
from his intensive 10 weeks’ train- 
ing. 

Besides, Singer’s due to fight 
Berg in five weeks and counts ona 
$100,000 bit for his end of it, hence 
he’s not wild about stage appear- 
ances. 


Bill Kent Back 
William Kent, who at one time 
became Equity’s best known sus- 
pended member, is 
vaude after a long absence. 
He and his little co. are set for 


a return to R-K-O houses first half 


July 26 at the 58th Street. 


Loew Heads Say Acts’ Salaries 
Besides Union Costs Are Too High 


A report carrying weight, from 
reliable sources, is that Loew is 
planning to cut out vaude in favor 
of straight pictures in all but seven 
houses in the Metropolitan area. 
Now operating 12, that would mean 
a clip of five in addition to those 
previously placed in all-sound poli- 
cies, 

Col. E. A. Schiller, general theatre 
operator for the circuit, declares 
that reports of this move are un- 
founded, with no decision having 
been made on dropping vaude 
wholesale, though admitting pos- 
sibility of more vaudfilms going in 
the east, 

The Victoria, on 125th street, is 
mentioned as the next Loew vaud- 
film probable for straight pictures 
Schiller stated there will not be any 
more closings out of town, with 
that route to remain as it is in- 
definitely. 

One of the Loew squawks men- 
tioned in addition to overhead 
through high union scales is that 
most vaude acts are getting salaries 
that are too high in proportion to 
their drawing power and entertain- 
ment value. One source stressed 
that before vaude is profitable its 
cost must come down with the ac- 


Edwards-Brophy Team 


Cliff Edwards and Edward 
srophy are being listed by Metro 
as a comedy team and will appear 
together wherever fitting. 

They have been approved as a 
team for “Those Three French 
Girls,’ war story, to be directed by 
Harry 3eaumont with Reginald} 
Denny, Fifi Dorsay,. Yola Davril and 
others in the cast. 


LINDER’S NAME GOING UP 
WOLFE’S NAME IS DOWN 


Jack Linder’s name, with an ac- 
companying warning, may follow 
that of Frank Wolfe, Jr., on the N. 
V. A. clubhouse bulletin board un- 
less Linder settles an act’s com- 
plaint against him by the end of 
this week. Linder has been given 
until the end of the week by the 
Variety Managers’ Association to 


answer or settle. 

Complaint against Linder was 
filed by “The Barnstormers,” 6- 
people act, claiming it played a 


one-day engagement for Linder at 
the Majestic (indie), Jersey City, 
and wasn’t paid off. 

Complaints against bookers whose 
names are posted will not be ac- 
cepted for arbitration by the V. M. 
A. 

Wolfe’s name, posted for the sec- 
ond time recently, comes down this 
week, the Philly booker having sent 
in a check in settlement of a com- 
plaint by Russ and Jerry (act). 
Russ and Jerry also claimed no pay- 
off. 

In his letter to the V. M. A., in 
which the check was. enclosed. 
Wolfe asked the V. M. A. to notify 
“Variety” that he’s paid up. 


Billy Miller an Agent 


Billy Miller, for 14 years an actor. 
has turned agent. 

Miller’s act was known as Billy 
Miller and Company. Three years 


ago, due to illness, he was forced 
to leave the stage. 

Miller is now connected with the 
Louis Spielman office, 


returning to! 


Salaries flexible in 
R-K-O 
headed by 
any act 

‘chance of getting a raise. In addi- 


are 
under 


now 

the 
Charlie 

deserving it 


new regime 
With 


having a 


Freeman, 


| tion, the booking office is no longer 
being held strictly to budgets, ac- 
cording to reliable dope, with $100 
or $200 above set figures for any 
house no longer resulting in the 
roof being taken off the Palace 
building by the powers that be. 

The leeway on budgets is being 
permitted under a policy that dic- 
tates it is sometimes worth $100 or 
$200 more than set as the figure if 
necessary to get together the right 
kind of a show. It sometimes oc- 
curs with intacts that to get the 
desired result it is preferable to 
book an act that will top the set 
figure by a couple hundred dollars. 

Some feeling exists in R-K-Q, 
also, that a set salary on an act for 
all engagements of a similar type, 
is a mistake. The act in one house 
may fit in right with the planned 
bill and be worth $1,000, while in 
other situations it may figure as 
worth no more than $750. It should 
be booked and played that way, it 
is contended. 


Meat, Not Beans 


Recently some acts have received 
raises, where the circuit has felt 
them justified, while in other cases 
R-K-O has made suggestions which 
enabled certain turns to play the 
ti..e and live on meat instead of 
beans. In one instance an acro- 
batic troupe of seven was cut to six 
people without hurting the act, that 
doing the trick. Cut was 
gested by the booking office. 

The psychology on some of the 
raises, especially to those who are 
living on beans without the lam 
through heavy traveling and bag- 
gage expenses or for other justified 
reasons is that the raises are re- 
turned to R-K-O through satisfy- 
ing the artists. A discouraged or 
disgruntled act, when justified, 
isn't worth half of what it is being 
paid anyway, it is pointed out. 


ST. PAUL’S NOISELESS 


St. Paul, July 23. 

Orders not to pan hand-sitting 
audiences may go in the east but it’s 
just a laugh out here apparently. 

Anatole Friedland spent 40 min- 
utes with a rapid fire of spectator 
baiting when his “Twelve O'Clock 
Revue” failed to get the applause 
he thought it should last week. 

The revue deserves a lot but when 
the weather's as hot as it was Fri- 
day night no audience in the world 
is going to exert itself, no matter 
how good the show. 

Friedlander’s chatter ran gamut 
of the old standbys and some that 
were new. While most were loudly 
given, many sallies were quietly ex- 
changed with the pit men to the 
general ruination of what appears to 
be a class show. 


Edith Davis’ Nose 


Plastic operation on Edith Davis’ 
nose was performed in New York 
last week. She's of Parker and 
Davis, vaude. 
30th schnoz and Miss Davis 

splendidly. 


FARNUM BAKES OUT 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Ralph Farnum is in town after a 
sojourn with “Death Valley” Scott. 
Following a hospital siege for sinus 


do- 
ing 


Valley, Cal., where the thermometer 
can touch 140, to bake out. He had 
been there since March. 

Farnum, with plenty of gray in 
the locks, looks completely recov- 
ered and is here for a month. He 
has taken a home in Beverly. 


BIZ INSTINCT 
Hollywood, July 22, 
Chicopin, colored youngster fea- 
tured in Fox’s “Hearts of Dixie,” is 


operating at his own platform show 


at Ocean Park here. 

With a group of other colored 
kids he’s doing a minstrel show on 
ithe midway. 


FANS, ACTOR-PANNED 


the New York agent went to Death » 
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Western R-K-0 Office Will Remain 
With All Houses for the Present 


Plan to move the Chicago-bookea 
R-K-O time to New York for book- 
ings and practically abolish R-K- 
O's Chicago exchange was called 
off temporarily at a meeting last 
week, It is now held likely the 
Western R-K-O time will remain 
in Chicago into the start of next 
season, at least. 

The hazard standing in the way 
of the transfer of Chi-booked time, 
from reports, was the wide variance 
of the theatres in type of bills 
played and differences in salary lists 
they can afford to stand. As it was 
planned to add the Chi time to 


the R-K-O western road show route 
it was finally figured that the $2,800 
average cost of the intact units was 
too heavy for most towns on the 
Chicago books. 

R-K-O’'s Chicago time, amounting 
to about 12 weeks, was reported 
wanted by the vastern booking of- 
fice as a possible aid for the New 
York books in extending the route 
to around 65 weeks. It was also 
charged, from accounts, that while 
the Chicago bookirg office shows a 
profit on present bookings, the same 
gross could be secured through 
booking of the time with the bal- 
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ance of the circuit in New York, 
without the otherwise necessary 
branch office overhead. 

At one time last week it was al- 
most decided that Memphis, Mil- 
waukee and Grand Rapids, the three 
important weeks on the Chicago 
books, would be transferred to New 
York. That was dropped when it 
was shown that without those three 
stands the Chicago office would not 
be in a position to operate smoothly 
and at a satisfactory profit. 

For the present, with its time in- 
tact, the Chicago R-K-O office will 
continue with Dich Hoffman and 
Willie Berger as the two bookers 
there, and Tom Carmody as office 
head. 


FULL WEEK FOR IDEAS 
AT PANTAGES, K. C. 


F & M Ideas will play a full week 
in Pantages, Kansas City, starting 
Aug. 8. 

The first Idea will be “Rose Gar- 
den,” with the house having a Fri- 
day opening. 

Shows closing Wednesday in Den- 
ver will go to Kansas City and 
thence to St. Louis. 

Heretofore Butte, Mont., was 
played on a Thursday to Sunday 
date following Yakima, Wash., 
where a Saturday and Sunday date 
were filled. Now the Ideas go from 
Yakima to Denver, dropping Butte 
completely. At least the Butte 
stand will be out for the remainder 
of the summer. The last Idea in 
there will be “Brunettes,” which is 
dated July 31, Aug. 1-2-3. 

“Rose Garden” plays Yakima 
Aug. 1-2-3, and then omits Denver. 
so that it can be in Kansas City. 
The next to play the F. & M. route 
from Yakima to Denver to K. C. to 
St. Louis under the new booking 
will be “Romance.” Each show will 
then follow in turn, eliminating 
Butte. 


Godfrey’s Future 


George A. Godfrey, who hasn't 
been heard of around R-K-O in 
weeks, is.not returning to that cir- 
cuit or as an agent, it is reported. 

There was some talk that the for- 
mer booker, also a lawyer, would 
join the R-K-O legal department, 
but that seems to be out now. 


M. C. IN R-K-O TRAILER 


Tells About Acts in Show Coming 
Next Week 


A master of ceremonies to do the 
talking for the rest of the bill in 
sound trailers is under experiment 
by R-K-O with a view to getting 
away from mere synchronization. 

Taking the first of the R-K-O 
intacts which opened in New York 
July 12 for the experiment, Bob 
Robison appears in the trailer as an 
“act salesman,” telling audiences in 
advance what next week's bill will 
be like and who will be in it. 


Hip Reopening With 
Biggest Show in Town 


R-K-O will reopen the Hippo- 
drome in the fall, probably with 
eight acts and a picture with a view 
to giving the “biggest show in town 
for the money.” 

In going back into the Hip, 
R-K-O will be on a month to month 
basis, contingent upon decision of 
Fred F. French concerning the 
structure's razing for the erection of 
a skyscraper, the Hippodrome 
Tower. From the inside it is learn- 
ed that the French people are not 
planning to start on the new build- 
ing until the elevated has come 
down, which may mean years. In 
that case, R-K-O may retain the 
house for all of next season and 
possibly longer. 

Hip closed for the summer July 
12. 


Jack Dempsey’s Acts 


Jack Dempsey, booker for mary 
years with Keith’s and R-K-O, is 
now producing vaude acts under an 
R-K-O floor franchise. 

His first one is for Stanley Rog- 
ers, comedy turn with four others. 
Rogers, who succeeded the late Bert 
Savoy as Jay Brennan’s partner 
four years ago, split with the lat- 
ter recently. 

Another by Dempsey is a girl act 
(6) headed by Ted Marcel. 


All Sound in Prov. 

Another R-K-O goes to straight 
pictures when the Albee, Provi- 
dence, undertakes that policy Sat- 
urday (26). It opens with “All 
Quiet” (U). 

Whether the all-sound policy is 
to be permanent or for the summer 
only is not indicated. 


— 


AGENTS WILL WAIT FoR 
ONE MORE SEASON 


If biz doesn’t perk u 
ably by September, a migration f 
agents is expected to take aiea 
judging by the statements of a ae 
ber of agents in New York. . 

They have been holding on as 
long as possible waiting for the 
break in biz, the agents Say. For 
the past few seasons everybody has 
been talking about next season but 
nothing like that ever happened. 

If it doesn’t come with the ne 
season, they aver that they'll clear 
out and go commercial. 


P Consider. 


Vincent il, Work Subbing 


Los Angeles, July 22, 


Cliff Work is subbing here ag 
R-K-O divisional manager for the 
Los Angeles district, during the ill. 
ness of Frank Vincent. 

Work is the R-K-O regional mane 
ager for San Francisco and Oake 
land. 


George ANDRE & Co. 


ADAGIO FOURSOME 
BOOKED SOLID R-K-O 


DON’T MISS 


NOR 


REPEATING PAST SUCCESS 


THIS WEEK (JULY 19) 


R-K-O PALACE, NEW YORK 


AFTER AN ABSENCE OF ONE YEAR WHILE TOURING AUSTRALIA 
LOU IRWIN for Production Offers 


ORIGINAL HONEY BOYS 


TOMMY HYDE, IRVING KARO, BILL CAWLEY, DAN MARSHALL and NATE TALBOT 


ROUTED FOR THE NEXT 35 WEEKS OVER R-K-O TIME 


Many Thanks to MR. SAM TISHMAN and MR. HARRY KALCHEIM for Courtesies Extended 


Direction—-THOS. J. FITZPATRICK 


SAILING S.S. GEORGE WASHINGTON AUGUST 19 


MEDLEY and DUPRE 


OPENING PALLADIUM, LONDON, SEPTEMBER 1 


This Week (July 19), R-K-O PALACE, NEW YORK 
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VAUDE— BURLESQUE 


VARIETY 


Vaudeville as Name-Out 


(Continued from page 1) 

a couple of years ago 

and never recovered is not the same 

entertainment now identified with 

R-K-O. That circuit is apparently 
: impress that upon 

gttempune an title change as 

audiences W! 

well as with the changed shows. 

“R-K-O Varieties” will be used 
also to cover the picture portion of 
R-K-O programs. In the past and 
at present the combination shows 
in vaudfilm theatres are described 
by two names—vaudeville and pic- 
tures. “R-K-O Varieties,” accord- 
ing to R-K-O's intentions, will take 
in both. 

None of the other vaude-playing 
circuits are known to have taken 
up the matter of a name change, but 
with R-K-O, the principal variety 
organization, making the move it’s 
held likely the others will follow 
to give their stage bills a new 
identity. 

There is a_ possibility, through 
that, that the word “variety” may 
again come into general use, after 
over 35 years, to supplant “‘vaude- 
ville.” The plural “varieties” was 
reported selected by R-K-O rather 
than the singular “variety,” due to 
the title “Variety” as a newspaper, 

35 Years Ago 

“Vaudeville,” of French origin, 
was introduced in America over 35 
years ago by the old B. F. Keith 
circuit to describe its stage shows, 
then known as “variety.” Variety 
at that time had about the same 
community standing as burlesque 
has today. It was not considered 
the best form of amusement by 
women and the better classes. 

With Keith’s change from “va- 
riety” to “vaudeville” the latter en- 
tertainment became popular with 
all classes and up until it slipped 
about four years ago had preceded 
motion pictures as this country’s 
most popular form of theatre enter- 
tainment, 

“Vaudeville” is defined in the 
Webster dictionary thusly: Vau-de- 
Vire (valley of Vire), a village in 
Normandy where such songs were 
composed. 1. A kind of lively song, 
often embodying a satire, sung to 
a familiar air in couplets with a 
refrain; a street song; a _ topical 
song. 2. A theatrical piece, usually 
comic, the dialogue or pantomime 
of which is intermingled with light 
or satirical songs, sometimes set to 
familiar airs, with dancing, etc. 
The early vaudeville, which is the 
forerunner of the opera bouffe, was 
light, graceful and piquant. 3. 
Loosely, and now commonly, va- 
riety; as to play in vaudeville; a 


the dumps 


vaudeville actor, show, etc.” 


Warner Bros.’ one-reel_ talker 
shorts (films) are called ‘“Vitaphone 
Varieties,” with which “R-K-O Va- 
rieties” may or may not be held to 
conflict. 

The passing of “Vaudeville” to 
“Variety” was indicated as general 
in thought in the vaudeville-variety 
field a year ago, when the name of 
the established National 
Vaudeville Artists (NVA) was al- 
tered to National Variety Artists, 
and the title of the Vaudeville Man- 
agers’ Association became Variety 
Managers’ Association. 


MUSICIANS CAN’T PICKET 


Nassers in Frisco Win Another 
Point in Fight With Unions 
: San Francisco, July 22. 
Nasser Brothers’ battle in the 
courts against the musicians’ union 
was marked last week by another 
Victory for the theatre operators, 
when they obtained a temporary in- 
Junction restraining the theatre as- 
s0ciations from picketing. 
i The order was granted after a 
and of argument. Nasser Brothers, 
name, besides the musicians’ 
9 Practically every other the- 
es trade union here, charge acts 
ndalism, including the dyna- 
In — their Royal theatre June 1. 
a eir action Nasser Brothers 
Seeking $300,000 damages. 


— Long Beach Full Week 

to Cal., will be added 

western unit tour as a full 

bent nstead of threé days, its cur- 
Policy, effective Friday, Aug. 1. 


epeatarting July as too early to 

a eith’s, Toledo, that house 

he remain off the R-K-O intact 
W route until later. 


Langford, doing a_ single 
net nee the death of Howard 
om ord, is teaming with Joe 

8; hoke comedian. 


olored Act Goes Back 
Under Wing of Nazarro 


After running up against stone 
walls in the ‘courts for several 
months, Ford Lee Washington and 
John W. Sublett (Buck and Bub- 
bles), colored two-act, finally had 
their tangle straightened by V.M.A. 
arbitration last week. By the 
V.M.A.’s decision, agreed to by both 
sides, the team reverts to Nat Na- 
zarro’s management under a settle- 
ment by the latter of $2,250 with 
Jacob H. Marcus. 

In a bankruptcy sale last year 
Nazarro’s personal management 
contract with Buck and Bubbles 
was auctioned to Marcus for $250. 
Marcus also paid Nazarro $1,000 for 
the act’s two-year R-K-O contract, 
under which their salary was $900. 
Of that, the team claimed, Marcus 
was receiving $250 weekly under 
terms oi the contract he bought 
from Nazarro. 

Nazarro has agreed to pay off the 
$2,250 to Marcus at $125 a week. 

Buck and Bubbles’ court appeal 
on the same matter, if continued, 
would not come up until October. 


Small Time Hollywood 


(Continued from page 1) 


stantly taken on the racket and is 
still stringing along with the jock. 
He thinks it’s his tough luck. 
Others in the same studio are also 
taking the ride but keeping it to 
themselves, figuring it’s just the 
breaks. A $25 bet across the board 
is the jockey’s end. He gets his. 

Hollywood's -original money idea 
is the fan mail gag, with a player 
paying an individual to take care 
of his fan mail. Some of the guys 
handling the mail go south with 
most of the postage. Small time, 
perhaps, but where a player sends 
out 10,000 photographs at a dime 
apiece it’s nothing to sneeze at. 
This gag has been worked since 
pictures started and is still getting 
along. 

Trick perfume, “smuggled in by a 
friend of a friend,” also is offered 
around. It’s dime store smelly, but 
the thought is romantic. 

To mention the booze racket is 
useless chatter, because nothing is 
good out here. Recently a picture 
star got a case of rye that turned 
out to be varnish. He squawked to 
his bootlegger, who sent him an- 
other case of the same stuff. An- 
other squawk and another case of 
varnish. The bootlegger collected 
for all three cases and laughed at 
the last yell. The following night 
the star was back for more. You 
can’t cure these muggs. 

Card Sharps as Extras 

Since contract bridge became pop- 
ular the studios have been infested 
by a flock of gamblers who find 
easy meat via work as extras. One 
of these card boys claims he has 
averaged $50 daily for 10 days on 
one picture. It’s a cinch to play 
fifteen rubbers in a day, and con- 
tract is murder for chumps. The 
casting director in a major studio 
had six calls in one week from 
wives of extras and bit players who 
had to turn over their pay checks 
to the gamblers. 

Extras aren’t the only ones who 
fall. A star on a Culver City lot 
contributed $2,300 for bridge lessons 
on a five-day location. . 


Fred Dempsey Dinner 


Boston, July 22. 

Because he has been a member 
and officer in No. 11 of the local 
stage hands and is leaving shortly 
to fill the secretary-treasurer post 
of the I. A. in New York to which he 
was recently elevated, Fred Demp- 
sey will be tendered a testimonial 
dinner here next Sunday night (27) 
by over 1,000 associates and friends. 

The entertainment committee in- 
cludes Charles Van, Shubert repre- 
sentative; George Curran, counsellor 
to the governor, and John C, Con- 
nor, 


After 12 weeks with the Fanchon 
& Marco Idea, “Coral,” Harry 
Howard is leaving it week July 25 
and will be replaced by Eddie Han- 
ley and Co. Howard is returning 
to his single act. 


Grand opera house, New York, 
and Tivoli, Brooklyn, indie vaud- 
filmers booked by Aiex Hanlon, 
have cut their bills from five to 
three acts for the summer. 


ORPHEUM, ST. L., VAUDFILM 


Close R-K-O—Reopening in Fali— 
New Policy for G. 0. H. 


St. Louis, July 22. 


R-K-O, operator of the St. Louis! 
theater and Grand Opera house, will 


reopen the Orpheum as a vaudfilm 
house closed two years ago. St. 
Louis will continue in its present 
vaudfilm and the Orpheum will 
have the entertainment usually 
found at the Grand Opera House. 
Grand has been steadily going down 
hill. If reopening this fall, it will 
go into “grind” film. 


Burlesque Club Will Be 
Sold for $87,500—Club 
Behind Threugh Dues 


Details of the decision of the The- 
atrical Travelers Association to 
abandon and sell its clubhouse (Bur- 
lesque Club) property at 245 W. 
48th street, because dues from its 


members are not paid in sufficient 
amounts to meet the running ex- 
penses of the organization, were 
filed in the Supreme Court Monday 
when the association got an order 
from Justice Valente permitting the 
sale of the property to Charles Ti- 
cineto for $87,500. 

The petition was. signed by 
Emmett Callahan, president; Rube 
Bernstein, first vice-president; 
Bobby Clark, second vice-president, 
and Henry Kurtzman, secretary. 
They said that the association was 
formed in 1916 to aid members of 
the profession and bring them closer 
together and that in 1923 they 
bought the property as a clubhouse 
for $40,000. They are now able to 
sell it at a good profit, they said, 
and the members have decided to 
do so because the premises are 
much larger than the association 
requires for the conduct of its busi- 
ness and the expenses of maintain- 
ing it are larger than would be 
necessary if quarters were hired 
elsewhere, as the association pro- 
poses to do. 

By the terms of the sale the as- 
sociation is to consolidate a pres- 
ent mortgage of $30,000 on the prop- 
erty with a new purchase money 
mortgage for $25,000 and will re- 
ceive $32,500 in cash, which will be 
invested, and with the income from 
the mortgage will be used to meet 
the expenses of the association. 

It has no other debts except the 
$30,000 mortgage other than current 
bills of about $50. 


Japan Trust Cuts 20% 


(Continued from page 6) 


it but suited neither the casts nor 
the public. 

The Shochiku is run like a gi- 
gantic stock company operating on 
a monthly program basis. It moves 


its stars from one theatre to an- 
other. Programs run from 5 o'clock 


to 10:30, for the Japanese like to 
feel they’re getting their money’s 
worth. The programs average four 
plays or dances each. 

173 Shows in Season 

During the season which ended 
June 30, 173 productions were pre- 
sented at the eight leading play- 
rouses of Tokyo. These are the 
only theatres that count. The rest 
are of the Bowery melodrama type. 
Of the 173 pvoductions, 23 were 
classical revivals, 19 costume re- 
vivals of plays of everyday life in 
Old Japan, 26 were dances, 40 were 
new dramas of the modern school, 
25 were revivals of modern plays, 
and 40 were comedies of all vin- 
tages. 

The Tsukiji Little Theatre (pro- 
nounced skee-jee) failed principally 
because it wasn’t large enough to 
pay expenses, It had had an excep- 
tionally good following for many 
years and had pioneered in trans- 
lations from the foreign drama. 

The Imperial theatre, long a pio- 
neer in modern Japanese drama 
and the first first-rate house to use 
actresses (most of them still use 
female impersonators), brought 
many of the world’s greatest musi- 
cians to Tokyo. With the begin- 
ning of the next season it is to be 
converted into a picture house. 


Jack McBride and Co. replace 


Sidney Page and Peggy in Fanchon 
& Marco's Idea, “Trees” Aug. 1.} 
Latter returning to vaude. } 


Mutual Managers Meet to Agree 
Upon New Layout—Open Saturday 


ARLINGTON AND SILK 
HEAD MUTUAL SHOWS 


There will be 12 new show titles 
on the Mutual burlesque wheel next 
fall. All the others will retain titles 
used on the wheel last season. 

The new monickers are “Legs and 


Laughter,” “Peek a Boo,” “Let's 
Go,” “Foolin’ Around,” Billy 
Arlington Big Show, “Pleasure 
Seekers,” “Novelties of 1930,” 


“Silk Stocking Revue,” “Speed and 
Sparkle,” “Hi Ho Everybody” and 
“Fine Feathers.” 

Contracts were signed last week 
by Mutual with Billy Arlington and 
Frank X. Silk to head new shows 
next season. This will mark their 
first time on the Mutual wheel. 

Among new Mutuals with com- 
plete personnel the following are 


listed: 
“Big Revue” — Lillian Dixon, 
starred; Bill Moran (featured 


comic), Lillian and Harry Wayne, 
Jack Kelly, straight; Harry Martine, 
English comedian; Rose Martine, 
Miss Donna, prima donna; Tom 
Breen, juvenile. 

“Girls Follies” — Walter 
Brown, Dutch comic; Gladys Clark, 
prima donna; Johnny Crosby, wop 
comic; LeRoy Kent, juve.; Frank 
Mallahan, straight; Violet Buckley, 
soub; Ruth Peeler, ingenue; Betty 
Duval, soub; Three Aces, colored 
vaude act. 

“Speed and Sparkle”—John Barry, 
tramp comic; Billy Tanner, Dutch 
comic; James X. Francis, straight: 
Evelyn Brooks, “blues” singer: 
Virgina Wheeler, specialty dancer: 
Nora Ford, soub; Four Jesters. 
vaude quartet (vocal). 

“Bare Facts’—Joe Yule, starred 
comic; Johnnie Mattise, Bozo comic; 
Mark Lea, Hebe comic; Billy Har- 
ris, straight; Ollie Nelson, juve: 
Tessie Sherman, soub: Alva Baker. 


ingenue: Billy Roberts, ingenue: 
Billie Saunders, dancer; Gary and 


Evans, colored singing act (vaude). 

Harry Steppe Big Show—Harry 
Steppe, starred comic; Wilbur 
Dobbs, Dutch; Marie Court, prima 
donna; Jeanne Steele, 
woman; Morris Lloyd, straight: 
Helen Ardell, ingenue; Sally Win- 
ston, soub; Zelda Winston, ingenue; 
George Raymond, juve. 

“Sugar Babies’”—Harry (Hello 
Jake) Fields, starred; Jack Hunt, 
tramp comic; Rags Ragland, 
eccentric; Harry C. Van, straight: 
Lew LeRoy, juve; Fay Tunis, prima 
donna; Patricia Kelly, ingenue: 
Babe Abbott, soub; Dare and Yates. 
comedy acrobats (vaude). 

“Frivolities’—George Sheldon, ec- 
centric comic; Charles Smith, 
tramp; Murray Leonard, straight; 
Bob Rogers, character juve; Violet 
Buckley, soub; Billie Holmes, in- 
genue; Betty Joyce, prima donna; 
Madeline LaVerne, specialty and 
Oriental dancer; Lou Fink, vaude 
act; Zara Lee, acrobatic vaude 
dancer, 

“Step Lively, Girls’—Harry Bent- 
ley, Dutch comic; Harry Stratton, 
Hebe; George Levy, tramp; Jack 
LaMont, straight; Evelyn Whitney, 
ingenue soub; Edith Bates, prima 
donna; Donna Davis, soub. 

“Powder Puff Revue” — Sammy 
Nelson, Hebe comic; Lou Powers, 
eccentric comedy; Bert Saunders, 


straight; Harry Allen, juve; Fran- 
ces Parks, soub; Thelma Lawrence, 
soub; Micky Mays, ingenue; The 
Boylands, vaude act. 

“Let’s Go”—Billy (Bumps) Mack, 
eccentric comic; Charles Wesson, 
eccentric; Ray Parsons, straight; 
George Hall, character; John Quigg, 
accordian specialty; Evelyn Mey- 
ers, soub; Hazel Bernard, ingenue; 
Jordan Sisters, specialty. 


“Dimpled Darlings’—Bob Startz- 
man, eccentric comic; Lee Hickman, 


tramp; Harry Connors, juve 
straight; Fritzie White, featured 
woman; Evelyn DuBois, soub; 
3etty LeVeiver, ingenue; J. J. Irv- 
ing, straight and magician; Jack 
Strauss, blackface; Sonny Hale, 
soub; Robert, Bent and Driscoll, 


dance specialty. 

“Foolin’ Around”’—Scotty Friedel], 
eccentric comic; Lou DeVine, 
Dutch; Myles Bell, straight; Jack 
3uckley, juve; Bob Freeman, char- 
acter; Esther Bert, soub; Louise 
Keller, soub; Nan Bedini, ingenue; 
Cortez and Helene, Apache dancers. 

“Get Hot”—Moran Sisters, leads; 
Alline Rogers, ingenue; Flossie De- 
Vere, featured woman; Al Hiller, 
straight; Joe Forte, Dutch comic; 
Helen Windsor, acrobatic dancer; 
Mal, Mae and May, juve second 
comic and soub. 

“Hi, Ho, Everybody”"—Joe Rose, 


principal ! 


At a meeting of the house man- 
agers on the Mutual burlesque 
wheel, held Monday (21) in New 
York, some 38 men assembled. 

They agreed: 

To open all houses on Saturday 
and close the week's engagement 
on Friday. 

That the permament house cho- 
rus should not be less than 20 girls. 

All shows and choruses are to re- 
hearse at the opening point. 

That the weekly cost of the trav- 


eling principals for each show 
should not exceed $1,400. 
Each house is to supply the 


chorines and take care of their pay 


accordingly. 
A certain amount will be paid to 
defray the transporting of the 


scenery and wardrobe, each com- 
pany to carry a few sets, with one 
traveling stagehand accompanying 
each outfit, a carpenter. 

All tickets and passes (tickets in- 
cluding those sold and unsold) must 
be turned in daily to the home of- 
fice of the Mutual. 

Each show is to have an ad- 
vance producer who travels ahead 
preparing the local chorines for the 
work they have to do in next 
week’s show numbers. 

Each show will have a company 
manager selected in New York. 

The shows will play Montreal this 
season. No attempt will be made 
to include Toronto. 

The manager’s meeting will be 
continued today (Wednesday). 

Managers Present 

A session of the Mutual show 
producers was held in the Mutual 
offices yesterday with I. H. Herk 
presiding and laying down the new 
Mutual laws. 


Among the managers present 
were Ed. Beatty, Chicago; Harry 
Winters, Toledo; Charles H. Wal- 


dron (Casino), Al Somersby (How- 
ard), Max Michaels (Gaiety), all of 
Boston; Mike Levine, Buffalo; 
Charles Bimberg, Schenectady; 
Jack Conroy, Montreal; J. Conway, 
Bridgeport; Dave Weinstock, Prov- 
idence; Sam Golstein, Springfield; 
J. Fitzpatrick, Worcester; Bob 
Travis, Columbus; Harry Winters, 
Dayton; W. Pickens, St. Louis; 
Fred Reider, Kansas City; Arthur 
Clamage, Detroit; Dick Zeisier, 
Cleveland; Jack Garrison, Union 
City, N. J.; William B. Watson, Pat- 


erson, N. J.; Max Cohen, Philadel- 
phia; Hon, Nickel, Baltimore; 
George Jaffee, Pittsburgh; James 


Lake, Washington; James Suther- 
land, Newark; Jimmy James, Amer- 
ican, N. Y.; Charles Burns, 14th 
Street, Irving Place, N. Y.; Sam 
Raymond, Star, Brooklyn; Harold 
Raymond, Gayety, Brooklyn; Billy 
Minsky and Joseph Weinstock, 
Apollo (125th St.), N. Y. 


16 ACTS FOR WHEEL 
FROM CHI AUDITION 


Chicago, July 22. 
About 40 acts appeared at the 
Princess Saturday for an audition 
before I. H. Herk and Abe Last- 
fogel, as Mutual Wheel prospects. 
Some 16 contracts were handed 
out, including Provol, ventriloquist; 


Dawn Sisters, Clark and Clifford, 
Tripoli Trio, Inez and DeWynn, 
Suprise Three, Emerson Trio and 
Unusual Quartet. 

Mutual’s Third Chi House 


99 


Chicago, July 22. 
Rialto here will become a Mutual 
house, opening around Labor Day. 
In previous years Aaron Jones 
has turned all burlesque proposals. 
This gives the Mutual wheel 
three houses here. Other two are 
liaymarket and Empress. 


Minskys Play Mutuals 
Under a new agreement the 125th 
Street (Apollo), New York (Min- 
sky), is going to play the Mutual 
shows. It will not attempt any 
stock show to break it up. 
The house girls will be permanent. 


boob comic; Harry Seymore, Dutch; 
Harry Hill, eccentric comic; Pat 
Kearney, character; Henri Keiler, 
straight; Florence Nioma, prima 
donna; May Allen, soub; Jane Vi- 
tale, soub; Steward and Barnes, 


vaude specialty. 
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VAUDE HOUSE REVIEWS 


Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


turn up ahead didn’t seem to matter. the show. Pathe News was 
R-K-O UNIT SHOW Mactaleh's turn slipped the Dill PALACE switched to the end of the bill in PALACE 
(Madison, Brooklyn) the right sort of closing punch and (St. Vaude) order to speed up the arrival of the (Vaudfilm) 


Second of the R-K-O four-act 
road shows for the western route 
to receive an eastern break-in play- 
ed well for all its 71 minutes at the 
first performance Saturday. Cut to 
about an hour, as it probably was 
by the second show, it should play 
even better. That's enough for R- 
K-O at the $2,850 (top) salary list 
for the four acts; and should be 
enough for any R-K-O audience at 
the R-K-O admish with a feature 
picture accompanying . 

As with the first intact bill, which 
opened at the Madison the week 
before, this one is pointed at a 
standard of entertainment which R- 
K-O is attempting to set in the west 
through these units. The first re- 
quisite for the intacts is pace, and 
this one has it. It’s good entertain- 
ment of the brief and snappy sort, 
as it stood at the first show, and 
will be snappier wilh the 10 min- 
utes out. Those 10 minutes can eas- 
ily be located, because they stand 
prominently out. 

Need of the “fix’’ in these shows 
which are to be gone on the road for 
40 weeks, is the reason for the New 


York break-ins. Here the booking 
staff may view the bills and get 
them in shape for the road playing, 
whereas formerly under the out-of- 
town opening plan the bills were 
not set before a couple of weeks of 
playing, and sometimes not alto- 
gether at their best anywhere on 
the route because no one who knew 
was around to make suggestions. 

The acts on the unit, playing in 
this order, are Four Peaches and a 
Jay, Johnny Hyman, Joseph E. 
Howard and Co., and Jack Mc- 
Lallen and Sarah. What could go 
out from the 71 minutes as pre- 
sented Saturday matinee are How- 
ard’s encore song and speech, and 
as many moments necessary from 
McLallen’s turn. Latter did 28 min- 

utes. The act is the type that can 
‘cut or add at any point. What cut- 
ting is done in McLallen’s routine 
could be left to him, for he probably 
knows what is best liked. 

Four Peaches and a Jay, four 
girls and a boy, provided a zippy 
song and dance start on full stage. 
Most attractive item here is the 
youth of all the members, also their 
good looks. This bill, in the Peaches 
and the acts that follow, has plenty 
of young blood and would be 100% 
if not for a couple of exceptions. 

The Peaches are singer, tap dan- 
cer, acrobat and pianiste, and the 
Jay is an eccentric stepper doing 
difficult splits and floor mopping 
“overs.” It has been dolled up in 
the ladies’ clothes department since 
last seen, also it has become a 
smoother piece of production with 
the members now seemingly more 
sure of themselves and their audi- 
ences. This was particularly no- 
ticeable in the singing girl, a cute 
and comely little crooner, who 
warbles a solo and then does a 
“tease” chorus over the foots with 
the orchestra leader. Latter has 
none of the usual offensive quali- 
ties when done by others. It’s a 
number that fits in the act and 
should continue to until an out-of- 
town leader’s wife squawks. But 
there’s always at least one single 
guy in the pit bands. 

Johnny Hyman, No. 2, did 12 min- 
utes of play on words on the black- 
board, just about right for this bill 
in running time. Hyman’s stuff is 
bright and smart, and he gives it 
plenty of local slants wherever play- 
ing. He: guessed right in figuring 
the Brooklyn Dodgers, leading the 
National League at present, as the 
big topic in Brooklyn, and the Madi- 
son audience’s response verified it. 
Brooklyn is a hot baseball town— 
when its team is on top. Such se- 
lection by Hyman of local material 
is bound to keep him interesting all 
along the line. In Hyman’s black- 
board writing of words and rhmyes 
there is a chance for the mention 
and plug of the R-K-O circuit and 


name. Something about t-K-O 
should be used if it can be without 
cheapening the act, and it can be. 
No use passing up wide open 
chances. 

Jos. E. Howard, next to closing, 
is doing a new turn (New Acts) 


with two young women supporting, 
both wearing old fashioned clothes 
for a once across the stage while 
Howard sings his old songs. Besides 
decorating, one of the girls doubles 


in song in a fair soprano. Act was 
very well received, maybe well 
uenough for one of those stock 


speeches at the Palace, but Howard 
shouldn't permit himself to be fool- 
ed into a “God bless you” in this 
unit bill, where the keynote is 
speed. His encore song in “one” 
was okay, but not so necessary that 
the bill can’t do without it. 
McLallen’s 28 minutes went for 
cross-fire at different times between 
the boss and his assistants, Sarah 
and the stooge (wop), and Mc- 
Lallen’s pedestal dance on roller 
skates, the boy’s accordion solo and 
some singing at the finish by Sarah. 
This Sarah is a new one, having 
replaced the original (Mrs. Mc- 
Lallen, retired) a short time ago. 
She's a handsome girl with a knack 
of doing dumdora_ straight and 
later singing so well the all-singing 


had them applauding after the last 
curtain. That's a pretty important 
feature. 

Madison's picture with this bill 
was “The Social Lion” (Par). These 
units are built to play with all pic- 
tures, good and bad, and booked 
with purpose of serving up enough 
entertainment to make the bad ones 
look rot so bad and the good ones 
so much better. Bige. 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 


Through an added 38-minute 
picture, “Bottom of the World,” 
Kohler-Larsen expedition to the 
South Pole, as an added attraction, 
vaude bill is kept down to four acts. 
Regular feature is “Hell's Island” 
(Col). An agreeable show, with 
sufficient variety und enough of a 
punch from the stage to insure Al- 
bee a chance at grosses. Runs three 
hours, seven minutes. 

Booking of extra film attraction 
apparently Albee’s way of fighting 
Fox, nearby with its lowered scale 
and heavy show. Admissions here 
remain the same as before Fox 
started to slash tariffs. 

Vaude is headlined by Joe Smith 
and Charles Dale. They are doing 
their Avon Comedy Four act, “A 
Hungarian Rhapsody,’ with Mario 
and Lazarin. In returning to this 
act for R-K-O, no changes that 
could be noticed have been made. 
Over strong here. Few of the laughs 
in the restaurant and doctor scenes 
went by the board. 

Closing the show left next to shut 
for the Diamond Boys, who mopped 
up with their dancing and clowning 
cyclone, A side crack by the eldest 
of the trio indicated they had missed 
a rehearsal here before opening, but 
it wouldn’t have been noticed from 
the performance given. A great lit- 
tle act especially well sold. 

That modest and attractive little 
coloratura soprano, Fleurette Jeof- 
frie, was second. She did excep- 
tionally well but:closed wrong with 
Oriental garb and a couple old far 
eastern pops, including “Japanese 
Sand Man.” Her coloratura solo 
prompting this, clicks more certain- 
ly and if reserved for the direct 
close would doubtless send Miss 
Jeoffrie off stronger. 

James Evans and Co., juggling 
(New Acts), opened, getting across 
nicely. Evans is assisted in his foot- 
juggling by a woman who gets the 
“company” billing. 

For the news spot, Pathe’s sound 
reel. 

Despite opposition from Fox with 
that deluxer’s lowered scale, Albee 
is getting moderately good play for 
this time of year. Plenty hot Satur- 
day afternoon but house about 
three-fourths filled on lower floor, 
with sprinkling of kids noticed. 

Albee is nicely sold from outside, 
with enough billboards, banners, 
etc., to attract the folks along Ful- 
ton avenue and thereabouts. Char. 


58TH STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 


Pretty hot Sunday afternoon, 
though nice inside the cool 58th. A 
three-quarter audience, there for 
“Love Among Millionaires’’ (Par), 
a six-act vaude bill and the cool- 
ing plant chill was comfortable, at 
least. 

How the acts felt about the 
weather is probably another story. 
Likely as not they didn’t care for it 
at all. Taking pratt falls under 
grease paint when walking in the 
Shade is like walking through an 
oven. While for those, if any, who 
came in from a sleeper jump Fri- 
day night, that Saturday and Sun- 
day heat in New York probably was 
a pleasure. 

The six turns at the 58th seemed 
well within the summer budget. 
Three are new acts, at least in the 
files, and two of the three might 
have been “showing” here. 

Paul Morton (New Acts), closing 
the show. He has a line of eight 
girls, blonde dancer and foil, and a 
man ballad singer for company. 
Turn is heavy on mountings and 
sets, a good-looking affair from 
Start to finish. It’s a flash act in 
spite of the comedy pace setting by 
Morton, and if not too big in the 
salary department could find a spot 
on the short bills. 

Steve Savage and Co. (New Acts), 
sub-billed “In Havana,” was No. 4. 
Although not as well suited to clos- 
ing as Morton’s turn, could more 
easily have followed the latter than 
vice versa. When Morton went into 
his stew routine it was the second 
on the bill. Savage did the first, 
and mixed his with a clever eccen- 
tric dance. Third for New Acts, 
Jackson and Clifford, two-man com- 
edy act, next to closing. 

Gold and Raye were second with 
their dancing, filling their custom- 
ary spot and doing as well as usual, 
with Eva Clarke in the trey. Miss 
Clarke, one time prima with Zieg- 
feld shows, retains her looks and 
voice, but could use some more suit- 
able numbers. A flower song, dur- 
ing which she tosses seven roses to 
the audience, is best. The pop med- 
ley with which Miss Clarke closed 
couldn't follow. The flower song at 
the end might bring her back for an 
encore, which the medley didn’t ac- 
complish. That way she could en- 
core with the medley or leave them 
wanting more. Man at the piano. 
-Opener, Diaz and Powers. : Bige. 


Lill of Palace quality, but rather 
different in composite effect. The 
E-ddie Dowling turn with its group 
of old timers and Dowling himself 
acting as sort. of m, c., serves as a 
kinda theme idea, furnishing a 
sentimentat background for the 
general program frame-up. 

The Dowling turn gives a new 
twist to the familiar “old timers 
week” by reason of the attractive 
manner in which this personable 
entertainer brings the variety stars 
of other days forward. interpreting 
as it were in terms understandable 
to the yaudeville generality the 
significance of such bridging from 
the old schocl of variety to the new. 

The audience reaction at the 
cpening Saturday show spoke vol- 
umes for the loyalty of the old 
guard that still follows the spe- 
cialty division of show business. 
Dowling himself used up about 15 
minutes for his single act as pre- 
lin.inary to ‘he introduction of the 
old timers, and then brought them 
out one at a time and as a group 
in their “cake waik” finish, the 
veterans using up about half an 
hour at the end of the show on the 
hottest July 19 on the _ books. 
“Variety’s” very literal reporter 
took up a position at the rear of 
the house and there was not a 
single walk out. To anybody who 
knows his Palace, that covers the 
situation. (The Dowling act was 
reported on in detail last week 
when it played the Albee in Brook- 
lyn). 

Opening was Wilfred Du Bois, 
typical No 1 of the old fashioned 
program billeca as ‘“‘jongleur distin- 
gue,” with the touch of exagger- 
ated swank that used to charac- 
terize billing. A simple juggler 
minus patter and confining himself 
to his proper specialty. Whole act 
trimly framed for its spot. Person- 
able performer, with = attractive 
audience approach and, for a 
change working entirely alone and 
without the modern device of hav- 
ing a girl—preferable one without 
too much clothes and plenty of 
shape—to give a modest offering a 
semblance of importance. 

Chaney and Fox (New Acts) held 
forth No, 2, rather breaking away 
from the old time atmosphere with 
their sophisticated Continental 
dance act, creation growing out of 
their recent foreign travels. 

Medley and Duprey followed on, 
returning to the general mood of 
the program. Here is a mixed 
ccmedy duo typical of any of the 
teams of an older day depending 
vpon strong arm clowning, man do- 
ing “nut” and woman foiling—such 
a turn for instance as that done 
many years ago by Stinson and 
Merton, cited as fairly representa- 
tive of a type of act without refer- 
ence to detail of material. 

Return of Karyl Norman after 
absence from the circuits of several 
years again reverts to a bygone 
vaudeville program. Not that Nor- 
man himself is especially a veteran 
in point of years—at that he was 
a standard turn in “Variety’s ” files 
in 1920—but the style was once a 
staple of vaudeville. Norman ap- 
pears to depreciate the old type 
turn to the extent of an announce- 
ment to the effect that he is not 
a “female impersonator,” but rather 
a “character delineator.” 

His turn is not much changed in 
essence and the Palace welcomed 
him with great enthusiasm, an en- 
thusiasm which he abused by hold- 
ing on for 26 minutes by taking ad- 
vantage of the noisy applause of an 
obvious minority. He made the 
gesture of departure at the end of 
20 minutes and that would have 
been plenty. The added 6 minutes 
weakened his whole effect. 

Act is newly and beautifully 
dressed and has a new item ina 
not very accurate impersonation ,of 
Ruth Chatterton in her “Madame 
X” character, nicely done. But the 
real standard item remains the 
tricky handling of “Daisy Days” 
with alternate use of heavy bari- 
tone notes and the falsetto pseudo- 
soprano. Comedy finish of the flap- 
per doesn’t add to the turn’s gen- 
eral effect, perhaps because it came 
here as something added to enough. 

Lester Allen and Nellie Breen are 
strictly modern in style and sub- 
stance of act made out of Miss 
Breen’s cheerful presence, Allen's 
characteristic clowning—it still 
seems he tries too hard—and the 
capital stepping of both ends of. the 
team. 

Allen,. who served as master of 
ceremonies for a recent Palace bill, 
again doubles. This time he follows 
himself and Miss Breen working in 
the following turn, William Halli- 
gan’s unctuous playing of the Rob- 
ert Middlemass sketch “Pre-War 
Scotch,” a sketch so rich in 
chuckles that it cannot but recall 
the fact that there are nowadays 
too few suave comedians of Halli- 
gan’s. sort. You could probably 
count on the fingers of the famous 
one-armed paper hanger the strictly 
talking sketches in modern vaude- 
ville that stand up. There used to 
be almost as many as there are 
now flash girl dance revues. Of 
the few that are on view now this 
15-minute frolic is one of the best 
just as Halligan is one of tha few 
comedians capable of sustaining 15 
nega of quiet comedy in vaude- 
ville, 


That completed the first half of 


show's feature, the Dowling ‘“Sur- 
prise” which closed the show fol- 
lowing Walter “Dare” Wahl, who 
opened intermission and with his 
capital character comedy creation 
and paved the way nicely for the 
Dowling single which introduced 
the old timer group made up of 
Sam Morton, Corinne, Lizzie Wil- 
son, Josephine Sabel, Tom Harris 
and Dave Genaro, a real Palace 


riot. Rush. 
86TH STREET 
(Vaudfilm) 
An accident or not, although 


more likely just one of those hap- 
penings, the 86th St.’s first half was 
a pip of a vaude layout, chockful 
of talent, novelty and entertain- 


ment, and a cinch to go out as an 
R-K-O unit as is with the elimina- 
tion of one or the other of the 


single acts. These were Dora 
Maughn (New Acts) and Jack 
Ostermam Osterman is slated for 


an R-K-O tour with a unit. 

Miss Maughn’s' booking must 
have been a last-minute fill-in, as 
the American comedienne, away in 
England, on the Continent and to 
Australia and South Africa for over 
two years, only got in on the 
“Paris” Thursday, jumping into the 
86th St. two days later. It’s a 
cinch two strong singles like her- 
self and Osterman would otherwise 
not be booked in deliberately. 

Three of the five turns are under 
New Acts. One such was Ann 
Boland and Co, the opener, headed 
by a personality beaut who, while 
having a nice enough skit, should 
throw the company away and team 
with a strong male partner to get 
somewhere as a two-act. 

No. 2 were Ralph Rogers and 
Elsie Donnelly, vaude vets, who 
work burlesky spots. The 
“count” in one bit of biz with a 
trombone in the pit for musical aid 
was altogether too National Win- 
tergarden, and while a great laugh- 
getter, even from the unwilling 
ones, because it was so naturally 
pulled, it’s not for nice audiences 
and more stag stuff. The woman, 
a statuesque type, could dress to 
better advantage and might give 
the wardrobe department a little 
attention, 

Dora Maughn and “Moneymoon,’ 
musical tab, were both new, in se- 
quence. Latter flash would nor- 
mally have closed, but owing to the 
conflicting singles Jack Osterman 
was grooved for the farewell hole. 
Osterman is one of the funniest of 
the younger comedians and should 
be a full-fledged Broadway star in 
no time at the intelligently pro- 
gressive pace he has been going. 
His stuff is great. It’s funny, 
human, cannily paced and switched 
for best effect. 

Osterman is careless, flip, fly and 
at times flamboyant in his in- 
souciance, ad libbing anything he 
pleases and making them all like 
it; not just the usual confidential 
asides. From plugging Mrs. Ger- 
son’s fudge to 32 rue Blondel and 
the Hotel Scribe, Paris, Osterman 
interpolates in such manner as to 
please the customers generally as 
well as the particular targets he 
Sims for individually in the audi- 
ence. 

The manner in which the cus- 
tomers regarded Clara Bow’s “Love 
Among the Millionaires” might be 
of interest to Paramount in gauging 
neighborhood reactions. This pa- 
looka film doesn’t help Clara, Abe 


STATE 


(Vaudfilm) 

One of those dud bills, as unin- 
spired as this dog-day weather or 
the general slip-shoddiness of the 
State and everything about the 
house. 

Show was heavy on the women, 
both ways. Trixie Friganza topped 
it for avoirdupois and also billing 
distinction. Miss Friganza makes 
‘em like it although she’s adding on 
a little of the Eddie Leonard sob 
stuff for the final convincer. 

France and La Pell open 
expert risley stuff. Turn is 
dango in trimmings. Woman 
all the aerial work. 

Bernard and Townes twiced 
ventionally with piano stuff. Some 
of their dialog hoke is floppo and 
can stand refurbishing. 

Naro Lockford and Co. away 
from the orthodox adagio routines, 
mixing up the whirling school of 
Russian ballet work with some 
knockabout comedy. Lili deMuthe, 
red Freddin, Errik Andrews and 
Maurice are in support. 

Trixie Friganza next, followed by 
Barry and Lancaster’s “Little Cafe” 
skit which got some laughs. 
“Headin’ for Harlem,” colored tab 
featuring Josie Carole, closed. Josie 
is no featherweight and not a par- 
ticularly engaging coon-shouter. 
Too much the mammy type. Act 
sticks to the plantation idea wholly 
and never fulfills the import of the 
title which might have been de- 
veloped to lead into a Harlem night 
club finale, denoting the evolution 
of plantation strummers and dan- 
cers to Harlem technique. 


with 
fan- 
does 


con- 


Chicago, Jul 

Here's a five-act layout a. 
all the way, without being sensa 
tional and not especially costly, 

An opening flash, neat and ‘not 
over-done; a good novelty in No 2. 
a dash of the familiar double with 
song and dance; low comedy; anda 
good gaggy comedy to close. 

Practically every minute this kina 
of show is good entertainment, and 
with Louise Groody and Neville 
Fleeson in No. 3, and Georgie Price 
closing, had two acts that were 
show stoppers. 

Elizabeth Morgan and company. 
cute blonde and four boys, opened 
with a dancing routine that blos. 
somed into nice ballroom and q 
good Spanish number. It has reg. 
ular continuity and a good pace, 
Two boys doing comedy “s€@w" dou- 
ble got a big salvo. 

Paul Kirkland, with a girl for 
the s. a., followed with his - ose. 
balancing comedy and ladder dane. 
ing. It is noticeable how good com. 
edy in the No. 2 groove loosens up qa 
house. 

Groody and Fleeson had easy 
pickings with a strictly regular act 
of its kind, he at the piano, she in 
the songs and short dance inter- 
lude. A suave assistant, Fleeson, 
Miss Groody’s “Anna _ Christie” 
take-off on Greta Garbo was weak 
in dialect but strong on the char. 
acter. Harlem gal, on the other 
hand, showed the reverse, and yaller 
gal characterization needs deeper 
impersonation for a strong finish, 
Act is just a month old and is tak- 
ing final form. 

Roy Cummings, with his knock- 
about and rouzhing up his foil, a 
great looker, simply goaled ‘em. 
Price, closing, told the story about 
his uncle, the synagogue and the 
cathedral to make them sit up, and 
walloped with his short impersona- 
tions, particularly the Will Rogers 
twang. Could have stayed longer 
than his 25 minutes and curtain 
speech. 

‘Dangerous Nan McGrew” (Par), 
Pathe news and a “Mickey Mouse” 
short. Business was excellent the 
first show, the patrons coming off 
the hot outside in droves. Loop. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


(F. & M. “Peasants”) 
; Brooklyn, July 19. 

Show below average, with weak- 
ness mainly on screen. Feature is 
“Rough Romance” (Fox), a story of 
the northwest lumber camps, usual- 
ly villainy, etc. Running only 53 
minutes, management had room for 
a 10-minute short in the Screen 
Snapshots series (Columbia), plus 
usual Fox Moxietone News and 
plenty of trailers. House is trailer- 
ing folks to death here on low ad- 
missions, special midnight features, 
coming shows, new tieups, Contests, 
etc. 

Discounting expected deficit at 
this time through weather, beaches, 
week-ends and vacations, the Fox 
deluxer had a good crowd at the 
first Saturday mat. About three- 
quarters capacity. Not half bad, 
considering everything. Since prices 
for kids came down to l5dc. at all 
times, youngsters are making up 
large part of the audience. Plenty 
in evidence Saturday afternoon, 
mostly with folks accompanying. 
Grownups pay 50c. 

Besides the stage F. & M. “‘Pease- 


features include Bob West at the 
organ. West gives a longer recital 
than most organists, taking 10 min- 
utes and going through a lot of 
different numbers, mostly pops, with 
audience giving him that much- 
desired vocal support. Fresence of 
the kids, always willing to jump in 
with their tonsil caiisthenics, results 
in heavier singing with West than 
otherwise would be the case. This 
week he calls it “Making Whoopee.” 

Idea is laid in a quaint, Swiss 
setting, with the peasant angle car- 
ried out in sostumes, plus presence 
of two goats who, though a little 
lazy most of the time, do their little 
bit by walking a heavy rope. A Par 
unit some weeks ago had a goat 
scheme also. 

A mixed ensemble of 18, divided 
equally, augment the atmosphere of 
the Idea with several novel routines, 
including one in which the men 
work in cow skins. They are the 
Belcher Dancers. 

Comedy is shouldered by Gen- 
eral Ed Lavine, juggler, working in 
misfit army uniform and trying for 
laughs more than audience appre- 


ciation of his juggling skill, and 
Johnson and curiously 
enough, jugglers also. They do @ 


hat-juggling act heavily relieved by 
laughs. Both acts were liked though 
far from being sensations. In order 
to carry out the peasantry touch, 
Johnson and Duker appear as farm- 
ers, 

Hit of the Idea is June Worth, 
acrobatic dancer, with plenty of new 
stuff in her routine, executed with 
utmost of grace and smoothness. 
Close follow-up and surely second 
best act in the presentation the 
Diehl Sisters, comedy singing-danc- 
ing team. They do a Spanish num- 
ber opening, followed by a _ bur- 
lesqued adagio. Both the Diehl girls 
are comediennes of the sort that 
quickly ingratiate themselves. 

Al Lyons, permanent m.c. here, 
leads the stage band and for his 
big spot appears down front to play 


“A Lady of Scandal,” feature. 
Abel. 


(Continued on page 44) 


ants” Idea, running 37 minutes, flesh - 
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Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


PARAMOUNT 


(Unit-“Varietrix”) 
New York, July 18. 
agreeable show all around, de- 
| ed to please the more discrim- 
nating of audiences. Picture stands 
to draw usual William Powell fans, 
plus others and ought to hold up 
‘grosses nicely everywhere. It’s “For 
the Defense” (Par) and plenty ab- 


bing throughout. 
vretace show, “Varietrix,” is what 


might have resulted if the order to 
the producer had been to try to 

t together a unit that was the 
nearest approach to a vaude show 
without the use of olio drops and 
house annunciators. 

Jack Partington has built his unit 
clearly along vaude lines, routining 
the different acts and sequences 
that make it up in a true variety 
manner. Title is partly indicative of 
the idea embraced. 

The Foster Acrobatic Girls, 11, 
open in a Roman-type set reminis- 
cent of the sort many dumb acts in 
vaude use. They first do a fence 
dance, then mount to trapeze for 
routines of a highly effective and 
somewhat complicated nature. These 
girls, all lookers, had to be acrobaic 
as well as dancers. Beauty of the 
rdutine in air is the unison of the 
dance-like stuff indulged. A circus 
could well copy the idea—and prob- 


ably will. 

‘ For what would fill the No. 2 spot 
fn vaude is the Norman Thomas 
Quintet, billed for this unit as 
“Rhythm Hotel” with the Five Siz- 
gling Syncopators. Explanation for 
different billing does not seem to 
present itself. Tap team from the 


Thomas five opens in “one.” That 
looks like real vaude and the more 
real through being in deluxe sur- 
roundings. Then to fullstage, the 
others are revealed, including the 
drummer, hit of the act in vaude 
as well as here with his snappy 
drumstick work. Thomas’ solo is 
“Cryin’ for the Caroline,” with pro- 
duction behind it and clever light- 
ing for shadow effect. The strong- 
est link in the unit, this act. Took 
several bows as in vaude, and with 
no m.c. around, that added more of 
the variety touch. 

Third Gifford and Gresham, com- 

edy team with an unbilled girl do- 
ing a boop-la-doop number and 
clowning but mostly as an. excuse 
for the other’s antics. Except for 
the fact that it was necessary to 
place the Thomas act “second,” as 
it works in full and fullstage, is 
needed for the finish, Gifford and 
Gresham would have been better out 
of next to closing. Spot rightly be- 
longs to Thomas. 
s: While Gifford and Gresham score 
fairly well, it is largely on the 
strength of their brief ventriloquism 
bit, outstanding. Some of the ma- 
terial preceding is weak, excepting 
fer the converted Smith and Dale 
gag that elicks. It’s the one about 
the guy protecting the girl all alone 
in the big house from burglars. 

A flash act for the close. That’s 
the Kemmys, with Eva Ivey, adagio 
dancers and acrobats, in an elab- 
orate garden set with the Foster 
Girls doubling for background at- 
mosphere. Kemmys (three) are 
better acrobats than adagio expo- 
nents. They forget their acrobatic 
stance when dancing and thus ap- 
pear too slow and theatrical, as 
though priming themselves too much 
for each move. 
unusual form and in spite of a slight 
miss at the Friday night show, kept 
her head nicely. 

Kemmys are a deadsure hit in 
their acrobatic routines, forming 
various intricate, original combina- 
tions that call for more than ordi- 
nary skill and endurance. Smooth- 
ness of their work gives it much of 
its surefire appeal. 

Partington has staged his vaude- 
type unit with something of an un- 
derstanding of values as they exist 
ind the variety houses. If Publix 
ever decides to veer away from the 
now common standardization of 
stage shows, with bands and m. c.’s, 
this Producer will be ready. 

It occurs in givine “ 
Close once-over that the various 
pee making up a unit built on this 
a have a far better chance of 
‘at with audiences. There are 
otk Stage musicians, m. c.’s and 

a to detract from the value. 
Pa time, 36 minutes and 
be Sn crammed into that, con- 

Daw the four acts. 
‘eae Rubinoff back after a few 
S across the East River. He's 
the Paramount or- 
ing the — his usual dash, lead- 
calleq men in a compilation 

T d “French Echoes.” 
concert turns to heavier 
Uecsent for the sake of diversity 
“A stully attempts to interpolate 

strains at one point of 


River’ into the overture 
what js enews. Slides announce 
might — done in case anyone 
Sure Jesse Crawford is 
an Or something. Mrs. Craw- 
; not around this week. 
Paramount Sound News, with 


Varietrix” the’ 


Miss*Ivey displays | 


sandwiched trailer, and “Dizzy 
Dishes,” Par cartoon, round out 
show. Seldom is there room found 
for talking shorts on deluxe shows. 
A 62-minute feature upset the 
precedent. 

Business good Monday night.Char, 


EMBASSY 


(Newsreel) 


New Yoork, July 21. 
The poorest 46 minutes of news- 
reel entertainment this little band- 
box has yet had. <Any poorer and 
it will have to make its own hot 
news. There's nearly everything on 
the new program excepting strong 


interest current events, with more 
than what’s wise given over to the- 
atrical stuff, several acts and night 
clubs having a red letter day of it. 

Business considerably off Monday 
night with the extreme heat. Why 
a house like the Embassy, with its 
two-bit scale, doesn’t profit as a 
cooling-off spot for overheated New 
Yorkers is explained only by the 
theory that most rush for the coun- 
try or beaches on most devitalizing 
nights, or prefer to remain at home 
in as much comfort as possible. 

New show contains 29 clips, with 
Hearst-Movietone getting the edge 
for once with 15. 

Most important item and figuring 
as opened through the revolts in 
India, but, like shots coming in for 
last week’s bill, mot very sensa- 
tional. What purports to be plenty 
hell in Bombay seems like a milling 
circus crowd. Topping shots of po- 
lice dispersing crowds during a salt 
raid also rather tame, with most of 
the yelling sounding as though it 
was prompted by the cameramen. 

Talk, pro and con, on ratification 
of naval treaty in Washington by 
Senators Robinson (Ark.) and Hale 
(Maine), respectively, next. Though 
his remarks strikes a rather rabid 
tone, Hale’s is the best speech. 

With the season on for racing and 
sports, what seems like half of the 
show devotes itself to these outdoor 
events, with one after another. 
There’s much too much of it all, 
considering the news value. 

Inserted in this sequence, appar- 
ently for flavor and a couple of 
laughs, that part of the routine of 
Nelson cat act from vaude in which 
two toms box each other. 

The. other theatrical stuff costume 
display at Oakland’s Club, New 
York; Ramon and Rosita in a ball- 
room routine at El Patio, New 
York; chorus of Swiss yodelers in 
Paris, badly recorded; Denishawn 
dance pupils in ballet work at a 
Bronx beach; William Gillette, 72- 
year-old actor, running a miniature 
train he has on his estate in Con- 
necticut; and Will Doxey, son of 
Rep. Doxey of Mississippi, telling 
some jokes and topping with a song. 
Latter bad because boy’s voice fails 
to record clearly. 

Searcity of live news is further 
indicated by such clips as mountain 
climbing at Mount Ranier; rules on 
how to keep hubby, enunciated by a 
’Frisco spinster; and puff talks by 
District Attorney Summerfield and 
Judges Bartlett and Moran of Reno 
on liberal divorce laws of that lo- 
cality. 

A little more humor in new bill 
than usual, but that fails to com- 
pensate for other deficits. Char. 


MICHIGAN 
(“Rolling »Along”—Unit) 
Detroit, July 19. 

Needing a good fast snappy show 
for a two-week run caused by 
booking in “Our Blushing Brides” 
for two weeks, this one runs 25 
minutes and is an eyeful. Called 
“Rolling Along’ merely for a name, 
it features Cy Landry and Di Ga- 
tanos. Both performed creditably, 
but it was the general appearance 
and the chorus work that stood out. 

Entire unit produced here by Ed. 
J. Weisfeldt. Unit costs no more 
than $5,000, with that estimate prob- 
ably high. If Publix ever go back 
to producing locally it will be be- 


cause such good work as this is 
being done. Entire unit produced 
in three days including drops. 
Opens with six large mammy 
dummys coming out, from behind 


which 12 line girls go into a snappy 


dance. This line is as good as has 
been seen here this year. Girls 
learn at least two new routines a 


week for the next week’s show while 
doing this week’s. Doing four shows 
a day and rehearsing a couple of 
hours in the morning is a tough job. 

Scrim goes up on band doing a 


hot routine with radium effect. 
Landry follows. He been 
through here with units and has 


played this house several times, but 
it didn’t affect his reception. Lan- 
dry’s stuff is still so far superior to 
his imitators that he had no trouble 
in stopping the show. 

The line then pulled the smart 
routine of the season. Doing an 
apache dance with dummies a la 
Tommy Wonder, they showed lots of 
class. 

The Di Gatanos followed with a 
comedy apache that was particu- 
larly well handled for laughs. The 
line came on for a four-minute rou- 
tine with international effect. Pairs 
of the girls doing different dance 
such as Spanish, Chinese, etc. 

House played to large audience. 
“Our Blushing Brides” drew them 


in. Lee. 


ROXY 


(Presentation) 
New York, July 18. 


Entering the Roxy, first thought 
is that a few extra pounds of the 
old frigidaire wouldn't hurt the cus- 
tomers, but the sane cooling system 
is something which some of the 
other Broadway ice-boxes might 
well emulate, notably the State and 
the Winter Garden. There they put 
the ice cakes on with a vengeance, 
whereas Roxy’s chilled atmosphere 
is pleasantly agreeable and certainly 
unconducive to damage. One no- 
tices this more and more as the sit- 
ting time progresses, and how com- 
fortable the atmosphere is without 
any noticeable frigidity. When one 
begins to wonder whether it’s really 
cold without, the almost overwhelm- 
ing hot winds of the Square proves 
that soon enough on exit. 

Still a parallel might be drawn 
from this as regards the equally 

greeable stage portion, although 
not as much can be said for the 
weak feature, “Wild Company” 
(Fox), distinguished only for one 
individual performance. 

The good stage show may over- 
come the feature’s deficiencies, al- 
though it proved beyond the stage 
portion last week when “Rogue 
Song” (Tibbett-Metro) seemed to 
head the house for a near-low. 

The hits of the Roxy this week 
are in form of the permanent Roxy 
Symphony Orchestra and the hold- 
over Harriet Hoctor, premier bal- 
lerina. Joseph Littau conducting 
the symphonists in Maurice Ravel's 
“Bolero,” 15-minute overture, al- 
most stole the show. This color- 
fully maddening modern composi- 
tion, which Arturo Toscannini and 
his New York Philharmonic per- 
formed in Paris last spring, was as 
expertly performed by the Roxy or- 
chestra. An unusually lengthy mu- 
sical work for a picture house, its 
orchestral nuances made one for- 
get the clock, and if there was any 
doubt, the orchestra’s twice previ- 
ous radio broadcasts of Ravel's 
“Bolero” assured them of its favor- 
able acceptance as a regular presen- 
tation overture. Littau’s men were 
almost ovated by the warm recog- 
nition. 

A bucolic silhouette, running a 
snappy five minutes, featured Rose 
and Arthur Boylan, M. Vodnoy and 
“Daisy,” hokum horse, in an engag- 
ing “down on the farm” tid-bit, all 
in black against rose. 

A 17th century legend was inter- 
estingly portrayed in song by the 
Russian Cathedral Choir, Nina Pols- 
ley, Nicholas Vasilieff, M. Vodnoy 
and the Roxy male chorus. 

Those unusual 32 Roxyettes, di- 
rected by Russell E. Markert and 
staged by William V. Powers, per- 
formed another of their unusual 
line routines, an equestrian idea 
which will probably be revived 
some time hencé just as some of 
their former routines have been re- 
vived from time to time by request. 

Fox Movietone-Hearst Metrotone 
news was heavy on the Bobby 
Jones. His nifty 40-foot putt was 
an applause getter even as a news 
shot. His ad lib crack about having 
a Life-Saver in his mouth when 
acknowledging a presentation should 
keep him in Life-Savers for life. If 
a commercial hook-up, it’s a pip 
and charmingly gotten away with. 
The erupting anew of Mt. Vesuvius 
will hold peculiar interest for the 
current year’s tourists, probably all 
of whom had been told that every 
25 years an eruption usually hap- 
pens and one was therefore due this, 
the 25th, year since the last one. 

The feature’ presentation, “Glory 
to Bacchus,” ran 17 minutes, where- 
in Miss Hoctor again clicked heav- 
ily. George Kiddon, Val Gueral, 
Constant Nickoll, Leo Piernik and 
Aron Tomaroff are also programmed 
in individual support along with the 
usual trep and vocal ensembles. 

When one takes a count of that 
stage gang of over 100 singers, danc- 
ers, bellareinas and specialists, be- 
sides the extra “name” attractions, 
and also takes count of that 100 or 
more symphonists out front, one 
realizes anew what a staggering 
“nut” the Roxy must have for the 
stage portion alone. Abel. 


CAPITOL 
(F. & M. “Milky Way” Idea) 
Chicago, July 18. 


With the feature “All Quiet” (U) 
and the stage unit running 40 min- 


utes, that left three minutes for 
newsreel, three for trailers, and 30 
seconds net for the non-rising in- 


termish. 

“Milky Way” is a good idea, but 
far from a good show. It drags 
despite clever production, running 
heavily to blues, in scenic color 
scheme, a central clouds set, a star- 
spangled scrim and a fire-flashing 
finale with girls posed in the clouds. 

In keeping the stage active, F. & 
M. have overdone, giving the show 
an exaggerated tab effect. Some un- 
melodious singing by the line girls, 
who are first-rate in silent stepping, 
doesn’t help. 

A clever opening, as usual, has 
the girls before a scrim and Vernon 
Stiles singing in the background, 
while a ballet number gives Noree, 
contortion danseuse, a chance for 
high kicks. 

With shaded lighting, this was 
good, even if dragged out, but unit 
let down following when Bert Faye, 
the comic who dances orn pontoon 
shoes, overworked on attempted 


harmonica comedy. A slam, how- 
ever, with his novel dancing. 

Another preduction number in 
blue, with the girls in a dutch clog, 
brought Steve Moroni on, garbed 
as a milkman, for his unusual tum- 
bling and hand-stands. Very agile 
and well liked. 

After a short specialty by Armin 
Hand, house m. c., and his band, 
Stone and Lee, the man-girl com- 
edy team, with girl asking fast, silly 
questions, were a No. 2 act next to 
closing. Should have followed im- 
mediately after the opening ballet to 
get across. 

Another production number, a 
sudden change to strip, gives Noree 
a chance for some classy acrobatic 
work. Girl has one unusual back 
bend and perfect contro] for upside- 
down posing. This leads into the 
finale, which had the girls holding 
gadgets that issued sparks to look 
like stars, and the girls posed on 
flying comets, etc. Having been 
done in this house before by F. & 


M. with an anvil finale, not so 
strong. 

Business good on a_ scorching 
night. Loop. 


ORIENTAL 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, July 18. 

On rare occasions Publix-B. & K. 
holds a picture in this house a sec- 
ond week, Ticklish at best, but 
having been done before, tried again 
with “Our Blushing Brides” (M-G). 

Opening day was scorching, with 
waves of heat baking all not yet 
baked, but no deterrent. The dime 
store natural again pulled a holdout 
first-show crowd. 

Stage show, “Odds and Ends,” a 
holdover from the production angle, 
but only that, with new talent and 
m.c. Benny Meroff and band of 16 
moving in. Meroff’s band threw 
heavy punch into the opening with 
a singing-dancing specialty in 
which the Benny starred, and a 
cooling satire of negro spiritual 
work. 

Others on the bill were Gus and 
Will, the handspringing, cartwheel- 
ing dancers, who make novel twists 
and light comedy count all the way 
and were well liked. Johnny Perkins, 
the $1,500 a week rubber, was a 
downright wallop, but his act re- 
mains downright punko, especially 
on chatter that is blue néarly all 
the way. At his best it was imitat- 
ing various films and vaude stars. 

Meroff’s band separated these two 
acts with a corking novelty that in- 
cluded bits of opera satire and more 
ensemble songs and hoofing. This 
bunch, with the Benny to lead, is 
easily the liveliest on all-around en- 
tertainment among local Publix 
presentation houses. Worth work- 
ing for a solid half-hour of fun. 

Henrie Keates organloguing, sev- 
en minutes of news shots and five 
mins. of Bill Pine’s trailers. 

And, boy, it was some hot outside. 

Loop. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(“Gems and Jams’’—Idea) 
Los Angeles, July 22. 

F. & M. unit this week isn’t any 
too heavy on the talent side, but 
the good work of Joe and Jane Mc- 
Kenna and a unicycle number by 
the chorus brings the entertainment 
up to par. 

Opening in one with Joé McKenna 
doing m. c.,- presentation goes into 
full stage with the chorus working 
with hoops. A dance using hoops 
for rhythm has novelty and clicks. 
into one again with Nee 
Wong, Chinese, strumming on a uke 
and imitating Cliff Edwards, Wong 
must be the only Chinaman in the 
world with a French accent. While 
he is doing the Edwards stuff he’s 
oke, but in straight numbers he’s 
hard to understand. 

Full stage again with Will Cowan 
and Maxine Evelyn in a vocal num- 
ber. Cowan goes into a military 
tap with the chorus, later soloing 
j}and turning in a neat piece of hoof- 
ing. All F. & M. units of late have 
been heavy on the tapping, and it 
might help a little if they varied it. 
iCowan’s work is about the best 
seen in this house for some time. 

Jimmy Penman next on the uni- 
cycles, 10-inch wheels, one on each 


foot. Chorus also comes out on the 
iwheels for a rather intricate rou- 
jtine. Kids are in male dress suits 
ifor good appearance, and the num- 
|ber was the high spot of the pres- 
lentation. It was devised and staged 
by Bob Matthews 

Joe and Jane McKenna have chat- 
ter a little blue for the family 
houses. Miss McKenna goes heavy 
on the pratters and builds up laughs 
on that. 3urlesque adagio for the 
get-away gave them a strong finish 

Finale has the girls posing in 
flesh tights, with the show girls 
dressed to represent gems. Nothing 
unusual in the show but the novelty 
of the wheel numbers. 

In staging of presentations at this 
house a little more attention to 
lighting would benefit the produc- 
tion a great deal. Now it looks as 
if the lights are spotted by guess 
work. For the greater part of the 
show the people on the stage work 
in what might be a good old fash- 
joned drug store window, green and 
red balls and all. 

Capacity at first show Thursday, 
with Garbo in “Romance” (M-G) 


and newsreel to fill the appetite. 


HOLLYWOOD 


(Presentation) 
Hollywood, July 19. 

Sticking te magnified proportions 
and elaborate designs, the Larry 
Ceballos stage show at Warners 
this week is quite a departure from 
the opening revue. Mainly because 
of the personal appearance of 
Olsen an@ Johnson. Where the first 
one, with plenty of flash, color and 
speed, fell short on comedy, the 
second Ceballos unit has more of 
the latter and the former. 
Again because of Olsen and John- 
son. 

The two nut comics, hopping 
over here from a vaude date in the 
east, brought with them ail the 
hokey-pokey bits, blue and other- 
wise, they've been doing for years, 
On the Coast Olsen and Johnson 
are known. They originally started 
out here on the Orpheum, and it 
was years before the east saw them 
as headliners. Together with the 
“home ground” angle is the timely 
break for the boys in appearing in 
a Warner picture in this house the 
past two weeks. 

But Olsen and Johnson, whether 
in or out of pictures, are still the 
same hokesters, with the same line 
of wham-bang comedy. For pic- 
ture houses Ole and Chic are push- 
overs, if they'll stand for the raw 
stuff. 

Show is practically all Olsen and 
Johnson, with the exception of an 
entrance and finale and a few spe- 
cialties dropped along the way. 
Cetallos’ brigade of 60 choristers, 
including the boys, are a snappy 
bunch, light-footed and good-look- 
ing. Music, and what dialog there 
is outside of the Olsen and Johnson 
book, is by Harry Akst, Grant 
Clarke, and Mitchell, Gottler and 
Meyer. The same group who did 
the first Ceballos revue. Knocked 
off at a rapid pace, there are 16 
numbers to the frolic. 

Three big sets cover the produc- 
tion with the rest in “ones” or bare 
full stage. Opening is a house- 
boat layout with the ensemble 
dancers; 
a specialty hoofing spree by 
Four Covans, colored family. 
Spotted alone, the Covans would 
have shown to much better advan- 
tage, but as there was an onrush 
of hoofing following, it probably 
wouldn’t have made much differ- 
ence, Olsen and Johnson virtually 
fell on the stage on the tail end of 
a hurrah that could be heard on the 
topmost perch of the house. Shoved 
in between their blackouts and bits 
are the specialties by Gordon Smith, 
soft shoe tapster; Moore and Shy, 


less of 


freak-sized pair for sight only: Lu 
Anne Meredith and Smith in a 
double: dance routine, and eight 
couples from the ensemble in a 
regulation number. 

Preceding the finale Olsen and 


Johnsen go into their piano rou- 
tine with the curtain falling on 
“Get Happy,” illustrated by Bar- 
num’s vocalizing and an elaborate 
spiritual scene in the background. 
Jack Lester comes in for a few 
minutes of rapidfire hoofing that 
clicks. Ran 55 minutes in all the 
first show Saturday. 

Feature, “The Way of All Men” 
(WB), a Looney Tune short and the 
newsreel. Overture conducted by 
Carlton Kelsey was a syncopated 
version of Remberge selections and 
well done, “Red” Pepper, a sizzling 


trumpetist, should get a feature 
spot. He's there. 

Matinee trade a bit off, but not 
alarming. Span, 


British Film Field 


(Continued from page 6) 


has recently tightened up its state 
censorship, in addition to censoring 
film-edge and disk versions sep- 
arately and charging fees for both 
versions. 


The official organ of the Holy See 
|}has just made a survey of what is 
being done in Europe and shows 
there is published in Italy a review 
which deals with moral aspects of 
films, while in France reviews and 
lists are issued and special films 
chosen for small communities. 

A review ‘edited by a Jesuit is 
| published in Germany dealing with 
ithis angle of films and also going 
after objectionable statements in ad- 
vertising. In Spain is a society, 
hworking in conjunction with Bavaria 
and Belgium, with a staff of review- 
ers whose job is to “elevate the tone 
of the cinema.” 


ILL AND INJURED 


Arthur G. West (Doran, West and 
Doran) operated n for appendi- 
citis at American Hospital, Chicago, 
July 12. West fainted on stage in 
Detroit the day before. 

Mile. Burnell (“Current of Fun’) 
underwent a successful operation at 
the Deaconess Hospital, Boston. 

Dorothy DePew of DePew Four, 
adagio quartet, forced off show after 
epraining her back while working 
at Loew’s Paradise, New York, 
Manday. 


led by Dave Barnum ands; 
the” 
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VARIETY 


NEW ACTS 


Wednesday, July 23, 1939 


DORA MAUGHN (1) 
Songs 

17 Mins.; One 

86th St. (V-P) 

After more than two years 
abroad, Dora Maughn, the comedi- 
enne with the vari-spelled surname 
and a ton of personality, not to 
mention some nifty Blanche Merrill 
(unprogramed) material, is back 
again. Last time here it was 
spelled Maughan and over there it 
was sometimes Maugham. No mat- 
ter the monicker, the girl was a 
surprise show-stopper and an un- 
deniable personality hit at the 86th 
St., where even a mugg audience 
recognized this was something dif- 
ferent. 

Miss Maughn can go into the 
Palace with as much rapidity as 
she left the S. S. “Paris” on Thurs- 
day for this Saturday opening at 
the 86th St. 

About the only shortcoming in 
the act was her attempt at a pop 
number for which Miss Maughn 
was frankly unprepared. Her read- 
ing it off the lead sheet doesn't 
matter, it’s merely that Miss 
Maugbn is at her best with crisp 
story lyrics and she should leave 
melody fox-trot songs alone. 


When iast seen, last winter, at 
the Chez Victor, Paris, Miss Maughn 
had a flock of snappy songs, some 
of ‘em too peppery for the family 
trade, although Jenie Jacobs says 
that the comedienne is going to do 
new numbers almost all through the 
week in order to find a balance. As 
caught at the opening mat, she has 
a cinch routine for anywheres, 
with the elision of that pop “Roll- 
ing Down the River” number which, 
while lyrically effective to convey 
the back-home-again idea, doesn't 
matter one way or the other. 


Walter Fehl, her husband, is not 
at the ivories this time, Jerry Wil- 
liams (unbilled) accompanying. 
Miss Merrill’s name was also 
omitted on the sketchy program 
which skipped credits and billings 
on the rest of the show as well. 
It's some of the vaude authoress’ 
best yet and Miss Maughn makes 
each lyric couplet ring the bell for 
a laugh. 

Miss Maughn stopped the show 
cold, seemingly surprising herself 
and ad libbing whether this was for 
her or was it Jack Osterman’s ova- 
tion, although Osterman was not 
the act immediately ensuing, being 
spotted No. 5 (closing). Miss 
Maughn was in the trey. 

The comedienne is a personality 
and will be in demand this fall for 
the class night clubs. Where she 
can play in vaude is limited unless 
she goes out on a tour. Might land 
in a musical however. The class 
night club thing may be the de- 
termining factor. Abel. 


ANN BOLAND and Co. (7) 
Musical, Song 

16 Mins.; Two (Special) 
86th St. (V-P) 

Ann Boland is a pip as a femme 
number. She's a looker, gracious 
and graceful in her carriage. She’s 
mighty easy on the optics and a 
weakness for those who go for reds. 

Act evidences production. invest- 
ment, an expense that is almost 
wasted for an opening turn, al- 
though on the average bill this one 
should get a better groove. 

A guitar-mandolining male sex- 
tet is the musical background. One 
of ’em also flashes a mediocre tenor 
for a ballad; another is a stepper. 
There is also a femme dancer who 
opens.with the boys and leads to 
believe she is Miss Boland until the 
star of the troupe comes on later 
for her vocal specialties. 

She does two pops, “Moon Is 
Low” and “Exactly Like You,” in a 
pleasant if not overly strong so- 
prano. She does the first in mid- 
stage; the second to the side, re- 
posing against the proscenium, and 
giving her a chance to parade her 
stuff. Her personal carriage is im- 
mediately impressive and she makes 
you like her on face value alone. 

The other girl in the sextet winds 
up the act for a routine curtain, 
leading into a routine encore where- 
in Miss Boland again sings, and 
also dances a bit, with the stepping- 
banjoist from the sextet also con- 
tribbing along those lines. 

Act is nicely mounted. Holds at 
least two novel curtains in “two,” 
the first introducing nicely. It’s a 
giant banjo which opens and from 
whence. in scrim-like fashion. 
emerge the six banjo players and 
the girl stepper. 

As is, Miss Boland can play her 
act around in an early spot, but 
she’d progress much further if she 
threw the company away and got 
herself a strong male partner, some 
material and tried a comedy two- 
act. She evidences ability to handle 
lines. Abel. 


JAMES EVANS AND CO. (2) 
Pedal Juggling 

8 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Albee, Brooklyn (V-P) 


Foot juggling turn billed as from 
Furope and suitable through nicely 


handled routine and dash to serve 
for opening or closing spots, as de- 
sired, in general run of vaudfilms. 
Evans is assisted by an unbille« 
woman. He juggles barrels an 
other large and cumbersome (rticle 
with great skill. Routine nicel, 
laid out and consuming no mor 
running time than it should. 
Opened show here on four-act hi 
and over o. k. Char. 


CHANEY and FOX (2) 
Dancing 
14 Mins.; Full 
Palace (St. V.) 

Mayris Chaney and Edward Fox, 
vaudeville standard dance act, re- 
turn after an absence abroad of sev- 
eral years. Their turn now reflects 
a newly acquired foreign atmos- 
phere, and a welcome one. It’s a 
dance flash, but holds a new idea 
and a refreshing touch of sophisti- 
cation, very different from the fac- 
tory made flashes turned out in this 
country in dozen and gross lots.. 

Opens in drapes, with man piano 
player in evening clothes and Miss 
Chaney and Fox doing a Spanish 
shawl routine with semi-adagio 
trimmings of an unusual kind, end- 
ing with Miss Chaney going into a 
whirl in a back-bend posture, sup- 
ported by a girdle held by her part- 
ner. 

Hal Barker, dancing eccentric, 
fills in a gap for a costume change 
with a brief stepping bit, followed by 
Miss Chaney returning in an all- 
enveloping costume, from which she 
strips to a scanty party frock for a 
single dance, introduced by a song 
number built on a lyrical reference 
to Mistinguette. 

Another gap here is filled by Earl 
Paull, the pianist, singing a brief 
number, the lyrics framed spicily 
upon what a gigolo thinks of easy- 
going husbands. 

For the finish the dancing pair 
appear as bride and groom, with ap- 
propriate preliminary business of 
bidding the bridal party farewell 
and going into a dance routine of 
symbolic romantic import, particu- 
larly graceful performance. 

Skillful bit of tasteful dance pro- 
duction, artistic in idea and charm- 
ing in presentation. No. 2 here on 
a heavy bill, but rating a stronger 
position on merit.. Rush, 


“MONEYMOON” (8) 

Tabloid Musical Comedy 

27 Mins.; Full (Special) 

86th St. (V-P) 

Nifty musical tab featuring Bert 
Matthews, Dorothy Adams and Jack 
La Frac, which can go into one of 
those R-K-O unit shows and prove 
a sturdy flash contribution. 

It’s a saucy, sprightly and at 
times a bit spicy tab, with all action 
laid on a honeymoon yacht. Situa- 
tion of newlyweds with the bride’s 
former (her first) husband also on 
board unbeknown to both. Bride 
still has a yearn for the ex, who 
discovers that their divorce decree 
doesn’t become final until the mor- 
row, hence the honeymoon is off 
until one more day, during which 
time the ex-husband the bride-to- 
be-No. 2 do a clinch all over again. 
The honeymooning groom-that-al- 
most-was in the meantime falls for 
a quarter of hula maidens on the 
passing island, with introducing a 
snappy cooch number more Lenox 
avenue that Waikiki. 

People are all good. Besides the 
featured trio are the four girls, one 
doing a second soubret and another 
getting away with a castenet spe- 
cialty. A deck steward also fills in 
in minor manner. 

That 27 minutes is a bit long, but 
there’s plenty of action and “meat.” 
The book and tunes at least evi- 
dence a little careful thought by 
some team of writers and isn’t just 
one of those slapped together af- 
fairs. 

Act is an okay flash for almost 
every house. Mightn’t just fit into 
a Palace bill, but how many Palaces 
are there left? Swell for a unit. 

Abel. 


JOS. E. HOWORD and Co. (2) 
Songs 
14 Mins.; One 
Madison (V-P), Brooklyn 

Jos. E. Howard has shelved his 
former “audience” act, as done with 
two plants in the orchestra, for a 
straight singing turn of mostly his 
own past song hits, accompanied by 
two decorative girls. Although one 
sings, the girls are chiefly there to 
make pretty pictures in old-fash- 
ioned dresses while Howard is sing- 
ing the once-popular tunes. 

Howard is a good showman first- 


ly and next a singer of ability. 
Presentation of self-written 
songs is done without the w. k. 


build-up and _ personal  ballyhoo. 
After giving away his age through 
the songs it’s not so easy for him 
to convince in a love duet with the 
singing girl, but it is well done and 
passes. 

Act was No. 3 on an R-K-O four- 
act unit bill at the Madison, and 
filled the spot okay. Bige, 


CLAYTON WENTWORTH (3). 
Songs, Dances, Comedy. 

i9 Mins.; One and Full (Special). 
8ist St. (V-P). 

Wentworth looks like a kid and 
acts like one. The two girl assist- 
ants and an extra bey show small 
experience, but the four can dance. 


comedy attempt getting nowhere. 
Setting represents a college cam- 
pus. Opens with the extra boy in- 
itiating Wentworth who's a fresh- 
man. Two girl co-eds are intro- 
iuced here. Wentworth tries chat- 
er and comedy with them and they 


ing. 
Finish is fast dance by the four 
-hich is good but the best bit is 
ventworth’s single soft shoe rou- 
ine 


RELLI and LOPELL (3) 
Comedy, Dancing, Acrobatics 

10 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
86th St. (V-P) 


Here are acrobats who decided to 
get out of the rut by trying dancing 
and comedy, with a girl added for 
flash. Experiment fairly successful, 
but Mae West, the dancer forming 
the trio, its weak element. 


Surefire work by Peter Relli and 
Mickey Lopell, with stress laid on 
acrobatics, gets the offering by sat- 
isfactorily. 


Background tasteful, with special 
drops and scenery both in “one” and 
full stage, a special backdrop be- 
ing carried for gypsy atmosphere. 
That backs the toe number for Miss 
West, her second solo and not as 
good as her first, a tap that starts 
out slowly but saves itself by speed- 
ing up for the finish. Miss West 
has the looks and the makings of a 
dancer, but isn’t there yet with the 
right routines. 


Still! in the gypsy atmosphere, 
Re'!li and Lopell try to be different 
with their hand-to-hand endurance 
routine. The acrobatics come as a 
surprise but explaining somewhat 
the comic adagio that preceded. 
That was of fair entertiinment 
value. Endurance bit fer the close 
sends act over and qualifies it for 
an early spot. 


Over nicely at Thursday night 
show, opening. Char. 


PAULO, PAQUITA and NENITA (4) 
Songs and Dances 

11 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Introductory announcement was 
made that this turn was picked up 
by Loew scouts in Mexico and that 
this was their first appearance in 
this country. It is a series of na- 
tive Mexican dances, mostly tangoes 


‘}and blended with songs in the na- 


tive tongue. It will get by on nov- 
elty but it can stand plenty im- 
provement, 


It is almost a necessity for this 
type of act to carry a native band 
or some sort of string orchestra. A 
male pianist supplies all the music, 
supplemented by the pit orch, which 
at this house was a brass band and 
out of order for the type of musical 
numbers used. 


Dancing couple do three numbers, 
one which appears to be a Mexican 
peasant dance, quite lengthy; thena 
tango, and close with a castanet 
number. Tango was ankled in good 
looking fashion with the couple 
pleasingly garbed. Other dances 
interested. 


A personable girl sang a few na- 
tive tunes in her own tongue, and 
though voice pleased, what put it 
over was her manner of delivery. 

Needs appropriate musical sup- 
port for picturesque atmosphere de- 
sired. 


Gloria LEE and HAUSER Boys (4) 
Songs, Dances and Instruments 
11 Mins.; Full Stage 

8ist St. (V-P) 


Apparently this act had under- 
gone a last-minute change, for it 
was programed as Helen Arden and 
Hauser Boys with Ruth Goodwin 
and John La Guardia. Neither of 
the latter two or Miss Arden made 
their appearance, with Miss Lee 
heading the act according to cred- 
its on the annunciator. Both Miss 
Arden and Miss Lee are new to 
“Variety's” fiiles, but, albeit, the 
Hauser Boys have been around for 
some time. As it now stands, with 
Miss Lee and the four boys, it 
doesn't shape up as much of a turn. 

Miss Lee’s specialties are all 
dances and fair to middlin’, stress- 
ing high kicks and routines without 
much variety. Double fan dance 
takes up too much time. 


Boys are all collegiate looking and 
form a four-piece band, drum, 
piano, banjo and trumpet, playing 
“hot stuff” jazz. One boy solos with 
a fast tap-eccentric, which shaped 
up well, and is followed by two 
other boys for a hoofing number of 
the same variety, although not so 
strong. 


Edith GRIFFITH (1) 
Songs, Piano 

9 Mins.; One 
Jefferson (V-P) 

Miss Griffith is a nice-looking bru- 
nette who offers three solos for 
which a male pianist suppW®es ac- 
companiment. The girl is from the 
cafes and picture houses and uses 
typical spice night club lyrics. 

Starts off mildly to perk up 
towards the last. Voice agreeable 
but principal lack is stage presence. 
With that asset Miss Griffith may 
advance because she knows some- 
thing about dramatizing a song. 

As is okay for the neighbs and 
family centers, in number two spot. 
Here on seven-act layout got good 


If they stick to that they'll get] returns. 
somewhere. Otherwise the act is 
for the family centres with the 


WILLIAM SULLY (4) 

Comedy Sketch 

19 Mins.; Three and Full (Special) 
Jefferson (V-P) 


Scene is a hotel lobby with a 
W.U. desk and a couple of pay sta- 
tion phone booths. Not an un- 
familiar setting and there follows 
horse play between two other men 
and Sully and between the latter 
and two women. 
'but if some of the old gags were 


Nothing startling 


FOX, B’KLYN 


(Continued from page 42) 


piano interlude of “Rhapsody in 
Blue,” nicely handled. Tops it oft 
with pop material, with a second 
piano to build that up. 

“Peasants” has been attractively 
staged and routined, with its action 
throughout fast enough to please 
most demanding fans. Proves nice, 
light and breezy fare for summer. 

While it may not have seemed the 
wisest thing to have two comedy 
juggling acts in the same show, it 
worked satisfactorily. Char. 


JEFFERSON 


(Vaudfilm) 


Considering that the Jeff has an 
exclusive vaude show privilege on 
14th street since the Academy (Fox) 
went straight film, the Jeff is am- 
bling along on too much stage show 
and too much show altogether. Pol- 
icy now is three-a-day, and that 
not only makes the acts extend for 
overtime but limits the turnover of 
customers to the only vaude mar- 
ket within a_ three-mile radius. 
Seven acts on the bill, and if they’d 
be cut they would fit very well. 
Feature, “Love Among the Million- 
aires” (Par), with Clara Bow. 


Once the big squawk from the 
angle of this house was the book- 
ing, but now the tables is reversed. 
That seven-act layout is snug 
judgment so far as material goes, 
but the time limit is an operation 
problem. 

Those seven acts ran a total of 
113 minutes against the film divi- 
sion’s 94, and the latter figure in- 
cluded a Vitaphone short, lot of 
trailers and a Pathe news reel. 


Outside of that, the only hitch 
was in the indicator, which spotted 
“Hap” Farnell and Florence for 
Derickson and Brown. Farnell is 
tall, slender and virile of voice and 
action, playing a genial drunk, and 
Florence is plenty stout. 

Elly, girl juggler, opened. Par- 
mitte and Millett, adagio, closed. 
Latter was a proper finish with 
colorful settings for two adagio 
numbers, one of which is a duet, 
and the closing number a quartet, 
three men and the girl. Between 
a blond sheik doode-eeooed, or 
something like that, with a steel 
uke that didn’t tickle the customers 
very much. The boy also did a soft 
shoe, but ran out of breath in the 
middle. 

But the act went okay. 

Among the newer vaude faces 
was Edith Griffith, from the cafes 
and picture houses. A dark-haired 
girl with boyish bob carrying along 
a male pianist to help her character 
songs. In No. 2, mild spurt. (New 
Acts.) 

William Sully showed with a new 
skit, maybe. It’s hard to say about 
Sully’s skits, because he’s had so 
many. This one played with two 
women and two men. Fared well, 
but classiest bit was when Sully 
dances at close while one of the 
girls sings. 

“Hap” Farnell and Florence took 
plenty time, running 25 minutes 
when caught, but stuff had plenty 
laughs nearly all the way. Still the 
gags could be culled for shorter 
time. Farnell hit from the moment 
he went on playing a roseate drunk. 
Florence comes on toward the end 
to help in some crossfire and finish. 

Derickson and Brown spotted sec- 
ond, and Jean Granese took next to 
closing. 

Considering that the town was 
suffering from one of its hotest 
spells in years and that week-end 
means folks away from the city 
even in this section, the Jeff showed 
a fair biz Saturday night, change 
day. House has cooling system. 


(Vaudfilm) 
Chicago, July 19. 
With the mercury popping out the 
top end of the tube the neighbors 
left the streets and stores for the 
cool of the cooled theatres, with 
the result the first show got a nice 


play. Jimmy Conlin and Myrtle 
Glass, spotted third on the bill, sup- 
plied the laughs. The horse play 


made ’em forget the 
team scored high. 

First on Mile. Rhea and Santoro 
in Spanish dances with two assist- 
ing men and girls. Well done and 
clicked. Pop songs and acrobatic 
dances went over great. 


heat, and the 


Claudia Coleman was a little 
heavy on class at the start, but 
finished strong. After the house 


understood her characterizations she 
won. 

Oklahoma Bob Albright and his 
colored hoofer finished, going strong 
also. 

Baby Rose Marie, with the Ipana 
Troubadours, closed. Band isn’t 
particularly novel, using routine 
seen time and again. Baby Marie, 
with a couple of pop songs with 
“wise” lyrics got along all right. 
“What a Man” (Sono-Art) feature. 

Loop. 


dropped the act could be tightened 
up. 

Best bit is at close where Sully 
does one of his dances while one 
of the girls sings. Okay for the 
neighborhoods in a middle spot. 


Played here on a seven-act layout 
to get fair response, 


81st STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 


No cooling system and on o 
ne- 
the hottest Saturdays in years the 
takein showed a wide hole. Actg 
and customers sweated and the 


tomers didn’t number over ‘a 
elderly women and kids. But take 
ing this into consideration the lay- 


out still lacked some real come 
for against the heat even Keller 
Sisters and Lynch, crack harmo 
trio, looked a bit slow. The trig 
closed the bill’ but had nothing ig 
the way of a prior turn to help 
its coming on. 

Maddox and Clark, third, trieg 
chatter and horseplay but chatter 
was too long before the horseplay 
really began which sent the two 
girls off not so heartily as they 
might have deserved, while the K, 
S. & L. crew made a mistake by 
turning on a scriin in “one” with 
an indirect announcement of their 
great air prowess and then perform 
below that particular great de. 
gree. 

Nearly every station the singerg 
have appeared on in the world ig 
put on the screen which is almost 
like a family act spilling every 
neighb they’ve been in. Not seri. 
ous but unnecessary to list all those 
stations and a brief announcement 
by voice would help better. 

Clayton Wentworth was new. He 
takes a male assist and two girls in 
seme kind of collegiate flash that 
doesn’t mean much except from a 
dancing angle. The comedy except 
where it- was horsey getting no re- 
turns. Really a case of four dan- 
cers trying to be actors and doing 
so, didn’t help the rest of the bili 
when Wentworth played second, 
(New Acts). 

Helena Justa and Charlie opened, 
Colored duo with Miss Justa known 
for long time and still a good dan- 
cer, if not better, while Charlie does 
two dances and one announcement, 
And here the bill could have been 
helped by cutting down Miss Justa’'s 
opening songs to one because in 
neither does she show any aptitude 
as a singer except in low notes 
and they sometimes couldn't be 
beard. 

Outside of that, the waving of 
hankies by the stage ladies was the 
outstanding bit of the show. It’s 
especially silly in hot weather to 
have to hold onto a cloth and keep 
waving it at an audience that’s 
sweating in an effort to please the 
actors by applause. 


Feature was “Love Among the 
Millionaires,” (Par) with Clara 
Bow, not overstrong on draw, 


Pathe newsreel and five minutes 
of trailers rounded out film section, 
feature taking 77 minutes. With 
exit march, a five-minute overture, 
and about two-and-one-half minute 
delays between acts the vaude ran 
67 minutes, giving entire show & 
running time of 160 minutes, plenty 
in this weather. 


LINCOLN SQ. 


(Vaudfilm) 

Saturday afternoon, boiling and 
like a furnace inside, yet the audi- 
ence applauded some ancient vaude 
as though it were seeing the best 
show on earth. No cooling plant, 
and the house has no way of shoot- 
ing any air through it except in the 
rear. Most of the male customers 
came in without coats or took them 
off after. 

“Shadow of the Law” (Par). 
Boys here know their underworld. 
By 4 there was a pretty fair crowd 
in the lower section. Bob Anderson 
and Pony opened. Anderson's wild 
west regalia seemed awfully hot 
and cumbersome, but the pony went 
through his customary stage tricks 
without a slip. John Quinlan, Irish 
tenor, pleased with songs that in- 
cluded some pop refrains. He has 
a femme piano accompanist who 
sang and also played the fiddle 

Franklyn D’Amore and Co. turned 
loose the first comedy. While some 
is rather ancient in construction, it 
got over to laughter. D’Amore got 
his biggest return on his chair 
balancing stunt used as an encore, 
Followed by Hall and Pillard, rough 
hokesters, who found the L. S. audi- 
ence a cinch. If this pair could al- 
ways find as soft an audience it 
would be booked for life. 

For the closer the “Flowers of 
Seville” made a flash with its eight 
girls and premier dancers. There 
were some jiggledy spots on the 
musical accompaniment compared 
with other houses around Broad- 
way where this act played lately 
and it jarred, although Nina De- 
Silvia and Matt Gibbons danced 
Just as hard to please: Marx. 


NEW ACTS 


Edward Faye and Betty Bannister 

“Dance Patterns” (6). 
“Moneymoon,” musical flash, bY 
William B. Friedlander. 

Eddie Rector and Madeline Belt, 
two-act. 

Fred Hildebrand and Vera Michel- 
ena, two-act. 

Granito De Sal, with Rodriaue 
Tipica orchestra, Leland and Diaz 
and Jose Tortosa. ; 

Bert Yorke (Yorke and Lord) if 
act featuring Lenz and Shelley, pro- 
duced by Dave Gordon, written by 


in 


Fred Allen. 


Lew White and Co. (4). 
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Numerals in con 


riety Bills 
EXT WEEK (JULY 26) 
THIS WEEK (JULY 19) 


nection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether full or split week 


RK-0 


yew YORK CITY 
Chester 

o’Connor Sisters 
Bob La Salle 
(Three to fill) 

‘ond half (30-1) 
Jack Osterman 


Joe Marks Co 
(Two to fill) 

@na half (23-25) 
Manning & Class 
Wm Sully Co 
Yates & Lawley 
Farnell & Florence 
Amanos & Janet 


at the PA 
N 


THE KEMMYS 
c.—_N 


ALSO 


“Rhythm Hotel” 


Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 


RAMOUNT 
ow 


Three to 
“ind half (23-25) 
Hanlon Co 
hnny Hyman 
& Seller 
McLallen & Sarah 
qOne. to fill) 
half 
Tom McAuliffe 
H Justa & Charlie 
Allen & Breen 
Wm Co 
One to 
: half (30-1) 
Wells Cra’en & Le 
Irving Edwards 
Rev 
Vic Oliver 
ana half (23-25) 
A Petley Co 
Gold & Ray 
Dora Maughn 
Cc Wentworth Co 
George Co 


Ist half (26-29) 
Wells Cra’en & LeR 
Savoy & Mann 
Irving Edwards 
Friedland’s Rev 

2nd half (30-1) 
Bobby Folsom 
Marsh Montgomery 

Pat Rooney & Jr 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (23-25) 
Crystal 3 
Irmanette 
J & K Spangler 
Bob La Salle 


86th St. 

Ist half (26-29) 
Sherman & Ryan 
Jes Fejer Co 
(Three to fill) 

2nd half (30-1) 
F Bannister Rev 
Allen & Breen 
Wm Halligan Co 


(Three to fill) 
58th 


Ist half (26-29) 
Polly Packard 
4 Bachelors 
Billy Kent Co 
Bobby Folsom 
Sally Rand Co 
2nd half (30-1) 
Zelda Bros 
Jerome & Gamble 
M & A Clark 
Rubin & Crane Co 
Nash & Fately 
Verselle Sis 
2nd half (23-25) 
Arabian Frolics 
Jerome & Ryan 
Morton & Higgins 
Ada Gordon Co 
M & A Clark 
Parmeta & Mellet 
Fordham 
Ist half (26-29) 
J Evans Co 
C Wenthworth Co 
Medley & Dupree 
Curtis Wright Bd 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Irmanette 
Frances Williams 
Billy Glason 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (23-25) 


Jefferson 
ist half (26-29) 
Bee Starr 


G & C Worth 
Bertrand Levan Co 
Roxy LaRocca 
Joe Marks Co 

2nd half (30-1) 
Personality Mirrors 
(Others to fill) 

2nd half (23-25) 
Harem & Scarem 
Mack & Stanton 
Join the Navy 
Donia & Clark 
Mitzi Royal Danc’s 

Palace (26) 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Harry Richman 
H & D Dixon 
Benny Rubin 
(Others to fill) 
(19 


Wilfred Du Bois 
Chaney & Fox 
Medley & Dupree 
Karyl Norman 
Allen & Breen 
Wm Halligan Co 
Walter Dare Wanl 
Eddie Dowling 
Dowling’s ~ 


ya 
1st half (26-29) 
Maryan Vadi Co 
Butts & Hadley 
Regay & McCue 
B’way Babies 
2nd half (30-1) 
Lafayette & Lav'ne 
Neil Kirk 
Abe Reynolds 
Wilton Sis 
2nd half (23-25) 
Rector & Doreen 
Helen Stone Co 
Walter Brower 
Cowboy Revels 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (26) 
A Petley Co 
Karyl Norman 
Buster West 
(Two to fill) 
(19) 


James Evans Co 
Fleurette Jeoffrie 
The Diamonds 
Smith & Dale 
Flushing 

ist half (26-29) 
Jerome & Gamble 
Gloria Lee Boys 
George Jessel Co 
(Two to fill) 

2nd kalf (30-1) 
Curtis Wright Bd 


Walter Dare Wahl 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (23-25) 


Impromptu Rev 
Arker & Mead 
Irene Ricardo 
Marsh Montgomery 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Kenmore 
ist half (26-29) 
Burt Nagle Co 
Hal Beck Co 
Geo Choos’ 
“Odds & Ends” 
2nd half (30-1) 
Sherman & Ryan 
Rise of Goldbergs 
Medley & Dupree 
Paul Tisen & Bd 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (23-25) 
Joe Thomas Bd 


Ann Boland Co 


Irving O’Dunne 


ARTHUR 


BLONDELL and MACK 


Booking Exclusively with 
R-K-O and AFFILIATIONS 
Standard Acts—Communicate 
Suite 1313 Bond Building 
1560 Broadway, New York 
Phone Bryant 2332 


WILLIAM 


Saxon Reed K 
Small & Mays sage! 
Money Moon 
Jack Osterman 
Franklin 
Ist half 26- 
Zelda Bros 
Irmanette 
& J Kendall 
Fred Jo; embrant 
Verselle Sis Co 
nd half (30-1 
Bert Nagle Co 
Lester Cole 
Billy Kent Co 
J &C Lee 
Evening Stars 
“nd half (23-25) 
owney & Libby 
arris Twins 
arry Lupino Co 
Jerome & Gamble 
Melino & Davis 
alm Reach Girls 
Hamilton 
st half (26-29 
red Sylvester co. 
oliver 
Royal Danc’ 
to fill 
nd half (30- 
Roxy LaRocca » 
&C Worth 


Melody Parade 

Al B White 

W & G Ahern 
Madison 

Ist half (26-29) 

Jack Osterman 

J & K Spangler 

(Three to fill) 

2nd half (390-1) 

O’Connor Sis 

Bob LaSalle 

(Three to fill) 

2nd half (23-25) 

F Sylvester Co 

Scott Sanders 

Amerique & Nev'le 

(Two to fill) 
KRON 


Keith’s (26) 
Cadet 6 
Chamberlain & 
Francis Renault 
Conlin & Glass 

(19) 
Robins 3 
Rudell & Dunigan 
Jane Dillon 
Art Landry 

ATLANTA 

Keith’s (26) 
Lime 3 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Harry Fox Co 
Tracey & Hay 


H 


(19) 
Hungaria Troupe 
Ernest Hiatt 
Jos B Stanley 
Davis Carroll 
McCarthy Co 
BIRMINGHAM 
Keith’s (26) 
Hungaria Troupe 
Ernest Hiatt 
Jos B Stanley 
Davis, Carroll & 
McCarthy Co 
19) 


( 
4 Phillips 
Ilse Marvenga 
Eddie Borden 
Roisman’s Alaba’s 


BOSTON 
Keith’s (26) 
3 McCann Sis 
Fuiton & Parker 
Goldkette Orch 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Class 


) 
Clownland Dancers 
Louis London 
T & R Romaine 
Buster & John W’t 
The Agemos 


BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (26) 
Gold & Rae 
Rudell & Dunigan 
May Wirth & Fam 
W & G Ahearn 
Robbins 3 

(19 
Meyers Lubow & R 
Carlena Diamond 
Curley Burns Co 
Aunt Jemima 
Beehee & Rubyatt 
CHARLOTTE 
Orpheum (26) 
4 Phillips 
Ilse Marvenga 
Eddie Borden 
Roisman's Alaba’s 
(19) 


Mascagno 4 
Paxton 
Stuart & Lash & 
The Cavaliers 
CHICAGO 
Palace (26) 
Rogers & Wynne 
Will Aubrey 
Molly Picon & Co 
Chain & Conroy 
Long Tack Sam 


(19) 

Eliz Morgan & Co 
P Kirkland & Co 
Groody & Fleeson 
Roy Cummings 
Georgie Price 

State Lake (26) 
Peter Higgins 
Davidson's L Loons 
12 Market Girls 
Mills & Shea 
Cecelia Blair 
Lucille Sis 

(19) 

Rhea & Santora 
Claudia Coleman 
Conlin & Glass 
Bob Albright, Roy 

McKinney (Snow- 

ball) 

Ipana Troubadours 
Baby Rose Marie 
CINCINNATI 
Keith’s (26) 

M Colleano & Co 

Yvette Rugel 
L McConnell & Co 
Georgie Price 
Don Aspeazu & 
Havana C’sino Bd 
(19) 
Cadet 6 
Chamberlain & H 
Dillon & Parker 
Freda & Palace 
York & King 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (26) 
Swan Lewis & Co 
Allen Reno 
Claiborne Foster Co 
Eddie Dowling 
Murand & Girton 


9) 
Rogers & Wynne 
Will Aubrey 


Molly Picon 
Puck & White 
Thalero’s Circus 
105th St. (26) 
Larimer & Hudson 
Chamerlain & Ear! 
Joe Termini 
Dillon & Parker Co 
DALLAS 
Keith’s (26) 
Dakotas 
Ryan & Noblette 
H Santrey & Bd 
(19) 
Russian Art Circus 
4 Carleton Bros 
Teck Murdock Co 
Earl Faber & Co 
FORT WORTH 
Majestic (26) 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Tyler Mason 
Jarvis & Harrison 
The Meyakos 
(19) 
The Dakotas 
Ryan & Noblette 
H Santrey & Bd 
HAMILTON 
Keith’s (26) | 
Herbert Ger & Vic 
Esmonde & Grant 
‘“Chick’’ Haines Co 
Bill Dooley 
6 Rockets 
(19) 
2 Daveys 
Joyner & Foster 
Joe Jackson 
Flo Lewis & Co 
B & R Goman 
HOUSTON 
Keith's (26) 
6 Galenos 
Cook Sisters 
Sol Gould 
J Burchill Blondes 
(19) 
Cirilino Bros 
Paris Fashions 
Bob Hope 
Webb's Entertain'rs 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (26) 
De Toregos 
Lytell & Fant 
Kitty Doner 
Frank Gaby 
C Bennington & Co 
(19) 


Enos Frazere 
Boyd Senter 


Raymopd Bond Co 


Tiny Town Rev 
Johnny Burke 


LONG BEACH 
State (21) 
Flo Mayo & Co 
Gracie Barrie 
G & M Eline 
B Egan’s Redheads 


LOS ANGELES 
Hillstreet (26) 
Kanazawa Boys 
H Foster Welch 
H Carroll & Lewis 
H Rev'te 
1 


(19) 
G Andre & Co 
Sybil Vane 
Lander Bros 
Palm Beach Nights 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Keith’s (26) 
LaBelle Pola 
Evans & Wolfe 
Maddox & Clark 
Sig Frisere & Bd 
1 


The Berkoffs 
Don Galvan 
Any Family 
Bert Walton 


MONTREAL 
Imperial (26) 
Don Lee & Louise 

Johnny Downs 

Vox & Walters 

Joe Young & Co 
(19) 

Great Rolle 

Brady & Wells 

Loring Smith & Co 

Chaz Chase 


NEWARK 
Palace (26) 
Felovis 
Henry Kelly 
The Diamonds 
Yale Collegians 
(One to fill) 
(19) 


Bee Starr 
O'Neil & Manners 
Jerome & Gamble 
Lieut Gitz Rice 
Vie Oliver 
Bill Robinson 
NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (26) 
Cirilino Bros 
Paris Fashions 
Bob Hope 
Webb's Entertain’rs 
(19) 


Lime 3 

Wilson Kepple & B 
Harry Fox & Co 
Tracey & Hay 


SAN DIEGO 

Orpheum (26) 
G Andre & 
Sybil Vane 


Lander Bros 
Palm Beach Nights 
(19) 


Flo Mayo & Co 
Gracie Barrie 

G & M Eline 

B Egan Redheads 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (26) 
Loma Worth 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Sylvia Clark 
Lights & 


( 
L Osborne & Chico 
Roy Rogers 
Viola Dana 
Kramer & Boyle 
SEATTLE 
Keith's (26) 
H’n Swan & Lu'lle 
LaMarr & Boyce 
Scooter Lowry 
Chas Withers 


(19) 
W Higgie & Girls 
Roth & Shay 
Walter Walters 
Roxy's Gang 


SPOKANE 
Keith's (26) 


Stevens Bros & N 


Don Lee & Louise 
Johnny Downs 
Vox & Walters 
Joe Young & Co 
Wiille Mauss 


TRENTON 
Keith's 
lst half (26-29) 
Rodney & Gold 
The Stowaways 
2nd half (30-1) 
Ewin Eaton 
2nd half (23-25) 
Gray Family 
Easton & Howell 
Jas C Morton & Co 
Powers & Wallace 


UNION HILL 


Capitol 
Ist half (26-29) 
Neil Kirk 


Nash & Fately 
Evening Stars 
2nd half (30-1) 
Romas Troupe 
Ryan & Johnston 
Regay & McCue 
Levan & Boles 
Maryan Vadi & Co 
2nd half (23-25) 
Reck & Doreen 
Eva Clark & Co 
Ryan & Lee 
Verselle Sis 


OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 


Edith Bow 

E & T Hickey 

Lovejoy Dancers 
(19) 


Chappelle & Car!’n 
Smith & Rogers 
Milo 

Butler & Santos 


ST. LOUIS 
Orpheum (26) 
Enos Frazere 
Boyd Senter 
Roy Cummings 
Tiny Town Rev 
Johnny Burke 
(19) 
Peter Higgins 
Louisville Loons 
12 Market Girls 
Mills & Shea 
Cecelia Blair 
Lucille Sis 
ST. PAUL 
Orpheum (26) 
The Berkoffs 
Don Galvan 
Any Family 
Bert Walton 


(19) 
Burke & Durkip 
Milton Berie & Co 
(Others to fill) 


TACOMA 
Keith's (26) 
W Higgie & Girls 

Roth & Shay 
Walter Walters 
Roxy's Gang 

(19) 
Maxine & Bobby 
Wheeler .& Morton 


Mr Wu & Co 


VAUCOUVER 
Keith’s (26) 
Chappelle & Carl’n 
Smith & Rogers 

Milo 
Butler & Santos 


(19) 
H’n Swan & Lu'lle 
LaMarr & Boyce 
Scooter Lowry 
Withers Opera 


WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 

1st half (26-29) 

Ada Kaufman Girls 

Charlie Melson 

2nd half (30-1) 

Ada Kaufman Girls 

Charlie Melson 

2nd half (23-25) 

Ada Kaufman Girls 

4 Life Boys 

Edwards & Morris 

Henry J Keliy 

Charlie Melson 
WINNIPEG 
Capitol (26) 

Luster Bros 

Burke & Durkin 

M Berle & Co 

(19) 


Sarmaroff & Sonia 
Marty May 
12 O'Clock Revue 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (26) 
Hashi & Osai 
Dotson 
Freda & Palace 
York & King 
(19) 


Renardi 3 
Jimmy Lucas & Co 


Picture Theatres 


NEW YORK CITY 
Capitel (18) 

“Dizzy Daze’”’ 

Herman Timberg 

Barbara Blair 

Leo Chalzel 

Capitolians 

Sammy Timberg 

Chester Hale Debs 

“Let Us Be 


Paramoant (18) 

“Varietrix’”’ 

5 Sizzling Syn 

The Kemmys 

Eva Ivey 

Gifford & Gresham 

Foster Aerobatic Gs | 

Rubdinoft 

Jesse Crawford 

“For The Defense” 
Roxy (18) 


Harriet Hoctor 


George Kiddon 
Val Gueral 
Constant Nickol! 
Piernik & Tomaroff 
Roxy Male Chorus 
“Wild Company’ 
CHICAGO, ILL. | 
Chicago (18) 
Holiday” 
Larry Rich 
Dolores Eddy & R 
Cherie 
Dubb Taylor 
Ralph Lewis 
Ralph Moore 
Charlie Roddick 
‘Let Us Be Gay” 
Marbro (18) 
Bob Nolan Bd 
Marbro Ensemble 
(Others to fill) 
Oriental 
“Odds & Ends” 
Johnny Perkins 
Armand & Perez 
Gus & Will 
Kurniker Ballet 
“Blushing Brides” 
Paradise (18) 
“Magic Melodies” 
Helen Lewis Bd 
Ade Duval 
Wanda Harte 
Viola Dubos 
On Wah Tr 
“Shadow of Law” 
Tivoli (18) 
“School Is 
B Minnevitch & R's 
Arthie Kluth 
Rose Kessler 
Laura Lane 
McGarry & Dawn 
Margie Greene 
“Shadow of Law” 
Uptown (18) 
“Dude Ranch” 
Al Kvale Bad 
Burns & Kisses 
Jazz Lips Ric’ard’n 
Darling 2 
The Rangers 
“Shadow of Law” 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (19) 
“Noah's Lark”’ 
(Others to fill) 
“For the Defense’”’ 


Kramer & Boyle 
(19) 


Kanazawa_Japs 

H Foster Welch 

Maxine Lewis 

H Carroll's Rev’te 

OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (26) 

Audrey Wyckoff 

O’Neil & Manners 

Derickson & Brown 

Manny King & Co 


(19) 
Tinova & Baikoff 
Tyler Mason 
Jarvis & Harrison 
The Meyakos 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (26) 
Reynolds & White 
Huling & Charlie 
Ledova 
Fred Lightner 
(19) 
De Toregos 
Lytell & Fant 
Kitty Doner 
Frank Gaby 
PORTLAND 
Keith’s (26) 
Maxine & Bobb 
Wheeler & Morton 
Mr Wu & Co 
(19) 
Bob Ripa 
Kerr & Ensign 
Bob Murphy 
J Daly-RKO Discov 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith's (26) 
3 McCann Sis 
Leslie Strange 
Goldkette Orch 


Jungleland 
ROCHESTER 
Keith's (26) 

Honey Boys 

Randall & Watson 

Bob Robinson 


Sandy Lang & Co 
(19) 
C Blossom & June 
Jack Housh & Co 
Willard & Bellan 
Joe Termin 
May Wirth & Co 
SALEM 
Keith's (26) 
Bob Ripa 
Kerr & Ensign 
Bob Murphy 
J Daly-RKO Discov 
(19) 
Loma Worth 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Lights & Shadows 


Sylvia Clark 
SALT LAKE 


Orpheum (26) 
A Pritchard Boys 
Zelda Santley 


Eddie Nelson 


(19) 
Reynolds & White 
R Huling & Charlie 
Ledova 

Fred Lightner 
SAN ANTONIO 
Keith's (26) 
Russian Art Circus 

4 Carleton Bros 
Teck Murdock Co 
Earl Faber & Coa 
6 Galenos 

Cook 


Sol 


Sis 


(,0u 


Rea & Nighthawks 
(19) 
Esmond & Grant 
Chick Haines Co 

Billy Dooley 
6 Rocketts 

Shea’s (26) 
Rio Bros & LaSal’e 
Carlena Diamond 
Curley Burns & Co 
Aunt Jemima 


Beehee & Rubyatt 
(19) 


Ewing Eaton 
Abe Reynolds & Co 
Mascagno Septette 
half (30-1) 
Butts & Hadley 
Fred Heider & Co 
L Benstead & Co 
2nd half (23-25) 
Rector & Doreen 
Packard & Dodge 
Just Folks 
Bobby Folsom 
Black & Silver Co 


Western 


R-K-0 


CANTON, O. 
Loew's 
2nd half (31-2) 
Aurora 3 
Elcota & Byrne 
Saxton & Farrell 
Stepanoff & Co 
CEDAR RPDS., IA. 
Iowa 
ist half (27-29) 
Nan Halperin 
E King Steppers 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (30-2) 
The Ingenues 
(One to fill) 
CHICAGO, ITLL. 
Englewood 

ist half (27-29) 
Cedric Lindsay 


Nick Fantasy Rev 
Wallace’s Lions 


George Lyons 
(Others to fill) 
MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 
ist half (27-29) 
Zastro White Rev 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (30-2) 
Honey Family 
Roy Sedley & Co 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Orpheum (26) 
Robbins Family 
Lydia Harris 
Ray & Nord 
Rhea & Santora 
MILWUK’E, WIS. 
Riverside (26) 
Page & Class 


St Cl're Sis & O'D'’y | 


a 
J Burchill Blondes: 


(Tw to 11) 

2nd half (30-2) 
Flo ; Singing C’s 
(O rs ) li) 
DAVENPORT, IA. 

Capitol 

Ist half (27-29) 
Roy Sedicy & Co 
Sgt Seay & Coe 
College Ramblers 
(One to fill) 

29nd half (30-2) 
Nan Halperin 
Eliz King Steppers 


(One to fill) 


DES MOINES, IA. 
Orpheum 


half (27-29) 
Ingenues 


tos 
3 
& 
> 
- 


ND'NAP’L’S, IND. 
Lyric (26) 

King D 

Leo 

Bache's HKomance 

Zulieka 

LINCOLN, NEB. 
Stuart (28) 

Eno Tr 


Dora Early & Co 
U S Indian Bd 
(Two to fill) 


ROCKFORD, 
Palace 
Ist half (27-29) 
Cardini 
Evelyn Dean Boys 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half 
Schictl’s Wondr'tes 
Grace Doro 
Jack Randall Co 
(One to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, 
Orpheum 
Ist half (26-28) 
4 Uessems 
Dalton & Craig 
Pastine Rev 
(Two to fill) 
SO. BEND, 
Palace 
Ist half (27-26) 
Olympian Winners 
Grace Doro 
Casa Lehn Rev 
Reillys 
2nd half (30-2) 
Raymond Bond Co 
3 Allison Sis 
to fiil) 


ILL. 


IA. 


IND. 


HOTEL e 
MANHATTAN 
vse se TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phil 
West 47th nut St. Phila. 
OAKLAND TORONTO C Foster & Co BROOKLYN 
Orpheum (26) Imperial (26) Rome & Dunn Fox (18) 
L Osborne & Chico! Tom Kuma & Co W H Groh & Co “Peasant” 
Roy Rogers Fauntleroy & Van YONKERS Al Lyons 
Viola Dana Smith & Barker Keith's Bob West : 
Chaz Chase Ist half (26-29) Johnson & Duker 


June Worth 

Diehl! Sis 

General Ed La Vine 

Belcher Dancers 

“Rough Romance” 

Paramount (18) 

“Hello Paul’ 

Paul Ash 

Paul Small 

Ethe M Erman 

Al Siegel 

Earl & Elsie 

“For the Defense” 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (19) 

“Coney Island’’ 

Esther Ralston 


Sammy Lewis 
Patti Moore 
Sonny O'Brien 
F Evans’ Beauties 
“Love Among Mil” 
Hippodrome (19) 
Tess Gardella 
Neuman Fier 
Curley Burns & Co 
Myers, Lubow, Rice 
Beehee & Rubyatte 
Carlena Diamond 
“Florodora Girl’ 
CLEVELAND 
State (19) 
Henry Bergman Co 
Ted Claire 
(Others to fill) 
“Be Yourself’ 


DETROIT 


Evans’ Tulip G's 
For the Defense” 
Fox (19) 

Grp Gyp Gypsy” 
Moss & Frey 
(Others to fill) 


Good Intentions” 
Michigan (19) 
“Roliin’ Along” 
tay Bolger 
Del Delbridge 
Di zitanos 
18 Detroit Beauties 


Over Blushing B's’ 
MIN'APOLIS, MIN. 
Minnesota (26) 
Magic Melodies’ 
Helen Lewis Bd 
Ade Duval 
Wanda Harte 
Viola Dubos 
On Wah Tr 
NEW HAVEN 
Fox-Poli (19) 
“Eves” 
y M Greene 
Addie Clifford 
6 Candreva Bros 
(Others to fill) 
“Our Blushing B's” 
NEWARK 
Branford (19) 
“Forward March” 
Eddie Garr 
Nina Olivette 
(Others to fill) 
“Love Among Mil’ 
PHILADELPHIA 


Earle (19) 
“Summer Nights” 
Jay Mills 


Block & Sully 
Bobby Heath 
Brian McDonald 
Copertan & Biddle 
Nita Carol 
Littlefield Girls 
“The Fall Guy” 
Fox (19) 
“Manila Bound” 
(Others to fill) 
“Good Intentions” 
Mastbaum (19) 
“Ginger Snaps” 
Rome & Gaut 
Harrington Sis 
D & E Barstow 
Evans Gamby Girls 
Fabien Sevitsky 
“Way Out West” 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright (19) 
Buddy Page 
Chester Fredricks 
Burns & Allen 
Dorothy Bushey 
“Sweet Mama”’ 
Penn (19) 
“Hit Bits’ 
Douglas Leavitt 
Ruth Lockwood 
(Others to fill) 
“Let Us Be Gay” 
Stanley (19) 
“Lanterns” 
Dick Powell 
Miss Pittsburgh 
Joe Wong 
Pickard’s Chinese S 
“Holiday” 
PROVIDENCE 
Fays (19) 
Wah-Let-Ka 
Gwen Nottages 
Van & G, Vernon 
Murray & Irwin 
Leon's Circus 


Bruz Fletcher 


“Call of West” 


Loew 


NEW YORK CITY 
Boulevard 

ist half (26-29) 

Meehan’'s Dogs 

Bob Fisher 

Chase & LaTour 

Gordon & Walker 

Mann, Brad, Van A 
2nd half (30-1) 

M Zoeller & Co 


Seaman 
Chaney & Fox 
Fairmount 
half (26-29) 
Bros & Betty 


Ist 
Carr 


Znd hal l 
P Kodak & Sis 
Bob Fisher 
Gordon & 
Gale & Carson 
(One to fill 

LINCOLN 8Q. 

Ist half (26-29) 
Margaret Merle 


Walker 
Rev | 


Gale & Ca 


Meroff & Co 
Mall 
Brad, 
to fill) 


Van A 


Norris & Co 
Henderson 
Co 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Corelli & Jeanine 
Dixie Hamilton 
Val Harris & Co 
Donia & Clark 
Trini Varela & Co 
National 
Ist half (26-29) 
Fayne & DeCosta 
Peggy Eames 
Landry 
Howard Co 
2nd half (30-1) 
Large & Morgner 
Madeline Patrice 
Jack Usher & Co 
Rome & Volton 


Pirate Queen 
Orpheum 
Ist half (26-29) 


Les Ghezzis 
3 Rolling Stones 
Val Harris & Co 
(Two to fill) 

2nd half (30-1) 
3 Rhythm Queens 
Margaret Merle 
McLaughlin & Ev's 
Kikutas Japs 
(One to fill) 

Paradise (26) 
H Timberge & Co 
Sammy Timberg 


(Three to fill) 
State (26) 

3 McCann Sis 

Buck Bubbles 

J Rankin & Girls 

Ben Blue 

(One to fill) 
Victoria 

Ist half (26-29) 

P Kodak & Sis 

D Smail & Co 

H Regal & Co 

Prim Seamon & Co 

Maryland Colleg’ns 

2nd half (30-1) 

Stenards 

John R Walsh Co 

Coogan & Casey 


Trixie Friganza 
Les Ghezzis 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave 
Ist half (26-2 
Romaine & 
Grace Nile & 
Boyle & Della 
Chaney & Fox 
(One to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Meenan’s Dogs 


3 Rolling Stones 
Melino & Davis 
Oriental Sketches 


Metropolitan (26) 
Heart Strings 
Josephine Harmon 
Paul Remos & Co 
Barry & Lancaster 
11 Glorious Girls 
Pitkin 
Ist half (26-29) 
Large & Morgner 
Billy Beard 
Bee & R Goman Co 
(Two to fill) 


gnd half (30-1) 


Wilfred DuBois 
Ethel Norris & Co 
Flynn & Mack 
Alex Hyde & Bd 
(One to fill) 
ATLANTA 
Loew's (26) 
Boyd & Wallin 
Cook & Vernon 
P Rae & Octette 
Alexandria-Ols Co 
BALTIMORE 
Loew's (26) 
Ray Teal 
Arnaut Bros 
Babs 
Gaynor & Byron 
BAY RIDGE 


Loew's 
Ist half (26-29) 
Gaines Bros 
Robles & Hamilton 
Cun & Bennett Rev 
(Two to fill) 
2nd half (30-1) 
Kafka, Stan & Mae 
Zelaya 
Flo Gast & Co 
(Two to fill) 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (26) 
Sierak’s Miracles 
Corty & Lee 


H & B Hutchins 
Mary Haynes & Co 
Enchanted Forest 
MONTREAL 
Homer Romaine 
Carlton & Ballew 
Sol Brilliant Co 
Ralph Olsen Co 
Runaway 4 
NEWARK 
Loew's (26) 
Hinds & Leonard 
Emmy's Mad Wages 
Seed & Austin 
R & R Lyte Rev 
NEW JERSEY 
Palisades Pk. (26) 
The Leons 
Jimmy Fletcher 
Tom Davies 3 
Nina & Nora 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (26) 
Helen Carlson 
Russell & Marcont 
Kemper-Jeanie Co 
B Wells & 4 Fays 
NORFOLK 
State (26) 
Trudina Co 
T Wilson Co 
Flo Lewis 
Brown & Brown Bad 


Bobby Jones’ Wrists 
Win Championship Cups 


JACK POWELL’S 
Wrists Win Him the Title of 


“RHYTHM KING” 


Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 


Sey, Put & Milburn 
3 Swifts 
F Masters & Co 
CANTON 
Loew's (26) 
H Harrison's Circus 
Eliz Brice & Co 
Cole & Snyder 
B Cooper Rev 
CAPITOL 
Loew's (26) 
Raye, Ellis, LaR Co 
Ray Collins 
Jack Linderman 
CLEVELAND 
Granada (26) 
Leavitt-Lock'’d Rev 
(Others to fill) 
COLUMBUS 
Loew's (26) 
H Bergman Co 
(Others to fill) 
HOUSTON 
Loew's (26) 
Jack Hanley 
Arthur Ball Co 
Ray Shannon Co 
Roye Maye Co 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (26) 
F Waring’s Penna’s 
(Others to fill) 


MEMPHIS, TENN. 
State (26) 
3 Lordens 


PITTSBURGH 
Loew's (26) 
Dave Schooler 
Ted Claire 
Les Gellis 
June Carr 


TORONTO 
Loew's (26) 
Jordan & Grace 
B Challis Co 
W Sharples Co 
Klein Bros 
Parker, Babb Bd 


WASH'GTON, D.C, 
Loew's (26) 

Teddy Joyce 

Evelyn Wilson 

P Sydell-Spotty 

4 Flash Devils 


WOODHAVEN 
Willard 
Ist half (26-29) 


Mary Zoeller Co 
Dixie Hamilton 
Jack Usher & Co 
Melino & Davis 
Kikutas Japs 

2nd half (30-1) 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Danny Small Co 
P Seamon & Co 
Maryland Colleg’ns 


Fanchon & Marco 


ATLANTA 
Fox (26) 
“Overtures” 
Edison & Gregory 
Toots Novelle 
Jack Goldie 
Huff & Huff 
Helen Hille 
Louise Manning 
BRIDGEPORT, CT. 
Palace (26) 
“Eyes’’ 
6 Candreva Bros 
Don Carroll 
Paul Olsen 
B & E Burroff 
Keo, Yoki & Toki 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
Fox (25) 
“Coral” 
Maurice & Vincent 
Royal Samoans 
La Petit Marie 
Oscar Taylor 
BUTTE, MONT. 
Fox (24-27) 
“Smiles’’ 
Lamberti 
Seymour & Corncob 
Dorothy Neville 
Walter Bradbury 
CHICAGO, ILL. 
Avalon (25) 
“Good Fellows” 
Lucille Page 
BudZAveri!l 
Harrison & Elmo 
Helen Burke 
DENVER, COLO. 
Grand (24) 
“City Service” 
Shapiro-O' Malley 
Seb Meza 
Laddie La Monte 
George Jage 
Frank Sterling 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox (25) 
“Miniature” 
Singers Midgets 


(Others to fill) 
MILWAUK’E, WIS, 
Wisconsin (25) 

“Milky Way” 
Vernon Stiles 
Noree 
Stone & Lee 
Bert Faye 
Steve Moront 
NASHVILLE 
Princess (26) 
“Desert’’ 
E& M Beck 
Muriel Stryker 
Cropley & Violet 
Chief Eagle 
Carla Torney Co 
NEW HAVEN 
Palace (26) 
“Sunshine” 
Vince Silk 
Barton & Young 
A Langan & N Selb 
Mary Lou 
Richard Wally 
NEW YORK 
Crotona (26-29) 
‘Trees’ 
Terrell & Henley 
Naynons Birds 
Reicard & Lev 
Mavis & Ted 
Fawcett - Thurston 
Esther Campbell 
NIAGARA FALLS 
Strand (26) 
“Gyp Gyp Gypsy” 
International Com's 


F Evers & Greta 
Jeanne Alexandrea 
George Prize 

Jack Viaskin 


Ruth Leavitt 
OAKLAND, CAL, 
Oakland (25) 

“Country Club” 
Leonora Cori 
Masters & Grayce 
Ray Samue!s 
Louise & Mitchell 


EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


1632 B’way, at 50th St., N. Y. City 


(Others to fill) 
FRESNO 
(24-26) 


Renoff & Renova 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Webster & Marine 
HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (26) 
“Marble” 
Roy Smoot 
Francia 
Al & Jack 
Hector Co 
Harris 3 
Georgene & Henry 
HOLLYWOOD 
Pantages (24) 
“Green Devil” 
Peg Leg Bates 
Miles & Kover 
Harvey Karels 
Now Wong 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (24) 
“Victor Herbert” 
Walter Powell 
Buddy Howe 
Victor Herbert 
Ernest Belcher D's 
LOS ANGELES | 
State (26) 
‘Western”’ 


Rand 


(Continued on 


| Maxine 


OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (29-31) 
“International” 


Markell & Faun 
Federico Flores 
Nignon Laird 
Billy Carr 


Osaka Boys 


PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (25-31) 


Peasant” 

June Worth 

Johnson & Dymer 

Deihl Sis 

General Levine 

Belcher Dancers 

PORTLAND, ORE, 
Broadway (24) 


‘Romance’ 

Castleton & Mack 

Jerome Mann 

Robert Cloy 

Mary Price 

3 Bricktops 

M Kissett Dancers 

SAN DIEGO 

Fox (24) 

“Gems & Jame 

J & J McKenna 

Will Cowan 

Evelyn 

Jimmy Penman 
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VARIETY 


SQUARE 


Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


Broadway Chatter 


Georgie Price's sister, Lillian, has 
joined George Jessel's new act. 

Blonde Barbara Leeds is back 
after in “Whoopee” on the coast. 

Jarrow and his lemon trick 
back in vaude. 

They're casting for Joe Cook's 
new show at the Erlanger. 

One of the local tabs is aiming 
for a new dramatic editor. 

Roxy marquee is undergoing an 
anniversary wash, 

Louis Cohen won't eat ice cream 
unless it’s frozen. 

Len Morgan working in Wall 
street ind finds it dull there, too. 


Driving back from Hollywood 
took Johnny Singer 12 days with a 
stopoff at Juarez, Mex. 

Irene (R-K-O) Surgot went up in 
a plane in New Hampshire for the 
first time. 


A new face decorates Abner Ru- 
bien’s office—Ruth Sherman, petite, 
brunet and pretty. 

Hugh A. Brady, gen. mgr. for 
Arthur Hammerstein, has returned 
from two months in Europe. 

DeHaven and Nice have split 
their stage partnership of 15 years. 
in Germany, 

Joe Quittner is a big time major 
in the Army Intelligence Corps, be- 
sides being an upstate exhib. 

Arthur Houghtons’ specs. 
with 
street. 

Frank Richardson, Fox picture 
actor, is making some personal ap- 
pearances in the Fox eastern the- 
atres. 

Hugh Donny promoted to gen- 
eral agent for Seaboard Airline 
with offices in Washington. Was 
assistant passenger agent. 

Now that Jesse Long has gone to 
Boston, Mrs. Long will be there 
shortly. Jesse has gone to help 
manage “Tattle Tales,” new musical. 

There’s a legit agent who won't 
play golf unless it’s for a dollar a 
hole—but when he plays for a dol- 
lar-a-hole, he’s too nervous to play. 

LaFayette and LaVerne, at the 
Sevilla-Biltmore, Havana, last win- 


are 


Even 
‘em passed by friends on 


Next to the stage door of the 
Palace Theatre. the new home oi 


MRS. GERSON’S GRILL 


After 11 Years on Broadway 


ter, sail for Bermuda July 26 for 
four weeks at the Hamilton hotel. 

Arthur Sheekman, former. col- 
umnist, Chicago ‘Times,’ is now at 
work in the Metro home office, 
where he prepares trailer themes. 

J. L. Cauthorn, general manager 
on the coast for the Scripps-How- 
ard papers, is the father-in-law of 
Charlie Kurzman, 

Will Morrissey says he's getting 
together an all-colored musical for 
a run at the Hampden, opening in 
two weeks. Name of show and cast 
not mentioned. 

Virginia Smith is recovering from 
an operation for a slight tumor at 
the Hospital for the Crippled on 
East 42d street. Dr. Amey was the 
surgeon. 

Eddie Williams, dancing pee wee, 
who has been engaged around the 
Billy Pierce studios as a sort of a 
shadow to Buddy Bradley, has quit 
to go into vaude, 


I. H. (Buddy) Morris started va- 
cationing Monday (21). Visiting 
Newfoundland, just to make sure 
there’s distance between him and 
the main stem, 

Much of the former theatrical as- 
pect to the Larchmont Yacht Club 
is missing. The late E. F. Albee 
was a member. J. J. Murdock, long 
an active member, resigned, with 
Murdock reported having rented his 
Larchmont home. 

Leon Blanchet, who went Holly- 
wood for three months, is back on 
the canyon. Says Hollywood was 
never like this, referring to the hot 
nights. 

Louise Squires, former vaude 
partner of Bert Gordon and who 
later sued Gordon for talking scan- 
dal about her, sailed for Bermuda 
Saturday (19). Two weeks to fill 
at the Hamilton Hotel. 

The dancing Glorias (Albert and 
Adelaide) are going into the sum- 
mer hotel biz next season, having 
acquired a large tract in Vermont 
right opposite Brattleboro, N. H., 
the Hampshire-Vermont state line. 

Genevieve Harris, picture critic,, 
Chicago “Post,” and Doris Arden, 
m. p., critic, Chicago “Times,” are 
spending their vacation in New 
York. Included among the summer 
visitors is Helen Driscoll of the 
Cleveland Press. 

When Artie Stebbins was beaten 
in 36 holes at Glen Oakes last week 
by Mitchell May, Jr., $10,000 changed 
hands. Of that 10, $2,000 was Artie’s. 
He bet on himself with May. Full 
score for the route was 167 Steb- 


bins’ to May’s 156. 


AGL NGA AGA AGS 


EARL CARROLL VANITIES 


EIGHTH EDITION 
66 Glittering Scenes—!, 
WILLIAMS—Jimmy SAVO—Jack BENNY 
A Cast of 150 and the 
Most Beautiful Girls in the World 
462 Good Balcony Seats at $1.00 


NEW AMSTERDAM THEA., W. 42d St. 
Nightly and Popular Mats. WED. and SAT. 


Herb 


1ith MONTH 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly Dishonorable 


Comeay Hit by Preston Sturaes 
with TULLIO CARMINATI 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 
This Attraction Never at Cut Rates 


AVON THEATRE, West 45th Street 


Eves.8:50  Mats.Thurs.& Sat.2:30 
(Theatre Cooled by tced Air) 


8TH MONTH 


GRACE GEORGE 


in the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 
with A. E. Matthews 
and Lawrence Grossmith 


PLAYHOUSE 48th St., E. of Bway. Eves 


8:50. Mts. Wed. & Sat., 2:30 


_The Theatre Guild Presents 


THE NEW 


Garrick Gaieties 


Seats at Box Office, $1-$3.00 


GUILD THEATRE 
52ND ST., W. OF B'WAY 
8:30. Mats. Thurs. & Sat., 


2:30 


Evgs. 
50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 


R O X of S.L. Rothafel (ROXY) 
O “WILD COMPANY” 


— FRANK ALBERTSON 
H. WARNER, Sharon Lynn, 
ey Compton A Fox Picture 
Brilliant Stage Show—RAVEL’'S 
“BOLERO” —Roxy Symphony—HARRIET 
Y HOCTOR in New Ballet. Ballet Corps, 52 
Roxyettes, Russian Cathedral Choir, 
Chorus—a Silhouette, 


| 


SECOND WEEK 


NORMA SHEARER 
in ‘LET US BE GAY’ 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


On the Stage 
HERMAN TIMBERG in Revue 
Don Albert—Orchestra 


APITOL 


51st ST. 
Coming: ‘Sins of the Children” 


RKO—Always a Good Show 


EDDIE 


Karyl Norman—Cheney & Fox 
Eddie Dowling and Big Surprise 
Medley & Duprey—‘Dare” Wahi 
and Lester Allen & Nellie Bre en 


AVE. 


‘Wednesday to Vriday, July 23 to 25 
ROD La ROCQUE 
in Radio Pictures’ 
“BEAU BANDIT” 


Arabian Frolics Revue 


10—People—10 
AVE 
Wednesday to Friday, July 23 to 25 
ROD La ROCQUE 
in Radio Pictures’ 
“BEAU BANDIT” 
“ODDS AND ENDS” Kevue 
17—People—17 


The term of Magistrate Augustus 
Dreyer has been extended. To have 
expired in 1932. Goes on to 1940, if 
he cares to serve until then, 


Golf and Gas 


Hollywood, July 22 
The gas war is over here, but 
the boys are still angling to get 
an edge on each other. 
A chain of gas stations is 
giving one ticket for a round of 
miniature golf with every 10 


gallons of gas purchased. 


Chatter in Loop 


George Meighan new Buicking. 


Al Butler's weakness, window 
shopping. 


Town has 900 registered amateur 
bike riders. 

Detroit trying to steal Chi’s rep 
as gangland. 

Wm. Wrigley, Jr., saw his first 
hoss race when he went Classic. 
Pee Wee golf courses now tour- 
namenting for $350 weekly prizes. 
Furniture show is featuring a 
collapsible bar for use in the par- 
lor. 

Will J. Harris marathoning a 
summer cold now in its second 
month. 

Henri Keats grinding the organ 
at the Oriental, while Preston 
Sellers is on the vakashe. 

Harry Rossnagle, manager of the 
Harris, enthused over backgam- 
mon; also quoits. 

Fritz Blocki, asst. d. e. of “Amer- 
ican,” now being bylined for every- 
thing. 

Harry Munns planning a summer 
voyage to Berlin, where he can try 
the w.k. cases. 

Watermelon’ getting surprising 
play this season. Old-time water- 
melon parties are coming back. 
Kid racketeers guiding visitors 
through the Merchandise Mart, 
reputed the world’s largest building. 
Harry Russell handles all the bet- 
ting money for the outdoor show 
mugegs. 

Keystone Club first out with an 
exclusive baby golf course. For 
the roulette players only. 
Stockyards, now in T4th year, 
continue to draw 500 to 1,000 visi- 
tors daily. 

Clark Rodenbach, “Daily News” 
creek, changed from sailor straws 
to a cowboy panama. 

Druggists trying to stop sale of 
ice cream on the stems so their 
own cash register will ring more 
often. 

John Hunter, one of the town’s 
en@urance flyers, turned up with 
a hideaway bride. Under cover 
since May. 

Eunice Lefkowitz, the redhead 
with the perfect temperament in 
the R-K-O ad office, back after a 
blistering week in Kansas City. 
Colosimo’s turned up the famous 
Argos gospel lectionary of the 10th 
Century. Gangsters took oath over 
it. Now in University of Chi. 

Randolph street cluttered with 
sandwich men, and fortune telling 
tea rooms wherever the rent is low 
enough. 

Westinghouse gave 25,000 em- 
ployees at one time two weeks’ 
vacation on pay, to go out and 
boost the merits of the town. 

C. A. Herbel, manager of the 
Universal exchange, recovering on 
a Wisconsin farm after that long 
siege of pleurisy. 

World’s largest airmail letters 
being sent to governors of all states 
‘to bally coming air circus. $1.20 
postage. 

Chick Castle, 


still the Beau 
3rummel of the Loop, summering 
at Geneva with his pet walking 
sticks and four afternoon coats, 
Streams of pennants above the 
canopies of all B & K Loop houses 
after R-K-O took down the gan- 
falons over the State-Lake. 
Favored stage hands of the Chi 
Opera are being given trips to 
Europe by Samuel Insull,+to see 
how stage hands work abroad. 
Louis De Wolf, manager of the 
Keystone, lost $875 in receipts to 
two bandits who picked him up in 
their car, drove to the theatre and 
watched him open the safe. 
Jim Mullen, in white fiannels, sit- 
ting on the ash can at Clark and 


Randolph, squawking about the 
present dark days for fight pro- 
moters. 


Danny Graham of the Sam Rob- 
erts agency, a quiet guy gone lit- 
erary, and has been cracking stories 
written by himself in the “Daily 
News” mag section, 

Sid Yates, youngest brother of 
New York Irving and Charley, giv- 
ing show biz the go by. He will 
enter the U. of Chicago law school 
in the fall. Kid is a basektball 
star on the side. 


E. M. Glucksman, a Vienna Ph. 


Chatter in London 


A cinema here has gone silent. 

Nash Twins latest sister act. 

Tableaux vivants are still scoring 
as variety novelties. 

Miles Mander in a huddle with 
the B. I. exec. 

Bertram Mills’ circus is now out 
in the sticks. 

George Atkinson taking raps at 
Billie Dove. 

Margaret Baird latest talker dis- 
covery. No Television connection. 

Jan Kiepura singing to the press. 
What a life! 

In the midst of flicker flops most 
places “Cuckoos” clicking smoothly. 

Oscar amassing a 
reputation. Lon job. 

Martin Lewis now ranks himself 
aces as a talker player. 

Gracie Fields may go to Holly- 
wood. Too bad. 


Paris Chatter 


Herbe Howe ready to Marcosson 
some of Europe's best. 


Norma Talmadge coolly listening 
when a reporter who does not know 
her by sight is assured that she is 
not on the train. 


Irvin Marks threw a big party at 
the Abbayie de Theleme. 


Dick Bevan—or as he is some- 
times formally called — Richard 
Reese Bevan, has given up cabaret 
piano playing at the Cloche over 
here. He has withdrawn into a very 
charming apartment on one of the 
quais, with a splendid view of the 
Seine to inspire him, and is now 
shut up there composng a musical 
comedy. 


Florence O’Denishawn came to 
Paris with high hopes and her two 
partners. She and the two partners 
are leaving this week. The other 
night she stated that artists with 
appetites any way normal could not 
expect them to be fully gratified on 
a Parisian salary. If you accept 
an engagement at Deauville, Le 
Touquet or any place at all swank, 
you practically have to pay for the 
engagement, not to speak of keep- 
ing body and soul together along 
with the terrific expense of living 
up to appearances. Appearances at 
French smart resorts cost a lot of 
money. So after filling several Lon- 
don engagements and working out 
a week contract at the Pre-Catelan 
in the Bois, Florence is going back 
to Broadway where money is money. 
Jim Abbe is not only the artists’ 
friend but his house in St. Cloud 
is where they all hang out when 
they get to Paris. His own arts— 
photography and literature—are 
creating a stir in Germany where 
his new book is on the eve of ap- 
pearing. 

Lynwood Farnam, New York or- 
ganist, will give a series of concerts 
on the organ of the St. Germain- 
ces-Pres Church, Paris. 

Victor Boi:cher, matinee idol, who 
made such a hit in “Sexe Faible” 
is leaving for Switzerland to re- 
cuperate from a slight operation 
and will not work before the fall. 

Rita Weiman has left Paris for 
a long holiday in Juanles-Pins. 

Norma Talmadge came into Paris 
practically in the shadow of Mr. 
Kassner, the United Artists’ repre- 
sentative, who met her at the boat 
train. Every time a reporter came 
up Miss Talmadge ducked behind 
Mr. Kassner’s broad back while he 
blandly told the reporters that she 
hadn’t arrived on that boat. Never- 
theless, the very next day she was 
lunching out at Armenonville with 
Gilbert Roland, Mr. and Mrs. Andre 


Lord, Mrs. Seymour Knox and Mr. 
Clifford Harmon. 
D, but not generally known, has 


been the Gree Grill lunch fury late- 
ly, showing what's wrong with the 
way O. O. McIntyre describes Eu- 
rope. 

Town on gambling spree. Every- 
body trying to make little money 
work for them, and to parlay a 
couple bucks into a fortune. Rec- 
ord breaking attendance at the 
tracks and for baseball. Mob going 
especially strong for policy. 

With Humphrey at the club are 
Malcolm “Buzz” Eagle, formerly an 
agent in New York, who is general 
manager; Glenn Burt, former Keith 
booker, managing the aviation field, 
and Henry Catdlina, formerly an 
actor, manager of the dining room 
and refectory. Club is on two main 
highways between Chicago and De- 
troit and has been drawing heavily 


from the profession all summer. 


Hal Jones continues picking up 
golf trinkets. 


Donovan Pedelty dickering with 
Hollywood ducats, 


George Millet purchasing house. 
boats. 


Dennis King stays 
after all. 


Kissing officially declared dan. 
gerous by medicos. Unnoticed. 

Sir, Alfred Butt publishing his 
losses. Current craze here. 


Dames wear shorts over the 
week-ends, according to chatterers, 

Madeleine Carroll's p. a. discoverg 
a likeness to Tallulah. Chiefly due 
to number of bedroom scenes. 


Arthur Dent reckons he’s the 
stenographer’s nightmare. Dictateg 
around 200. 


Mrs. Gregg, wife of E. S., Western 
Blectric’s European boss, hurt in 
auto accident. 

S. Gilbert of Ideal reckoned him- 
self a cert for the R-K-O space 
desk. Came unstuck. 

Max and Harry Nesbitt have 
swelled the ranks of American im- 
ports. 

Someone’s discovered there's 
something to do in town on a Sun- 
day nite. But doesn’t say what. 

Regret to announce the awful 
fox-trot about Amy Johnson is 
gaining in popularity. 

A. M. Bass, passion peddler from 
the sticks, has joined the new Radio 
line-up here. 

H. Burgess out of Gaumont-Brit- 
ish for the advert. department of 
R-K-O. 

Dames can be made beautiful at 
the cheaper shops for two bucks, 
including tip. 

Philip Sage, Chicago newspaper- 
man, has been here six months. Still 
hates the sight of the place. 

Winnie Collins and Walter Wil- 
liams reunited as an act after two 
years. 

Mickey Mouse has been one of 
the biggest screen raves ever on 
this side. 

Amazing thing this side is the 
way the film desk men can get away 
with the mistakes they make. 

Terence de Marney in the news 
again. Got a “Journey’s End” com- 
plex. 

Trade depression here makes it 
difficult for the smalltimers to touch 
loans around Leicester Square. 

Eric Findon, son of the film 
critic, getting talker breaks again, 
Rates himself an actor. 

Ellacott Genner of Fox has de- 
veloped a rave over “Common 
Clay.” 

Cricket at Lords now is more a 
mannequin parade than a sporting 
event. 

A. Flanagan, film writer, on 
week’s vacation. House burgled, 
auto smashed and got nabbed for 
furious driving. But held his job. 

Loudspeakers at the pleasure 
spots down the river serve to re- 
mind folks they can’t get away 
from the B. B. C, 

It is not often an American pic- 
ture is world premiered in London. 
The last two were “The Trespasser” 
and “Happy Days.” United has now 
presented “Raffles” to the trade at 
the Pavilion, prior to any showing 
in America. As it’s a Ronald Col- 
man picture and has cricketing se- 
quences perhaps the move _ was 
shrewd publicity. 

Acting at the rate of a dollar a 
second is believed to have been reg- 
istered by Sacha Guitry and Mlle. 
Printemps at a reception given by 
Lady Ludlow here recently. The 
French pair played for about an 
hour and ‘the payroll was around 
$5,000. 

William R. Hearst is at the Savoy. 
He invited 20 people as his guests 
at his castle in Scotland. When re- 
minded there was only sleeping room 
for 10, he said that would be all 
right, and his secretary slept with 
the horses. 


in England 


ASKING ‘$10,000 DAMAGES 


Horace De Bank, who for the past 
eight years has operated a candy 
concession in Loew’s Lincoln Square, 
66th street and Broadway, and pre- 
viously played in vaudeville, will 
shortly start suit against the own- 
ers of the building wherein Loew's 
Lincoln Square is situated for $10,- 
000 for personal injuries. 

De Bank, through Attorney E. 
Fraaklyn Goldner, alleges that three 
weeks ago while walking along the 
sidewalk in front of the building t® 
enter the theatre he stumbled on 4 
grating in front of the store and 
broke his shoulder. An examina- 
tion of the grating revealed that it 


was broken. 


was ! 
Celita 
woulc 
peop! 
They 
drid, 

Pana) 


Kit 
the / 
porte 
tary 
bad i 

Mis 
was 
chief 
askin 
man 
Balbe 
atten 
have 
soldir 

Fo 
has 
mané 
main 
said 


: 
iy 
| 
| 
| Night 
dead. 
fioor s 
new. 
the fo 
and Do 
slim 
| prereta 
| Rineka, 
‘Kitty 
| | and M 
| ties” 4 
The 
= | dered 
ageme 
| on all 
Metr 
ican 
Panam 
Metro 
Payne, 
t same 
mony, 
Happy 
ropole, 
Jack C 
& Zoe 
ess f 
Panan 
| | 
4 Happy 
Lopez 
ager 
them 
™m. Si 
went 
| by Dr 
the 
payin} 
fered 
was 
| | f and f 
daance 
| | | § ment 
| | | the 
| | | 
| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
YORK THEATRES | | 
\ 4 va 
| | | 
| ent 
i | eat tc J 
mer 
“Mi: 
| 
| | | 
‘ | | ie 
| i 
the 
| I 
i 
| | out 
| i 
| | 
a Bil 
I 
* for 
| | | 
4 


TEMES SQUARE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


One Girl Deported; 


4 Get Married 


In Panama—Colon Bars Negro Show 


By Bea Drew 


Panama, July 14. 

Night life in Panama remains 
dead. Kelly's Ritz has the largest 
show with most of its lineup 

ew. Sada Tremaine, hostess, with 
the following entertainers: Babe 
and Dolly Thornton, Patsy O'Neal, 
slim  Morriss, Marie Mantell, 
Hereta Lane, June Morgan, Marie 
Rineka, Olive Follen, Angy Reed, 
‘Kitty Casioy, Claudina and Manolo, 
and Mae Chatelaine. Latter works 
jn the chorus of “Bolivar Beau- 
ties” and leads numbers. 

The Alamo, native cabaret, or- 
dered closed by the mayor. Man- 
agement failed to pay the tax levied 
on all cabarets. 

Metro will open a Central Amer- 
jean exchange here, either in 
Panama City or Colon. 

Double Wedding 

Grace Coleman, entertainer at the 
Metropole, was married to Charlie 
Payne, Colon’s star barber. At the 
same time, with the same cere- 
mony, Mary Gray Allen, niece of 
Happy Draughan, owner of the Met- 
ropole, married Chief Petty Officer 
Jack Coolikoff, radio operator on the 
U. Ss. S. “Denver.” 

Zoe Linares, musician and poet- 
ess from Boston, is living in 
Panama City. 

Judge Prompt Collector 

-Agurri Sisters, ertertainers at the 
Happyland «-baret, told Judge 
Lopez that - ppy Draughan, man- 
ager and owner of cabaret, owed 
them $244 for services. At 3:30 a. 
m. Sunday morning Judge Lopez 
went to the Metropole, also owned 
by Draughan, and personally took 
the money from the cash register, 
paying the girls. The cashier of- 
fered no resistance as the judge 
was accompanied by a policeman 
and police peeve easily here. 

Not the Usual Girls 

Marcial and Celita Fernandez, 
dancers, refused a cabaret engage- 
ment in Panama after their tour of 
the Canal zone club houses. Salary 
was not tempting enough and Miss 
Celita said under no consideration 
would she sit at tables and talk to 
people she had never met before. 
They came from the Chateau Ma- 
drid, Havana, and _ sailed from 
Panama for California. 

Kitty Merritt Deported 

Kitty Merritt, star entertainer at 
the Atlantic cabaret, is being de- 
ported from the Canal Zone. Milli- 
tary police reported Kitty had a 
bad influence on service men. 

Miss Merritt was not told she 
was to be deported. Dr. Hearn, 
chief health officer, sent her a note 
asking to see her at once. A police- 
man was waiting to escort her to 


floor 


Balboa. Miss Merritt said: “I have 
attended strictly to business and 
have not been friendly with any 


soldiers.” 

For the last four months the gir] 
has worked at the Atlantic and the 
management tried to have her re- 
main, but the military authorities 
said no. 

7 Married Service Men 

Evelyn Nesbit has left’ for 
York. 

Grace Lynch and Mary Smith and 
entertainers at Bilgray’s, now 


New 


closed, were married: Miss Lynch 

to John Maxwell and Miss Smith 

Boyd Benjamin, both service 
en. 


Hariem Biues 
The mayor of Colon will not per- 


mit the colored American show, 
Miami Follies,” to play in any 
Colon theatre because of a.leged 


immoral dances by the performers. 

Local talent at Army Post, bill 
themselves as the Actors’ Guild. 
Gloria Carpenter, new entertainer 
at Over the Top cabaret. 


|Billy Rose’s Week-End 
With His Fannie, Flies 
And 1,000 Kibitzers 


“Don’t be surprised if I write a 
song ‘Fire Island Fannie’ for my 
show,” said Billy Rose after a small 
week-end visit to his Miss Brice, 
who is trying to hide away down 
there for a month. “I got the great 


how-are-you stuff from a _ house 
party of amazing numbers. Planned 
a two-day stay. Did I rest? Well 
I just had to quit after one day 
and it will take me two months to 
get right.” 

Rose says that even total strang- 
ers stopped him on the paths to 
say that “Cornbeef and Roses” is a 
lousy title for a show, but he turn- 
ed down a suggestion to change the 
name to “Pigs Feet and Pansies.” 

“However,” said the new pro- 
ducer after recounting the experi- 
ences as a guest in his own house, 
“I've been thinking of new names 
for Fire Island. They might call it 
‘Poison Ivy Heaven,’ but much bet- 
ter would be ‘Greenhead Fly Beach.’ 


Ran Out 


“Boy, did those greenies sting. 
Seemed like they had mouths full 
of needles. Tried to rest on the 
beach after dodging countless hunks 
of broken glass. No good. First the 
flies bit right through the bathing 
suit and then Fannie’s kibitzers 
made merry very loudly. 

“That chas_d me to the showers. 
Sneaked upstairs to steal some sleep 
but more week-enders were touring 
the upper reaches of one of those 
transparent affairs they call houses, 
making suggestions about decorat- 
ing the walls. Stuck around for 
dinner but that was not so good 
because the gravy was too thin. 

“Deciding it was a complete bust 
I hired a speed boat, at a price, and 
reached Bayshore. Caught in a 
Sunday night traffic jam, got home 
with a disposition fringed with sand 
burs. 

“Just got word from Fannie that 
everything is forgiven, so guess 
lll have to go down there again 
at the end of the week.” 


Golfie’s Curfew 


Denver, July 22. 


Curfew rings every midnight for 
miniatures. 

Unless gates are closed promptly 
at midnight on the corner lot pool 
table golf courses and _ patrons 
shooed out police will close ’em up 
and operators are liable to find 
themselves out of business 

Action taken after neighbors 
complained. 

Several wealthy miniature fans 
are putting baby golf courses in 
their back yards. Croquet sets are 
in demand by those too poor either 
to put in their own fairways or to 
play on the corner lots. 


MIDGET IN TIMES SQ 


First of the Tom Thumb golf 
courses in Times Square will be 
on 51st street between 6th and 7th 
| avenues, opening shortly. 


ie York Nicer Than Chicago 


Psiond the benefit of Chicagoans who love their town and say it’s so 
uch nicer than New York, here’s why they’re wrong: 


Because there are more juice sta 
on State street. 


. 
Because for every Chicago gunm 
there 


shut. 
-ecause the New York police are 


nds on Broadway than electric lights 


an with one gun who brags about it, 


is one New York gunman with two guns who keeps his mouth 


a lot prettier. 


é Because 6,000,000 people without food are better off than 3,000,000 with- 
ut food in case they should have to start eating one another. 


prcnues New York theatres have 
Bi ecause Jimmy Walker doesn't w 

Because when they “touch” you i 
not your head. 


Because on New York’s east side 


live actors in ’em. 
ear a sombrero with his tuxedo, while 


1 Thompson does, and brown shoes besides. 


n New York, they hit your sympathy, 


you can buy a large pickled herring 


for a nickel, while Chicago’s east side is just a lake and al! wet. 


€cause trains coming into New York generally carry a few pas- 
S€ngers. 

“hicago may be funnier, but not nicer. 


Chance for Reformers 


Though theatres believe 
themselves dented in patron- 
age to some extent by the 
midget golf courses, it would 
rather seem that the pool 
rooms and the dance halls are 
the greatest sufferers. 

Investigation by reformers 
might establish this to be a 
fact, giving the reformers at 
last a chance toa really do 
something by promoting the 
golf courses, to break down 
the pool rooms-dance halls. 


RACKETEERS MUST 60; 
NEW ‘STRONG ARM’ NOW 


Racketeers, beer barons, rum ped- 
dlers and “boys” with “lemon 
sheets” (criminal records) will have 
to keep on the hop and away from 
Broadway was the edict issued by 
Police Commissioner Mulrooney 
when he “gated” acting lieut. Paddy 
Fitzgibbons, police department Glee 
Club head, who has had charge of 
the “strong arm” squad in upper 
Manhattan. 

Mulrooney is quoted as stating 
that he wants action. Or there will 
be more transfers and demotions. 
The transfer of Fitzgibbons, who 
made his headquarters around “Maz- 
da Lane” came as a shock. “Pad- 
dy” has a world of weight. He is 
known by many as the politician- 
cop. Fitzgibbons exchanges places 
with Sergeant Harry Rohrs. Others 
were transfered in command of 
other branches of the strong arm 
squad. 

Lieut. Tony Kelly is “Boss” of the 
strong arm squad. Sometime ago 
they began an intensive drive and 
publie spirited citizens complained. 

Since the placing of a weak “pine- 
apple” on the sill of the Simplon 
Club, 26 West 53rq street recently 
the Police Commissioner decided 
that a change in squads imperative. 

Detective “Johnny” Broderick, 
former head of the Industrial Squad, 
which embraced the strong arm 
squad, would probably be the best 
man available for this kind of work. 
Broderick is feared by the gorillas. 
When Grover Whalen became 
Police Commissioner, Broderick’s 
wings were clipped. He has been 
sorely missed. 


CARROLL BUNCH WANT 
TO BE TRIED BY JURY 


Counsel for Ear] Carroll, Jimmy 
Savo, the comedian, and Faith Ba- 
con and Kay Carroll, who were 
held by Magistrate Gotlieb for trial 
before three Justices in Special 
Sessions on a charge of giving an 


indecent performance in Carroll's 
“Vanities,” has served notice on 
District Attorney Crain that he 


would move for a jury trial in Gen- 
eral Sessions for the defendants. A 
motion to this effect will be made 
before Judge Otto A. Rosalsky in 
Part One of General -Sessions. If 
the motion is granted it means that 
the evidence must first be present- 
ed to the Grand Jury for indictment. 

It is understood the attorneys for 
the defendants will be backed by 
counsel for the owners of the New 
Amsterdam theatre in the motion 
for the jury trial. It is contended 
that not only are the defendants 
entitled to such a hearing, but the 
property rights of the controllers 
of the theatre are at stake. If a 


| conviction is had, it is pointed out, 


the theatre may face a year’s pad- 
lock under the Wales law. 


|MARRIED MAN’S INDECENCY 


Alfred Phillipp Held on Complaint 
of 12-Year-Old Girl 


Alfred Phillipp, 39, bond salesman 
for the firm of Newton & Townsend, 
brokers, was held for trial in Spe- 
cial Sessions on the charge of im- 
pairing the morals of a minor. The 
defendant offered a plea of not 


guilty. He furnished bail. 

The defendant was arrested at 
his home by Detective Bill Mc- 
Conachie, of West 68th street, and 


Joseph McCarthy, of the Children’s 
Society. Phillipp resides with his 
wife at 164 West 76th street. 

John Tibbitt, father of Dorothy 


| ‘Tibbitt, 12, made the complaint on 
'behalf of his daughter. 


According 
to the statement made by the com- 
plainant, she returned a book to the 
defendant. The latter's actions, the 
complainant stated, were indecent. 

The Tibbitts live in the same 
building as the defendant. 


Large Social Staffs 


for Any Kind 


Of Show in Big Resort Hotels 


Gerri Tiavetti Given 
Lift, Then Lost Bag in 
Car—Accuses Driver 


Geraldine (Gerri) Tiavetti, 22, 
tall, who stated she is a poet, news- 
paper writer and dancer appeared 
in West Side Court and told Magis- 
trate Adolph Sterm bow she was 
robbed of a handbag containing a 
diamond ring, rosary beads and a 
contract that she had with Fox 
Film. 

The defendant, Edward Caliendo, 
25, taxi chauffeur, of 734 Taylor 
avenue, Bronx, denied the charge. 
His wife sobbed in court @uring the 
hearing. Caliendo was held for the 
action of the grand jury in $1,000 
bail, which he furnished. Attorney 
Joseph Butler appeared for the de- 
fendant. 

“I had been to Pelham Heath,” 
stated the complainant. “We mo- 
tored to Manhattan with a party of 
friends. We stopped at the Palm 
Beach Club, 104th street and Co- 
lumbus avenue. 

“My friends were having a splen- 
Gid time. And I had a date in the 
early forenoon to go horseback rid- 
ing in Central park. Tired and 
fatigued I needed some sleep. So 
I just quit the party. 

“When I reached the street I 
waited for a cab. The defendant 
pulled to the curb and asked if I 
wanted a lift. I consented. We had 
coffee in Silver's restaurant. “Home 
James,” I said to Caliendo. 

“My nose was shiny. I began to 


powder it. I placed my handbag 
with the $1,100 ring, rosary and 
contract on the seat alongside 


where I sat to the rear of the de- 
fendant. 

“When I completed the powder- 
ing I sought my bag and it was 
gone, I accused the defendant of 
taking it and he stated that I was 
making a serious charge. I ordered 
him to drive me to the West 47th 
street station. There I was told to 
go to West 100th street which I did.” 

The detectives searched the car 
and also Caliendo but could not find 
the bag nor gems. Caliendo had 
borrowed the roadster he was in. 
He admitted he gave the dancer a 
lift but denied the theft. 

Miss Tiavetti told the reporters 
she was borm in South America. 
Her father, Joseph, she stated,  !s 
a wealthy food producer. She as- 
serted she wrote for the Chicago 
“American.” 

She also asserted she had been 
in a vaude act with Harry Burns, 
and now is with Bartlett Brown, 
with the team’s name to be Brown 
and Tiavetti, she asserted. 


Mexican “Palace of Joy” 
Closed on U. S. Complaint 


Galveston 

The Hole in the Wall, Mexican 
saloon and “palace of pleasure” 
which long was a pain in the neck 
to the Prohibition element at El 
Paso has been closed by orders 
from Mexico City, due to interven- 
tion of Ambassador Morrow. This 
unique dispensary of good cheer, 
and hang-out of the El Paso addicts 
of night life, was located on an 
island in the Rio Grande, just over 
the boundary line, between El Paso 


July 22. 


and Juarez, and did busimess 24 
hours a day. 
Cabaret and other features were 


included in attractions, 


Social status at mountain re- 


has increased to such 


sorts 
portions 
are able to 
ment they desire, 
of legit musicals and plays. 

Grossinger’s, one of the largest 
hotels in the Catskills, accommo- 
dating around 1,000 guests, employs 
a social staff. 

Beside the usual entertainers ad- 
ditional theatrical people are hired 
intermittently when special produc- 
tions are being put on. About 
twice a month the staff puts on 
musical comedies and revues. 

Other hotels in the mountain re- 
sorts constantly try to keep the 
guests amused. Previously enter- 
tainment was of an amateur qual- 
ity. <A little song and dance and 
the audience was satisfied. Now 
the songs and dances are only used 
to cheer during eating periods, or 
when the guests are lolling about 
the porch. Totem Lodge employs 
two art directors, one as chief and 
the other as his assistant. 

All methods are used to give the 
presentations big time flavor. 
When steals of Broadway musicals 
are to be used, the socia] director 
sends the leads of his troupe to 
Broadway to witness the original 
production, if still running. 


HAYAKAWA GEMS TAKEN; 
NO BURGLAR INSURANCE 


“Jimmy Men” raided the home of 
Sessue Hayakawa, Japanese screen 
star, on the l4th floor of the fash- 
ionable apartment, Sherman Square 
studio, 160 West 73d street, and 
stole $22,000 in miscellaneous jew- 
elry. 

The robbery was discovered by 
Mrs. Tsuru Aoki Hayakawa, wife of 
the cinema star, when she returned 
from a show about 11:30 p.m. The 
outer door leading to her apartment 
—stout oaken affair—had been jim- 


pro- 


tnat now social directors 


put on any entertain- 


including copies 


mied, a job requiring at least 30 
minutes, 
Inside, she hurried to a foyer 


closet, where the gems had reposed 
in a morocco leather case behind a 
hat. The case was left behind, but 
the gems were gone. On the floor 
near the closet rested two large 
burglars’ jimmies. 

Mrs. Hayakawa has a richly fur- 
nished suite of 10 rooms. 

On the same floor are six other 
tenants, but none heard the noise 
of the “jimmy men.” Fingerprints 
were taken of the tools, but Detec- 
tives Con Manning and Bill O’Con- 
nor were unable to find fingerprints, 
The burglars left behind a fortune 
in ermine wraps and Oriental ob- 
jects. 

Mrs. 
that a 


Hayakawa told 
duplicate key she 
the foyer closet had been missing. 
“I placed the key some place, but 
I forgot where I placed it. Only Mr. 
Hayakawa and myself knew that 
the jewels were in the closet. 

Mrs. Hayakawa was a screen star 
until five years ago. Sessue Haya- 
kawa is now in Japan, where he is 
forming the Sessue Production Co. 
with Japanese capital, stated Mrs. 
Hayakawa. 

“I dropped the insurance about 
nine months ago,” stated Mrs. Ha- 
yakawa. “The premium was over 
$200. The only pieces of jeweis the 
thieves did not get are the two 
pieces I am wearing, a pearl neck- 
lace and this large diamond ring,” 
said the wife of the cinema star. 


reporters 
had for 


Friars Parade Two Miles in Hot Sun 


At Coney, But Go Floppo with $5 Show 


The Friars’ Frolic in its second 
week-end foray, was not so hot and 
yet it was hot; in fact, the heat is 
blamed for disappointing trade. A 
crack show at $5 top was put on by 
the club men, with a flock of names 
and all appearing. 

About 2,600 was taken in at 
Long Beach. The crusher came at 
Brighton, where the gate was only 
$1,400. Friars didn’t lose money ex- 
actly but made little. 

in the hot Sunday afternoon sun 


the Friars paraded Surf avenue, 


Coney Island, from the Half Moon 
Hotel to the Brighton Beach the- 
atre, about two miles. They were 
forbidden a boardwalk parade. Po- 
lice escorted the marchers, 

The clubmen wore the usual 
Friars cowl. One kid wanted to 


know what was the idea of the rain- 
coats. At &:30 there were about 50 
people in the Brighton. Art Frank 
and his band ballyhooed outside and 
a fairly good bunch was drawn in- 


side, with the prices slashed, 
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VARIETY 


TIMES SQUARE—SPORTS 


Wednesday, July 23, 1939 


Gags, Wise Cracks and Nifties 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


There must be about 200 gags 


and wise cracks daily in the the- 
atrical clubs, barber shops, dress- 
ing rooms, booking agencies, res- 
taurants and street corners of 
Broadway. Some are credited to 


people who never heard them, much 
less created them. 

This is because many of the orig- 
inators of a gag pins it on some 
“character” because it “fits them.” 
It goes over much better than say- 
ing, “I just made up a story.” After 
the story circulates they begin 
to believe they really told it. 

Press agents send in gags to the 
columnists on the tabloids. Actors 
who have just heard a good story 
write it in to the columnists as an 
original one. The columnists use 
them and give credit to the party 
sending them in. 

Many stories are relayed from the 
smoking room and “cleaned up.” 
Often a story is not funny if you 
do not know the people involved. 

The most quoted wits on Broad- 
way are “Bugs” Baer, Willie Collier, 
Wilton Lackaye, Wilson Mizner, 
Johnny Stanley, Rube Bernstein, 
Bob Benchley and Dorothy Parker. 
They have consistently originated 
stories, wise cracks, gags and 
snappy comebacks. Harry Hersh- 
field and Harry Reichenbach have 
supplied columnists and actors with 
heaps of material. 

In the following stories is an ef- 
fort to give credit where due. 

Nifties 

In the lobby of the Lambs Club 
a legit who had been out of work 
for years (in fact that is what he 
was well known for) saw Willie 
Collier. The radium-minded Collier 
was dressed in a smart walking suit, 
high hat and had a flower in his 
button-hole. The actor with a sar- 
eastic grin asks, “How is the mat- 
inee idol today?” Collier sarcastic 
plus answers: “Fine! And how is 
the idle matineer?” 

“Bugs” Baer, the anarchistic wit. 
who rules in a kingdom of wit all 
his own, was acting as toastmaster 
at a banquet. His opening line was, 
“Ladies, I hope—Gentlemen, may- 

The creator of The Nebbs, Sol 
Hess, attended a cance with me a 
few years ago. I remarked that our 
hostess looked as if she didn’t en- 
joy dancing. “Enjoy it?’ cracked 
Sol, “how can she when she wears 
shoes like that. I'll bet when she 
takes her stockings off her toes look 
as if they ~ ere braided.” 

Frisco, the man who made Strut- 
ter’s ball the dancers’ national an- 
them, was introduced to John Bar- 
rymore. John had one of those 
large flowing windsor ties. on. 
Frisco took a good look at the tie 
and stuttered, “Mr. Barrymore, are 
you drying your socks?” 

Ashton Stevens, the dean of west- 
ern critics, was interviewing Rich- 
ard Mansfield. “We hoped you 
would bring Mr. Shaw’s ‘Arms and 
the Man’ to us,” said Mr. Stevens. 
“I thought you wouln’t understand 
st." answered Mansfield. “We 
thought your articulation had im- 


proved,” sez Stevens reaching for 
his hat and cane. 
Walter C. Kelly, the Virginia 


Judge, was listening to a young au- 
thor reading a new vaudeville act. 
The author noticed the Judge very 
often pulled off his hat at the end of 
a line. The author asked him the 
reason for the hat tipping. “I can- 
not pass a very old acquaintance 
without tipping my hat,” said Kelly. 

Frank Mackin, Philadelphia's 
Mad-Hatter, was approached by a 
high powered typewriter salesman 
who tried to sell him a noiseless 
typewriter. “I have one,” squawked 
Mackin, “I made my stenographer 
take off her bracelets.” 

Bill Halligan, commodore of the 
only indoor Yacht Club in the world, 
was sitting next to an old time 
pug at the Dempsey-Firpo fight. 
Halligan was for Dempsey and the 
pug for Firpo. ‘They soon got into 
a heated argument. The pug lost 
his head and says, “Maybe Dempsey 
can lick Firpo but I can fight you 
anyway and wid anything and lick 
yuh.” “All right, we'll use gram- 
mar. Consider yourself a dead man,” 
said Halligan, moving away. 


A. J. Kareh, manager of the Mo- 
tion Picture Ciub since its opening, 
has been succeeded by Jack Dugan 
in that post. -Karch became un- 
popular with some of the club's 
members, it is explained. Dugan 
was formerly manager of the Par- 
amount Hotel 


4- 


SINGER’S FAST KAYO 
OVER SAMMY MANDELL 


By Jack Pulaski 


It took Al Singer of New York 

less than a round to topple Sammy 
Mandell of Rockford and Chicago 
from the world’s lightweight throne 
at the Yank Stadium last Thursday 
night. Sensational match, but the 
fans would have liked it better had 
the fight lasted a bit longer. 
No man in the division has been 
eclipsed so quickly. Inside of 15 
seconds of the opening bell, Singer 
landed a solid left hook to Mandell’s 
jaw and the Illinois flash was all 
washed up. His back snapped up 
against the ropes, with face expres- 
sionless. Al was right after his man 
and his next blow sent Sammy 
down. He foolishly arose at three 
and was beaten then and there. 


Singer Popped Mandell Hard 
Singer bounced out of a neutral 
corner and popped Mandell again 
in short order and still a third time 
the champion was felled. Too grogg: 
to take advantage of the count he 
wobbled up. Eddie Kane, his mana- 
ger, crushed a towel to his hand 
with intentions to heave it into the 
ring, as they do in some western 
towns. Had he thrown the towel 
Sammy would have been disquali- 
fied and it would have been just 
as well. Mandell got up shakily 
at four and tried to close with the 
rushing Singer. He staggered into 
a deadly sock to the chin that 
stretched him flat on his_ back, 
crimson. lips standing out on a 
ghastly face. 

dragg¢e@ Mandell to his cer- 
ner, applying cold water and re- 
sierative salts at ine same time. 
Singer in the meantime had hop- 
ped around in joy, the big moment 
in his ring career had come. He 
tarried in the corner only long 
enough to have a robe thrown about 
h'm and accept the congrats of his 
seconds. Then he sped across the 
ring to reach through the ropes and 
grasp the mit of Benny Leonard, 
who as a champ was Al's idol and 
stil. is. Benny stood there grinning. 
He had predicted that Singer would 
win, but figured it for the 13th 
round. Last winter this department 
touted Singer as the new champ. 
Risht for once anyhow. 


Champ on Short End 
Mandell went into the ring on the 
short end of the betting odds. 
Rarely is a champion not the faver- 
ite. The odds rose from eight to 
five to five to one. They said the 
weight of Singer money did that 
more than stories of the fight be- 
ing in the bag and so forth, which 
inciuded a report that Mandell was 
anxious to wind up his ring career. 
It later came out that the wise 
money was certain Singer would 
win and gamblers were reported 
cleaning up on shorter odds days 
before the fight. 

Indications were 
was far under form. 
have had too hard a time to set- 
ting down to the 135 limit. It’s 
doubtful if he hit Singer one blow. 
In any event Mandell was not the 
boxer he was two years ago when 
he stood the bruising Jimmy Mc- 
Larnin off for 15 rounds at the Polo 
Grounds. Last winter, however, 
without weight restrictions, Mc- 
Larnin had Mandell down several 
times in a non-title bout. Just pos- 
Sible that fight softened up Mandell 
for Singer. 

Singer on the other hand was as 


that Mandell 
He is said to 


nervous as he was in the training 
camp, but he was also fierce, weav- 
ing in his corner continuously until 
called out for instructions. Al was 


sent out with orders to sock Sammy 
when “cold,” that is before Mandell 
had a chance to limber up. It was 
a left hook that really knocked out 
the champ, after a hard right had 
badly bruised Sammy’s lower lip. 
Fight lasted one minute and 46 sec- 
onds. 


Stadium Only '4 Full 

Singer has had set-backs, 
notably his defeat by a k. o. by 
Fernandez. Later Al beat the spig 
handily, but hurt his right mit. At 
least that was the reason he says 
he didn’t knock Fernandez cold. 
When right Al is a great performer. 
Attendance was neo better than an- 


ticipated. The price of $15.60 was 
out of line. Plenty of room in all 
sections. Even a whole block of 


bleacher seats was hardly tenated 
which was the tip-off how much the 
fans dislike the foul vogue of the 


What a Referee! 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Los Angeles claims, and 
maybe rightly, that it has the 
country’s top fight referee in 
Lieut. Jack Kennedy. Without 
knowing what the fighters 
think of Kennedy in the ring, 
the L. A. contention certainly 
holds good from the specta- 
tor’s point of view. Kennedy 
gives the crowd his decision at 
the end of each round. 

There are no ringside judges 
on the Coast, hence the referee 
is in full charge. If Kennedy 
happens to miss tipping off the 
way the fight is going for a 
couple of rounds, at about the 
fifth or sixth stanza, he points, 
like a baseball umpire, to the 
respective corners as many 
times as the man has won a 
round—and the crowd counts 
right with him. So the mob 
always knows which way the 
battle is going and is certain 
there’s nothing phoney about 
Kennedy. 

In a day when everything is 
under suspicion Kennedy 
amounts to a revelation. As 
far as known there is nothing 
like him anywhere and he’s the 
only one who makes known his 
decisions this way in Cali- 
fornia. 

He was formerly a lieutenant 
in the navy and his popularity 
with the fight fans is unbound- 
ed. Ringsiders constantly holler 
at him asking which way it’s 
going. He invariably answers 
and gives it to the crowd at 
large, too. 


3 DOG TRACKS CLOSE 


Old John Law Socks Greyhound 
Race Betting, 2 Outfits Cleaned Up 


Pittsburgh, July 22. 

Greyhourd racing jolted hard 
last week when District Attorney 
Park ordered all betting stopped. 
Three tracks folded simultaneously. 
Outfits at New Kensington and 
Bridgeville reported to have cleaned 
up plenty before edict came 
through. The Aspinwall. track, 
however, took it on the chin. Rep- 
resenting a big investment it had 
been open“only two days. 


Casey’s Playfulness on 
Street Costs Actor $5 


Swaying from’ side side, 
heavily laden internally, he asserted, 
with lager, Walter Casey, 25 actor, 
of 225 West 69th street was ar- 
raigned in West Side Court before 
Magistrate Adolph Stern on the 
charge of disorderly conduct. The 
court fined Casey five dollars which 
the actor paid. 

E. J. Martin traffic Patrolman, of 
“D” noticed Casey at Broadway and 
46th street. The actor was strolling 
north on “Mazda Lane” but his gait 
was very unsteady, stated Martin 
The cop told reporters Casey dis- 
played an insatiable yen to pinch 
women. The fenmmes voiced their 
threats and Casey propelled himself 
with a little extra speed. Again, 
Martin heard the shrieks of a 
weman. And Casey stepped on it. 
Martin decided to call a halt to 
Casey’s fun and pinched him. Casey 
began to hiccough excuses and 
apologies but bluecoat Martin had 
no time. 

Casey denied the charges in court. 
No women appeared, Court found 
Casey guilty and fined him. 


season, Net gate was _ $130,000. 
35,000 attended which was less than 
half the capacity of the park, 
Other Fights on Card 
The supporting card was good. 
Midget Wolgast, the new flyweight 
leader, easily outpointed Ernie 
Peters, a pee wee fighter from Chi- 
cago who is of the bantamweight 
class, It was an eight rounder, with 
the Midget getting a nice big hand 
at the close. Justo Suarez, here 
from the Argentine with a big rep 
as a lightweight, took over Joe 
Glick, the trial horse of the division, 
in the semi-final. Glick was knocked 
down in the second round for nine. 


Joe, however, went the 10 round 
distance and did better as the 
match went along. Looked as 


though he aimed some blows at the 
spig's knees, but if there were any 
fouls, which don’t count the way 
they used to, neither man squawked. 
Last summer Kid Chocolate was 
given the decision over Singer, it 
being a most unpopular verdict. 
The Cuban remains in a lighter 
class, but it is likely the pair will 
meet for the lightweight crown 


within a year, 


ROUND THE 


spots along the Square. 


other obligations. 


for the boy and his parents. 


Pass, near Hollywood, 


erately from the reports, as those 


Weasenthal’s auto. 
scious to the end, dying July 9. 


recovery probable. 


The other Selwyn boy is about 18. 


studio training. 


moonlight sails. 


beat the horses trained 
“Gallant Fox.” 


room—about 20 feet. Showing are 


around the square. 
was in, 


moving up to as far as 47th. 
in their favor. 


so many numerous sharp tricky turns, speeding can’t be done. 
ear going in the same direction. drove alongside and tried to cut across 
This forced young Weasenthal to go into the ditch. 
It threw Sunny 75 feet, he receiving a fractured skull, but was con-> 


Chasing “Pansies” 


Cops are making another vigorous campaign to rout the 
from nightly conventions back of the Times Building and 


“pansies” 
in other 


During past fortnight loiterers in suspected date places were ordereg 
to keep moving even if the innocents didn’t know what it's all about. 

Cops activities have been renewed through complaints from Liggett'y 
store that the temperamentals were back at their old stand, 


Van and Schenck Insurance 


Van and Schenck carried a partnership life insurance of $75,000, Con. 
dition was that in the event of the death of either partner, the insurance 
would be split between the survivor and the estate of the deceased, 

Joe Schenck is reported to have permitted a personal policy for $50,009 
to have lapsed about a year ago, figuring it was unnecessary with his 
Joe had quite a personal payroll, nearly all relatives, 
and it was a responsibility of some magnitude. 


Sunny Selwyn’s Utimely Death : 

Always pitiful to hear of the death of a healthy young person, whea 
occurring by accident as with the passing away last week on the Coast 
of Sunny Selwyn, it hits his friends with more than unusual sadness 


Sunny was a very popular boy, having passed through the Manlius: 
Military School with but a single fault, that of nearly all boys of his 
age, position and upbringing with a fast car—Sunny was a wild driver, 
That is the unfortunate side of his death. 
longing for fast driving and was not driving the car July 4 that brought 
his death when forced into the ditch alongside the road in Cahuenga 


Sunny had overcome his 


With Sunny just breaking into picture work as assistant director at 
United Artists, he informed his friends on the Coast that he was all 
through trifling; at last it was work and he wanted to know the picture 
business. His first resolution was to stop fast driving which he did. 

Sunny and Sammy Weasenthal were on their way to the beach from 
Sunny’s home beyond Universal City. 


Sammy was driving and mod- 
who know this Pass say there are 
Another 


Archie Selwyn, after whom his older boy was named but generally 
called “Sunny,” was at his son’s bedside, returned east with the remains, 


Sunny had started in the show business with his father, acting as stage 
manager for one of Archie's shows before going to Hollywood for the 


Sammy Weasenthal had been assistant to young Carl Laemmle at 
Universal, lately leaving to go with United Artists. 


T. S. Bus Biz Off 


Coney Island bus riding biz is shot, despite the weather. 
bus lines report biz the worst in years, blaming the suburban rides and: 


Times Square 


The stall racket on the Coney buses is also responsible through the 
practise of stalling for hours until a full bus before pulling out. 


Trainers Bet Hats—Don’t Pay Off 


Tom Healy, trainer for the Whitney stable, has rarely been able to 
by Sunny Jim Fitzsimmons, 
They bet each other hats every time their ponies race, 
but they never pay off. To date Healy owes Fitz 73 hats. 
72 hats up, up to the Kentucky Derby when the “Fox” beat “Whichone”. 


who developed 


Fitz was 


Home Made Films for Stags 
Home-made stage pictures are getting a play around the Square. One 
enthusiast has made his own subjects at a considerable expense and is 
exhibiting them, at so much per head, in his Times Square apartment.’ 
He has a home projector and it has a throw the length of his living 


not regular but nearly every even- 


ing a party is made up and marched in. 


Busses Getting a Break 

With more of an attitude of leniency from the new police administra- 
tion, sightseeing, Chinatown and Coney busses are taking up old spots 
They went out, 
the Warren adminitsration and feared coming back while Grover Whalen 
Several busses have taken up convenient spots in the heart 
of Times Square above 42d street where they have been grouped of late, 
Change in parking ban has also operated 


along with passenger busses during 


ALLEGED INDECENT DANCE 


Hall Owner Held on Indecency 
Charge in Crusade 
Himan Sarnett, 35, 34-24 72d 


street, Jackson Heights, alleged pro- 
prietor of the Venetian Dance Hall, 
985 8th avenue; Joseph Pape, 29, 
ticker taker, 283 Grand street and 
Lyndon Carpenter 30, 501 West 
170th street were held by Magistrate 
Adolph Stern in West Side Court 
for trial in General Sessions. The 
trio were charged conducting an al- 
leged indecent dance hall. 

Raid on several dance halls were 

made recently. 
The police commissioner assigned 
several of this “rookies.” Detective 
James J. Coyle and William J. Pell 
of the 19th Police Headquarters re- 
ceived the assignment to watch con- 
ditions in the Venetian. 

-Coyle and Bell testified that they 
visited the Venetian on the nights 
of June 13, 14, 20 ang 24. In ad- 
dition to the lurid affidavits sub- 
mitted, Coyle testified as to the al- 
leged rotton conditions existing in 
the place. 

The testimony of Coyle about tae 
conditions he found at the Venetian 
is unprintable. The defendants en- 


tered a general denial Minimum 
bail was fixed and furnished by a 
surety company, 


WIRE ACROSS FALLS 


Buffalo, July 22. 

Extraordinary prevalence of overe 
riders this 
summer has led to the unearthing of 
annals of the memorable rope-walk- 
ing stunts across the Niagara 
Gorge performed by Blondin in the 
early ‘60's. According to old news- 
paper accounts, the first crossins 
was June 30, 1859, followed by one 
made blindfolded and a third dis- 
guised, according to the ads) “as 4 
Siberian slave,” in shackles. 

In September, 1860, Blondin e@5- 
sayed a trip for the edification of 
Edward VIL of England, then 
Prince of Wales. at 
was ensconced in a rustic pavilion 
on the Canadian side. Blondin ne- 
gotiated the first trip of the day 
on stilts, his rope being 170 feet 
above the water and 1,100 feet lons. 
Blondin next prepared a_ return 
journey with Harry ‘Colcord, his 
agent, on his back. 

To this, Wales objected, allegins 
it was murder and _ suicide, Dut 


Niagara-Falls barrel 


finally permitted the performers to 
start, after repeated assurances 


Sammy was reported late last week not yet out of danger but with’: 
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TO THE LADIES 


VARIETY 


Some Like It Thin 


Hollywood, July 19. 

The maid who opened the door of 
rightly Shimmer’s pink stuc- 
erly Hills house (quite fash- 
rth) wore flesh colored 
stockings. “Miss Shimmer will be 
right down,” she said as she led the 
way through a Mexican tiled hal] to 
the sitting room. 

Miss Shimmer liked all kinds of 
French furniture. She had assem- 
pled an imposing number of satin 
covered chairs to augment all the 
sofas. The largest possible grand 
piano, slightly out of tune, massed 
jiself against the plaster wall. A 
gallery of photographs of Miss 
Shimmer perched on the deeply 
fringed cover, taken when she was 
thinking her biggest thoughts or 
else just beginning to suspect it must 
nave been bad Scotch. The little 
tables which impeded travel through 
the room bore their quota of photo- 
graphs too, smaller than those on 
the piano, but just as yearning. 
Tables in the distant corners offered 
photographs, but they were of other 
picture stars, inscribed with extrav- 
gant words of love. A radio voice 
was solving problems of the heart 
jn another room. 

A half hour later, heralded by 
sounds of many doors opening and 
closing, Miss Shimmer skimmed in- 
4q the room all of a rush, not quite 
so beautiful as she looked in her 
pictures; but young, so nervously 
slim, uncompromisingly blonde. 

“So sorry I’ve kept you waiting” 
she said, holding out her hand with 
a fine show of democracy. She 
rolled the “r’s”’ in “sorry” for a 
long time, the way she had heard 
that English actress do at the Holly- 
wood Playhouse. She smiled bril- 
liantly, then sank down on the sofa 
nearest the fireplace, exhausted. 
“They're trying to find a story for 
me, you know.” More “r’s” to roll, 
and give the “know” a rising in- 
flection. 


miss B 
co Bev 
jonably No 


Always the Lady 

“Frankly,” and she smiled again, 
this time so confidingly, so child- 
like as to win the stoniest heart, 
don’t know anything about 
stories. No, I really mean it. I 
den’t,. But they want me to play a 
girl who is a waitress in the begin- 
ning, and the love interest comes 
along in a Rolls. He’s found his 
chauffeur tight, and canned him, 
and is driving himself. But he kept 
his chauffeur’s cap, and wears it, 
and I’m supposed to think he is a 
ehauffeur. Imagine! Now I ask 
you: “Would anyone believe I 
couldn't tell a gentleman from a 
chauffeur? After all, I think I’ve 
set a sort of standard for myself 
on the screen. Sophisticated—yes. 
but they can tell I'm always a 
Jady.” 

She curled her practically perfect 
legs under her and leaned forward 
m her enthusiasm for her subject. 


“My secretary brought me _ the 
dearest fan letter yesterday. I 


eouldn’t possibly read all of them, 
but my secretary saves the ones 
she hopes I’ll find amusing. Well, 
this letter went on for five pages— 
five pages, my dear, before she 
asked for a photograph. It said 
how I was an inspiration to her, 
that she tried to walk like me, do 
her hair like me, and she had sent 
for a French course by mail because 
she read in ‘Photoplay’ that I can 
speak French, too.” 

A beautifully far-off look came 
into Miss Shimmer’s eyes. “I don’t 
think my walk is so terribly good, 
do you? That’s sweet of you. Don't 
you just die at the way Garbo 
: Like a—a kangaroo!” And 
Miss Shimmer gave a little smile 
of Sympathy for Garbo. 

The door bell rang. Miss Shimmer 
shuddered, smiled wanly. “I 
Poa bs know how they've found out 
eke Gon here. All day long people 
ea ne ring my bell and ask me 
Pea their books. I can't 
why anybody should want 
Withee I can’t go anywhere 
eines: a mob of people instantly 
hooks a and I’ve got te autograph 
on I think my hand will drop 
pay ‘ can't. go to theatres; I can’t 
Sete a restaurant. Somehow it 

ie cut that Miss Shimmer is 
og and when I come out there 

y are, waiting. Sometimes Ya 
tt them to go to hell. But 

remember how much it 
How proud they 
tell their friends 


they've seen Miss Shimmer. After 
all, don’t you think there is so much 
misery in the world that everybody 
should do all they possibly can to 
make it a better world?” 


Perfume Different 


The maid appeared in the door- 
way. “Hilda! Ww many times 
must I tell you I’m not to be both- 
tred? Didn't I tell you I’m being in- 
terviewed?” The frown that deep- 
ened between Miss Shimmer’s sky- 
blue eyes was wrong on that child- 
like face. 


“But, miss,” Hilda seemed a lit- 
tle bored, “it’s the perfume man 
again. He said it’s the third time 
he’s come all the way out here. He 
said Miss Pinched said you told her 
to call him.” 


Miss Shimmer recaptured her 
sweetness. ‘“‘Very well, Hilda, dear, 
ask him to wait.’ A nice job of 
rolled “r”’ in “very.” Turning to her 
visitor, Miss Shimmer shook her 
blonde head. “You wouldn't be- 
lieve the trouble I have trying to 
get a perfume that exactly fits my 
personality. I’m very fussy about 
such things. I've tried so many, 
but none of them are just what I 
want—are just me, Brightly Shim- 
mer. Sometimes I wonder if I know 
myself. Sometimes I'm so gay, like 
a little bird, but most of the time 
I just think and wonder. I don’t 
know about what. Sometimes I go 
to a party and have everybody in 
stitches. Other times I can’t think 
of a thing to say. I liked that story, 
‘The Moods of Brightly Shimmer’ in 
the Motion Picture Magazine. 
Didn't you see it? I must give you 
a copy. I know you'll be fascinated. 
Hilda! Hilda! Oh, Hilda, dear, 
bring me one of those Motion Pic- 
ture Magazines. You know. There’s 
a stack of them in the library.” 

A lovely little gasp of dismay 
broke from Miss Shimmer’s accu- 
rately rouged lips. “What will you 
think of me? Here you've been 
talking and talking and you have 
nothing to drink!” 

A little while after the glasses 
were empty Miss Shimmer called to 
Hilda to open a window. “It’s so 
stuffy in here,” she explained to her 


guest. “But I don’t want you to 
think I’m trying to give you the 
air,” and Miss Shimmer laughed 


merrily at her quip. “Oh, must you 
really be going? I’ve enjoyed listen- 


ing to you so much. I’m such a 
little homebody, you know. You 
must have 

time. Call me.” 


Miss Shimmer terself walked to 
the door with her guest. 
be too careful with these newspape1 
people. “Goodbye.” She smiled 
warmly, and then flung her hand 


You can't | 


high, just as she had done in the | 


parting scene in “Love’s Desire.” 


SMART WARDROBE SEEN 
IN SAND DUNE TALKER 


“Hell’s Island,” 
when Jack Holt and 
Ralph Graves stage the fight in 
Dorothy Sebastian’s room. In the 
old days a woman could shut her 
eyes to those scenes, but shutting 
ears is impossible, and the sound of 
those punches brought chilis on the 
year’s hottest day. 

For a dance-hall performer out 
where the Foreign Legion and the 
Riffs play hide and seek in the sand 
dunes, Miss Sebastian had a re- 
markably up-to-date wardrobe, in- 
cluding flowered chiffons and lace 
straw hats. 

Her black-and-white 
stunning with the narrow 
ing bands crossing points at the 
neck of the tuck-in | sleeveless 
blouse. Several silk frocks of vari- 
ous sized dots also fashionable. The 
one thing that dater her a small- 
time performer was the crystal- 
fringed shorts that all determined 
to “get hot” dancers use: 


Men 
especially 


will love 


sult was 


Engagement of Baroness Helen H. 
De Reinach-Werth to Clifton Chis- 
holm, manufacturer, Cleveland, an- 


nounced. The baroness is appear- 
ing at a supper club in Cleveland. 
She is former Helen Teenyson, 
Pittsburgh. 


Fulop-Miller on Coast 


Rene Fulop-Miller, Viennese biog - 
rapher, best known for “Rasputin, 


the Holy Devil,” is ransacking Hol- 
lywood for its reflections of Amer- 
ican life and philosophy 


Did You Know That 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Barbara Newberry is devel- 
oping quite a_ tan...Jimmy- 
Creelman’s prize scotty died... 
The Daryll Zanucks gave a 
swimming party...Ona Mun- 
son and Eddie Buzzell cele- 
brated their fourth anniversary 
the other day...There is a 
miniature golf course down in 
the colored section...Carmel 
Myers has used practically 
every known dialect in talking 
pictures; in “Sincerity” she 
will be Russian...Much town 
chatter over the possibility of 
a Mae Clark-Clarence Brown 
wedding...The daughter of 
Tom Moore and Alice Joyce 
was much admired at the Em- 
bassy Club the other day... 
Julian Sande has had her ton- 
sils removed...Nanette Guil- 
ford is in town and greatly re- 
duced...Bert Lytell is making 
the “Lone Wolf” at Columbia 
.--Laura La Plante and Bill 
Seiter’s summer parking place 
is among the nicest of the 
beach homes. 


HEARTS’ BOTTOMS-UP 


A record week for heart bottoms 
up at the Palace—every act thanked 
the audience from the bottom of its 
heart. And if the graying members 
of the audience ever acquire such 
lovely locks as appeared on this 
bill they'll be glad a heartful, too. 

Tom Harris, Eddie Dowling’s &6- 
year-old find, had soft white hair 
like a halo and was the finest tap- 
ster on the bill. Josephine Sabel 
won the prize for the prettiest gray 
hair among the women. 

Mr. Norman was the best-dressed 
“woman” he usually is. His dark 
blue negligee was gorgeous with 
color and line: his beige and green 
soft taffeta gown a delightfully dif- 
ferent creation. Under his jacket 
of sequins he wore a white satin 
gown that lacked nothing but a 


groom. 
Miss Chaney (Chaney and Fox) 
looked nicest in her green chiffon 


patterned in tiny gold spangles with 
just a suggestion of ostrich where 
the skirt met in _ front. Nellie 
Breen is the cutest “boy” in a linen 
suit and a charming girl in a pink 


lunch with me some! crepe ensemble, dainty and simple 


| 


The Parisian Front 
By Christine 


The new “Revue Milliardaire,” 
with Jack Forester and the French 
singer, Damia, proved itself one of 
the flattest fiops of the season. An 
interesting wash out, however, in 
that it is perfectly obvious why the 
is dull, 
liveliest entertainer and 
with her throaty sob singing, is as 
good as ever, but the costumes, the 
decor, the manner of presentation 
rates this with a high school play. 

De Rougemont did all the artistic 
part of the show and the boy has 


show 
Damia, 


some effective ideas for cur- 
tains and costumes. Besides there 
is plenty of money backing the 


whole thing, but you come away 
utterly unimpressed by anything. 
There are about three curtains 
which serve as back drops for most 
of the acts. As design and curtains 
in themselves they are very good, 
but one, for instance, being white, 
gives the poor wretch who has just 
done his turn no chance at all. He 
takes his exit cold behind this cur- 


tain and leaves the audience abso- 
lutely 


WEEK AT THE PALACE 


cold, Another scene is a 
huge alligator into whose mouth 
the chorus is supposed to exit after 
a peppy dance. It's ob- 
vious that they go behind instead of 
into the animal that no matter how 
hot their number was the final im- 
pression is as slow as a Frencn 
elevator. 

The English chorus wears little 
red velvet devil outfits cleverly 
made with large cardboard velvet 
covered collars and tiny caps. There 
follows one of those sickeningly 
sentimental waltz numbers with a 


STEALING BOWS AT PAR 

Paramount’s stage presentation, 
“Varietrix,” is a miniature vaude- 
ville show complete even to the 
stolen bows. The alleged comedy 
just as terrible as in the average 
vaudeville show. 

A well-known colored quintette !s 
now “Hotel Rhythm,” with that 
will drummer getting most of the 
attention and applause. Foster Girls 
ao their animation dance from 
trapezes and the acrobats masquer- 
ade as an adagio four, dipped in 
Grecian settings. 

That blue light looked good on 


the scenery but gave the acrobats 
the skin of ancient ghosts. 


Showing Hollywood 


By Cecelia Ager 


Hollywood, July 18. 

Life in Hollywood is so reduced 
to elementals that even the ability 
to read is no longer necessary. Ex- 
istence out here is approaching an 
idyllic state suitable for little chil- 
dren an existence ordered for 
their simple comprehensions. There 
is a childlike directness about 
cause and effect that admits of no 
argument. Black is always black. 
Never two sides to a question. Prim- 
itive simplicity for that sort of 
intelligence, 

A fellow craving a cup of coffee 
looks about until he sees a giant 
coffee pot, then scuttles toward it, 


sure of its meaning. Inside, he 
finds a man, like a dwarf in a fairy 
tale illustrating serving coffee out 
| of a little coffee pot which is just 
|a makeshift until some wizard de- 
| vises a scheme to tilt the whole 


contrast- | 


| the 


building and let the coffee pour out 
of its own big spigot. 

When ice cream calls him 
Hollywood person searches for a 
Gargantuan ice cream freezer. If 
handle is revolving in the sky, 
pushed by some unseen presence, 
that means the place is open and 
has plenty of, ice cream. Satisfying 
ice cream desire is a bit more 
complex than the coffee urge, for 
he has to decide between the freez- 
ers and a child’s dream of the 
proper portions of ice cream: the 
tremendous symbolic papier mache 
plates of ice cream dotting the 
boulevards. Orange juice he tracks 
down in the huge portable oranges 
cruising about. Hot dogs, he is 
sure, must be dispensed in the gi- 
gantic boloneys stretched along the 
streets. 


its 


Statue Tells All 
This elemental need to make ideas 
comprehensible to its citizenry ex- 
presses itself, too, in Hollywood ad- 
vertising Sculpture demands less 


the | 


than pictures, so a dairy 
cows at strategic 
wayside spots. A gasoiine company 
solicits patronage with stone re- 
plicas of automobile racers. A gift 
shop featuring importations from 
the Orient scatters pilaster elephants 
about. “The Bull Pen Inn,” a chop 
house, leaves roadside statues of 
snorting bulls around to remind its 
customers. All] the creations of the 
genius of some Hollywood Michael- 
angelo. 

So that the literate people here 
do not overtax themselves and the 
little word “and” prove not too dif- 


analysis 
places concrete 


ficult, an apostrophe mark before 
the “n” was cunningly devised to 
take “and’s” place. Witness ‘Sit 


’"N Eat” and Park: ’N Dine’, names 


for beaneries which feed motorists 
as they sit in their cars. “Dunk ’N 
Dine” means coffee and doughnuts— 
much, much easier Pig Stands” 
is a more certain, if more brutal 
way of saying pork is the specialty 
of the house. 

Business in Hollywood is quick to 
recognize the community's state of 
mind, and so adapt itself. While all 
this simplifying may not be flat- 


tering to Hollywood, casting reflec- 
tions on the degree of civilization 
that holds here, it does make things 
easy. There is no call on an intelli- 
gence that might be found to be 
non-existent. 

New means to make happy the 
simple souls of Hollywood are be- 
ing conceived every day. A minia- 
ture golf course is having the 
wooden fence surrounding it, cyclo- 
rama-like, painted with country 
club scenes. Soon some enterpris- 
ing Boulevard shoe merchant will 
insta]] his business in a gigantic tan 
and white shoe. A haberdashery 
may find itself housed in a tre- 
mendous polo shirt, and a book shop 
snuggle between the covers of a 
colovsal copy of “Ex-virgin”. 


sad looking French chorus dancing 
around dropping a rose here and 
there. As is the French custom a 
female stands to one side cf the 
stage and sings. It certainly would 
be nice if the French ever got 
around to realizing that about one 


of £0 French women can sing. 
Jack Forester is the} 


one man in this 
trips around the 
Well, he is 
thing in the 


There is only 
chorus and he 
ladies or vice versa, 
about the funniest 
show—and entirely unconscious of 
how funny he is and looks. The 
costumes for this number remind 
one of roses it is true, but pretty 


dusty ones. They're made all 
wrong. 

Forester and Damia 
Jack Forester did his “Laugh 


Clown Laugh” act behind scenes as 
he had a twisted ligament, but went 
on just the same with his customary 
gaiety and charm, He has an ac- 
tive personality on stage. 

Damia sobbed her heart cut sev- 
eral times in a “gigolo” and hav- 
ing-a-great-fear-to - go-on - living- 
but-not - wanting - to-die - number. 
The songs were good and she can 
sing, but she ought to leave off 
about several verses of each song 
and not drag them out. 

Vera Amazar, just back from the 
Shuberts, is a lively piece and can 
really sing, but her stuff, too, falls 
into the mass of acts and she 
doesn't get many lucky breaks in 
the show. There are two Venetian 
dancers, a sister act, who are not 
only excellently trained but beauti- 
ful to look at. A Javanese dancer 
is also very good. She is supposed 
to do a modified version of the real 
sacred Java temple dances. She is 
billed as a real Princess, Yo Hay- 
Tong. .Her partner is a Finn and 
one of the best dance pantomimists 
seen in a long time. They are an 
interesting pair. 

There is the revue for you. Plenty 
of money, half baked ideas, slow 
movement, frowsily gorgeous cos- 
tumes and flat exits. 


Hilda Murray’s Clothes 


On the subject of costumes and 
clothes, do you know that Hilda 
Murray is considered a real author- 
ity on the subject? She is one of 
the best dressed American enter- 
tainers in Paris, on stage and off. 
Of course, she’s got to be smart 
looking since she and Dave do their 
stuff only in the most expensive and 
chic hotels and cabarets. They are 
off to the Excelsior at the Lido-Ven- 
ice in a couple of weeks and Hilda 
Murray has been giving out in- 
formation on what clothes she’s 
bought. 

She has them all made at Worth 
and because she is not only tremen- 
dously interested in fashions, but 
also because she has a sense of 
what line is right or wrong, Jean 
Worth listens to her dictums with 
respect. She has definite ideas of 
the various frocks which she uses 
in her dances. For instance, their 
famous parasol number is delight- 
fully frivolous and light. Mrs Mur- 
ray designed the gown she wears 
herself. It is in three shades of the 
most ravishing pink tulle, with the 
tight bodice formed of inch deey 
tucks, On the decollete in back 
hangs an airy pleated cape, and the 
skirt is extremely full, with the 
shading of the pink tones done very 
gradually. 

She says she likes very much the 
long svelte lines of the new fash- 
ions because, being small and ex- 
tremely pretty herself, they tend to 
make her look taller and more 
sophisticated. And this is necessary 
for their new tangoes. She prophe- 
sies that short skirts are never go- 
ing to drop for town or sports’ 
clothes because the modern women 
are too sensible for such a silly 
change, but the long, dignified and 
very tight fitting line of evening 
gowns shows off to best cdvantage 
the slim curves of the present day 
woman. 

Having lived so long in Paris, 
she has the Parisian slant on 
clothes, and actually lives up to each 
frock by her manner. She said “I 
do not hesitate now to wear a 
jaunty little sports suit in the morn- 
ing, with a careless scarf and sim- 
ple felt hat; change to subtle black 
satin for a late afternoon appoint- 
ment; and then in the evening, 
when I dance, to appear in a soft, 
girlish chiffon or lace frock for one 
dance and change to something 
glittering and sinuous for a tango 
later in the evening.” 

She wound up the interview by 
saying that “It is not your clothes, 
which determine the final degree of 
chic which you may attain, but your 
attitude towards them, and towards 


yourself.” 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety ana Clipper.) 


VOL. C. No. 2 


Viewing the approaching season 
as it appeared in mid-July vista, 
it seemed to Variety that the for-. 
tunes of legit and burlesque per- 
formers would be bright, while the 
vaudeville salary list would witness 
a reduction. 


Nothing had so far been given 
out formally by the vaudevile pow- 
ers, but the feeling was that that 
field was in for drastic retrench- 
ment, 


Teddy Gerard, American show 
girl, married to Joe Raymond, New 
York vaudeville agent, was en- 
gaged for the new London Palace 
revue. 


Arthur Prince, English ventrilo- 
quist, well known in American 
vaude, was commissioned a lieuten- 
ant in the English army. 


California Picture Co. and the 
Chares Frohman picture division 
ran into disagreements with the 
World Film Co., releasing organiza- 
tion with which William A. Brady 
was associated, and law suits re- 
sulted from the withdrawal of the 
two producers. 


Lewis J. Selznick, A. H. Spiegel 
and Felix Feist joined in the incor- 
poration of a new film concern to 
be called the Equitable M, P. Co. 

The New York banks were tight- 
ening up on lending money to pro- 
ducers, which gave impetus to. the 
system of starting small companies 
all over the country to enlist local 
capital, 

A few of the old time standard 
stars retained their strength on the 
road, One of them was Otis Skin- 
ner. Skinner had been engaged for 
a week as guest star at the Den- 
ham, Denver, and so great was the 
response that his date was extended 
two additional weeks. 


00 YEARS AGO 


(From Clipper) 


Clipper notes a new development 
in metropolitan life. They're be- 
ginning to use the chimneys and 
houses fronting on the new Sixth 
avenue elevated structure for ad- 
vertising purposes. 


sags about census takers are pop- 
ular at the minute. One cited has 
to do with a New York widow who 
reports her age as 25 and reports 
that her husband was killed in the 
Civil war in 1862—-18 years before. 


All facetious witticisms about 
mosquitos were localed in Long 
Island, the Jersey mosquito not yet 
having come into fame. 

Belated returns from Fourth of 
July professional ball games showed 
record attendance. Crowd in Buf- 
falo totalled 2,200; Chicago reported 
7,000 while Cincinnati totalled 2,- 
500. These were new high marks for 
holiday patronage. 


Keeping of sporting records was 
a loose arrangement. The Detroit 
trotting track reported a new record 
by a horse named St. Julien at 2.12% 
for the mile. Upon investigation the 
Clipper finds that the horse really 
made the distance in 2.16%. The 
track happened to be slow that day 
and the judges just arbitrarily de- 
clared it was four seconds slow and 
gave the horse credit for the dif- 
ference. 


Walter Damrosch, famous orches- 
tra leader even at that distant date, 
was spending the summer in Ocean 
Grove, N. J., of all places for a 
member of the theatre business. 


E. Rice’s “Evangeline,” equiv- 
alent of the “Follies’’ in the 89's, 
reached its 1,000 performance at 


Inside Stuff—Vaude 


The backhand script in which “Orpheum” has been written for years, 
has disappeared by order in R-K-O-’s trademark, but will be continued 
in the theatres, on letterheads and elsewhere when the full title of 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum is written out. 


Move of Arnold Johnson's orchestra bureau from the former Pantages 
offices in the Bond building, subleased by Johnsoa from Pan, started a 
rumor that Pan may be opening up again in New York. It is declared 
untrue. The lease merely reverts to Pan, with the former vaude magnate 
stuck for the rent unless another tenant follows Johnson, 


Harry Fitzgerald, Charlie Morrison, Harold Kemp and Bill McCaffery 
went down to Baltimore last week to play in the Maryland Country 
Club golf tournament as guests of Fred Shanberger. Turning in scores 
of 88, 86, 90 and 85, respectively, the best cards of their lives for at 
least two of them, the New York four walked over to the official 
scorer very much elated. But much embarrassed when learning the other 
players, had mntshed in the. 70's, and that they didn’t even qualify. The 
boys have decided to stick to Long Island. 


With the thousands of air cooled theatres, its strange how very few 
are cooled back stage. This takes ‘in all fields. The hot back stages 
are further heat aggravated by the blazing foot lights, and while the 
audiences are comfortably watching the performers on the hottest days, 
the stage performers are doubly hot while before them. 

Refrigeration when specified in the plans of a new house cost but a 
little more to include the entire theatre, rather than only the front of 
the house. Legit theatres with insufficient dressing room facilities as 
a rule, are the mest unbearable to performers in the heat period. 


When the Hunter Brothers, the air endurance fliers, were booked into 
the R-K-O Palace, Chicago, it was Saturday morning of the same day 
they were to open at the theatre that the R-K-O exploitation dept. in 
Chi was informed. The engagement was made late the night before. 
Without time even for Sunday advertising copy, it wasn’t until Mon- 
day the exploitation dept. could put in any real work for the freak turn, 
yet the same exploiting dept. appears to have been blamed for the 
gigantic flop the fliers walked into at the Palace. 

In New York the opinion was that the wrong R-K-O house had been 
picked for the fliers in Chi. If booked at all, and the booking seemed 
opportune, it should have been the State-Lake, a more popular mass 
rendezvous of the combination playing policy. 


The reason why “Princess Pat,” the vaude lion, is not going abroad 
Aug. 1 on “Ile de France,” according to Bert Nelson, owner, is because 
the steamship company wanted $200 to carry the animal and in addi- 
tion insisted it must be kept in a small cage. 

Nelson says he cancelled the sailing himself, and has called off six 
months in England, France, Italy and Germany because he doesn’t want 
“Princess Pat” to undergo the hardship of being confined to a small 
cage she couldn’t turn around in. 

Nelson wanted to set up a 10-foot square arena on the boat, 
same as usd on the stage to give the animal exercise. 


the 


Variety's review of the stage show marking the resumption of units 
by Warners on the Coast uncorked a stream of visitors to this paper’s 
Hollywood office. All with squawks and all over the line which read, 
“Those stepping out of line to do something, etc.” That “stepping out 
of line” did it. 

Violet’ Barlow, Dorothy Roberts, and Everett and Lowry stopped off 
to chant on the injustice of it all. In fact, Violet registered twice—once 
in person and once by a femme representative who also thought it would 
take a long struggle by Miss Roberts to overcome the stigma, especially 
as the latter was on her way east. Everette and Lowry, dance team, 
are certain that the reviewer has declared a personal vendetta as “last 
September he called us adagio dancers.” 

It all goes back to Larry Ceballos. If Larry will stop lining up 
principals across the stage, we'll make this life a much lighter task 
for performers and reviewers who can’t recognize principals when they 
see them. 


Ridiculously small audiences the past few weeks at the New York 
Palace Sunday supper shows have started considerable talk for dis- 
continuance of the extra performance for the balance of the summer. 
The small profit derived from the middle show admissions is declared 
to fall short of offsetting other facts that do the Palace and R-K-O 
more harm than good. 

Sunday (20) the Palace at 5 o’clock held about 175 people on both 
floors, not so much better than the matinee. It was very hot Sunday 
and no chance for business with any bill. Yet that supper show went 
on before a handful of customers, with the house realizing just about 
enough to meet the $225 it costs to run the extra Sabbath performance, 
for lights and stage hands. 

It’s not difficult to imagine how the few customers felt in such an 
empty auditorium and how the acts felt like playing to it. It must be 
pretty trying for the acts to step out before three or four rows of 
people and give a full show, which they’re required to do. While to show 
the public how badly a theatre can do when business is bad certainly 
can’t help further the standing of what is supposed to be the world’s 
“ace” yvaude theatre. In the winter during the season the Palace has 
grossed as much as $1,800 with the Sunday supper show. But the 


” 


| Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Loew’s Is closely watching the neighborhood houses where vaude hag 
been eliminated and studying whether by a reduced scale but with 
a grind poiicy of straight pictures, without any stage show, the Bross 
can be kept up to par. Even if the grosses do not equal the previoug 
combination policy’s average intake, the savings on the vaude, orchestra, 
stage crew, et al. is regarded as a favorable break. Policy cannot be 
applied brvadly. It’s working out at Loew’s Delancey and in Yonkers 
but in other spots, the vaude portion was what sustained the g&rossesg,: : 

The Loew theory that “if we have a good picture we do business” 
can’t work out because of the low percentage of good pictures, hence 
the stage portions must counteract. 


Two versions of why Howard Hughes paid the Graham boys, ex. 
press agents, $15,000 for their vigorous slap on the bare side of Holly. 
wood, “Queer People,” are being mouthed about New York. 

First is that the oil-producer is burned-up at the gossipy side of the 
film colony, and that he wants the screen rights solely for socking 
purposes. 

The other and more recent is that Hughes has been tipped off that 
the boys are going to write a sequel in which he is to be a central 
figure. 


An explanation of Pathe playing “Holiday” as a first run in other than 
R-K-O houses is that Pathe in its contract with R-K-O reserves the 
right to designate four of its season’s pictures as specials. When go0 
designated R-K-O still has the first run option but at the “special” 
terms. 

With “Holiday,” R-K-O apparently did not want the “special” rate, 
so let it slide, although it may get the picture at several points where 
it is not set by’ Paramount, which has taken it for a general first run 
Par release. 


Opening of Elsie Ferguson in “Fata Morgana,” legit, in Hollywood 
drew a flock of picture stars and producers as well as the usual studio 
scouts. Casting director for one studio was apparently there just to 
impress the boss. 

He learned all he wanted to know about the cast’s work the first two 
minutes of each act. Then he made a sneak to the auto park next door 
for mysterious conferences. 

He was always in the lobby when his boss strolled out between the 
acts, and at each curtain signal he rushed eagerly for his seat, only 
to duck a few minutes later, 


Where it wasn’t so long ago that exhibs figured themselves lucky if 
they could get an installation within six months after signing the con- 
tract, things with Western Electric are now a lot different. Illustrations: 

The Steel Pier people, Atlantic City, decided they wanted to oust 
Pacent so they communicated with W E. Three days after the initial 
maneuver W E had signed, sealed and delivered, and the pier folk were 
taiking what fast workers the big electrics are. 


If a producer using Technicolor wants to get out of his contract which 
in all cases have called for so many pictures without names specified, 
he can do so through special arrangements under which a “reasonable 
notice” is given Tech in addition to forfeiture of $25,000 for each picture 
cancelled. The provision for the 25 grand deposit goes into the original 
contract for each picture to carry color. 


It is said that Hiram Brown, of R-K-O, has never met Harry Cohn, 
producer for Columbia. With R-K-O entering into a product-using 
agreement with Columbia, Brown on his current trip to the Coast, may 
make it a point to meet the Columbia producer responsible for the 
Columbia pictures R-K-O theatres expect to play. 


Bebe Daniels protested about her billing in advance exploitation for 
“Dixiana” which opens at the Orpheum in Los Angeles today (22). Ads 
had the title about five times as large as Miss Daniels’ name. 
Compromise was effected by billing her above the title, though not in 
any larger type. 


In order to acquaint the various Fox Theatre staffs with the various 
types of passes used on the circuit, Harry Arthur, general manager, is 
having sample copies sent to all the houses. These cards are decorated 
with the word “sample” written across the face. 


coupons redeemable at the box office at 50c per ticket. 
at the theatre is always in evidence 
rather small, 


A nightly line 
but the actual weekly gross is 


Shortly after “Vanities” had been raided, the Shuberts notified the 
New York press that they expected a raid on their “Artists and Models” 
revue. The raid was, according to the information given the papers by 
the Shubert office, to have occurred after a matinee. Reporters and 
photographers were present, but no raid. The boys went to their offices 
and instead of writing stories that a raid was expected and that they 
had been notified to look out for it, laid off the yarn altogether. 
Previously the Shuberts had crashed the “Vanities” raid publicity by 
filing suit against. Earl Carroll for $100,000 damages because of his use 
of the undersea ballet, which Lee Shubert claimed had been sold ex- 
clusively to his firm by the Folies Bergere in Paris. 

“Artists and Models” folds in New York to open Aug. 2 in Chicago. 


summer is the summer. 


Inside 


The coast production of “The Last Mile” closed abruptly in San Fran- 
cisco July 12. When the cast failed to receive notice they started 
arguing and the curtain for the final performance was held a half hour. 
It was a Macloon attraction. Had the actors taken things in their own 
hands, Equity might have been put into a hole. Theodore Hale, the 
Equity representative, ordered the performance to proceed, advising the 
players to file claims for a week’s salary in lieu of the Macloons’ failure 
to give notice of closing. 


At Essex, about 10 miles north of New Haven, Conn., there is a summer 
professional colony with a privately conducted adjunct in the form of a 
stock company this season. The stock is being operated by Lawrence 
and Julian Anhalt and Milton Stiefel. 

3obby Watson has become a Saturday night fixture, clowning in “one”’ 
between acts. Henry Hull appears in some shows, as guest star. Hull's 
14-year-old son made his professional debut recently with the company, 
known as the New York-Connecticut Players. 


A real beer party was announced for back stage at the Royale, New 
York, Friday night in celebration of the 100th performance of “Stepping 
Sisters.” The party came off but it was a near beer affair. 

.Just what the celebrating was about other show people didn't seem 
to know. They knew that the attraction has a summer lease at $1,500 


the Boston theatre, Boston. 


weekly and that the show has been able to go along almost,entirely by 
means of cut rates. It is one attraction that has been distributing 


Three months ago there were three different producers promising to 
do “Othello” next season on Broadway. The reason was that Maurice 


| Browne was preparing a production in London which would have Paul 


Robeson as the Moor. 

First it was Jed Harris who announced he was going to bring Robeson 
over. He announced this before he had consulted Robeson (Jed’s funny 
that way), and then made a trip to England to coax the player. No 
luck, since Maurice Browne, to whom Robeson was contracted, had an 
idea of participating in the New York production. 

3sut the announcements locally continued to be made. 

Then came the London production, which opened in a blaze of glory 
and closed after seven weeks, weeks which weren’t productive of heavy 
money. A flop, despite its sendoff. 

None of the Broadway fellows have reiterated their desire to do it 
over here, although arrangements could be made now. 


Salary claims of the cast of “Angel Face” which date back to 1922 
may be adjusted and paid if negotiations between Equity and Nat 
Goldstein are concluded. The show was produced on the coast by 
Goldstein and toured to the east, closing in Phila. 

Goldstein, formerly in vaudeville, gave notes to Equity at the time, 
but they were not collected. He said $100,000 was lost on the venture. 
Equity via a coast representative took judgment and the claim stood 
in the way of the settlement of the estate of Goldstein's mother who 
died in California. Goldstein recently approached Equity in New York 
with a proposal to settle. The total claims amounted to $5,637. His 


offer of $2,500 was acceptable, but Goldstein then came forward with 
waivers of several actors’ claims and offered $2,000. 

On that basis the long drawn out case was about to be settled, when 
Goldstein asked that if any of the claims were not pressed by the 
actors concerned within six months, such money (probably only a couple 
of hundred dollars) should be returned to him, 
provision. 


Equity balked at that 
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VARIETY 51 


Ticket League Angles, Agencies, 


Indie Brokers 


With a dozen or more inde- 
pendent ticket agencies planning to 
go into court on alleged grounds of 
poycott and possible restraint of 
trade, and with ticket demand at 
its lowest ebb because of heat, the 
Theatre League, designed to regu- 
jate ticket prices on the basis of 
not more than 75c. premium, start- 
ef Monday. There was some re- 
action among the 12 shows (and 
theatres) covered at present by the 
system, the other two shows con- 


tinuing as agency buys. 
Indications still are that a def- 


jnite line on the effects of League 
regulations will come in September, 
when the new season will have 
d. 

may occur when “Dancing 
Partner” opens Aug. 4. David Be- 
Jasco is out of the League, opposed 
to giving it control of his tickets. 
Several among the accredited 
brokers say they cannot go along 
without tickets for a Belasco show, 
especially if a stand-out attraction. 
The producer himself appears un- 
perturbed over the fact that the 
leading agencies will not be per- 
mitted to handle tickets for ‘Part- 
ner.” 
Complications 

Monday night the management 
of one musical stated the attrac- 
tion was minus the support of the 
independent brokers who sold from 
30 to 40 tickets nightly. It looked 
as though the independents had 
thrown everything to “Flying High” 
at the Apollo, George White re- 
fusing to come into the League and 
insisting on extending his buy for 
12 weeks. 

“Flying High” and “The Green 
Pastures” are the two shows with 
the remaining buys. At Monday's 
League meeting the matter of 


- “Pastures” was taken up in con- 


nection with McBride's. It appears 
the latter did not actually make 
a.buy but has been getting ticket 
allotments. The question of wheth- 
er McBride’s should be _ stopped 
from selling “Pastures” tickets was 
considered. Show management 
claimed McBride’s did make a buy. 

The regular Monday session of 
the League considered an applica- 
tion for member-representation on 
the part of the independent pro- 
ducers. No provision for such mem- 
bership is provided for and such 
producers (who make productions 
but do not own or operate the- 
atres) have no say in the tickets 
for their attractions. 

Brock Pemberton made the appli- 
cation. He stated that if the League 
dic not find a way to let the inde- 
pendent producers in, he would 
form a league of indie producers. 
Whether such an organization would 
Tun counter to the League, he did 
not state. Pemberton finds himself 
in a peculiar position. He was one 
of the three showmen who started 
the movement that is now the 
League. When the managers got 
down to cases and specified that 
members must own or operate thea- 
tres through leases, he found him- 
self shoved aside. From the present 
outlook the independent producers 
will pay the biggest share of the 
League's running expenses and they 
do not like the idea. 


Indie Agencies’ Side 

The independent agencies contend 
they have a case in court because, 
being regularly licensed by the state 
and recognized thereby as a busi- 
ness. Most of the brokers in that 
Class claim to. have been regularly 
alloted tickets by the theatres and 
Claim the League is now interfering 
With them and seeks to put them out 
of business, The smaller brokers 
have been figuring on digging out 
be and several said Monday 

ey had enough on hand for the 
8lim demand. 

The smaller agencies sought to 
ted tickets by phone and were 
tag down. They figured on get- 
tickets prior to cur- 
ti ime by sending cash and get- 
pred tickets, otherwise resorting to 
it aoe digging. It is to be proven 
o'clock a box. office will 
ticket y turn down cash if there are 

S$ on hand, regardless of who 
penis to buy. A lawyer is said to 
advised the independent 

OKers that he could “break up” the 
a in 24 hours. The agencies 

nt into several huddles and are 
: how to raise enough coin 

Court fight. Mike Levy is 


0 


r Any Other Thi 


Geo. Kaufman, Actor 


It’s true George Kaufman has 
joined Equity. He proposes to be- 
come a regular actor when his new 
show makes its Broadway debut 
shortly. 

Kaufman got the bug when he 
worked out in the piece at its 
break-ins. 


‘MODELS’ MOVING TO CHI, 
MISSED B’WAY CLICK 


Shuberts’ “Artists and Models” 
will close at the Majestic, New 
York, after next week (Aug. 2) and 
jump to Chicago. 

Show, scaled at $5.50, was in- 
tended for a summer run in New 
York but missed. Cast reinforce- 
ments, among them addition of 
Shaw and Lee, didn’t help the busi- 
ness. Team is starred over the mu- 
sical’s title, along with Phil Baker 
and Aileen Stanley. 

Will have run eight weeks at the 
Majestic. 


Lambs’ Dullest Summer, 
With Kitchen, Closed; 
‘Touches’ Sidestepped 


This is probably the gloomiest 
summer ever at the Lambs club. 
Because of the pay as you go rule 
the kitchen has been closed. Sand- 
wiches, coffee and milk are about 
the only eatables obtainable. 


Some members have taken to 
ducking the club, not only because 
of the curtailed dining service, but 
that they are more liable to be 
touched than not. 

The Lambs is said to have re- 
ceived a long list of names from 
Hollywood, members who are re- 
ported asking for suspension of dues 
liability in lieu of resignations. 
Understood not a few Lambs on the 
coast do not anticipate returning 
to Broadway and therefore not in- 
terested in maintaining membership. 


said to be at the head of the pro- 
testing brokers. 

The League has gone along this 
far without actually collecting from 
the theatres or brokers. Funds for 
current expenses were advanced by 
several managers. More latterly a 
sizeable note was endorsed by half 
a dozen members of the League and 
discounted. 

Black lettered signs appeared in 
the 16 accredited agencies stating 
that tickets would be sold at not 
more than 75 cents over the box 
office price. The League issued a 
press release to the effect that it is 
“a voluntary, co-operative effort on 
the par: of certain theatres and 
managers to make _ theatre-going 
pleasant and to make tickets for 
these theatres available at the box 
office or for those patrons who de- 
sire to use the service furnished 
by brokers, at certain agencies 
designated by the League,” not to 
sell at more than 75 cents premium. 
The names of the agencies were 
not given. The public is asked to 
use those two sources only and to 
remember that tickets not avail- 
able for one night can be had for 
subsequent nights, suggesting to 
patrons to plan ahead. 


Stamping Tickets 


Each accredited broker has a 
number and every ticket sold by 
him will be stamped on the re- 
verse side with that number and 
other data. The League expects 
tu be able to trace most of the 
agency tickets that way, even to 


holding up at the door any tickets 
sold through outside sources. If 
there policing staff to check up on 
tickets, it was not evident Monday 
night. There are plenty of peo- 
ple in show business along Broad- 
way who want to see if the League 
is going to make it easier or harder 
to go to the theatre. The League 
stated it is ready to make changes 
ir. its rules always if deemed nec- 
essary. 
The League can 

failure. The moot 


hardly aid a 
unanswered 


question is whether it can help a 


hit and how? 


Latta Given 2 Years 


Syracuse, N. Y., July 22. 
Garland B. Latta, president of the 
Investors’ Underwriting Corpora- 
tion, whose ambitious plans for a 
new picture house circuit were 
killed by alleged financial and legal 


difficulties, was sentenced to not 
less than two and not more than | 
four years in Auburn State Prison 
here Monday. He had been con- | 
victed of grand larceny. 


Latta’s lawyers filed notice of ap- 
peal, and a writ of reasonable doubt 
which would allow him his freedom 
pending the argument of an appeal 
before the Appellate Division. Writ 
is returnable at Utica Aug. 4. 

Latta became interested in show 
business when he “angeled” the Em- 
pire Players last summer. Subse- 
quently, he acquired the Empire 
lease, and then extended his finan- 
cial activities to the Syracuse and 
Brighton theatres. These were to 
have been the nucleus for the cir- 
cuit he proposed to establish with 
Frank Sardino. 


DEMAND 
WITH EXAMPLES 


Deraand of producers for legits 
for the coniing. season is “spice.” 
They are fishing around for plays 
with a sexy motif and titles with 
just the right amount of suggestion. 

Producers state that that is what 
the public wants. Reasoning is 
based on plays which have out- 
distanced the others and are among 
those still going. Producers men- 
tion “Lysistrata,” Sheep” 
and “Strictly Dishonorabie,” also 
quoting the manner in which the 
“whisky bottle’ scene in ‘“Flyin’ 
High” always goes and the many 
spicy musicals and revues. 

Titles will suggest to the hoi- 
polloi that the play is that kind of 
a play. 


Liegfeld Writers in Paris 
Delay Producer’s Return 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Flo Ziegfeld is counting upon re- 
turning to New York Aug 1. He 
originally intended to go east im- 
mediately after the preview of 
Goldwyn’s “Whoopee.” 

With most of the usual Ziegfeld 
writers out here, the producer has 
stayed on to work with them on 
the books of prospective 
autumn productions. 

Mrs. Ziegfeld (Billie Burke) has 
completely recovered from her 
recent illness, 


Shubert Syracuse Deal 
Dropped on 30-70 Terms 


Syracuse, N. Y., July 22. 

Negotiations between the Shubert 
office and the Muriel Amusement 
Co., lessee of the Empire theatre, 
which, if successful, would have 
placed touring attractions in the old 
K. & E. house next season, are 
definitely off, according to Morris 


Fitzer, general manager for the 
Muriel corporation. 
The Shuberts, it is reported, 


ing 70% 
| Fitzer is understood to have sug- | 4n indefinite engagement. 


| 


Heat Drop 


As an illustration of how the 
heat kills Broadway business 
there is one of the few shows 
current which drew on _ its 
Saturday matinee two weeks 
ago the nice gross of $1,780. 

Last Saturday, which was 
torrid, the show got $390. 


DUFFY GETS BACKING 
FOR NEW LEGIT START 


San Francisco, July 22. 

While the liquidation proceedings 
in the recent Henry Duffy bank- 
ruptey action are going on, plars 
are being formulated by Duffy him- 
self in co-operation with the K. D. 
Winship Estate, which owns the 
Aleazar and President Theatres 
here, to resume operation again 
under Duffy's leadership. The the- 
atres will not re-open, it is report- 
ed, until the bankruptcy action 
now pending has been cleared 
away. 

It is understood that when Duffy 
resumes he will control the Presi- 
dent and Alcazar here, the Duffwin 
Theatre in Oakland and the El 
Capitan Theatre in Hollywood, The 
financing of the project will be as- 
sumed by the Winship Estate, C. 
E. Tobelman who controls the El 
Capitan and the Income Properties 
Company which owns the Duffwin 
in Oakland. 

Duffy, it is reported, will be 
given a free hand to carry out his 
“clean play policy.” It was this 
policy that led to the rupture re- 
cently when the theatres were be- 
ing operated under direction of a 
receiver after the filing of bank- 
ruptcy petition and culminated in 
the resignation of Richard Mar- 
shall, general manager, and Carl- 
ton Miles, publicity director. At 
that time Duffy accused his as- 
sociates of conspiring to ruin his 
reputation and during the con- 
troversy had the support of the 
Winship Estate interests. 


Frisco Date Conflict 


Hollywood, July 22. 

“Molly Magdalene,’ Rosen's 
show which finished three weeks 
at the Mayan Saturday (19) is el- 
bowed out of a San Francisco date 
at the Columbia by “Subway Ex- 
press.” 

Latter show closed here the same 
time with Rosen’s and opened in 
Frisco Monday (21). 

Meantime Rosen is laying off his 
east for three weeks until “Sub- 
way Express” exits from the Er- 
langer house. 


Show Boat Ties Up for 
Indef. Pittsburgh Date 


Pittsburgh, July 22. 
Captain J. W. Menke’s Golden Rod 


wanted to book on percentage, tak- 
to the house’s 30%, while 


gested a 60-40 division. 
Empire at present is playing films 
on grind set 10 and 20 cents. 


Shakespeare Guild’s Tour 


Los Angeles, July 22. 


Shakespeare Guild of America 
starts a transcontinental tour from 


here in September with a reper- 
toire including “Hamlet” (classical 
and modern dress), “Romeo and 


Juliet’ and “The Merchant of Ven- 
ice.” 

William Thornton will lead an 
Equity cast being assembled in 
Hollywood. 

While bookings have not been 
easy to get in California, responses 
are reported okay through Arizona, 
Colorado and the northwestern 
states. The Coast is to be played 
up to Christmas and after the holi- 
days the troupe will go South. 

Sigurd Russell is managing the 
tour. One night stands in audi- 
toriums will fill between dates in 


Show 3oat docked at Montrose 
Hotel Landing, just above Pitts- 
burgh on the Allegheny River, for 

First play “Tilty Ann” and will 


| be followed by several old-time river 

favorites. Menke’s first visit to 
Pittsburgh and he’s said to be 
| backed here by a couple of busi- 
ness men about town. 


Belasco’s 76th 
Atlantic City, July 22. 

David Belasco celebrates his 76th 
birthday this Friday. Friends and 
members of the cast of “Dancing 
Partner” will attend a dinner ar- 
ranged in his honor after the per- 
formance at the Apollo. 


Bids for Tom Douglas 
Hollywood, July 22. 

Opening here in “Fata Morgana” 
(legit), last week, Tom Douglas 
was grabbed for tests by Metro and 
Universal. 

Douglas asked too much at 
Metro, but U offered him a part in 
“Boudoir Diplomat.” Arthur Col- 
lins, “Fata” producer, vetoed the 
deal. 


legit theatres, 


-vision. 


Film Producers Must Go Into 
Legit, Claim Showmen; 
Now Af ter Plays 


and Houses 


Participation of coast picture in- 
terests in Broadway production legit 
during the coming season is mount- 
ing, according to returning show- 
men. Though several are known to 
be identified with coming shows, 
nearly every important picture 
maker is casting eyes towards 
Broadway. 

Necessity for picture play mate- 
rial and people is the impetus. While 
only one play in three presented on 
Broadway may be good for pictur- 
ization, the proportion of scoring 
scripts written for pictures is set 
down as one in six. Producers are 
asking their authors on the coast to 
write more from a play angle or for 
stage usage rather than for the 
studio. 

Picture people are reported seek- 
ing Broadway theatres, houses in 
which they can present either legit 
productions or talkers, as_ occasion 
may fit. Deals for several legit 
houses are reported pending under 
term leases, 

The manner of engaging actors on 
the coast is said to be changing, 
contracts calling for a revision .of 
salary if the player appears in a 
stage show. 


Uneven Grosses 


As one showman put it: “The pic- 
ture people have found themselves 
literally plunged into show business. 
That has come about through the 
unevenness of grosses. A picture 
getting $14,000 in one stand may 
gross but $6,000 in another. That’s 
very like a legit show on tour.” 

Paramount is expected to be the 
most active in legit producing, with 
a roster of not less than 10 plays 
reported. Par was the first to be 
concerned with Broadway through 
its Frohman office. Warners will 
probably come next in the number 
of legit shows backed, perhaps pro- 
ducing some themselves, but the 
others will also likely figure. 


Arch Selwyn Producing | 
Play for Mary Pickford; 


Booking Independently 


The production plans of Arch 
Selwyn are not definite for the new 
season but will probably be iden- 
tified with the Erlanger office as 
previously reported. The Selwyn 
and Times Square theatres, here- 
tofore hooked to Shubert bookings, 
will be independent, with Erlanger 
bookings likely. 

Along with the Erlanger office, 
Selwyn will be interested in C. B. 
Cochran's forthcoming London mu- 
sical comedy, “Evergreen,” with a 
Rodgers and Hart score. If suc- 
cessful the show will be repro- 
duced here or brought over intact. 

Selwyn proposes a revival of Bar- 
rie’s “Quality Street” with Mary 
Pickford starred. Miss Pickford is 
said to be agreeable to the idea, 
with a limited engagement a pro- 
The play was one in which 
Maude Adams scored best. 


Chicago Sensitive? 


Chicago, July 22. 
Local production of “The Racket” 
has been called off again, with cast 
partially hired and rehearsals 
scheduled for this week. 


Written by Bart Cormack, a Chi- 
cagoan, the play is a shot at the 
state’s attorney’s office, and was 
taboo here under threats previ- 


ously, after being a New York run. 
Play was scheduled for early 
August at the Harris. 


“South Sea Virgin” Play 
“South Sea Virgin,” comedy 
drama by Rolland Oliver, author of 
“Night Hawk,” will be stage-pro- 
duced by Jack Linder. 
Alice Ridnor will be in the lead, 
It will go into rehearsal Aug. 15. 


Burton Goes Par 
Hollywood, July 22. 

David Eurton, stage director, will 
switch his office from M-G to Para- 
mount. Burton was brought here 
six months ago on a short term 
contract by M-G. 

As soon as the contract expired 
he was engaged by Par. 
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It Rains for Two Weeks Solid 
And Australian Show Biz Booms 


By ERIC H. GORRICK 


Two weeks’ solid rain boosted 


business all around town. 


At present only two legits in 
operation. “Katinka” (revival) at 
Her Majesty's and “Garden of 


Eden” at Criterion, both under Wil- 
liamson-Tait direction. 

Talkers are having matters all 
their own way with three long run 
attractions getting the kale. 

“All Quiet on the Western Front” 
is sensational at the Royal. “Sally” 
finishes after five weeks at State, 
and “Gold Diggers,” after 12 weeks, 
is still going strong. 

“Splinters,” British, has done well 
at Lyceum, 

Union Theatres are going after 
the British angle and will have 
“Rookery Nook” in for a run at 
State and “Atlantic” following 
“Gold Diggers.” 

Williamson-Tait have been mark- 
ing time in legit until E. J. Tait gets 
back to tewn with a load of new 
attractions. July 5 is set for Aus- 
tralian premiere of ‘Mr. Cinders,” 
which is expected to duplicate its 
English success here. 


CURRENT ATTRACTIONS 


LEGIT 


Majesty’s—“Katinka,” 
with Gladys Moncrieff and Gus Bluett; 
good business for the two weeks’ book- 
ing. ‘Mr. Cinders’? next. W-T. 
Criterion—"‘Garden of Eden” opened 
last week with the American actress, 
Edith Taliaferro, featured. Press played 
up the “dirt” angle, and on this alone 


Her revival, 


-the show stands a chance of several 


weeks, with maybe the possibility of a 
run, although doubtful at moment. 
Great cast did splendidly with rather 
trite dialog. Excellently mounted and 
produced by George D. Parker for W-T. 

G.. 0. H.—Nellie Bramley and her 
stock company nearly went on rocks 
last week after battling against poor 
business for several weeks. Miss Bram- 
ley stated in curtain speech that despite 
poorness of patronage she intended to 
carry on. And the actress never panned 
the talkers or America for the box 
office starvation. 


PICTURES 


ALL WIRED 


State—“Sally,” U. T. 

Lyceum—‘‘Splinters,”’ U. T. 

Roxy—‘‘Seven Keys to 
Fullers. 

Royal—“‘All Quiet on Western Front,” 
Absolute smash hit. Hoyts-Williamson- 
Tait. 

St. James—“‘Gold Diggers” still going 
strongly. U. T. 

Plaza—“‘Anna Christie,”’ Hoyts. 

Capitol—Great bill this week with 
“The Texan” the highlight. Horace 
Sheldon has cut orchestra from 40 to 20 
and has quit the highbrow stuff, going 
in for pop numbers. Whole show peppy, 
sending patrons away delighted. Quite 
a treat from the long, dreary programs 
offered here previously. Business pick- 
ing up all time with great chance house 
getting back to former footing. Big 
Four vaude offering doing three old 
numbers, but liked. Sheldon has or- 
chestra boys working 15 minutes before 
regular show, and also in foyer after 
each performance, Two all-talkers on 
bill. U. T. 

Regent—“King of Jazz’’ 
fo rextended run. Hoyts. 


Baldpate,” 


opens today 


Empress—"‘Ladies Love Brutes” and 
“A Royal Romance.” WU. T. 
Empire—‘‘Devil May Care.” Business 


not so hot. Empire Talkers, Ltd. 

Savoy—“Sunny Side Up" opened last 
week, playing second release. House 
right out of theatrical district, with not 
much chance of success, Independent 
management. 


Palace—‘‘The Love Parade.” 
T 

Prince Edward — “Paramount on 
Parade.” U. T.-Carrolls, 

MELBOURNE 

Legitimate not so hot here, although 
the old-timer, “Belle of New York,” 
may be classed a decided hit. “This 
thing Called Love” quits in a week or 
so at Kings. Both playing W.-T. di- 


rection. 

Jim Gerald is getting along nicely at 
The Tivoli with old revue hokum. 
Gerald is about the only revue comedian 
getting anything in this country. Most 
o fthe others have simply faded away. 

Pictures 
English producers have been saying a 


lot of nasty things about our censor- 
ship methods in connection with their 
productions, Some even. stated that 
Australia was anti-British when it came 
to patronizing English attractions. At 
the present time three English pictures 
are making money ‘in this city, namely, 
“Atlantic” at Majestic, Nook” 
at Athenaeum, and “At the Villa Rose” 
at the State. 

The English attitude apparently arose 
over the production of “Blackmail” and 
the strict methods adopted by cenegor in 
connection with this picture. Anything 
the censor did to this one was only 
deserved, because “Blackmail’’ was un- 
doubtedly about the worst talker to 
come this way. 

A funny angle to “Blackmail” was 
the fact that not one newspaperman 
panned the picture severely, although 


several hinted that it was a poor pro- 
duction. Had it been American—! 


Current 


Regent—‘‘All Quiet on 
Front,” Hoyts. 
Princess—“No, No, Nanette!” 
Plaza—‘“‘Anna Christie,’’ Hoyts, 
De Luxe—‘‘Dynamite,’’ Hoyts. 
Capitol—“‘Sally,’’ Phillips. 
Palace—“Lovin’ the Ladies” and 
Kiss." Press ads. carry tag line that 
children not admitted. Fullers. 
Auditorium—'‘'The Passion Play’’ opens 
for run today under W.-T. management, 


Western 


"Three Swifts when playing LONDON 
always stays at the 


Coventry Court Hotel 


Whitcomb Street, Leicester Square 
Phone Gerrard 7615 
Telegrams COVENCOURT, Westrand 
London 
Hot and cold running water and 

phone in every room. 
3. F. HOWLETT, Manager 


GROUP 
MAY US. 


By EUGENE LYONS 


Moscow, July 12. 
American theatre public may soon 


learn that the Soviet Republic of 
Georgia has things to offer to the 
world aside from ex-princes and 
husbands for Hollywood stars. The 
First State Theatre of Georgia 
(called the Rustavelli Theatre, after 
the Georgian national poet) may be 
imported to New York for a series 
of showings there and a _ tour 
through other parts of the United 
States. 

The projected American trip for 
the troupe from far-off Georgia, if 
it comes true, will be one of the by- 
products of the Olympiade of the 
Arts which has just come to an end 
here. The Olympiade, as already 
reported in Variety, was the first 
attempt ever made in Russia to 
bring together the leading theatres 
and musical groups in this far- 
spread empire. 


Covent Garden For Sale 


London, July 12. 


Covent Garden Opera House is 
in the market. The lease expires 
in 1933 and it has been suggested 
the house be pulled down to allow 
for an extension of the vegetable 
market which surrounds it. 

Covent Garden is one of the most 
historic theatres in London. The 
present theatre dates back over 50 
years; there were two other the- 
atres on the same site, both de- 
stroyed by fire. 


Dorothy Morrison’s Week 
Only in London Cafe 


Paris, July 12. 

Dorothy Morrison, American com- 
edienne, booked for Cafe de Paris 
for fortnight, was unable to open as 
scheduled, due to bad throat. She 
played but two days the first week. 
At the end of the first week she 
was notified her services were no 
longer required and paid for a single 
week. 

It is understood that owing to 
Miss Morrison’s throat affliction 
she had failed to make good. 


Leslie With Par 
Paris, July 12. 

Serge Leslie, American dancer, 
has left the stage to become assist- 
ant presentation manager for Par- 
amount here. Francis Mangan is 
European manager. 

Leslie danced in Meller’s revue at 
the Palace until quite recently. His 
newly wed wife, Doris Niles, also 
American, still appears there. 


Moscow Trcup Dated 
Buenos Aires, July 22. 


A troup from Moscow called the 
Kamernay Company, directed by 
Alexander Tairoff, is scheduled for 
the Odeon here. 

Piece is heralded as Ostrawski’s 
*“Hurracan.” 


Chorus Boy in Act 


London, July 22. 
Howell, Harger and Naldi have 
added Jack Plank, English chorus 
boy, to their turn. 


Dubbing Fat Songbirds 
page 1) 


and sing. 

On both sides of the shelter and 
on top as well, the pantomimists 
moved and gestured, while the 
audience found itself looking upon 
the opera stars as ventriloquists 
extraordinary. The pantomimists 
sat at tables and went through the 
motions of eating and drinking. 
They gestured and bowed, twisted 
and turned, and pretended to be 
singing so effectively that the real 
singers, scarcely visible in a patch 
of light, were almost forgotten by 
the audience. 


ing to do but listen for their cues 


While playing Toronto in “New 
Moon” the “Daily Star” said: “All 
the principal players are highly 
capable. The most finished per- 
formance is that of Roscoe Ails in 
the main comedy role, a bond ser- 
vant, which affords the skilled 
comedian abundant opportunity to 
demonstrate his masterly style of 
footlight fooling, and, boy, can he 
dance!” 

Vacationing Artist Isle, 
Lake, Ohio. 


ROSCOE AILS 


Direction LOUIS SHURR 


Indian 


German Quota Law 


(Continued from page 7) 


the Interior and made it effective a 
few days ago. 

In effect the regulations permit the 
screening of 210 foreign produc- 
tions during the season, 120 permits 
are to be allotted to producers who 
sold German-made films abroad. 
The remaining 30 permits the Min- 
ister of the Interior will hold at his 
disposal. Permits for silent pic- 
tures may be applied to talkers in 
the ratio of three silents for one 
talker, 

The Minister is empowered to al- 
ter these regulations if he deems 
it necessary for the good of the mar- 
ket. The new rules tighten the old 
contingent system which itself in- 
spired bitter opposition from Amer- 
ican producers. 

Last year’s 160 import permits 
are now reduced to 120. The 60 ad- 
ditional permits issued to producers 
who sold pictures abroad—and also 
available for one-third as many 
talkers—have no essential bearing 
on the situation since they are not 
to be exercised before Jan. 1 next. 


Shorts Included 

In addition short subjects now 
come under the application of the 
quota, each short calling for one- 
fifth of a permit. 

A further provision that has the 
effect of making the quota rule more 
severe is that trade showings are 
compulsory in the case of foreign 
product and “blind bookings” are 
entirely forbidden. 

The new law is bound to create 
opposition in Germany as well as 
among foreign nations in the opinion 
of trade authorities. Under its pro- 
visions all pictures are considered 
“foreign” if the director, story writer, 
cast or technical people concerned 
are aliens, 
| Not only is opposition inevitable 
in the German film industry, but 
the new regulations make it im- 
possible for the native industry to 
arrange for co-production relations 
such as the alliance at one time 
framed with the French film makers. 
What makes this angle especially 
annoying, is that, because of the 
great scarcity of sound studios in 
Germany, it becomes necessary for 
German producers to use foreign 
production plants. 

The German picture industry has 
been thrown into extreme uncer- 
tainty because of the considerations 
mentioned and there Js small chance 
for relief until a new Reichstag 
has been assembled through the Von 
Hindenberg administration going to 
the people in a general election, 


Liked Hays 


Will Hays attracted a great deal 
of attention during his presence in 
Berlin. The newspapers were full of 
favorable comments on his energy 
and ability. He was fully informed in 
advance of the probalities that the 
quota rules would be tightened and 
arranged his course appropriately, 
taking his departure as soon as he 
felt assured nothing could be done 
toward changing events. 

One German trade view is that 
Hays made a mistake fn going 
through the Paris conference and 
then coming to Berlin after the 
German legislative program had be- 
come crystallized. There probably 
would have been a better prospect 


Vaude Germany Looks Hopeless; 


Paris’ Sadly Slumping 
Biz Is Not Being Helped 
By Despexate Publicity 


Paris, July 12. 

Paris papers are devoting consid- 
erable space to interviews of authors, 
actors and theatre managers, saying 
there is no present cricis in the show 
business; that the screen is not 
detrimental to the stage, and that 
all is rosy. In spite of this, show 
business here is flat; most theatres 
are dark, and these interviews are a 
last effort to draw public attention 
to the theatre, which is sorely in 
need of something to revive public 
interest. 


AMERICANS WANT SITE 
ON OXFORD ST., LONDON 


London, July 12. 


Another instance of the desire of 
Big Business in America reaching 
for important London realty owner- 
ship comes in the sale of the West 
End site extending from 197 to 213 
Oxford street, the buyer being 
Friend Sykes, millionaire owner of 
Hichings Park Estate, Ltd. 

The property has a frontage of 160 
feet and is practically an “island 
site.” 

The buying out of freeholders and 
lessees is said to represent around 
$4,000,000. The most important 
actual owners are Buzzards, most 
ancient of English caterers and 
owners of Ciro’s restaurant, located 
in the block. Purchase of the free- 
hold amounted to $1,000,000. 

The original intention of the pur- 
chaser was to erect on the parcel, 
which has an area of 38,000 square 
feet, a block of offices with shops 
on the street level to be called “The 
Tower,” and to cost $5,°00,000. This 
plan was completed on paper, but its 
execution has been held up due to 
several bids for the property in its 
unimproved condition. 

Bidders are said to include a Can- 
adian hotel syndicate. which wants 
the site for a modern hotel; Mar- 
shall Field, Chicago department 
store, which wants to build an es- 
tablishment rivaling its Chicago 
home in size, and Jordan Marsh, of 
Boston. 

Marks & Spencer, the only oppo- 
sition of importance Woolworth has 
in England, likewise is mentioned as 
among the possible buyers, while 
one of the big American picture 
producers is said to have an eye on 
the property as the site of a deluxe 
theatre with offices above. 

Clearing up of leases and freehold 
ownerships it is expected will take 
until March, next. 


GIRL TROUPES’ JUMPS 


Available Choruses Hop All Over 
Europe to Keep Working 


Paris, July 12. 

Despite the demand for troupes 
of well trained girls, the dearth of 
good choruses here entails consid- 
erable traveling for those available. 
The Mangan _ Tillerettes leave 
Paris shortly to play in September 
at the China Theatre, Stockholm. 
The Plaza Tiller Girls now at the 
Geneva Kursaal are booked for a 
month at the Wintergarten, Berlin. 
This means that the Paramount 
Tiller Girls will play the Paramount, 
Paris, in September. 

The Muriel Abbot Girls, now re- 
turning for Ziegfeld, are due back 
next year at the Ambassadeurs here. 


IN PARIS 


Eddie Pardo, O. M. Samuel and 
wife, Mrs. Thompson Jaeger Smith, 
Drena Beach, Claude P. Grenecker, 
Jean Barry, Barre Hill, Emma 
Voight Ives, Edith Stafford. 

Dr. Glen L. Swiggett, Fred A. 
Stock, Mrs. Del Furez Hott, Phe!ps 
Twins, 


for constructive work if Hays, for 
instance had gone into preliminary 
conversations with Ludwig Klitzsch 
of Ufa which is the key to the Ger- 
man situation, and then called the 
Paris conference after a preliminary 


Berlin, July 19. 
Never before was the situation in 


German vaudeville as hopeless as at 
present. 


The managers of the great vaude. 
villes are forced to arrange their 
choice of programs according to 
the cheapness of the single per. 
formances while trying to preserye 
the artistic level. 

Director Jules Marx, manager 
and owner of the 5 biggest vaude 
theatres in Germany, mentionea he 
preferred acrobats and eccentricers 
from the American stage. Most 
American artists, cannot come into 
consideration for the German busj- 
ness at present, he says, as the 
vaude owners are not able to pay 
the foreign vaudeville salary. 

The prices for German vaude 
are usually from 12 to 60 cents with 
the exception of the large vaude- 
villes like the two Berlin houses, 
Scala and Wintergarten, and the 
Hansa, Hamburg in which the ad- 
mission goes beyond $2. 


States Agency 


Concerning the turning over of 
vaudeville agencies to state control, 
officially on January 1, 1931, it ig 
already now carried out on this 
basis. Theatre agencies are already 
financed by the German Reich and 
are a states establishment. 9 agen- 
cies, to be increased to 41 by the 
coming fall and ‘two directors are 
managing thc states undertaking, 
of which the board of directors is 
composed of five from the Reich- 
sfinanzamt and 5 directors. 

The “Parenna” is founded by the 
Directors’ Union of the Interna- 
tional Artists Loge, by the Union of 
“mployers and Employees. Other 
leading vaudeville agencies are still 
being negotiated with, with the aim 
of winning their interest for the 
states agency. 

All members of this agency are 
permanently employed and are not 
permitted to make any extra money 
on the undertaking, from which 
immediate notice, without respite, 
would be the result. 


SHUBERT BUSY 


Picked Up German Musicals and 
Two Berlin Actors 
Ferlin, July 12. 
J. J. Shubert, while in Berlin, 
signed a number of stage plays, as 
well as several Berlin actors, for 
New York, including the new Blume 
Benatzky operetta, “Meine Schwes- 
ter und ich” (My Sister and I); the 
Farkas-Herezeg (Katscher) Revue 
‘Die Wunderbar” (The Wonder 
Bar), as well as Hasenclever’s plays 
“Napoleon greift ein’ (Napoleon In- 
terferes). 
He also engaged the young well 
known Berlin actors, Franz Lederer 
and Walter Slezak. 
Shubert sails July 26 on 
Bremen for New York. 


the 


Berlin, July 12. 

J. J. Vincent, American musical 
impresario, has signed the famous 
German conductors, Max von Schil« 
lings and Karl Adler, both of Bere 
lin; the director, Jan HeytekkeF 
(Hamburg) and as technical stage 
manager, Kurge Albrecht, for his 
operatic tour through America. 

Vincent will have the following 
soloists: Johanna Gadski (New 
York), Johanna Baumer (Berlin)s 
Maria von Essen (Dresden), Klairé 
von Kullberg (Berlin), Max Roth 
(Berlin), Karl Braun (Berlin), Joa 
hannes Sembach (Dresden), Erié@ 
Wildhagen (Munich), Gustav Wer 
ner (Berlin), Richard Gross (Ber 
lin), Hans E. Hey (Berlin), Ma® 
Adrian (Hannover), Lawrence 
Pierot (Berlin), Adi Almosline 
(Koln) and Karl Hartmann, as well 
as 25 other German actors for sew 
ond roles, 4 


The Howes’ Daughter 4 
London, July 2% ' 


A daughter was born to Patricl@ 
Malone and Bobby Howes July 2% 


Doublon Dies 
Paris, July 22. 
Lucien Doublon, former journalist 
and popular assistant manager ° 
Metro theatres, succumbed to a !ons 


Study of the situation in Berlin, 


illness at the Riviera. 
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VAUDFILM BACK 


4 §. Acts on Palladium Bill, and 


2 Are Walloping 


Hits—Other Vaude 


A 


London, July 22. 
The Palladium’s new bill opening 
yesterday (21) offers best 
yaudeville entertainment at that 
house for months. Show has four 
American acts, Jack Smith, return- 
ing after three years; Barry and 


lish visit; Irene Bordoni, held over, 
and Jerry and the Baby Grands. 

All four turns use a piano, but 
otherwise no similarity. “Whisper- 
ing Jack” Smith is now using a 
mike with two amplifiers spotted in 
the auditorium, the idea working 
out advantageously. Smith stopped 
the show and had to beg off. 

Barry and Whitledge with their 
‘elassy crossfire talk were hilarious- 
ly received. Act overstayed its al- 
loted time by four minutes at the 
first show and Val Parnell allowed 
them to continue the extended time 
although other acts were cut. Miss 
Bordoni and Jerry and the Baby 
Grands also fared well. 

The show ran 30 minutes beyond 
its schedule even after the closing 
turn was dropped. 

Attendance capacity plus. 


BIG BIZ IN HOLLAND 


The Hague, July 22. 

Dutch show biz is further handi- 
capped by the only really big busi- 
ness which the Circus Maxo is do- 
ing at Scheveningen where their 
tents are pitched for the summer 
seaside season. 

Many individual highlights dis- 
tinguish the Circus Maxo. with 
Albert Carre, of the veteran 
equestrian training family, as the 
big attraction with his trained 
horses. 

Another big click is the Australian 
boxer, Lindsi Fabre, with his 
pugilistic kangaroo, Aussie, which 
meets all comers (plants) and gen- 
erally scores a k. o. 

The flute-player Lichtenstein who 
has been successfully ballyhooed for 
his gold flute given him by the King 
of Greece is also an outstander, as 
are the acrobats who work sus- 
pended upside down from the roof 
of the tent. 


Too Cold in Holland 


Amsterdam, July 22. 

With a change from severe heat 
to unseasenal cold, business in the 
theatre has picked up all over Hol- 
land. 

Exception to the betterment ap- 
pears in the bathing resorts where 
the cold has paralyzed trade in all 
branches. 


“SANTIAGO,” PRODUCTION 
London, July 22. 
“Santiago,” presentation idea with 
a European reputation, has some 
novel settings and clever ensemble 
work. It is in at the Coliseum for 
SIX weeks, the engagement calling 


NARROW ESCAPE 


48 U. S. Rodeoers Flirt With 
Lightning Storm 


The Hague, July 22. 

Party of 48 American cowboys 
and girl singers, rodeo specialists, 
lassoers, et al. escaped miraculously 
from possible fatal results when the 
street car on which they were rid- 
ing here en route to their first show 
was struck by lightning. 

Sounded like a press stunt the 
way it broke just before their local 
premiere but the fierce thunder- 
storm was something which no 
p. a. could quite fix. 

Storm took heavy toll and caused 
much property damage. 


WALLACE’S MELLER 
CLICKS BIG IN PARIS 


Paris, July 22. 
Edgar Wallace’s Chicago under- 
world melodrama, “On the Spot,” 
produced by the English Players at 
the Theatre Albert Premier was a 
tremendous click and already has a 
heavy advance sale on its books. 
The London melodramatic suc- 
cess was staged locally by Edith 
Martyn and Carol Reid, both from 
London. 


Casting is good with Edward 


Stirling, co-head of the English 
Players, and Margaret Rawlings 
outstanding. 


Click of “On the Spot” may cause 
it to be adapted into French, but 
the native American theme may 
make this unlikely for strictly 
French appreciation. 


Quartet Dissolved 
London, July 22. 


Hazelle and Klatoff Quartet, which 
recently played a fortnight at the 
Palladium and did one week at the 
Cafe de Paris to a fair sized hit, 
have disbanded. 

Act comprised Hazelle Hickman, 
Jimmy Klatoff, Chick Dressler and 
Reggie Vorhees, with the latter two 
breaking away from the combina- 
tion when Dressler claimed he was 
not getting a- fair break on the 
salary end. 

Hazelle and Klatoff tried to con- 
tinue as a twosome but made small 
progress and have left for Paris. 


sony: 
Wylie’s Musical “Nippy 
London, July 22. 

Julian Wylie is producing a new 


all-English musical piece to be 
called “Nippy.” It will open in 


London in September after a month 
of provincial tryout. 
Cast will be headed by 
Hale and Clifford Mollinson. 
Report is the show is headed for 
the Hippodrome, but that is de- 
pendent upon the strength of “Sons 


Binnie 


for change of production fort- 
nightly. Salary is 
$1,750. It should 
worthy feature. 
Harry Holman “assisted by Edith 
Manson and Co.,” has only Miss 
Manson as support. Holman returns 
after three years, remaining a 
strong comedy item. usual 
finish with Miss Manson singing 
My Hero” from “The Chocolate 
Soldier,” had to be cut, due to 
Desiree Ellinger and Mather sing- 
ing a number just ahead of the 
Holman turn. 

House drew extraordinarily well 
for the afternoon show. 


work out as a 


College Boys’ Tour 
” Amsterdam, July 22. 
Ps Cowboy College” band from 
og University (of Abilene, 
bana is making a tour of Holland 
er the auspicies of the Inter- 
hational Traffic office. 
Outfit did well enough in Amster- 


dam, but not so well in Rotter- 
dam. 


reported = 


o’ Guns,” which looks as though it 
is overcoming the first critical in- 
difference and settling down for a 
run. 


Encouraging Athletics 
Cairo, July 22. 
The Education Ministry, which 


not long ago abandoned a plan of 
encouraging native picture produc- 
tion by a system of subsidy, has 
turned to a new project. 

An appropriation of 24,000 English 
pounds (about $120,000) is being dis- 
tributed among sporting and ath- 
letic clubs for the encouragement of 
athletic events. 


Gracie Field’s Unit 
London, July 
Gracie Fields opens at the Vic- 
toria-Palace, Aug. 11 at the head of 
her own combination. 
is on a 


99 
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ABROAD 


Lack of Quality Talkers 
Forces Reversion to Stage 
Acts — Paris’ Ace Cin- 
emas Start It—Australia 
Changes Its Mind About 
All Sound 


BREAK FOR ACTS 


In line with the tendency in 
America, reports from Paris, Aus- 
tralia and Madrid indicate a rever- 
sion to the vaudfilm type of picture 


house entertainment. 

In all three foreign spots, which 
are doubtlessly indicative of the 
general trend, a tendency away 
from the straight soundfilm policy 
is manifested and stage acts are 
coming back abroad as they are 
and will be this fall in America. 

The only’ difference between 
American conditions and those on 
the Continent is that America’s 
(and that takes in also the Eng- 
lish-speaking Australasians) films 
have been found lacking in consis- 
tent values, sufficient to stand 
alone, whereas the Europeans have 
not had the right type of sound 
pictures. In all instances, however, 
a stage show now seems necessary 
to bolster the rest of the program. 


Paris, June 12. 

American vaude acts will prob- 
ably in the near future see their 
number of booking weeks increased 
in France due to the many straight 
picture houses going vaudfilm. 

This is mainly due to the example 
of the Paramount, immediately fol- 
lowed by the Olympia, where the 
vaudfilm policy is demonstrating its 
appeal on the French public. Where- 
as people hesitate to go and see a 
straight picture show, having found 
that the talkers currently shown are 
not always up to standard, they pa- 


tronize plentifully those houses 
where besides a film there is stage 
entertainment. 


All French houses can’t go vaude- 
film because of the lack of stage 
facilities but there is a strong ten- 


dency to bring acts into all suitably 
equipped theatres. 


Madrid, July 12. 

Reversing its original policies, the 
management of the Sage, the fore- 
most deluxe house in Spain, situ- 
ated on the Palacio de la Musica, 
Madrid, is reclaiming its stage and 
installing a presentation company to 
augment the former straight sound 
policy. 

The Goya and Cinema Avenida 
also are refurbishing their stage 
lighting effects, pre:entation per- 
sonnel, ete., for a similar purpose 
of reinstating stage shows in con- 
| junction with pictures. 

In all instances, and 
likelihood every other 
follow, the talker policy has proved 


there is 


| too expensive in the point of too 
|small grosses for the “nut” of the 
lsound rentals, wire installations, 
jete. It is hoped that with stage 


| shows the grosses will jump to take 
up both the extra cost for presen- 
tations and to offset the increased 
soundfilm rentais. 
Sydney, July 1. 

Union Theatres have found that 
highbrow stuff will not take at 
Capito] and have reverted to double 
features and stage presentations 
after definitely stating this type en- 
tertainment out, causing vaude 
artists to quit their lay jobs to get 
the old act out of the storehouse 
for a showing. With the Capitol 
going back again to vaude, other 
houses may revert back again. The 
actors hope so, anyway. 


J. J. Shubert Il! 
: London, July 22. 
J. J. Shubert, sailing for home at 
the end of this week, is meanwhile 
| quartered at the Savoy under care 
| of a physician. 


CLICKED IN ORIENT 


U. S. Revue Fared Better in China 
and Japan Than Manilla 


Seattle, July 22. 

Len Mantell and Esther Van 
Valley arrived in Seattle last week 
after a year in Japan and China 
with “The New Yorkers” (revue). 
Season very good. Japan especially 
and Shanghai is “paradise” for 
white actor, 

A hop to Manilla was loser as 
company played at old American 
opera house, in poor district, which 
elite would not patronize. 


ENGLISH LEADING MEN 


London, July 22. 

Bayard Veiller’s comedy, “Sister 
and I,” made into a musical version 
current on the Berlin stage, has 
been purchased by the Shuberts for 
New York. 

English rights are held by Edward 
Laurillard, who will produce the 
piece in London during the autumn 
with Mady Christians, the German 
star, in the cast. 

Laurillard’s present trouble is to 
find a suitable leading man, a @iffi- 
culty that seems to‘confront most 
of the London producers who have 
enterprises pending for the imme- 
diate future. 

The scarcity of English leading 
men, for some reason, is particular- 
ly troublesome at this time. 


Van Duren Found Dead 


Paris, July 22. 

Ernest Van Duren, music hall 
dancer and film actor, was found 
dead in his quarters here from an 
overdose of a drug used as a sleep- 
ing potion. 

Friends of the dead man suggest 
he may have taken the drug with 
suicidal intent. He had recently 
had a falling out with his former 
dancing partner Edmonde Guy. 

An arrangement had been made to 
continue with a new stage partner, 
Dora Duchy, American. 


English Plays on B’way 
London, July 22. 

Lee Ephraim will sail for New 
York in September to produce Ed- 
gar Wallace’s crime play “On the 
Spot” for the Shuberts. 

It is probable the Shuberts also 
will stage “Lady Mary” in New 
York early in the fall, using most 
of the London cast, including Helen 
Gilliland, George Grossmith and 
Paul Kavanagh, with Herbert Mun- 
din also imyorted to play the role 
hé created here. 


Lehar’s Latest 
Vienna, July 22 


The aged but none the less active 


deluxer will | 


Franz Lehar, who seems able to 
compose a new piece at least once 
}a year, has chosen for the libretto| 
of his latest operetta the Austrian | 
Hermann Bahr's comedy, “Der | 
Star.” 

Hans Reichert, already respon- 
sible for a number of the Viennese 
composer's librettos, will revise this 
one. 


| 


MAMOULIAN STAGING “MELO” | 


Paris, July 22. 

Rouben Mamoulian, stager, 
sails tomorrow (23) on the Olympic 
after conferring with Henri Bern- 
stein, author-producer of the 
record-breaking “Melo” at the Gym- 
nase here, which Mamoulian will do 
on Broadway. 

Benn W. Levy, English dramatist, 
will most likely adapt for Al Woods 
who's making the production. 


Geneva for Rest 
Zurich, July 22, 
Mistincuett, Parisian musical 
comedy favorite for many years, and 
her much younger partner, Ear] 
Leslie, American, are vacationing 
at Geneva. 


VERY SCARE JUST NOW 


Cochran Wants Colored 
Stagers from New York, 
And Likely Getting “Em 


London, July 22. 
C. B. Cochran has cabled an offer 
to two colored stagers in New York 


to stage some dances in the new 
musical he will start rehearsals 
with about Sept. 1 Ada May has 
the show’s lead. 

The musical is by Rodgers and 
Hart (Americans). 

Colored cecuple are Billy Pierce 
and Buddy Bradley. 


Billy Pierce and Buddy Bradley 
are the dance coachers of the Billy 
Pierce studio on West 46th street, 
New York. The Cochran offer is for 
a minimum of five weeks and trans- 
portation both ways. 

THe couple have taught some of 
the best known musical stars over 
here how to tap and otherwise 
dance. Society folks are also lib- 
eral “‘scholars” of the colored boys, 
who have established themselves in 
New York, holding their standing 
against all the competitive rush of 
the white dancing schools. Messrs. 
Pierce and Bradley have staged 
dances in some of the Broadway 
musicals. 

They will probably accept the 
London engagement, more on a 
gamble than anything else, and 
mostly on account of their belief 
that Ada May may have recom- 
mended them to the English pro- 
ducer. 


Who's Cochran? 

Bill Pierce, with another baby on 
his mind since Friday, his second, 
kinda rubbered around after re- 
ceiving the Cochran cable which 
amounts to a contract if accepted, 
saying: 

“How come they know us in Eng- 
land ?” 


“Everybody knows you and 
Buddy, Bill.” 
“Now, man, don’t give me that 


I guess Miss Ada May's 
That's very 


business. 
been talking about us. 
nice, too, of Miss Ada.” 
“She sent you into the right peo- 
ple if she did, Bill,”” he was told. 
“Yeah? This Cochran man, who's 


he?” 

“He's a big man over there, Bill.” 

“Big?” 

“Yes, very big.” 

“As big as Mr. Ziegfeld over 
here?” 

“Bigger.” 

“Well, man, then he’s some big 


and that’s good enough for me.” 


VIC-PAL VAUDE WILL 
NEED MUCH NOVELTY 


London, July 22. 

The return of vaudeville to the 
Victoria Palace drew two fine audi- 
ences yesterday (21) although the 
bill has no special novelties. 

ftesumption of the specialty show 
is merely a stop gap, according to 
the inside story which has it that 


R. H. Gillespie has just closed an 
arrangement with Jack Taylor, pro- 
vincial revue producer with quite a 
reputation, to stage the new Vic- 
toria Palace show around the end of 
August. 

This plan may be subject to 
change if Gillespie finds after a 
short vaudeville season that the 
specialty show is a better proposi- 
tion. Such an outcome depends a 
great deal on Gillespie’s ability to 
get novelties. 


McIntosh Back in Theatre 


Sydney, July 22. 
The predicted return to active 
participation in show business of 
Hugh McIntosh has come to pass. 
McIntosh has taken over control 
of the Tivoli, Melbourne, from Wil- 
liamson-Tait and will stage the Noel 
Coward musical piece, “Bitter 
Sweet,” using the London cast, in- 
cluding Vera Pearce. 
The producer has asked Coward 


to make the trip to Australia to 


the production, 


supervise 
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News From the Dailies 


This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. 
for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


Variety takes no credit 


LONDON 


Next production at the Palace will 
be “Frederica,” for the fall, by Lad- 
die Cliff. Production will mark the 
stage debut of Joseph Hislop, tenor. 


“A Warm Corner” folds at the 
Prince’s next week, to be replacec 
in the fall by “Hurray! It’s a Boy!” 
wr.tten by the same German au- 
thors as the current play. Leslie 
Henson presenting. Heather 
Thatcher, Connie Ediss, and Austin 
Melford, the same cast as ncw Ccur- 
rent, will be in the new piece. 


Lord Wakefield, head of the engi- 
neering firm, and the sponsor of 
many speed records, announces that 
as a result of the England II dis- 
aster, when Sir Henry Segrave was 
killed, he will retire from any fur- 
ther record attempts. 

“Silver Wings’ ’is coming off at 
the Dominion this week, a rather 
sudden decision. House is expected 
to go talker until the fall. 


NEW YORK 


Frederick Lonsdale, English 
dramatist, arrived in New York. He 
will leave for Hollywood shortly to 
direct its dialog. 


Jules Montaigne, assistant direc- 
tor of the “‘Folies Bergere,” has ar- 
rived in New York. 

A vaudeville bill will be the en- 
tertainment -feature hereafter for 
the evening trips of the “Mandalay,” 
the boat which plows nightly to the 
Atlantic Highlands and back. 


Dr. Herbert Graf, 27, said to be 
the youngest grand opera stage di- 
rector in Europe, arrived from Ger- 
many. He is the chief stage di- 


rector of the Frankfort Grand 
Opera. 
Deems Taylor, composer and 


critic, finished the musical compo- 
sition of his second grand opera, 
“Peter Ibbetson,” which will be 
given at the Metropolitan Opera 
during the forthcoming season with 
Edward Johnson, Lawrence Tibbett 
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and Luecrezia Bori in the cast. Mr. 
Taylor's first opera “The King’s 
Henchmen,” for which Edna St. 
Vincent Millay wrote the libretto, 
was first produced at the Metro- 
| politan Opera House, Feb. 17, 1927. 


Jane Winton, picture actress, was 
married July 17 to Horace Gumbel, 
New York broker. Miss Winton’s 
first husband was Charles Kenyon, 
author and playwright, whom she 
recently divorced, 


Hasty examination of the estate 
of the late Joseph T. Schenck, of 
Van and Schenck, revealed “‘a yacht, 
steamboat and considerable real es- 
tate in Valley Stream, Long Island, 
and Chicago,” according to Attor- 
ney Arthur H. Priest. Priest stated 
full value on the estate will not be 
revealed until certain safe deposit 
boxes have been opened. 


Frank Howard, legit actor, known 
off-stage as Howard C. Hass, com- 
mitted suicide at his home at 33 
Woodruff avenue, Brooklyn, by in- 
haling chloroform. His wife, Meta 
Hass, told police that her husband 
had previously attempted suicide 
over the loss of $25,000 in the last 
Wall street crash and the decrease 
of employment resulting from the 
talkers. Hass had purchased chloro- 
form under the pretense of wanting 
to kill a cat, poured the contents 
into a basin and inhaled the fumes. 


Justice Valente issued a tempo- 
rary injunction against M-G-M re- 
straining it from using the song, 
“The Narrative,” sung by Lawrence 
Tibbett in the “Rogue Song” in that 
picture. Shuberts got the injunc- 
tion under the ruling that the num- 
ber was in reality “The Shirt,” a 
song in “Vogues of 1924,” and was 
the legal property of the Shuberts. 
Contention arose when it was 
claimed the song could be used 
publicly because the Shuberts, who 
had bought the song from the com- 
posers, Herbert Stothart and Har- 
old Grey, and paid them royalties 
of $10,000, had not published it. In- 
junction may necessitate the cut- 
ting of “The Rogue Song” film. 

Max Pollikoff, 28, concert violin- 
ist, and Stella Dube, 24, soprano at 


the Roxy theatre, married last 
week, 
Kathryn Ray, former ‘Vanities” 


show girl, secretly secured a Mexi- 
can divorce from Harold K. Hass, 
tobacco magnate. She married Hass 
eight years ago. Miss Ray is named 
in a joint suit, with Macoco Alzaga 
Unzue, Argentine millionaire, by a 
colored maid. Ann Snowden, the 
maid, is suing them for $200,000, 
charging the couple maliciously 
beat her while she was serving 
them in the Hotel Baltimore, Paris. 

“Lola Montez” may be produced 
in stage play form on Broadway 
next season with Dolores Del Rio 
in the lead, 


Betty Linely will be opposite Lou 
Tellegen in a play by Lester Cole. 


Renee Bullard, Boston Opera star, 


and George Strakosh von Feldrin- 
gen, former Austrian Baron, were 
married in Norwalk, Conn., last 
week. 


James Whale, who directed “Jour- 
ney’s End,” will arrive from Eng- 


land July 29 to rehearse it here 
again. 
Henry W. Ostendorf, musician, 


turned over to New Jersey police by 
Magistrate Ford in  Morrisania 
Court, faces prosecution on a charge 
of embezzling $15,000 while secre- 
tary and treasurer of the American 
Federation of Musicians. Ostendorf 
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Shows in Rehearsal 


sana” (Arthur 
stein), Hammerstein. 

“Little Show” (Brady & Wi- 
man), Forrest. 

“After Tomorrow” (John Gol- 
den), Golden. 
“Suspect” 
ham), Fulton. 
“Ninth Guest” (A. H. Woods), 

Eltinge. 
“Safe Investments” (Gilbert 
Ridell), President. 


Hammer- 


(Charles Dilling- 


lives in Maplewood, N. J., where he 
has a wife and several children. 


A producing organization to be 
known as the New Orleans Theatre 
Guild, designed to present success- 
ful New York plays in New Orleans, 
is scheduled to open next Novem- 
ber under the direction of Syndey 
Shields, New York actress. Under 
a subscription plan calling for 4,000 
subscribers, it is planned to pre- 
sent a play each week, employing 
casts recruited from New York. 


Leonard Bergman, nephew of the 
late A. L. Erlanger, to re-enter show 
business. He has option on two 
theatres in the Times Square dis- 
trict. He may do some producing. 


Chavles Dillingham will produce 
a play by Frederick Lonsdale called 
“Canaries Sometimes Sing” in Oc- 
tober. Lonsdale departed for the 
coast last week. 


“The Devil’s Host,” by the Ameri- 
can author, Carl Glick, will be done 
in Vienna this fall. : 
“Princess Charming,” the forth- 
coming Connelly & Swanstrom op- 
eretta, will open at the Imperial 
Sept. 29. i 


Jed Harris says his production, 
“Uncle Vanva,” will reopen Sept. 
22 in New York, and will after be 
sent on tour. Lillian Gish will 
again head the cast. 


Horace Liveright, publisher, is 
going to the coast to become ad- 
viser on novels and plays at the 
Paramount studios. The Liveright 
firm will continue. 

Catherine Willard will have the 
role first played by Phoebe Foster 
in “Topaze”’ when that comedy re- 
opens Aug. 4. 


On the strength of her daughter’s 
story that Ruby Saunders, show 
girl, accompanied her father and 
herself on a tour of Europe, Mrs. 
Slargaret Sinclair, non-pro, has filed 
suit of divorce from Neil R. Sin- 
clair, also non-pro. She charged 
that since their separation three 
years ago her husband had been 
maintaining the actress in an ex- 
pensive apartment on Park avenue. 
At the same time the wife was liv- 
ing in an $8 per week furnished 
room and was looking for work. 


A mother’s room gag on _ the 
seventh floor of the dressing room 
tier at the New Amsterdam theaa- 
tre for the mothers who accompany 
members of “Vanities” cast to the 
theatre. 


Mrs. Margaret B. Dunston, wife 
of William J. Dunston, son of the 
late John Dunston, proprietor of the 
famed “Jack's” Restaurant, will re- 
ceive one-quarter of the $100,000 
assignment her husband made to 
Anne Duncan from his portion of 
his father’s $1,000,000 estate. Mrs. 
Anne Duncan had sought to get the 
money under the terms of an agree- 
ment between Dunston and herself, 
signed several months after the res- 
taurateur’s death, but was balked by 
objections of the executors. Mrs. 
Dunston contended that the agree- 
ment was a trick to keep her from 
receiving dower rights in her hus- 
band's estate. Last April she filed 
a suit for separation against her 
husband charging cruelty and non- 
support. She charged that for 20 
years her husband had maintained 
an estate at Valley Stream, L. I. 
and lived there with Anne Duncan 
and the latter’s three children 


LOS ANGELES 


Vivienne Sengler says she hasn't 
been able to get work, either writ- 
ing or acting, since suing Maurice 
Costello for $100,000 balm, and 
wants the trial speeded up on the 
grounds of destitution. 

Two of Hollywood's finest brought 
in a one-eyed Lady Godiva in the 
person of Evelyn Eagen, pictures, 
who got so hot driving back from 
the beach in a bathrobe that she 
threw off the bathrobe. The cops 
called it officially “drunk driving.” 
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OUT-OF-TOWN 


TATTLE TALES 


Boston, July 17. 


A revue in twe acta and 44 (more or less) 
scenes, produced and staged by Alexander 
Leftwich; dances by Jack Haskell; art di- 
rection by Alfred Cheney Johnston; musical 
direction by Gustave Salzer; first perform- 
ance at the Wilbur theatre, July 15. 
Odette Myrtil Joe Penner 
Teddy Walters Val and Ernie Stanton 
Oriel Ross Fred Keating 
Mary Sawyer Mickie Alpert 
Priscilla Sawyer Franklin Hornaday 
Shiela Barrett Oscar Ragland 
Florence Dore Billy Taft 
William Griffith Jack Stillman 


The birds who predicted that 
when Alexander Leftwich finally 
produced a revue of his own it would 
either be very good or awfully bad 
were wrong. It is neither, and at 
this writing Leftwich doesn’t know 
just what to do about it. 

Opening night he took a bow after 
the late final curtain and explained 
his cast consisted of youngsters 
making the most of their opportun- 
ity. Odette Myrtil and Val and 
Ernie Stanton blushed, although not 
as deeply as did the municipal cen- 
sor earlier in the evening at some of 
the black-outs which were far from 
juvenile in sophistication. 

In a nut-shell, Leftwich has pro- 
duced a mediocre revue too blue for 
the road and too tame for New 
York. He has such a mass of mate- 
rial in reserve, however, and such a 
grim determination to avoia a flop 
with the first revue he has staged 
for himself that it is possible that 
he may slip into New York and find 
himself in the autumn money. 

Joe Penner, Miss Myrtil, and Val 
and Ernie Stanton are carrying the 
show and are all turning in out- 
standing performances. Penner is 
playing a burlesque mugging comic, 
including moss-covered material 
that the Boston evening dress ele- 
ment howls at as new 
was discarded even'on the old Co- 
lumbia Wheel. Odette Myrtil is 
ideal revue material with an abun- 
dance of out of the ordinary stuff, 
while Val and Ernie Stanton -are 
rolling in high. Their old telephone 
specialty, just in from Publix, is the 
high belly-laff of the evening, and 
it was an inspiration to leave it in. 
Fred Keating is something else 
again. He has opened three revues 
in Boston, only to close them in New 
York, and with Leftwich for the 
first time he is working under diffi- 
culties. He is featured in Chinese 
robes in one long scene built around 
the illusion of the series of knives 
that are supposed to cut a victim 
into seven pieces and not much of a 
stunt for the suave Keating. He is 
operating a floating golden ball nov- 
elty that is simple but effective. In 
reshaping the show he may come 
into his own, but to date he has 
been up against it. 

Mickie Alpert, a local master of 
ceremonies, has been the big draw- 
ing card because of his night club 
following, doing several personal 
numbers extremely well despite the 
handicap of obvious nervousness. 
Two novelties are Joe Penner’s 
comedy song, “And Then Came the 
War,” and a travesty chorus spe- 
cialty on Rudy Vallee. The black- 
outs come thick and fast. Leftwich 
must have a hundred of them, good, 


Miss Eagen lost an eye three years 
ago running into, a steamroller 
When “blinded with tears after 
quarreling with her sweetie.” 

Lita Grey Chaplin dropped in to 
deny again any engagement to Roy 
D‘Arcy, and returns to New York 
July 28 


Dulcie Cooper, legit, wants a di- 
vorce from Stafford Cherry Camp- 
bell, charging he bothers her when 
she’s studying her lines. 

With Vivian Duncan still under 
repairs for her black eye, all is 
otherwise quiet on the Malibu front 
until Rex Lease goes up in court 
on battery charges July 31. 


The Los Angeles “Times,” 
looks at labor through red_ spec- 
tacles, announced this week that 
unemployed union actors are agitat- 
ing for “one big union” in the film 


which 


industry The assertion appeared 
in the form of a news story, but 
cited no specific evidence. The 


actors are indicated as easterners 
who failed to connect in talker work 
and are making up for Equity’s flop 
in the picture field “posing as 
virtual Moses to lead the crafts- 
men,” 


Olsen and Johnson flew into town 
wearing shorts—Olsen pink and 
Johnson blue. They had their pants 


when they hopped oft from Cleve- 
land. 


Suggesting that the time might 
come when a second Mary Pickford 
would confuse the general public, 
Mary Pickford Fairbanks is asking 
the courts to make Gwynne Pick- 
ford the legal name of her ward 
and niece, Mary Charlotte Pickford. 
They’ve been calling Lottie’s 14- 
year-old daughter Gwynne around 
Pickfair some time to avoid con- 
fusion. 


Mary has been the little girl's 


and which: 


bad and indifferent, with one or 
being tried out almost every a 
formance, The blue sketch that hag 
the greatest possibilities igs Written 
by Beth Wendell and is a double 
entendre theme based on the visit 
of a photographer to the apartment 
of a woman who has just been told 
that the government has ordered 
every woman in the country to have 
a child. 

Musically the revue is fair but 
needs a couple of popular prospects 
Scenically, production numbers, and 
chorus routines are satisfactory al. 
though not gorgeous or spectacular, 

At the present time it is the type 
of revue that they used to ask Left- 
wich to whip into shape for New 
York after a week's try-out in New 
Haven. Libbey. 


DANCING PARTNER 


Atlantic City, July 22. 

David Belasco’s new production, 
“Dancing Partner,” at the Apollo 
last night, is a slice out of Contin- 
ental life spread with American but- 
ter. The writers of this piece are 
specified on the program as Alex- 
ander Engel and Alfred Grunwald 
and, representing the Stars and 
Stripes, Frederic and Fanny Hatton. 

“Dancing Partner” is nothing like 
“The Bachelor Father” or “It's a 
Wise Child.” There is a wise child 
in this comedy, and she is expected 
to have all the girlish misdemeanors 
which are supposed to spot and 
stripe this era of new freedom. But 
a very worldly young Britisher, who 
must put her to the test before he 
will consent to marry the young 
lady, finds himself head over heels 
in love. 

It all came about because Lord 
George Hampton thought it time his 
nephew and heir settle down and 
marry an English girl of equal rank 
He pays up the creditors of young 
Lord Brummel, mends the broken 
hearts of three or four winking 
lights, and announces the selection 
he has made, the daughter of an old 
flame of his own. 

Lord Brummel is not any too 
willing to give up cutting such 
pleasurable didoes, and points to his 
uncle’s perpetual bachelorhood as 
proof. But good times’ require 
money, and uncle threatens to stop 
the flow unless the proposal is car- 
ried through. The young hero find- 
ing himself stumped, promises to 
look over the young lady. They 
scrape up an acquaintance and he 
gives himself one month to show his 
uncle that it is unnecessary to lead 
a woman to the altar to get what 
you desire. The deal is on and Lord 
srummel meets the girl with only 
his uncle knowing his identity. 

In a somewhat novel airplane 
scene several hours before the 30 
days are up the young combination 
of Casanova and Don Juan declares 
his love. That he is in love with her 
was obvious from beginning 
when she hired him as her dancing 
partner, but an illustrated paper ar- 
rives and therein she recognizes 
Lord Brummel. Of course, her in- 
dignation knows no bounds, but in 
the end uncle and mama steal into 
the room and find the couple clasped 
and nod their heads in approval. 
There are several amusing situ- 
ations but in between it is irresolute. 
Parts are sentimentally mushy, and 
there is a suspicion that it is a trifle 
overstuffed. One had reason to ex- 
pect swifter stuff. 

Four players are featured: Lynne 

Overman, as young Lord Brumme!l, 
in a smart performance: Irene Pur- 
cell, as the modern young lady, much 
the same role that she had in “The 
Great Necker”; Henry Stephenson 
as Lord Hampton, and Charlotte 
Granville as the mother. 
The comedy is in five scenes with 
an intermission between the second 
and third. There is the usual care 
for detail and handsome mountings. 
Weintraub. 


FLYING HIGH’ BUY 
EXTENDED 12 WEEKS 


The agency buy for “Flying High” 
at the Apollo expired Saturday (20 
weeks), but under an optional re- 
newal an additional 12-week deal 
was made by George White. For 
the extended period the buy is cut 
in half and at the same time the 
top price of tickets at the box office 
is reduced from $6.60 to $5.50. 

The 16 accredited agencies have 
agreed with the Theatre League not 
to sell “Flying High” tickets at 
more than 75 cents advance. That 
also applies for “Green Pastures,” 
the other buy. Brokers say they 
are willing to sell any ticket at 75 
cents advance in these torrid and 
dull times. 


Booking Offices Combine 
Chicago, July 22 
Two oldest stock legit and bur- 
lesque booking offices now com- 
bined. Milt Schuster and O. H. 
Johnstone, American Theatrica! 
Agency, officing together hence- 


(Continued on page 63) 
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Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


EEGETIMATE 


VARIETY 


With But F ew Legits LeftonBway 


Some of Those Are Staggering 


?> 


yoadway'’s legit producers are 

carefully for the new 
P son. The usual flood of an- 
souncements of new shows is en- 
ent. 
a feeling among the 
managers that next season will be 
petter. NO definite reason for op- 
timism, though showmen say they 

reeived a trend toward the legit 
theatre at the close of last season 
rather than away from it. 

Business last week was satisfac- 
tory considering the summer going, 
up ‘to Friday, when torrid heat 
jovped off the increase of the first 
palf. Saturday was brutal, matinee 
and night, and Monday, with record 
temperatures, the same. 

“Green Pastures dropped really 
fer the first time, when Saturday’s 
takings went off and the gross of 
$24,500 was the lowest since the hit 
opened. “Lysistrata” ran ahead 
and, despite the steaming finish, 
rounded out better than $26,000; 
“Strictly Dishonorable,” the only 
other money-maker among the 
dramas, got its $12,000; “Last Mile, 
$6,600; the others got around $5,000, 
some less. 

“Vanities” tops the sparse mu- 
sical group, but is under capacity 
at $41,600, a material drop; “Flying 
High” went to a new low, around 
$29,000, and it would have been less 
but for the agency buy; “Sons o’ 
Juns,” also a new low and under 
$22,000 for the first time; “Artists 
and Models,” $20,000 or less and 
leaving; “Garrick Gaieties,” about 
$12,000, but profitable; “Who Cares” 
lagging far behind at an approxi- 
mate $6,000. 

“Three Little Girls” suddenly 
stopped at the Shubert Saturday, a 
bust. That left 14 shows, some 
staggering along on week-to-week 
netice and Hable to quit. 

Gne show due in next week de- 
spite the heat—‘Ladies All,” at the 
Mciosco. “Young Sinners” slated 
to reopen at that house Aug. 4 will 
be at the Masque instead: “Topaze”’ 
due to restart at the Barrymore 
same date. 


THREE SHOWS IN CHI 
NEXT WEEK—TWO NEW 


Chicago, July 22. 

“Sisters of the Chorus” did biz 
again. 

Weather—hot—didn’t matter. 

“Sisters” is still the only legit 
show on the loop boards. 

Chorus girl meller is taking ad- 
vantage of every break of not hav- 
ing any competition—pardon, those 
midge golf courses—and was up 
again last week, its tenth. It hit 
$14,000, which is a profit of around 
$7,000 for Lester Bryant and his 
associates, 

Next week two openings are list- 
ed, “Sex,” at the Garrick, and “Art- 
ists and Models,” at the Majestic, 
which will make three shows in 
three Shubert houses, 


Arbitration Judgment 

A judgment for $929 on an arbi- 
tration award, with costs making a 
total judgment of $953, was filed in 
the Supreme Court Monday in favor 
of Harry Delf and William Grew, 
authors of “Jerry for Short,” on 
their claim against the producer, the 
Eugene Productions. 


Frisco Grosses 


San Francisco, July 22. 
Only two legitimate theatres open 
last week but business gratifying. 
Ina Claire in “Rebound” at the Cur- 
ran in third week got better than 
$11,000, regarded as nice profit. 
At the Geary next door “Caprice,” 
starring Fay Bainter, pulled ca- 
pacity opening and steady trade 
through week with good indication 
of a build. Hit around $14,000. 
Both Duffy’s former houses, Presi- 
dent and Alcazar, both dark and so 
was Erlanger’s Columbia. 


2 L. A. SHOWS QUIT; 
“REBOUND’S’ BIG SALE 


Los Angeles, July 22. 

The local field was down to about 
zero last week, but not without one 
bright light. After a siege of ama- 
teur and family productions, it 
looks as if the producers have 
snapped out of this idea and are 
really trying to get business by put- 
ting fair shows in the theatres. 
This is something they overlooked 
the past few months. 

Bright spot was the Hollywood 
Playhouse with “Fata Morgana.” 
Looked on as a daffy deal by the 
smart muggs, the theatre turned in 
over $7,000 on the week. That’s 
great for Hollywood. 

“Subway Express,” at the Mason, 
died after a three week struggle. 
inal brought in $3,000, about ‘‘nut” 
money. Produced by the Erlanger 
office here it looks as if this will be 
the sole effort to keep the theatre 
alive. About the same can be said 
of “Molly Magdalene,” which also 
folds after but three weeks. 

“To the Ladies,” with Glen 
Hunter at the El Capitan, got 
$6,000 opening week, fair for this 
house. Formerly operated by Henry 
Duffy, and now run by the owner 
of the building; no future policy 
has been set for the site. It is pre- 
sumed that it will continue with 
the policy inaugurated by Duffy; 
i. e., pop plays with guest stars. 

Demand for the “Rebound” pre- 
miere, Ina Claire’s show, was very 
big. It opened last night (Monday) 
at the Belasco. It comes here from 
lrisco. 

Estimates For Last Week 

“To the Ladies” (El Capitan, Ist 
week). <A little better than aver- 
age at $6,000; looks like best bet 
house has had in some time. 

“Molly Magdalene” (Mayan) (3d 
and final week). Fading after a 
hard try to get patronage; $3,000; 
house goes dark, 

“Subway Express” (Mason) (3d 
and final week). Another also ran; 
$3,000; nothing scheduled to follow. 

“Fata Morgana” (Hollywood 
Playhouse) (ist week). Got away 
to a nice start at $7,000, better than 
average fqr this house. 

“Rebound” (Belasco) (1st week). 
Opened Monday night starring Ina 
Claire; unusually heavy demand for 
premiere seats; if it can maintain 
pre-opening interest it’s a cinch 
hit. 


Harry Forwood will return to 
Cincinnati in the fall to take his 
former office as p. a. for the Walker 
stock. 


Shuberts’ Worst Musical Season; 
Shows Close One After the Other 


With “Artists and Models” go- 
ing to Chicago to open Aug. 2 after 
a brief and unsuccessful New York 
engagement, and with “Three Little 
Girls already closed after a_ brief 
resumption period, the most disas- 
trous musical show season the 
Shuberts have ever experienced is 
at an end, “Three .Little Girls” 
never did any important business 
In recent weeks one of the town's 
leading ticket agencies carried but 
four tickets nightly for it, and said 
this was four too many. “Artists 
and Models” will have done eight 
weeks when it goes to Chicago. 

Earlier in the season a Shubert 
Production ef “Fledermaus” called 
— W onderful Night” played a los- 
York engagement and 

; up quickly on the road. The 
a Sale show, “So This Is Paris,” 
Philadelphia and Chicago 

Was announced for New York, 
i deemed too weak to bring 
in Ph down to very low grosses 

_willcago, well under $10,000. 

The Duchess of Chicaso,’ 


a 


hubert importation, starring Wal- 


ter Woolf, was never brought in 
after playing Baltimore and Boston. 
Effcrts were made it fix it, but it 
wouldn't fix. “The Street Singer” 
had a mild engagement in New 


York, but didn’t do well in the roaéd,. 


flopping promptly in Chicago. 

At the Jolson theatre a season of 
operetta 1evivals was established, 
and ran for about half of the sea- 
son, suspending in March the an- 
nouncement that they would re- 
sume after Easter. Easter came 
but the shows didn’t resume. 

Last summer Shubert’s “Broad- 
way Nights” was produced at the 
44th Street theatre and closed with- 
in three weeks, one of the quickest 
flops for a revue of size ever known 
along Broadway. It was revived 
later and sent on tour with Mme. 
Guinan as its star, but didn’t last 
long. 

To keep road houses open 
“Tuckee Girl’ was kept on tour for 
many weeks, to grosses that went 
down to $5,000, weekly. In Kansas 
City, it is said, the gross was even 
below that. 


Selling the Seller 


A playwright holding an 
executive position with a pic- 
ture company recently sub- 
mitted a play to a shoe-string 
legit producer. 

Producer said he was inter- 
ested and asked the playwright 
to return. This happened three 
times. The third time the pro- 
ducer said to the playwright: 

“Can't you get me a job with 
your company? You're on the 
inside and should be able to do 
something for me.” 


SEEK JURY FOR 
CASE 


Earl Carroll and three players in 
“Vanities” must stand trial on the 
charge of giving an indecent and 
immoral performance. Six of the 
“Vanities” company arrested were 
freed by Magistrate Gottlieb, but 
Carroll, Jimmy Savo, Faith Bacon 
and Kay Carroll were held for Spe- 
cial Sessions. The last named and 
Savo figured in the much-discussed 
window dressing scene. Miss Bacon 
is charged with nudity in her fan 
dance by Captain of Detectives 
James Coy. 

The defense attorneys moved 
to have the cases transferred to 
General Sessions, which would open 
the way for trial by jury. Judge 
Otto Rosalsky reserved decision 
when the point was argued before 
him Monday. 

The magistrate commented that 
the fact he held the defendants were 
not proof of their guilt, but that the 
evidence was such that they sheuld 
explain their conduct at a trial. 
The “Vanities” case is regarded as 
important at this time, since should 
there be a conviction the New Am- 
sterdam theatre would be liable to 
padlock. The same point came up 
in the case of “Pleasure Man,” the 
jury failing to agree, however. 

It was stated that Carroll had 
been informed of a police visit to 
the performance at least four days 
before Coy and others saw “Vani- 
ties.” He toned down the show 
after the arrests, not before. On 
Thursday it was known around the 
theatre that Coy would be present 
on Monday night. He again sat in 
on Tuesday, the arrests being made 
the next day. Coy is said to have 
sat in the second row on his first 
visit and in the 12th row on the 
second visit. His testimony re- 
ferred to the latter location, a point 
that defense attorneys made much 
of, 


Marion Grey Suicide 


Chicago, July 22. 

Out of work and despondent 
Marion Grey, stock company ac- 
tress, ended her life July 17 in her 
room on the north side by taking 
poison. She last had worked at 
Terre Haute, Ind. 

Miss Grey had acted in stock for 
12 years. Police held the body and 
sought relatives to prevent burial 
in potters’ field. 


Writer’s Loan Suit 


Los Angeles, July 22. 


Paul Hervey, Fox’s literary and 
dramatic compositions, have earned 
him $100,000 in the last two and 
a half years, according to a suit for 
$10,000 filed here against him by an 
assignee for Century Play Co. 

Joyce Payne, assignee, says that 
in return for a loan of $1,000 Fox 
agreed Dec. 16, 1927, to pay Cen- 
tury 25% of the author’s share of 
any plays Century should accept, 
20% of his receipts for all original 
picture scenarios, and 10% of all he 
received for plays, dramatic and 
musical compositions, and every 
other form of literary, literary- 
dramatic compositions or efforts. 
The agreement was to continue un- 
til December, 1932, 


Gertrude Lee, Mgr. 
Chicago, July 22. 

Gertrude Lee, who was Eva Le 
Gallienne’s business manager in 
the New York Civic Repertory the- 
atre, will be business manager of 
the Goodman theatre, Art Institute 
adjunct, for 30-31. 

She succeeds Cloyd Head, one of 
those ousted in a change of art 
regime. 


Shows in N. Y. 


and Comment 


{| mediocrity or loss. 


play is also considered. 


| admission scale given below. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions being 
successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities with the varying overhead. 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


Also the size of cast, 
Variance 


C (comedy); 


“Apron Strings,” 48th St. (33d 
week) (C-950-$3). Business on 
Broadway slightly better until 


record heat came Friday, wither- 
ing box offices; “Strings” claimed 
its average $5,000. 

“Artists and Models,” Majestic (7th 
week) (R-1,770-$5.50). Another 
week to go; going to Chicago; 
revue started rather well, but 
quickly tapered down to $20,000 
or less. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse (29th 
week) (C-870-$3.85). Expectation 
is for continuance until road sea- 
son starts; got around $5,000 last 
week, apparently okay under con- 
ditions. 

“Flying High,” Apollo (21st week) 
(M-1,1868-$5.50). Scale reduced 
Monday; business down to about 
$29,500 last week, though pro- 
tected by agency buy; lowest 
mark to date. 

“Garrick Gaieties,” Guild (Sth week) 
(R-951-$3). Expected to last into 
September or when Guild is ready 
to start new season; moderate 
cost show with profit to date; 
about $12,000 last week. 

“Lost Sheep,” Selwyn (22d week) 
(C-1,017-$3). Has been getting 
by with operating nut away 
down; average pace of late about 
$5,000; week to week. 

“Lysistrata,” 44th St. (Sth week) 
(C-1,323-$5.50). Was well ahead 
up to Friday; slid off, but takings 
of over $26,000 topped preceding 
week, 

“Sons o’ 
week) 


Guns,” Imperial (35th 
(M-1,466-$6.60). Suffered 


Admission tax applies on tickets over $3 


late last week like all the others; 


dropped under $22,000; week to 
week. 
“Stepping Sisters,” Royale (i4th 


week) (F-1,111-$3). House on 
rental with show costing little and 
getting by on cut rates; $4,000 or 
a bit over. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (45th 
week) (C-830-$3.85). Was run- 
ning well ahead of its summer 
pace until heat wave affected Fri- 
day and Saturday trade; claimed 
over $12,000, regardless. 

“Green Pastures,” Mansfield (22 
week) (D-1,050-$4.40). Saturday’s 
heat dented trade that day, but 
small decrease on week's gross; 
Slightly over $24,500. 

“Last Mile,’ Harris (24th week) 
(D-1,051-$3). Figured on getting 
$7,000 last week, but week-end 
weakness upset dope; $5,000 to 
$6,000 and about even break. 

“Three Little Girls,” Shubert. 
Closed suddenly last Saturday; 
played 13 weeks; had dropped be- 
fore Fourth, when show laid off; 
failed to come back; maybe $12,- 
000 for mediocre musical. 

“Vanities,” New Amsterdam (4th 
week) (R-1,702-$6.60). Stood up 
very well until Friday; slipped 
about $5,000, with approximate 
about $5,000, with gross over $41,- 
600; top money for list. 

“Who Cares?” Chanin’s *46th St. 
(3d week) (R-913-$3.85). Picked 
up a bit during sceond week, but 
takings between $6,000 and $7,000 
not enough; will try another week 
or two. 


Berlin, July 12. 

Berlin theatre managers are at 
present in a difficult situation re- 
garding the casting of their plays. 
Owing to almost all important Ber- 
lin actors working daytimes for the 
talkers and not finding sufficient 
time to rehearse for new theatre 
pieces. Especially is there a dearth 
of young actors for juvenile roles. 

Official organizations like the 
“Buehnengenossenschaft” and “Bu- 
ehnenverein” (Stage Association” 


“SEX” REVIVED WITH 
MAE WEST IN LOOP 


The presentation of “The Racket” 
for Chicago is apparently off, but 


plans to show Mae West in “Sex” 
there are definitely on. Miss West 
was announced to do “Frisco Kate” 
but “Sex” appears to have been sub- 
stituted for a Chicago showing, the 
Shuberts said to be backing the at- 
traction. Shuberts were principal 
owners of “Diamond Lil” when it 
toured. 

“Sex” played in New York for 
more than a year. It was passed 
by a play-censor board but some 
months later Miss West was ar- 
rested and convicted of participating 
in an immoral performance. She 
served 10 days, as did C. W. Mor- 
ganstern, the manager. It was not 
toured. 

“The Racket,” a drama dealing 
with Chiacgo gunmen, was recently 
cast by Ray Payton, who is doing 
very well in the Loop with “Sisters 
of the Chorus.” Cast was suddenly 
dismissed. 

Private advices from Chicago in- 
timate that the authorities would 
not welcome the meller. That is the 
reputed reason that kept “The 
Racket” out of the town before. 


Girls and Tab Libel 


Louis Isquith, legit producer, is 
suing the New York “Daily Mirror’ 
on charges of libel arising out of a 
story printed in which six chorus 
girls were quoted as having said 
they rehearsed with “Here We Are,” 
an Isquith show, for 10 weeks with- 
out pay. 

Hearing is up today (Wednesday) 
before Magistrate Albert Stern, 


Germans Decry Dearth of Talent 


As New Plays Near Completion 


and “Stage Union”) have tried in 
vain to overcome this lack of good 
actors, but the fact that they not 
only earn far higher wages, but also 
become far more popular through 
the talkers does not, for the time 
being, show any way out of this 
state of affairs, 


Native Talent 


This dearth of the most desirable 
,native talent which has gone over 
into the native talker field is par- 
alleled in almost every important 
European country, as was and is 
the case still in America. j 

The French, Italians, Spaniards, 
English and even the lesser national- 
istic tongues like the Czechs, Poles, 
Norsemen and Balkans all complain 
that either Hollywood importations 
or native talkers are luring the 
legits into the sound field to the 
detriment of the stage. 

Meantime nearly all important 

3erlin authors are working hard for 
the coming theatrical season. 

Carl Zuckmayer, one of the best 
known German poets, is working on 
his tragical comedy, “Hauptmann 
von Coepenick,” and Hans Rehfisch, 
another well known author, on his 
drama, “Brest Litowsk,” as well as 
on a new combination of Jacques 
Offenbach’s operetta “Georgierin- 
nen.” 

New Plays 

Leonhard Frank, famous German 
writer, is polishing up “Hufnaegel’ 
and a second play with historical 
background, “Die Letzten Tage von 
Lassallé” (“The Last Days of Las- 
salle). Bert Brecht, another ap- 
preciated German author, who has 
just recently really become popular 
owing to his plagiarism lawsuits, is 
working on a comedy, “Aus Nichts 
Wird Nichts” (“From Nothing Re- 
sults Nothing”); also ona play called 
“Johannes Fatzer,” and on a new 
compilation of a play by the Rus- 
sian poet, Tretjakow, “Ich Will Ein 
Kind Haben!” (“I Want a Child”). 

Georg Kaiser, the famous German 
dramatist, is writing “100%,” adopt- 
ed from the famous book of the 
same name by Upton Sinclair, and 
also working on a play with an 
American locale, “Mississippi.” 

Erich Kaestner, also a young well 
known German poet, is dramatizing 
his book “Emil und die Detektive,” 
and Egon Erwin Kisch, a well 
known German journalist, is writing 
a play, “Die Reise Von Prag Nach 
Pressburg in 360 Tagen” (“The Voy- 


from 


Prague to Pressburg in 
360 days"). 
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Literati 


Next Best Seller? 

Book readers can expect first-rate 
fiction just now, every publisher is- 
suing the very best things on his 
list on the chance of establishing 
a phenom best-seller to succeed “All 
Quiet On the Western Front.” 

With the German war book sen- 
sation steadiiy ceclining in sales, it 
having passed the peak some time 
ago, time is ripe for another out- 
standing best-seller, as any one 
book can always be ballyhooed be- 
yond all proportions if catching on 
in that unaccountable manner after 
the decline of a previous best seller. 

Phenom best sellers can rarely be 
explained. “Bridge of San Luis 
Rey” was above the heads of the 
mob, yet it caught on surprisingly. 
“If Winter Comes” was more to the 
taste of the general reader, and as 
for “All Quiet,” it was not the first 
war book, by far, in the opinions of 
many, not the best. But :t was one 
of the best seller sensations in 
years. 

Not believed any of the current 
books will take its place. Oliver La- 
Farge’s “Laughing Boy,” which won 
the Pulitzer Prize, is now in its 
120th thousand, and not expected 
to go above 150,000. That’s a best- 
selling figure, but not sensational, 
especially in view of the Pulitzer 
Prize award. Margaret Ayre Barnes’ 
“Years of Grace” going very strong 
in its third week of publication, but 
not expected to be sensational. 
Mary Roberts’ Rinehart’s “The 
Door” has been relegated to a lower 
spot on the list of books in demand. 


Taking the Sappos 

A chiseler so crooked he couldn’t 
ride comfortably behind a straight 
eight is trying to pick up sucker 
money among the most gullible 
saprpos in the world i. e., name- 
authors. Hes giving them free 
memberships in a scrivener’s guild 
and then using their names to get 
ton-writers to fall for $60 paying 
memberships, And succeeding 
plenty. 

He has a prize-giving racket used 
as bait, best book of the month 
stuff, with one of the name-author’s 
velumes slated, in the sales-talk at 
least, for some of the dough. This 
tsually gets the big boy to sign 
the membership. 

One woman, wife of a big shot, 
was offered $500 to get three world- 
famous English authors to accept 
honorary membership, she's 
waiting to see one of the publicized 
prizes awarded first befcre doing 
it. She figures that one chumppo 
in the family is plenty. 


Satisfied Author 


Preston Sturges, ex-assistant stage 
manager, who authored the comedy 
smash, “Strictly Dishonorable,” and 
married into the wealthy Hutton 
family all in one season, says he 
has realized the three ambitions of 
his life—blonde wife, a yacht and a 
star sapphire ring (large). 

Sturges is said to have collected 
$100,000 in royalties from Brock 
Pemberton, who produced ‘“Dishon- 
orable.” He bought a 52-foot boat, 
sold at a sacrifice because damaged 
by fire in the ways. The ring is 
said to have been a gift from his 
wife. Miss Hutton wed him in 
Florida last winter, but hardly with 
the loving assent of her parents, it 
was said. 


Story Bureau in East 

Central Story Bureau in New 
York using idea employed for years 
for actcrs in Hollywood is on the 
wey. George Bye, the boy who got 
Al Smith two bucks a word from 
“The Post,” is said to have been 
picked for the job. His office at 
635 5th avenue is quietly being ex- 
panded while the plan is being 
readied by the producers. 

Idea, of course, will be each pro- 
ducer will tell the central bureau 
what type of stories he’s short on 
and what he’s prepared to pay for 
the best. 

For one thing this will save a 
lot of blind circulating of yarns to 
Places that are loaded, or off, the 
particular kind of yarn submitted. 

As one Par executive said in re- 
fusing a costume story, “We haven't 
done one of these in years and we 
never will again.” What would be 
the good then of submitting a Saba- 
tini story to Par? 

Another advantage would be in 
reducing the plagiarism pestilence, 
real or imagined. As all deals wouid 
te through clearing-house, 
authors wouldn’t have any lever to 


- use against a producer who hap- 


pened already to be working on a 
story similar to the one they were 


kind enough, unsolicited, to send 
him through the mails. 

Old style huddle between name- 
authors and producers will con- 
tinue no Gagovbt where the story is 
a smash and competiticn to land 
it keen. 

3ut for the general run of pro- 
gram pictures the central burea 
should be an efficient improvebent. 


Traveling for Ads 

Many papers over the country 
now maintaining a travel page to 
handle steamship and railroad copy 
and set off editorially by daily 
travel pieces written by staff men 
assigned to take a trip around the 
world or to a specific locality. 

In New York the “Sun” has gone 
in heavily for this. It generally has 
two men traveling somewhere, and 
running their pieces alternately. 
The “Sun” will go a long way for 
an ad, has been doing this for 
about two years and results are be- 
ginning to show. Its theatrical re- 
porter, Ward Morehouse, also does 
travel stories for them with a the- 
atrical angle, but in the two times 
he has been abroad for the paper 
he hasn’t been in Berlin, Paris, 
Budapest or the leading theatrical 
cities of Central Europe. Says he 
can’t understand German, so this 
time he went to Turkey and Arabia. 
Papers over the country are tak- 
ing up this thing quickly, since the 
transportation lines spend several 
millions in announcing summer 
schedules. 


Off Mystery Stories 
Mystery stories, the fad for which 
has held up longer than any other 
type of literature, are on the wane 
at last. Trend just now is to bi- 
ography, the new fad getting under 
way when Emil Ludwig became a 
best-seller. 

The mystery story received its 
first impetus when it was made 


known that President Wilson was 
an omnivorous reader of the 
things. College professors and 


bank presidents also took to read- 
ing them. 

Over-abundance of that type of 
story finally resulted in too much 
sameness, and readers discovered 
that if they read one, they had read 
all! Sales dropped, and even Ed- 
gar Wallace reported not getting 
across as well as he did. As a 


result, publishers will get out a far 
lesser number of mystery stories 
the coming season than ever be- 


fore. -In fact, one publisher, Stokes, 
will issue but a single mystery 
story. 


M. P. Academy’s First Book 

Fall will see the publication by 
the McGraw-Hill Book Co., New 
York, of ‘“‘Recording Sound for Mo- 
tion Pictures.” Authors are men 
behind the mikes—15 leading studio 
sound directors and engineers, 

Book is based upon the Technical 
Digest, the Academy of M. P. Arts 
and Sciences’ collection of papers 
read in the school on fundamentals 
of sound recording and reproduction 
that was attended by 900 studio 
employees last year. 

Contributors to the digest held a 
conference on correlation and ex- 
pansion of the material. Its revision 
is occupying the Technical Bureau 
under the direction of Lester Cow- 
an. The book will run 30 pages and 
will be illustrated by special pho- 
tographs taken at the studios, with 
publicity angles omitted. McGraw- 
Hill specializes in technical texts. 

The book will not only be the of- 
ficial introduction of Coast studio 
engineers to the general technical 
world, but will be the Academy’s 
first book. It will precede the “Out- 
line of the Motion Picture,” based 
on the recent university courses in 
film appreciation. 


Chi Doesn’t Like “i” 

Chicago doesn’t think so highly 
of Broadway columnists, main ob- 
jection being to the use of the per- 
sonal pronoun in writings. When 
a regular column conductor on one 
of the Chicago sheets was on his 
vacation and a Broadway column 
was substituted, Windy City paper 
immediately got letters calling the 
Broadway guy arrogant and other 
things, readers being sensitive 
about his trying to outsmart the na- 
tive son, 


Fewer Winters Abroad 

Members of the writing craft just 
returned from Paris reports fewer 
American writers there than ever 
before since he began making an- 
nual summer trips to the French 
capital. 

With the writers’ market gener- 


picks 


ally shot since before the summer, 
many of the boys and girls have 
had to come home and go to work 
to eat. Others went to rural France 
and England, where, though there 
is less excitement, living is cheaper. 

Although Paris was utilized by 
writers in the old days mostly for 
apprenticeship, it had become a 
dwelling place of later years for 
successful authors. These not so 
successful now, however, and Paris 
rnay get them when they start in 
all cover again. 


“Graphic” Drops 40 

Shakeup on the N. Y. “Graphic” 
(Macfadden) dropped 40 off the 
pay roll. With the change the 
“Graph” gets a new publisher, cir- 
culation manager and advertising 
head, besides others. ; 

About the only two untouched 
were Louis Sobol, Broadway col- 
umnist, and Ed Sullivan, sports ed- 
itor. Paper now under direct super- 
vision of Lee Ellmaker, who also 
handles other Macfadden papers. 
He replaces Martin Weyruch, pub- 
lisher. William Robinson, advertis- 
ing manager, and Charles Canavan, 
circulation head, are both out. New 
editor is P. von Ziekursch, former 
sports editor, Philadelphia ‘‘News.” 


Race Touts Numerous 

Early morning editions of Chi’s 
four p. m. papers have jumped 40 
percent on Loop newsstands. All 
have turned the first page into a 
dope sheet for the races, which is 
credited with bringing about the 
increase. 
Daily News’ 10 a. m. edition, 
which once featured want-ads for 
the unemployed, is going strong for 
and other’ racing dope. 
Scratch sheets, to offset the sudden 
competition, are now tumbling off 
the press about 9 a. m, The males 
go strong for the regular dope 
sheet, with the femmes taking the 
newspapers for their choice. 


Sales Field’s Mags 
Around September will see the 
addition of four new trade papers 
to the sales field, the quartet got- 
ten out by single publishing 
house, new Dartnell Corporation. 
Headquarters are in Chicago. 
Company is weaning away ace 
editorial men from competitors to 
edit its new mags, having already 
acquired Clayton Trost, from 
“Business,” and Eugene Whitmore, 
from “Sales Management.” Plenty 
money reported behind the Dartnell 
enterprise, whose mags will cover 
the sales field all-inclusive, includ- 
ing the publication of some in for- 
eign language in addition to Eng- 
lish. 


On the “World” 
In the most recent shakeup at the 


“World” Herbert Michelson  suc- 
ceeded Paul Palmer as Sunday 
editor. Michelson had _ previously 


succeeded Louis Weitzenkorn as 
Sunday feature editor when Louis 


stepped over to Macfadden’s 
“Graphic” before stepping over to 
France. 


Palmer was a Ralph Pulitzer ap- 
pointee who had been with the 
Pulitzers, first in St. Louis and 
then New York, for several years. 


Conselman’s Story 

Bill Conselman, idea man for the 
“Ella Cinders” newspaper cartoon 
strip, and also a production su- 
pervisor for First National, Fox 
and other producers, has written a 
novel called “Ella Cinders’ in 
Hollywood.” 

Claimed not to be the Ella Cin- 
ders story Conselman wrote for 
Colleen Moore's use some time ago, 
also with a Hollywood angle. 


War Imagination 

The author of a war book, whose 
description of a bayonet combat in 
which he participated is one of the 
highlights of his story, admits pri- 
vately to friends that he did not 
even see any bayonet fighting, much 
more participate in such an en- 
gagement. 

That’s a commentary on the ayv- 
erage war book. 


Real Names of Authors 
Claude Anet, author of “Idyll’s 
End,” is Jean Schopfer. John Rid- 
dell, “The John Riddell Murder 
Case,” is Corey Ford. Italo Svevo, 
“Confessions of Zeno,” is Ettore 
Schmitz. 


“The Bugle’ May Be Funny 


Gene Fowler and Ben Hecht are 
to edit a weekly paper of comment, 
to be called “The Bugle.” They 
selected the hick label on purpose. 
Will pay from $1 to $10 for articles 
and if necessary will write the bulk 
of the contents themselves. 
Expect to start with an eight- 


page issue, o° tabloid size. 


European Runaround 
By Frank Scully 


On the Continent 
Will Hays has been in Paris giving out daily statements that he hes 
nothing to say. The Chi-Trib ran a nice big cut of him in which h 
was shown reading the “Tribune” in front of his Paris hotel. A “Tribe 
reporter is pointing out the headline to W. Hays. The headline said 
something about “Rural Beer Kills 3.” If the “Trib” had run a Picture 
of Hays reading the Paris “Herald,” that would have been a picture, 


Why Show Saved St. Joan 

Didn't Carl Laemmle ever hear Shaw's reasor as to why he wrote 
“St. Joan?” “To save her from Drinkwater,” Shaw explained. 

And now despite such a warning they've taken all the Laemmle ma<« 
terial out of Dave Bader’s hands and turned the trunkful of photographs, 
letters, 24-sheets, press books, interviews and features over to John 
Drinkwater. 

Why? How could he possibly write the story of a showman’s life 
better than any studio press agent of ten years’ experience? 

They get so used to kicking scenarios around the lot tn Hollywood, 
they're starting it now on biographies. 


A Schuster Gag 

Max (Dollar Book) Schuster, running Europe ragged, reports a visit 
to Shaw he didn’t make. Got to the front door and then lost his nerve, 
Turning away he was “accosted” by two gals. Solicited on Shaw's door- 
step struck him as a great laugh. 

“Do you know whose house this is?” M. Lincoln demanded. 

The bag-slingers didn’t. 

“It’s Bernard Shaw's!” 

“Well, what of it? Who's Shaw?” they asked. 

“Didn’t you ever hear of ‘Mrs. Warren's Profession’ ?” 

No, they hadn't. 

“Well, that’s funny, last-lined Max, “you're practicing it!” 


Paul Swan’s Career 

Paul Swan (not to be confused with Ted Shawn who is also dancing 
around Europe in the nude, being last heard of in Munich), is going 
to write his autobiography. With his hand on his hip, in black sateen 
pajamas he’s going to tell how he was born in Springfield, Ill, and 
destined to join holy orders. But he never joined. Became a fashion- 
able painter instead. With this dough he went to Athens and there 
went Duncan. His soiree kind of swooning in the nude has been one 
of his big shots ever since. 

It is doubtful, though, if his biography will include an incident that 
happened when a ship carrying Swan docked at New York in 1915. The 
usual custom is to give the cabin steward about $5 for his services, 
Swan gave his flunkey 50 cents. When the steward hauled Swan's 
baggage to the pier he announced, like a butler announcing a dis- 
tinguished guest, “Baggage of Paul Swan who gave his steward two 
shillings.” 


Sydney Franklin Bulling 

Watch for a bull market in Sydney Franklin stock. The matador 
from Brooklyn has the mobs in Madrid screaming for the privilege of 
kissing his cape. In Andalusia he went up against a mean black bull. 
He took a pass too close and got a horn in the groin. He got up and 
in two thrusts of his dagger licked the bull. Six weeks ago he took 
another goring and laughed it off. 

Franklin is due in New York soon and from there, to Mexico. It 
seems a convenient time to shoot a picture of him, That should panic 
srownsville. 


100 Years Before 
They did an amusing thing with Victor Hugo’s Marion Delorme the 
other day. Cecil Sorel played Marion. It was staged in front of Hugo's 
house where he lived 100 years ago. Twenty-five artists of the Comedie 
Francaise company supported Sorel. Thousands filled the Places des 
Vosges where the piece was staged and mikes and amplifiers did the 
rest. Every word was clearly heard all over the square. 


Arthur Eliot’s Nite Joint 
Arthur (‘Better ’Ole’’) Eliot has been discovered in a London hide- 
away. He’s running Toby’s Club, nite de luxer in South Brixton Mews 
off Berekley Square. Eliot wrote 10 other plays, all flops, till he and 
3airnsfather merged on ’Ole” and clicked plenty. Eliot once managed 
the Hagenbeck Circus. of Germany. His real name is Captain the 
Hon. Arthur Eliot, brother of the Earl of St. Germans. 


English Freedom 
For a town that boasts about its freedom, London takes a lot of sap 
censorship on the chin and none of it ever matched this banning of 
Mare Connelly’s “The Green Pastures.” Maurice Brown, who did 
“Journey’s End,’ wanted to put it on and probably will in a bootleg 
way now. But why in a civilized country today a producer has to sub- 
mit a play like that to the Lord Chancellor is a mystery. It makes 
English freedom of speech taste like a lot of sour shandy-gaff. 
Connelly, by the way, is going on with Bill Bolitho’s play. It was 
thought the piece would fold with Bolitho’s death. It has been titled 
“The Marching Dead.” Blau will produce it in New York in October, 
Connelly directing. Title was decided in conference with the dead 
columnist’s widow who has left Avignon for Switzerland. 
There was no mystery about Bolitho’s death, though the papers passed 
up the cause. He suffered from old war wounds, having been buried 
alive on the Somme. He was operated on for appendicitis, nothing very 
terrible in a man of 38, but what actually killed him was peritonitis, an 
infection which eats through the intestines and throws poisons back 
into the whole system. His “Twelve Against the Gods” is being trans- 
lated into French and German. 


— 


Shuberts Discontinue Suit 


An order discontinuing a suit of 
Lee Shubert, Jacob J. Shubert and 
Sam S. Shubert Amusement Co. 
against Jed Harris and the A. L. Er- 
langer Amusement Enterprises, was 
filed in the Supreme Court Monday. 

The nature of the suit was not 
divulged. 


City Move May Close 
Frisco’s Green Street 


; San Francisco, July 22. 
The teniporary injunction ob- 
tained by Sid Goldtree against the 
city authorities to prevent therm 
from compelling him to operate his 
ireen Street Theatre but three 
nights a week was dissolved by the 
court last week. Consequence 
Green Street is dark half the week William Trumble is here casting 
pending determination of the case|for “A Cup of Sugar,” new play 
next Tuesday. by Lynn Starling, which opens 
Municipal authorities put house 
in Class C, which permits but three Dorothy Mackaye is coming in 
peesEenenes a week. If Goldtree | trom New York for a part in the 
ably will have to close hie rst since her release. 
Bothered,” which has been running 
six weeks to profitable business, as 
he cannot make money on the three 
day basis with his capacity of less 


COAST PLAY CASTING 


99 


Los Angeles, July 22. 


Stones as Rogers’ Guests 
Los Angeles, July 22. 
Fred Stone and his family arrived 
here for a visit. They will prob- 


than 400, ably stay with Will Rogers , 
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MUSIC 


VARIETY 


and English Firm Paying 


| 


Tiffany tor Publishing Rights. 


Jack Mills’ music firm paid Tif- 
fany Pictures $10,000 advance and 
Campbell-Connelly paid Tiffany 
$15,000 for the American and for- 
eign rights’ respectively for one 
year for publishing Tiff’s film music. 
Campbell-Connelly, English firm, 
nolds a contract for 14 months ac- 
tually, taking in the rest of the 
world cutside of the United States 
and Canada which Mills has. 

Jimmy Campbell originally had 
Tiffany for all of the world. Idea 
was for C-C to organize a separate 
company in America, but counsel 
for the firm dissuaded pointing out 
jt would mean that British company 
was invading the U. S. and enter- 
ing into competition with the pub- 
listers C-C represents in England 
and France. Hence Mills entered. 

Mills and C-C have unusually ad- 
vantageous terms in that Tiff must 
pay the writers all advances and 
royalties out of the royalties which 
Mills and C-C in turn pay Tiffany. 

Some music publishers’ arrange- 
ments with picture companies are 
such that the music firms can 
charge off almost anything at the 
pubs’ expense. 


Saratoga Full of Bands 
But No Entertainers, 
With Gambling in Air 


again this summer. The boys have 


gotten together and agreed not to 
go in for big names, which was the 
factor that made possible Paul 
Whiteman’s booking at the Arrow- 
head Inn at the same figure and 
under the same terms as at the 
Hollywood Gardens where the 
maestro closes tomorrow (24). 

The gambling thing in Saratoga 
is still up in the air, with things 
probably happening the same as 
ever and suspending at such periods 
when the word goes out. 

A battle of name bands will be 
relied on for the roadhouse draw 
with Whiteman at Arrowhead, 
Vincent Lopez at the Lido-Venice 
(to be known as the Piping Rock), 
Ben Pollack at Riley’s and Emil 
Coleman at the Brook. 

George Lamaze will be at the 
Arrowhead which Waxie and Man- 
nie are operating. 


MATTER OF TERMS IN U’S 
WHITEMAN CONTRACT 


Negotiations of Universal with 
Paul Whiteman to place the band- 
master in charge of the music de- 
partment at U City, together with 
question of whether Whiteman 
would make another talker for the 
Laemmle company, are in a status 
of quietude, with terms declared 
holding up contract on music berth. 

Whiteman will take nothing less 
than a three-year contract, it is 
understood. 


Colaprete Cleared 


Philade!phia, July 22. 

Decision against John Colaprete, 
President of Local 77, Philadelphia 
Musicians’ Union, previously tried 
and convicted on charges of show- 
ing favoritism in handling the 
union’s affairs, was reversed and 
Colaprete cleared py the trial board 
here last week. William Kerngood 
was sent here by Joseph Weber, 
national president, to conduct the 
retrial, 

Colaprete was accused of bias 
toward the Warner Bros. theatres in 
Several deals and favoring that cir- 
cuit to the disadvantage of others. 
Charges were originally made by 
an anti-Colaprete musicians’ fac- 
tion, headed by Adolph Hirschberg. 

Through the acquittal Colaprete 
continues in office. 


NEWMAN WITH U. A. 


Hollywood, July 22. 
Unitea Artists has exercised its 
eption on Alfred Newman, mu- 
Sical director. 
Understood that studio may make 
Some changes in its musical staff 
which will affect Dr. Hugo Riesen- 


feld, whose contract expires in 
Sept. 


SPECIAL THEME SONG ON 
WARNER’S 25TH ANNI. 


Warners’ Silver Jubilee to be 
publicly celebrated in August will 
have a theme song entitled “In 
Memory of You,” composed by Al 
Dubin and Joe Burke. 

All orchestras and eorganists in 
every Warner house have received 
orders to plug that song as much 
as possible throughout the’ entire 
month. Brunswick panatropes will 
be installed in all theatres and 
throughout the entire month they 
will constantly play that song. 

Number was originally used in a 
picture but later cut out of it. 


VALLEE’S HOME TOWN 
GOES NUTS OVER RUDY 


Westbrook, Me., July 22. 
“Another local boy who made 
good,” and made good with a bang, 
was the way Westbrook looks upon 
the return of its prodigal son, Rudy 


Vallee, who hit this burg 
and to whom was tendered the 
greatest reception ever by the city 
of Westbrook to one of its sons. 

Fully 10,000 people from this sec- 
tion of Maine poured into West- 
brook and many jammed the street 
on which Rudy’s home is located 
and where, with his parents, he 
tried to obtain a few hours of real 
rest. 

The Westbrook Band, of which 
he was at one time a member, sere- 
naded him for an hour previous to 
a big civic and mlitary parade, ter- 
minating in a banquet and ball at 
the American Legion headquarters, 
where he was given the keys to the 
city in the presence of Governor W. 


Carroll L. Beedy. 

Of the 500 girls who applied for 
the opportunity of waiting on the 
tables at the banquet, just to be 
close to their hero, 50 were chosen, 
many of whom have never worked 
at anything before. One woman 
who wrote a song and music called 
“We're Proud of You, Rudy Vallee,” 
was appointed poet laureate. 

Rudy Vallee’s six weeks’ dance 
tour starting this week will net him 
over $100,000 under the terms which 
NEC is getting for him. They are 
$2,500 guarantees nightly against 
60% of the gross, the promoter to 
pay everything else. On a seven- 
night schedule weekly it means 
$17,500 alone. 


HERE AND THERE 


One of 
brought trom Canada to the States 


inaugurated 


the few dance bands 


via a network will be 
Saturday (26) when Jack Denny’s 
band at the,.Mount Royal Hotel, 
Montreal, goes over 
work, which will hook in from the 
local Montreal station, CKAC. 
Denny will be heard via CBS every 
Saturday for a 45 minute period. 


Most of the dance places in 
Stroudsburgh, Pa., are meeting with 
Nick Nichols at Saylor’s 
Lake, Eddie Gilligan at Mt. Pocono 
Casino, Charles Lanterman at Penn- 
Hills Tavern, Sunny Schreff at the 
Penn-Stroud Grill, Slatoff’s Seren- 
aders at Castle Inn Grill, Allen 
Quirk at Cleo’s, and a hot colored 
band at the Columbia Hotel grill, 
are all clicking. 


success. 


Campbell-Connelly, English pub- 
lishers, who ceded “Garden in the 
Rain” and “Peace of Mind” to Gene 
Austin, Inc., for American publica- 
tion, is suing for $2,547 for its share 
of the earnings. 


Lowery hotel, St. Paul, will book 
a series of M. C. A. bands for six 
months beginning Sept. 20. Ted 
Weems will be the first to go in. 
Band will be changed each month. 


Balconade Sallroom, San Fran- 
cisco, was taken over last week by 
C. H. McFadden who plans to bring 
back Walter Kruasgrill and his or- 
chestra. 


Friday. 


Lyric Tape 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Fox is experimenting with a 
trans-lux tape prominent in 
all stock brokers’ offices. 
Tape is the one probably half ||! 
the country watches at 
time or other as it 
along giving the 
prices. 

Stv?'o idea is to print lyrics 
there a and let it travel for 


some 
travels 
sales and 


| 
the CBS net- | 


BARNSTORMING 


Tudor Gardiner and Congressman |‘? distribution of records to chain 
|stores and mail order houses, 


singers with faulty memories. 


BANDS GYPPED 


Plenty of squawks from traveling 
dance bands over the percentage 
gyppers around the ballrooms, 


pavilions, ete., where they play. 
This is the barnstorming season. 
Dance promoters all over the coun- 
try get the best bands, with plenty 
of radio, record and general “name” 
value, for almost a gag, guarantee- 
ing them nominally, with the lead- 
ers willing to gamble on percentage. 
Some of the leaders, hep to the 
racket, have their own clockers at 
the gate but as has occurred of 
recent weeks, the best satisfaction 
they get is a curt “there must be 
some mistake” when the dance 
promoter just wants to get away 
with only paying the guarantee and 
forgetting about the percentages. 
The smarter bandsmen are now 
agreeing to put their own ticket 
sellers in as a sure-fire check-up. 


Jolson’s Own Co. Making 
His Discs—Retail at 35c 


Jolson discs at a popular price, has 
The general idea is 


been formed. 


they 
to retail the records at 35c. Rec- 
ords are to be sold to the distribu- 
tors for 

Bill Grady, of the William Mor- 
ris agency, is president of the com- 
pany. Jolson and his wife (Ruby 
Keeler) are the only other inter- 
ested parties, 

Jolson records have been cur- 
rently retailed at 7ic. Records and 
other mechanicals have dropped off 
heavily in sales and appear to be 
in a rut. It is figured the pop price 
for the Jolson recordings will fina 
a ready market. 

Jolson will make the master rec- 
ords on the coast in the Pathe 
plant, the manufacture for the trade 
being carried on in the east. Pro- 
duction cost is said to be moderate, 
with the new company having its 
product made up by an established 
dise plant. 


F Follows Paul 


jin the 


murdered gambler. 
|} ecutors and administrators, John J. 


RAY MILLER’S CHUMP 
STUFF COST PLENTY 


i 

An echo of the band leader, Ray | 
Miller's financial difficulties, figures 
suit by the New York In- 
demnity Co. to recover $76,000 from 


the estate of Arnold Rothstein, the 
Rothstein's ex- 


| Glynn and Jack Rothstein, a 
| brother of the late gambler, are 
inamed defendants by <Abeles & 
Green in this suit to collect the 


$76,000 which, in 1925, Miller owed, 
but which obligation Rothstein took 
over. 

The details are long and involved 
but date back basically to Miller's 
manipulations with cheques and 
tank accounts which explained at the 
time how Miller, who was earning 
around $1,500 a week at the Ar- 
cadia ballroom and paying his mu- 
sicians 3600 a week more in salaries 
than he was collecting, and riding 
around besides in impressive mo- 
tors, was able to do it. 


Rothstein was friendly towards 
Miller and became his partner in 
Ray Miller, Inc.. with the under- 


standing he (Rothstein) would han- 
dle all of the bandsman’s affairs and 
attempt to salvage the $76,000 on 
behalf of the N. Y. Indemnity com- 
pany, which in the meantime had 
paid over to the Chelsea Exchange 
Bank at 48th street and Tth avenue 
through being the bonding company 
for the bank. Lewis Rothschild. 
president of the Chelsea, had called 
on the N. Y. Indemnity to make 
good a loss arising from Miller's op- 
erations wherein a bank employee 
was also involved. 
Didn't Sue 

At Rothstein's behest, allegedly, 
the N. Y. Indemnity agreed not to 
sue Miller as the latter was work- 
ing and had a $20,000 minimum 
guarantee contract with Brunswick 
records upon which contract, in- 
cidentally, Rothstein was forced to 
go to court to enforce. 

Ray Miller has since been tour- 
ing out west and also involved finan- 
cially off and on, including bank- 
ruptcy in one city. 

The late gambler's interest in 
Miller was more or less explained 
by Miller having been a star chump 
in Rothstein's gambling houses in 
Atlantic City and elsewhere, having 
lost there heavily, thus engaging 
Rothstein's attention. 


LESLIE DIDN’T PAY 
WRITERS’ ROYALTY 


Lew Leslie's “International Revue” 
songwriters, Dorothy Fields and 
Jimmy McHugh, have retained 
Abeles & Green to sue Leslie for 
box office royalty accountings. 

Leslie wrote Julian T. Abeles he 
did submit statements, care of Miss 
Fields at her West End avenue ad- 
dress, but asks until September or 
October to settle payments. 

The writers, now engaged at $1,- 
000 a week to Metro-Robbins, were 


Ted Fiorito's orchestra was not | 
let out of an engagement at the | 
Granada Cafe after finishing up at) 
the Ambassador Hotel July 12, ac-| 
cording to M.C.A., which states that 
Fiorito was never booked into the 
Granada as they had booked Irving 
Aaronson into the Granada for 13) 
weeks commencing June 14. All) 
Fiorito had on the coast was a two 
weeks’ booking at the Ambassador. 


When Fiorito opens at the Holly- 

| wood Garden, Pelham Parkway, Fri- | 
(25) he will broadcast thrice} 


wv 
da y 


| weekly over CBS wire, which marks 


the second wire installed as Holly- 
wood Gardens already has WMCA. 
NBC turned down the band cffer, | 
being given first crack through hav- 
ing Florence Richardson wished on 
them before. Matter of money. 
Fiorito getting around $1,750. 
, With Richardson's $1,350, band 
nut is $3,000 and show nut for both 
bands and show $4,750 as the Rich- 
ardson band and the show previ- 
ously stood $3,000. Whiteman got 
$5,000. 


RADIO “NAMES” AT $2 TOP 
Stroudsburg, Pa., July 22. 

At the swanty Buck Hill Falls, 
just a few miles out of town, noted 
stars of the radio and opera world 
are presented once each week 
on Saturday night. The first was 
Reinald Werrenrath, the noted sing- 
er; the second Martha Attwood, 
and then Graham McNamee was 
the attraction. 

The casino is over capacity for 
each event to a scale of $2 top. 


first brought to attention by Leslie's 
“Blackbirds.” 


First Studio Talent 
On Brunswick Records 


Hollywood, July 22. 

Leo Forbstein and his First Na- 
tional Vitaphone orchestra recorded 
14 sides of Brunswick records in one 
day. This is the first contribution 
of studio talent to the Brunswick 
Phonograph Co. since it became a 
subsidiary to the Warner organiza- 


tion. 

Recordings were selected from 
current list of Warner publication] 
songs, augmented with vocal inter- | 
| polations of the First National/ 
vocal ensemble of 30 voices. 

Coon-Sanders’ Switch 


Chicago, July 22. 

Coon-Sanders band at the “Dells” 
changed suddenly from WGN to 
WIBO last week. Reason given by 
WGN was disagreement over plug- 
ging the “Dells” in conflict with 
chain programs. 

teasons given by band were an 
increase to 45 minutes nightly by 
WIBO, and promise of heavy bally- 
hoo in the “Evening American,” 
controlling WIBO. 


Music Colleges Flopping 
Chicago, July 22. 
Larger music colleges here are 
finding the going tough. Chicago 
College of Music, one of the city’s 
oldest, closed last week. Two others 


are expected to fold soon. 


Film Lyricists, 
See Dark Skies; 
Find Other Ways 


Hollywood July 18. 

the 
future are studying all angles of the 
looking for a spot 


Lyric writers who think about 


picture business, 
for the time when demand for song 
writing talent subsides to normal. 
The smart Broadway boys who 
came out to Hollywood for the first 
invasion found it teo good to be 
true. They knew it couldn't last, 
and started figuring out means to 
stay on a permanent basis. 

Melody writers are good only for 
writing music, except when in addi- 
tion they know how to conduct an 
orchestra. But conductors’ jobs in 
pictures are limited in number, and 
composers have to keep on writing 
tunes even when the rush is over. 

A lyric writer can be almost any- 
thing, however; before he starts 
writing lyrics and afterwards. Once 
a lyric writer not necessarily always 
a lyric writer. Some of the far- 
sighted ones brought out here to 
write songs immediately cast about 
for the next move. Dialog writing, 
scenarios and gag writing looked 
good, and the boys are working at 
them. Some like the directing end 
of it and sought to break in writing 
material for shorts, with a chance 
to direct them. Other lyric writers 
turned to writing musical comedy 
books and original stories. 

Hollywood is too choice a place— 
with golf daily at the Rancho, fresh 
air, no taxis, no night clubs, and 
living in stucco Spanish houses—to 
give up without a struggle. Song 
writers whose only whiffs of fresh 
air were caught as they made the 
rounds of the publishers’ offices, 
want to stay. Those who were adept 


at getting large advances from the - 


publishers will be capable enough 
politicians to angle themselves into 
jobs out here. 


Composer-Publisher 
Guaranteed $1,000 Wk. 
By Radio Music Company 


Nacio Herb Brown and Edward 
Eliscu will write the score for Eve- 


lyn Laye’s first starring picture for 


U. A. “Lilli.” They will be the 
first picture tunes to be published 
by Nacio Herb Brown, Inc., sub- 


sidiary of Radio Music which was 
fermed for Brown when the latter 
was put under contract to Radie 
Music which guarantees the com- 
poser $1,000 a week. 

Brown, Inc., will publish its first 
pep tune this week, “After Your 
Kiss,” composed by Brown and 
Eliscu, but title page carries a Leo 
Feist copyright. 


Warners May Total 150 


Music Sales—Counters 


In addition to the 15 New berry 
store counters recently taken over 
by Warners’ music sales departe- 
ment on the coast, Warners have 
also secured counters in six Mee 
Lellan department stores through- 
out the country. Warners are now 
negotiating with Newberry for ad- 
ditional counters and may shortly 

the deal to involve 35 addi- 
tional stores. 

If latter deal is closed it will sive 
Warners more than 150 counters 
throughout the U. S. and Canada, 


Colored Musician Thought 
Hold-Up a Gag, Gets Shot 


Milwaukee, July 22. 

One man was wounded during a 
holdup of the White Cove Inn near 
Milwaukee which netted about $2,- 
000 in cash to three bandits using 
a high powered car with an Illinois 
license. It was past closing time 
and no patrons were present. 

Henry Johnson, negro musician, 
was the man shot. Together with 
two other musicians he was pack- 
ing up his instruments in a side 
room when the bandits entered and 
commanded the trio to hold up their 
hands. Thinking it was some kind 
of a joke, Johnson did not do so 
immediately and was shot in the 
neck. His condition is serious. 
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RADIO RAMBLES 


By Abel Green 


Tough break for the ether spielers 
these days. Getting to be so that 
you've no patience with huddling 
close to the loud-speaker, which is 
something one must do regardless 
of the quality of the receiving set, 
or else be deaf to everything else 
about you if you're to fully appre- 
ciate anything that’s spoken. 

Here’s when the musical stuff gets 
the breaks, and one just about 
stands the commercial ballyhoo that 
goes with it for the sake of the band 
numbers which follow. These dog 
days are certainly unconducive to 
any rapt attention, even to Floyd 
Gibbons. 

The Charley Paddock of the radio 
conversationalists put in an insti- 
tutional plug for the Rudy Vallee 
dance tour, but a load of Vallee’s 
own brand would have been much 
better, because Gibbons couldn’t be 
getting much of an audience break 
these days. 

Same goes for Amos ’n’ Andy. 
Their initial broadcast from the 
coast after skipping a couple of 
days was sort of disappointing, 
especially with the extra hours’ lay- 
off to frame something particularly 
nifty. Still it’s a tough assignment 
admittedly, this changing of rou- 
tines nightly. The propaganda 
about their drop in popularity goes 
more for the weather than any- 
thing else. 

Tango 


Musically, there’s a decided trend 
toward the tango these days. Used 
to be the Russian motif; now it’s all 
Argentinian. Still beaucoup balal- 
aika stuff around and all good; as 
good as the Spanish stuff. The 
radio program plotters figure aright 
that anything musically a relief 
from the jazzique can’t miss. 

Still, when a clean jazz combo 
comes along like Lombardo or Rolfe 
or Dan Russo from Chicago or Irv- 
ing Aaronson from the same source, 
or Harry Reser’s Cliquoites, et al., 
it’s to be welcomed. 

The late nite clubbers who tum- 
ble in at dawn or the heat-disturbed 
sleepless ones can get a good idea 
these early a. m.’s how some of the 
contemporaneous radio standards 
can’t afford either to stay up late or 
lose sleep. 

Lew White is at the Kimball con- 
sole in his studio at 8 a. m. giving 
out “Tone Pictures” from WJZ with 
a flock of vocalists aiding and abet- 
ting, including Mary Merker, so- 
prano; Helen Janke, contralto; 
George Simon, tenor; Curt Peter- 


son, bass, with George Dilworth, 
directing. CBS also has an organ- 
ist, soloing this time, Fred Feibel 
from the Paramount. 

Brass at 9:30 A. M. 

Vincent Sorey as early as 8:45 
a. m. dishes forth jazzique, while the 
U. S. Army Band, William J. Stan- 
nard conducting, gives out brass 
band music at 9:30 a. m. 

Some other mornings, WABC at 
9 a. m. has a pot-pouri revue paced 
by Ernest Naftzger running a half 
hour and including bits of music, 
poetry, news events, songs, etc. 

Phil Cook, the Quaker Oats man, 
is as cheery in the early a. m. as he 
is again at 7:30 in the evening. 

Echoes of the Orient has been 
moved back to the late afternoon on 
Sundays from WEAF, with Sven 
von Hallberg conducting the former 
Louis Katzman feature. 

Joe White, the Silver Masked 
Tenor, sans the Silvertown Cord 
orchestra, is still tenoring for 15 
minutes regularly and hits the sym- 
pathetic top C’s in good style. 

Spanish 

Don Carlos and Marimba Band, 
direction Charles Estrada with 
Adolfo Utrera, tenor; El Tango Ro- 
mantico, directed by Hugo Mariani, 
Pilar Arcos, soprano; Hacienda 
Melodies, Vincenzo Paladino, direc- 
tor; The Aztecs, direction Luis Za- 
mudio (first three NBC and last 
CBS) are among the Spanish fea- 
tures. Zamudio’s quartet also 
sings, going in for Latin American 
as well as Spanish stuff. The Car- 
los bunch is nightly at Pelham 
Heath Tnn., 

Peter Biljo’s balalaika orchestra 
including vocal specialists featur- 
ing their Slavic airs are a consist- 
ently worthy feature from WABC. 
Théir half hour is titled: “Around 
the Samovar” and when they hit 
the vaude stages, as is their plans, 
it should make a nice musical fea- 
ture. 

The NBC’s Troika Bells half hour 
is along similar lines and equally 
distinguished. Alexander Kirilodd 
directs and Genia Fonariova and N. 
Kovakoff are the soloists. 

Ditto Domenico Savino’s “Tone 
Pictures,” new on CBS, is a dupli- 
cate of Lew White’s morning organ 
session under the same billing. Sa- 
vino’s is an elaborate 30 minutes, 
featuring a large orchestra and a 
mixed choir. 

The violinists are battling out in 
the mornings also. Toscha Saidel 
is on WABC and Rudolph Bocho 


LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 


T IRVING AARONSON | 


[THE BRICK TOPS| 


and HIS COMMANDERS 
Special Engagement 
GRANADA CAFE 
CHICAGO 


| TAL HENRY | 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 
Warner Bros.-Vitaphone Artists 


Exclusive Management 
Orchestra Corp. of America 
1650 Broadway. New York 


FREDDIE RICH | 


Columbia Broadcasting 
System 
Station WABC, New York City 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Now in Second Year at 


PALACE HOTEL 


San Francisco 
(Brunswick Records) 


Featuring His and Gene Rose’s 
“TONIGHT” 


PAUL WHITEMAN| 


“KING OF JAZZ” 
(Universal Picture) 


ARROWHEAD INN 
(For the August Season) 
SARATOGA SPRINGS 


Personal Rep.: JAS. F. GILLESPIE 


| PHIL FABELLO | 


and His 
R-K-O Entertainers 


Creators of the Fabello Policy 


R-K-O COLISEUM, New York 
indefinitely 


(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 
America’s Greatest Girl Band 


Permanent Address 


28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


GEORGE OLSEN CLUB 
CULVER CITY, CAL. 
VICTOR RECORDS 


| JACQUES RENARD | 


and his 
Cocoanut Grove Orchestra 
BOSTON 


Now playing SHORE GARDENS 
Nantasket Beach, Mass. 


| B.A. ROLFE | 


Radio’s Premier Conductor 


LUCKY STRIKE 


Dance Orchestra 
Thrice Weekly Over N. B. C. 


| ANSON WEEKS | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Back Aaain! 


MARK HOPKINS HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 


COLUMBIA RECORDS 
Exclusive Management M. C, A. 


FAY ON BRUNSWICK 


Frank Fay, on the coast for War- 
ners, will record for Brunswick for 
one year. Fay has not recorded for 
any company heretofore. 

Fay went with Brunswick at the 
suggestion of Warners. Brunswick 


is a Warner subsidiary. 


Radio Agents Peeved 


Unethical practices of radio 
advertising agencies in deal- 
ing either direct with the artist 
or tipping off the networks is 
getting outside agents plenty 
steamed up. 

Agents declare that when 
they go to an advertising 
agency in reference to selling 
an artist whom they believe 
would be liked on a certain 
commercial, the advertising 
agency turns around and tries 
to tie up the artist either di- 
rectly or tells the radio net- 
works to get the artist for 
them, thus cutting out the 
agents. 

The advertising agencies, 
complain the agents, work 
hand in hand with the net- 
works and dislike dealing with 
outside agents, preferring to do 
all their biz with the chains. 


with a string ensemble 
WMCA is also effective. 


“The Right Time,” Etc. 


The “correct time” monopoly 
these days is in the hands of Her- 
bert’s jewelry store and Bulova 
watches, depending on the quality 
of the station. There are other 
claimants but that sort of radio 
plug is chiefly monopolized by both. 
Herbert’s WGBS (former Gimbel 
Bros. station) orchestra is still quite 
a la Vallee. This is no adverse 
criticism as Vallee came to atten- 
tion via Herbert’s with this same 
style. 

Julia Sanderson and Frank Cru- 
mit on the Blackstone (cigar) hour 
do right by everybody every week. 
Vincent Lopex is a clicker on Pure 
Oil. 

Ozzie Nelson and Wayne King, 
east and midwest, are bands in 
their ascension. King comes from 
Chi on a network and will be an 
outstander in short order. Nelson 
has been around the lesser stations 
but getting attention and develop- 
ing a popularity. He is at Glenn 


from 


Island, a Westchester, N. Y. road 
place. 
Since the “Stein Song,” almust 


every other college is getting a 
break with its campus and grid- 
iron anthems. Harvard particu- 
larly has a nifty march song which 
may catch on as strong as the U. 
of Maine did, 

Bert Lown, Phil Spitalny, Harry 
Tucker and Don Bigelow of the 
hotel maestros heard around are all 
consistently pleasing; ditto the 
Hotel Astor’s Meyer Davis orchestra 
directed by Alexander Draisen, 


11-YEAR RADIO SINGER 
CENTER OF COURT MESS 


Buffalo, July 22. 

Local night-life celebrities found 
their way into the courts here this 
week when Charles Dallas, wealthy 
aviator and promoter of airplane 
flights and exhibitions, brought 
suit in Supreme Court to recover 
custody of little Frances Dallas, 11- 
year-old radio performer, from Mr. 
and Mrs. Jack Kenny, the child's 
foster parents. Dallas contends that 
the Kenneys, widely known night 
club proprietors, are unfit to care 
for the child. 

Testimony revealed that Dallas 
left the child with the Kenneys 
when an infant, the natural mother, 
from whom he is now divorced, 
having been sent to the Albion 
House of Refuge as a disorderly 
person. Since then the girl has re- 
ceived a musical education from the 
Kenneys and has become a radio 
performer well known locally. 

On the stand, the child, asked by 
counsel if Dallas, her father, was 
related to her, replied, “I guess so.” 
Kenney admitted several convic- 
tions in the City Court here, as did 
also his wife, but their obvious at- 
tachment for the child appeared to 
impress the court, who ordered a 
complete investigation of both Dal- 
las and the Kenneys, preliminary to 
any decision in the case. 


3-Year-Old Bobby 


Bobby Dukes, the three-year-old 
youngster who came to attention 
via WCAU, Philadelphia, and in a 
Fox Movietone news’ shot showing 
him singing the “Stein Song,” is 
appearing for Loew’s. 


Kid may go Hollywood. Can't 
come into New York State because 
of child labor laws. 

Stan Lee Broza, program director 
of WCAU, and discoverer of the 


kid, is m, c.’ing the stage act. 


By Bill 


Along the Coast 


Swigart 


Holiywood, July 19. 
Searcity of voices for operatic 
ensembles, and individual voices to 
support the present lineup of opera 
stars now engaged in pictures, is 
giving the studios plenty of work, 


with no relief in sight. Just re- 
cently a production had to be de- 
layed two weeks while a suitable 
tenor was unearthed. 

There are more than 5,000 singers 
around Hollywood who declare 
qualification for screen work, but 
at an audition there is less than 
one per cent of this mob able to 
pass the rigid specifications for 
microphone work. 


Oscar Radin, brought here from 
New York to conduct music for 
Metro pictures, starts his screen 
recording by handling and conduct- 
ing all music for “New Moon.” 
Oscar Straus at the same studio is 
writing the scores for “Daybreak” 
and “Jenny Lind.” 


Composer’s Prayer 


Between originating and develop- 

ing ideas for screen operettas and 

musicals on the Radio lot, Harry 

Tierney found time to write his 

version of a composer’s prayer. 

And here it is: 

Our inspiration which art in 
the heavens, 

Musical be thy name; 

Let melodies come and rhapso- 
dies run 

On earth as they do in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily 
theme song, 

And forgive us our recordings, 

As we forgive those who record 
against us: 

And lead us not into anticipa- 
tion, 

But deliver us from all discord, 

For thine is the rhythm, the 
majors and minors, 

Forever and ever, 

Amen, 


Sales reports collated from the 


Maurice Abrahams’ Buy 


publisher and the husband of Belle 
Baker, has purchased a 50% inter- 
est in the Edward Small office. He 
commenced the managership of the 
New York office Monday (21). 

Abrahams has been in the pub- 


lishing business for the past 10 
years. 


Salon Royale Closed 


Nick and John’s Salon Royale, the 
all nite club (in hotel) on West 58th 
street, closed for the summer. 

It’s hot weather darkness is the 
first for the place. 

A connection seems to be made 
for the shut Royale with the recent 
bombing of the Club Simplon on 
West 53d street, operated by the 
same couple. 


Amos ’n’ Andy Broadcasts 
Cost R-K-O $15,000 Week 


Hollywood, July 22. 

To take care of the regular Amos 
n’ Andy broadcast over N.B.C.. 
Radio has two private wires from 
the studio to the Chicago broad- 
casting station. One is for the 
actual broadcast with the second 
wire used for checking and emerg- 
ency purposes. 

Price of the wires weekly is said 
to run around $15,000. 


Maurice Abrahams, former music’ 


leading jobbers and retailers in the 
Los Angeles district for the Week 
ending July 18 report “Dancing 
with Tears in My Eyes” as number 
one, with the 15 runners-up in their 
respective order: 

“You Brought a New Kind of 
Love,” “Springtime in the Rockies» 
“It Happened in Monterey,” 
Stein Song,” “So Beats My Heart” 
“When the Bloom Is on the Sage” 
“Singing a Song to the Stars” 
“Living in the Sunlight,” “My 
Future Just Passed,” “I Remember 
You from Somewhere,” “Kigg 
Waltz,” “Swinging in a Hammock” 
“Bye Bye Blues,” “Wah Wah Girt 
from Agua Caliente” and “I'm in 
the Market for You.” 


Winners of the recent song. 
writers’ golf tournament staged at 


the Rancho club are: George 
Whiting, first prize; Harry Akst, 
second, and Milton Ager, third, 


Seventeen other prizes were dis. 
tributed with only 25 contestants 
entered. Cups, trophies and other 
lines of merchandise were con- 
tributed by Bobby Crawford, At 
Jolson, Erno Rapee, Irving Berlin 
and others. 

This was the tournament that 
caused quite a bit of dissension and 
ill feeling when it was announced 
that no song pluggers would be 
allowed to enter. After thinking it 
over, the s.p.’s conceded the reason 
for the barrier was that there are 
quite a few expert golf players 
among them and the_ tunesters 
feared the competition. 


DeSylva, Brown and Henderson 
contributed their first pop tune in 
over a year. Tune is “Don't Tell 
Her What’s Happened to Me,” and 
will be released shortly. 


A CHOP HOUSE 
(F EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


East ef Broadway 


Via NBC chain, he directs 
the ‘Yeast Foamers,” “Ch - 
cago Celebrities” and ‘Farm 
and Home’’ orchestras. 


“CHEER UP, GOOD TIMES 
ARE COMIN’”’ 
“SINGING A SONG TO THE 
STARS" 

“JUST A LITTLE CLOSER” 


as follows: 
“‘LOVE AMONG 


terday. 


to her. 
well with the THEME SONG. Th 
WERE GOOD.” 
DICK HUNT, Los Angeles “Herald,” 


by J. Wolfe Gilbert and Abel Baer, 
are excellent,’’ 

“SIME” also commented favorably 
music were written by 


DO SONGS HELP AND BELONG IN PICTURES? 
KENNETH R. PORTER, critic on LOS ANGELES “EXAMINER,” writes 


THE MILLIONAIRES,’ 
a song —. pos = a movie, opened at the PARAMOUNT theatre yes- 
Not only oes it seem better as a son title—but it makes 4 
BETTER SONG than it does a PICTURE. “ 


“CLARA BOW struggled valiantly with a part that is entirely unsuited 
She does have a very pleasing singing voice and did particularly 


derella and Prince Charming played, by Clara Bow and Stanley Fields, who 
sing several romantic songs to each other. 


cast with the exception of the fathers of the leads sing the music written 


L. WOLFE GILBERT and ABEL BAER 


HOLLYWOOD, CAL. 


which seems better suited as 


others in the course of the picture 
Said: ‘Between the laughs are Cin- 
In fact nearly everyone in the 
And both the music and the singers 


on the songs, All the lyrics and 


MR. JESSE 


CRAWFORD 


ORGANIST 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE, NEW YORK, playing 


wane interpolating “A Dream” and “Humoresque” 
every urday during Paramount-Publ 06 7. M.—WABC Every 
day from 8:00 to 8:30 P. M.—WABC 


VICTOR RECORDS 


Monday from 10:30 to {1:00 P. M 
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Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


PMUSEC 


WEAK SALES 


New York, July 20. 


Biz way off the past month 
qjune) and fell even below that of 
the preceding month (May). Pub- 
jisher’s silver lining was that sales 


-¢ slow up during the warm 
season, this season making 
jt worse because of existing condi- 
tions, and so they expect the scales 
to return almost to normalcy in the 
fall. However, jobbers aren't so 
hopeful. They realize -mething is 
radically wrong somewhere, but 
don’t know where it is or how to 
overcome it; just forced to sit back 
and wait in hopes. 

Conditions appear to be the same 
throughout the country except for 
Chicago, where is reported a little 
betterment of conditions. 
en Pix Songs Drop 
poward the closing of the month 
these few pubs with the larger of 
the catalogs reported a slight up- 
ward trend in sales and looked for- 
ward to its continuing during this 
month (July). 

Picture songs took an awful drop 
in June. It will be noticed that 
emongst the regional reports only 
two out of each list are pix songs. 
In New York the two pix songs 
hold the bottom rungs of the list, 
quite a change from the manner in 
which they have been rated during 
the preceding months of the sur- 


ve 
“Stein Song,” first in the two 
preceding surveys, finally gave way 
before the onslayght of “Spring- 
time in the Rockies” and “Dancing 
with Tears in My Eyes,” with 
Villa-Moret’s hilly-billy “Spring- 
time” taking first by a good margin, 


- albeit closely pressed by Witmark’s 


waltz ballad. Latter tune is coming 
along strong and looks set for the 
upper berth during the current 
month. It holds the deuce spot this 
month, 

“I’m in the Market for You,” Red 
Star’s pix song, slipped from the 
trey of the preceding survey to the 
last rung in this one.. Is about used 
up in New-York territory. - Feist’s 
pix song; “It Happened in-Monte- 
rey,” held .tightly .onto the same 
position it rated in May, fifth. An- 
other Feist tune, “If I Had a Girl 
Like You,” pop, is rated one up 
above “Monterey.” Famous’ “Sing, 
You Sinners,” fourth for May, was 
erased during June, although the 
song still did. fairly: well. “Stein 
Scng” . (Fisher) - is a. -tenacious 
seller, although. it has slipped down 
into number three, but still selling 
well. Feist.showed up well during 
June with another pop tune, “Song 
Without a Name,” giving strong 
battle for the last spot, but losing 


out. 
Disc Sales Weak 


Disc sales were weak. Summer 
always hits them hard, and this 
summer hit them harder than cus- 
tomary. 

Victor shows three. discs on this 
survey which were included on the 
previous one, although all three fell 
to lower positions. “Stein Song,” 
Victor’s top notch seller for the 
preceding three months, only earned 
the number four rating during June. 
“Springtime” slipped from deuce to 
fifth, and “I’m in the Market” from 
fifth to last. 

“Absence Makes the Heart Grow 
Fonder,” coupled with the strong 
“Dancing with Tears,” rates first. 


. Victor reports more of the sales 


due to the “Absence” side of the 
disc than the side with “Dancing.” 
Brunswick rates the Feist pop, 


99 
Around the Corner,” as their num- 


ber one, with “Dancing” in the 
deuce. Also have a freak seller in 
the “Who Cares?” backed with. the 
old pop, “Rose of Washington 
Square.” All other tunes are new 
on the list with the exception of 
“It Happened in Monterey,” which, 
in last month’s survey, was on top, 
but during June slipped to fifth. 
Columbia’s “You’re the Sweetest 
Girl This Side of Heaven” boosted 
itself from the-~ deuce in May to 
‘No. 1 for June, while “Lonesome 
Road” went from the ace of May 
to the deuce of June. All other 
songs on the Col. list are newly 
rated, 


Chicago, July 20. 
June brought rays of sunshine for 
the music publishers, with slight 
creases noticed here and there. 
‘Vo direct reason unless it be the 


Slowing up of mass releases. 


The sheet list showed three old 
ones and three new ones, but of 
a latter, only one new release. 

our of the six are pops. 

Springtime” continued the 
Sensation, again leading the 
sheets and heading Brunswick's 
mechanical list. It’s third on Victor 
ind second for Columbia. “Stein 
Song” is also still hanging around 
prominently, No. 4 on the sheet list 
nd second on Victor’s roster. 

that came up as expected 
*..Dancing With Tears in My 
ja” appearing on three out of 
Stir and up to second in sheet lists. 
mid reported going strong in the 
te of July. Another, quietly 
Plugged, from the picture “High 


6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 


JUNE MUSIC SURVEY 


THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORNS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING JUNE BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 


NEW YORK CHICAGO | LOS ANGELES 
No. 1—SONG “Springtime in the Rockies (Pop) “Springtime in the Rockies” (Pop) “It Happened in Monterey” (“King of 
Jazz") 

No. 2—SONG ’ “Dancing With Tears in My Eyes”!“Dancing With Tears in My Eyes”|“Dancing With Tears in My Eyes” 
(Pop) (Pop) (Pop) 

No. 3—SONG “Stein Song” (Pop) “If | Had a Girl Like You” (Pop) “Stein Song” (Pop) 

No. 4—SONG “If | Had a Girl Like You” (Pop) “Stein Song” (Pop) “Springtime in the Rockies” (Pop) 

No. &—SONG “It Happened in Monterey” (“King of|“i’m in the Market for You” (“High|“When the Bloom Is on the Sage” 
Jazz”) Society Blues”) (Pop) 

No. 6—SONG “I’m in the Market for You” (“High|“It Happened in Monterey” (“King of |“My Future Just Passed” (“Safety in 
Society Blues”) Jazz’’) Numbers”) 


3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


sales, both sides are mentioned: 


Side responsible for the major sales are only reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 


BRUNSWICK—No. 1 


“Around the Corner” (Tom Gerun 
Dick) 


“Springtime in the Rockies” (Ray Mil- 
ler Orch.) 


“When the Bloom Is on the Sage,” 
“Red River Valley” (Beverly Hill 
Billies’’) 


BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


“Dancing With Tears in My Eyes” 
(Regent Club Orch.) 


“Dancing With Tears in My Eyes” 
(Regent Club Orch.) 


“So Beats My Heart for You,” “Sing- 
ing a Song to the Stars” (Burnett 
Orch.) 


BRUNSWICK—No. 3 


“If | Had a Girl Like You” (Hal Kemp 
Orch.) 


“Around the Corner” (‘I’om Gerundich) 


“You Will Come Back to Me,” “Where 
the Golden Daffydills Grow” (Burt- 
nett Trio} 


BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


“You Brought a New Kind of Love” 
(Ben Bernie Orch.) 


“Song Without a Name” (Isham Jones 
Orch.) 


“Anchors Aweigh,” “Tonight” (Jesse 
Stafford Orch.) 


BRUNSWICK—No. 


“It Happened in Monterey” (Regent 
Club) 


“If | Had a Girl Like You” (Hal Kemp 
Orch.) 


“Dancing With Tears in My Eyes,” 
“Moonlight Reminds Me of You” 
(Regent Club Orch.) 


BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


“Telling It to the Daisies,” “Dancing 
With Tears in My Eyes” (Nick 
Lucas) 


“I'm in the Marlgt for You” (Bob 
Haring Orch.) 


“Nobody Knows and Nobody Seems to 
Care,” “Smile” (Red Nichols Band) 


COLUMBIA—No. 1 


“You’re the sweetest Girl This Side of 
Heaven” (Guy Lombardo’s Orch.) 


“Singing a Song to the Stars” (Guy 
Lombardo Orch.) 


“Dancing With Tears in My Eyes,” 
“When It’s Springtime in the Rock- 
ies” (Ben Selvin Orch.) 


COLUMBIA—No. 2 


“Lonesome Road” (Ted Lewis Band) 


“Springtime in the Rockies” (Ben 
Selvin Orch.) 


“Dancing With Tears in My Eyes,” 
“Il Never Dreamt” (Ruth Etting) 


COLUMBIA—No. 3 


“Livin’ in the Sunlight” (Paul White- 
man’s Orch.) 


“Ten Cents a Dance” (Ruth Etting) 


“Singing a Song to the Stars,” “Be 
Careful With Those Eyes” (Guy 
Lombardo Orch.) 


COLUMBIA—No. 4 


“It Happened in Monterey” (Ruth 
Etting) 


“If | Had a Girl Like You” (Anson 
Weeks’ Orch.) 


“Lonesome Road,” “Dinah” (Ted Lewis 
Orch.) 


COLUMBIA—No. 6 


“Anchors Aweigh” (Paul Tremaine 
Orch.) 


“Around the Corner” (Ben Selvin 
Orch.) 


“You Brought a New Kind of Love,” 
“Living in the Sunlight” {Paul 
Whiteman Orch.) 


COLUMBIA—No. 6 


“lf | Had a Girl Like You” (Anson 
Weeks’ Orch.) 


“I'm in the Market for Yeu” (Columbia 
Orch.) 


“Down the River of Golden Dreams,” 
“Song Without a Name” (Will Os- 
borne Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 1 


“Absence Makes the Heart Grow 
Fonder,” “Dancing with Tears in My 
Eyes” (Bernie Cummins’ Orch.) 


“If | Had a Girl Like You” (Rudy 
Vallee Orch.) 


“Fight On” (Harold Grayson Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 2 


“Kitty from Kansas City,” “If | Had a 
Girl Like You” (Rudy Vallee’s Band) 


“Stein Song” (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


“Stein Song” (Rudy Vallee Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 3 


“My Heart Belongs to the Girl,” “Song 
Without a Name” (Rudy Vallee’s 
Band) 


“Springtime in the Rockies” (Hilo 
Hawaiians) 


“It Happened in Monterey” (George 
Olsen Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 4 


“Stein Song,” “St. Louis Blues” (Rudy 
Vallee’s Band) 


“Dancing With. Tears in My Eyes” 
(Nat Shilkret Orch.) 


“You Brought a New Kind of Love” 
(Hi-Hatters Orch.) 


VICTOR—No. 6 


“Springtime in the Rockies” (Hilo 
Hawaiians’ Orch.) 


“You Brought a New Kind of Léve’”’ 
(High Hatters’ Orch.) 


“You Brought a New Kind of Love” 
(Maurice Chevalier) 


VICTOR—No. 6 


“I'm in the Market for You” (George 


“Loving in the Sunlight” (Bernie Cum- 


“On a Blue and Lonesome Night” 


Olsen Band) 


mins’ Oreh.) 


|__¢(Wavyne King Orch.) 


3 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 


lishers make their own reports 


Publishers are listed in alphabetical order, not according to position their numbers hold in the present market. Pub- 


PUBLISHER 


SONG NO. 1 


SONG NO. 2 


SONG NO. 3 


Ager, Yellen & B. 


“Song of the Dawn” (“King of Jazz”) 


“Happy Days” (“Chasing Rainbows”) 


Berlin, Irv. 


“Old New England Moon” (Pop) 


“Swinging in a Hammock” (Pop) 


Davis, Coote & E. 


“Sharing” (Pop) 


“Dream Avenue” (Pop) 


“Happy Feet” (“King of Jazz") 
_Bye, Bye Blues” (Pop) 


“Why” (‘Sons o’ Guns” production) 


De Sylva, Brown & H. 


“1 Remember You From Somewhere’ 
(Pop) 


“So Beats My Heart for You” (Pop) 


“A Cottage for Sale” (Pop) 


Donaldson, Dougias & G. 


“Lazy Louisiana Moon” (Pop) 


“Wah, Wah Giri” (Pop) 


Famous 


“You Brought a New Kind of Love” 
(“Big Pond’) 


“Sing, You Sinners” (“Honey”) 


“Little White Lies” (Pop) 
“Il Owe You” (“Dangerous Nan Mc- 
Grew") 


“If | Had a Girl Like You” (Pop) 


“it Happened in Monterey” (“King of 


“Down the River of Golden Dreams” 


“Sweethearts’ Serenade” (Pop) 


Joe Morris 


“Somewhere in Old Wyoming” (Pop) 


“lm in the Market for You” (“High 


“Lost My Girl From Memphis” (Pop) 


“When Vagabond Dreams Come True” 
(Pop) 
“I Still Remember” (Pop) 


Leo Feist win 
T. B. Harms “I Love You So Much” (‘“Cuckoos’’) “Rich Man, Beggar, Pauper, King” 
(Pop) 
Jack Mills “When You’re Smiling” (Pop) “Okay Bob” (Pop) 


“Just Like in a Story Book” (“High So- 


“Song o’ My Heart” (“Song o My 


Red Star Society Blues”) __ciety Blues”) _ Heart”) 

Remick’s “Absence Makes the Heart Grow/|“Telling It to the Daisies” (Pop) “Reminiscing” (Pop) 
Fonder” (Pop) 

Robbins “Should 1!” (‘‘Lord Byron B’way’’) “Moon Is Low” (‘Montana Moon’) “Anchors Aweigh” (Pop) 


Santly Bros. 


“A Pat on the Back” (Pop) 


“| Never Dreamt” (Pop) 


“Until We Meet Again, Sweetheart” 
(Pop) 


“Ro, Ro, Rollin’ Along” (Pop) 


“Sunny Side of the Street” (Pop) 


Shapiro- Bernstein “Exactly Like You” (Pop) ong” 
Sicsan-tiee “With My Guitar and You” (“Swing “41:30 Saturday Night” (Pop) “Shoo the Hoodoo Away” (“Swing 
High’’) High’’) 


Witmark & Sons 


“Dancing With Tears in My Eyes” 
(Pop) 


“Wasn't It Nice” (Pop) 


“Take Along a Little Love” (Pop) 


Market For You,” 
ing favor. 
Sale’ and “Telling it 


list for May, have dropped. 
Mechanicals 


Among the mechanicals, 


Society Blues” (Fox), is “I’m in the | of them pops; “T'r aod 
which caught the |completing. Feist's “Song 
latter part of June and is still find- 


“Moon Is Low,” “Cottage For 


wick has five new ones, and five 


to the Columbia, also with five new 


Daisies,” all on the best six sheet}and only one picture song on the 


of a Guy Lombardo leadoff 


“Singing a Song to the Stars.’ : 
Bruns-!No. 3 the Ruth Etting’s vocal of |/not one picture song in the bunce 
“Ten Cents a Dance” was hot stuff. Sum total, only two picture (Continued on page 61) 


“Ym in the Market”|“I'm in the Market” also brought up|songs: “I’m in the Market,” and 
Without ! this company’s list. 
a Name,” by Isham Jones’ orches- ‘If I Had a Girl Like You,” the | the lists. 
tra, is the surprise in No. 4]/only number included prominently Business prospects for July oke, 
“Springtime was the only holdover.|/on the three disk lists, leads the | 45 oke goes these days. 
ones | Victor bunch, the Vallee plug doing 

list, went back to the old formula favorite ) 1umbe > n 

. with{on the Vic list, “Springtime” and All along the Coast, including the 
> JIn{ “Stein Song” holding over. And 


“It Happened in Monterey,” on all 


— 


near interior and small towns, mer- 
h chants dealing in anything for the 
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OUTDOORS 


Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


Say Circus Biz Turns from Loss to 


Profit for Ringling Group Lately 


Chicagzo, 


circuses 


July 22. 
All Ringling have ex- 
decided 


All, according to 


perienced a pick-up the 


George Meighan, general manager 


for John Ringling, are now showing 


a profit. The six outfits; Ringling, 
Barnum, Sells-Floto, Hagenbeck- 
Wallace, John Robinson, Al G. 


Barnes and Sparks, unless some- 
thing very unforeseen happens, 
promise to show a profit at the end 
of the season, 

Builds Bankroll 


Outfits with a $4,000 a day net 
have been getting between $4,500 
ond $5,000 daily lately. This, with 
the Sunday shows being given is 
wiping out the bad biz impressions. 
Gne outfit, supposed to be in the 
red all season has, at present, a 
$30,000 bank roll, with all paper 
bills, new canvas etc., paid for. 

Amount is not as great as in for- 
mer years, nor is it enough to make 
the circus biz what it used to be. 
Nevertheless, the outfits are win- 
ning. with plans being made to put 
all six on the road in 1931. 

Estimated that the Ringling- 
Barnum outfit is well over a million 
and one half winner on the season 
so far, with Chicago and other 
large western spots still to come. 


Ringling’s $250,000 Pay 
For Operating 5 Shows 


Chicago, July 22. 

John Ringling is reported as get- 
ting $250,000 yearly for overseeing 
and handling the five circuses re- 
cently acquired by a corporation 
using his name. 

The outfits are Sells-F loto, 
Hagenbeck- Wallace, John Robinson, 
Al G. Barnes and Sparks. Angle to 
the job is that the Ringling-Barnum 
Circus, not included in the cor- 
poration, is the only Ringling circus 
this season making money. 

In handling the other five cir- 
cuses, Ringling has kept them away 
from the big show. 


Dull Trade Merchants’ 


Anti-Carnival Plea 


Kenosha, Wis., July 22. 

Wortham carnivai, stated to play 
here Aug. 4-10 under auspices, was 
notified last week by the Chamber 
of Commerce it could not show 
in the town. C. C. claimed they did 
not want the outfit because of tough 
financial condition. 

Carnival owners, represented by 
L. S. Hogan, general agent, tried to 
fight, but gave up and booked For- 
est Park, a suburb of Chi, for the 
week, 


Gloth Moved On 


Canton, O., July 22. 

Gloth Greater Shows, under fire 
in Youngstown a week ago where 
newspapers opposed it, claiming 
games of chance were being ope- 
rated, were ordered from Canton 
this week after the show had been 
spotted in on an outlying lot. 

The Gloth show, did not have a 
single show on its arrival here, only 
a few rides and a large string of 
concessions, 

Gloth tried to fix for a lot down- 
town but despite the fact that he 
interested friends here they could 
not pull the mayor over to waiving 
the $100 a day license, which is de- 
clared prohibitive for smal] shows. 

To Check Midget Golf 

Syracuse, N. Y., July 22. 

Demands that the Board of Su- 
pervisors of Onondaga county, by 
means of a zoning law, restrict lo- 
cation of practice golf drivirg 
courses and Tom Thumb layouts 
has been made by residents of rural 
districts. 

The matter has been referred ‘o 
Truman H. Preston, county attor- 
ney. 


Ottawa, Can., July 22. 

All miniature gclf courses in On- 
tarioi have been ordered closed on 
Sundays, as required of the the- 
atres. Lewis Epstein, owner of a 
trick course at Swansea, Ontario, 
was arrested charged with violat- 
ing the Lord’s Day Act, but was re- 
manded ifter promising to stay 
closed on Sunday 


4,000-Ton Ship Full 
Of Deep Sea Relics 
Will Make All Ports 


Los Angeles, July 22. 

Headed by Jack Pollitt, formerly 
of the Barnes show, and Murry Pen- 
nock and other Coast showmen, the 
Marine Museum Co. has been er- 
ganized to try a new venture in 
outdoor showmanship. Company 
has purchased che 4,000 ton steel 
barque, “Shetland,” and is outfit- 
ting it as a marine museum with 
all the trick specimens of sea life 
it can get on board. 

The showmen plan to sail the 
boat all around the States and into 
the Great Lakes, tying up at every 
town on the seacoast and inland 
waterways. Four-bits a look will 
be charged. 

The ship will carry an embalmed 
whale, sea cows, octupi, sharks, sea 
horse, seals, etc. Twenty-four 
water taxis will be carried to take 
care of the customers where the 
boat can’t get wharfage. e 

Scotty MacIntosh, for the past 
seven years in charge of the tour- 
ing convict ship, has been engaged 
for the same capacity on the ‘“Shet- 
land.” 

Tour starts September 1 at San 
Francisco, where the ship will dock 
at the foot of Market Street. It is 
planned to sail down the Coast and 
through the Panama canal, reach- 
ing Florida around the Christmas 
holidays. 


Rent Tilt Balks 50-Yr.- 
Old Quincy, Ohio, Fair 


Quincy, Ill, July 22. 

For the first time in 50 years the 
Adams county fair will not be held 
this year, pending a new location 
next year. The last 10 years Bald- 
win Park was leased by the Fair 
Association for $3,500 a year, the 
association taking over the entire 
80-acre tract. 

At the expiration of the lease 
Jan. 1, last, Thomas Baldwin, owner 
of the tract, refused to renew the 
lease at the old figures, demanding 
$5,000 for the privilege of two 
months’ use of the grounds. The 
Fair Association refused to consider 
this and have options on a number 
of tracts close to Quincy, of 160 
acres or more, which will permit a 
mile track instead of the old half- 
mile oval of the old track. New 
buildings will be erected, and it is 
hoped will be ready for next year’s 
fair. 


Coxey Sells Caravan 


Massillon, O., July 22. 

General Jacob S. Coxey, Sr., is 
going out of the show business. 

The energetic old gentleman, one 
of Massillon’s nationally known citi- 
zens, last autumn completed a lec- 
ture tour of the country with his 
own band of entertainers in a motor- 
ized circus caravan. Now he is 
offering it for sale. 

The “General” 


whose political 


convictions once sent him to Wash- 


ington at the head of an “army” of 
unemployed men is candidate for 
Congress at the coming election. 


Circuses 


Ringling-Barnum 
July 21, Canton, O.;: 22, Columbus: 23 
Springfield; 24, Davton, O.: 25. Indianap- 
Olis, Ind.; 26, Danville, 27, Peoria, Ill.; 
28, Davenport, Ia.; 30, Des Moines; 31, 
Cedar Rapids, Ia.; Aug. 1, Sterling, IIl.; 
2-10, Chicago. 


Sells-Floto 
July 21, Duluth, Minn.; 22, St. Cloud; 
23-24, Minneapolis; 25, St. Paul; 26, Roch- 


ester; 27, New Ulm; 28, Mankato, Minn.; 
29, Mason City, Ia.: 31, Freemont, Neb.: 
Aug. 1, Lincoln, Neb.; 2, Smith Center, 
Kan. 
John Robinson 

July 21, Frankfort, Ind.; 22, Crawfords- 
ville; 23. Brazil; 24, Terre Haute, Ind.; 25, 
Paris. Ill.; 26, Robinson; 28, Mt. Car- 
mel, 


Hagenbeck- Wallace 
July 21-22, Grand Forks, N. D.; 23, De- 
troit Lakes, Minn.; 24, Thief River Falls, 
Minn.; 25-26, Winnipeg, Man., Can. 


Al. G. Barnes 
July 21, Charlottetown, P. E. TI., Can.; 
22, Moncton, N. B. (night show only); 23, 
Amherst, N. 8S.: 24, New Glasgow; 25, 
North Sydney; 26, Sydney; 28, Halifax, N. 


= 


Can. 


101 Ranch 
July 20. Milwaukee, Wis.: 21, Madison; 
22, Baraboo; 23, Beloit; 24, Fon-du-Lac: 
25, Wisconsin Rapids: 26, Menominie, Wis.: 
28-29, Minneapolis; 30, St. Paul 


JERRY MUGIVAN ESTATE 
WILLED TO RELATIVES 


Peru, Ind., July 22. 
A six page will of the late Jerry 
Mugivan was made Feb. 9, 1927. Al- 


though leaving his entire estate to 
his widow, Mrs. Mary Edith Mugi- 
van, it provides for the care of his 
and her relatives after the death of 
Mrs. Mugivan as follows: 


Tenth of estate to Charles Bled- 
soe, of Sparta, Mo., brother of Mrs. 
Mugivan, 


Tenth to John Simpson, of Sparta, 
Mo., half brother of Mrs. Mugivan. 

Tenth to Josephine Thompson, 
Sparta, sister of Mrs. Mugivan. 


Tenth to Addie Cunningham, of 
Avant, Okla., sister of Mrs. Mugi- 
van. 


Tenth divided between Nellie 
Hearn, of Walla Walla, Wash.; 
Roy Franklin Dowell, of Calif., and 
Edith Mabel Bundy, of Milwaukee, 
Wis., children of Hattie A. Dowell, 
deceased sister of Mrs. Mugivan. 

Sixth to Catherine Mohr, Terre 
Haute, Ind., sister of the deceased. 

Sixth to Mamie O’Dea, Terre 
Haute, Ind., sister of Mr. Mugivan, 
and a 12th each to James and 
Charles Mugivan, his brothers. 

Mrs. Mugivan is given full con- 
trol of the estate. 


Sudden Closing 


Chicago, July 22. 

Closing of the Christy circus was 
as sudden as it was unlooked for. 
Owner Christy, when within a few 
hundred miles of Houston, Tex., sud- 
denly made up his mind to barn 
the thing. A ticket for the 10-car 
was purchased and the trip begun. 

Meantime, Bert Rutherford, gen- 
eral agent for the outfit, in Chicago, 
went ahead laying out route. Agents 
of the Ringling interest caught the 
trick traveling the roads the wrong 
way and reported to the main office. 
Word came to Rutherford his outfit 
was housed. Later he got a wire 
reading, “We're at home. Come 
see us.” 


Ocean Park 


Los Angeles, July 22. 

Ocean Park is getting the best 
break of the local beach resorts so 
far this season. Newer and more 
modern than most of its beach 
neighbors, it has been able to get 
the crowds. 

Including its pier, Ocean Park has 
a better line-up of attractions and 
rides than the other resorts, chief 
among which is a water chute, new 
here. The water ride is getting 
capacity play on a 20c admission. 
Most of the games and rides are 
strictly routine, but all booths, 
shows and rides are well lighted 
and newly painted. 

This is the only pier hereabouts 
which doesn’t feature dancing. The 
Egyptian Ballroom on the pier has 
a marathon dance which is getting 
a better play than straight dancing. 

Rides are roller coasting, dodge 
‘em, merry-go-round, giant slides, 
chutes and whooper. About 50 
stores and _ grinds, all working 
strong. Most are merchandise and 
grocery stores. Flashers are out 
here as at the other beaches, but 
wheels are permitted. 

Business has been fair so far, 
with the beach doing capacity on 
the week ends. However, most of 
the attendance just comes to look, 
an old California custom. 

Biggest patronage goes to the 
grocery booths with the _ thrifty 
boys and girls figuring that if they 
have to spend dough they might as 
well get something they can put 
into a frying pan. 


Bright Idea Goes Wrong 


Cornwall, Can., July 22. 

John Tuney, employe of Barnes 
Circus, walked into the tailor shop 
of J. J. Phillips here, put on a new 
suit and hat while the proprietor 
was talking to a customer, and 
walked cut. 

Tuney was arrested and was sen- 
tenced to three months. 


$50,000 Dance Hall Fire 
So. Bend, Ind., July 22. 

Playland Park’s $50,000 dance hall 
was completely destroyed by fire 
yesterday (21). 

Instruments and_ orchestrations 
belonging to Brandy’s Singing Or- 
chestra, valued at $6,000, were 
ruined, 

Balance of park concessions un- 
touched, 


Billing Battle Stopped 
By Local Billposters 


Minneapolis, July 22. 


After a week of billing war; Sells- 
Floto circus and Millers’ 101 Ranch 
show, playing Minneapolis a week 
apart as a two-day stand, declared 
a truce. The local billposters’ union 
brought the fighting factions to- 
gether. 


At the same conference locations 
throughout the city were divided so 
that both attractions could be cer- 
tain of adequate representation. In 
the case of principal thoroughfares 
the one circus was assigned one 
side of the street for its lithographs 
and banners-and the other the other 
side. 


Both shows are playing up former 
film stars. Sells-Floto has Tom 
Mix, with the Miller show playing 
Jack Hoxie as its name card. Sells- 
Floto is here July 24-25 and Millers 
July 28-29, but the latter got the 
jump in newspapers advertising, be- 
ginning five full days ahead of S-F, 
and urging the public to wait for 
“the big show.” Millers also seemed 
to have the edge as far as billing is 
concerned. 


Heth, Carnival Man, Is 
Pinched for Attack on 
15-Yr.-Old L’sville Girl 


Louisville, July 22. 

Floyd R. Heth, 23, concession op- 
erator of-the L. J. Heth Greater 
Carnival, now playing its third 
week here, was arraigned in Po- 
lice Court Wednesday on a charge 
of criminal attack brought by La- 
bina Elizabeth King, 15, while Fred 
Williams, 35, Negro member of. the 
show, was prevented from giving 
his performance that night when a 
police charge of disorderly conduct 
was placed against him on the com- 
plaint of the local Director of Health 
who was informed that Williams’ 
feat consists of eating rats. 


Heth is accused of taking Miss 
King to a lonely spot and there at- 
tacking her. Her screams brought 
a railroad watchman and two taxi- 
cab drivers. They captured Heth 
who attempted to escape. Heth has 
been denied bond. 

Williams was fined $5 as a pub- 
lic nuisance and warned not to re- 
peat his performance. 


Troopers in “Rube” Row 
Geneva, N. Y., July 22. 

State troopers were called in to 
stop a big Rube fight between car- 
nival employees and residents of 
Torrey Park, near Geneva, during a 
terrific electric storm. One of the 
residents claimed he was gypped by 
a concession man and gathered his 
friends to do battle. 

The fight started about the time 
the storm broke and waged hotly 
in the midst of the rain until troop- 
ers scattered the participants. Four 
residents fined $10, but all the con- 
cession men went free. 


Carnivals 


(For current week (July 21-26) 
when not otherwise indicated.) 


Alabama, Carrollton, Ky. 
American Expo., Stoyestown, Pa, 
B & B, Winchester, Va. 
Barnet & Schutz, Downs, Kan. 
Lee, Shelbyville, Ky. 
Bernardi Greater, Greensburg, Pa. 
Bernardi Expo., Green Bay, Wis. 
Bright Way, Plainfield, N. J. 
Bullard Bros., Wapanucka, Okla. 
. Kingwood, W. Va. 
Bruce Greater, Upper Darby, Pa. 
Butler, Lawrenceville, Ill.; 28, Mt. Car- 
mel, Ill. 
Capital, St. Paul, Minn. 
Central States, Hamtramck, Mich. 
Cetlin & Wilson, Sunbury, Pa. 


Coleman, Torrington, Conn. 
Conklin-Garrett, Bigger, Can., 21-23; 
Wilkie, Can., 24-26. 

Crafts, Chico, Cal. 

lairly, Muscatine, Ta. 


Gibbs, Sabetha, Kan. 
Gray, Sulphur Springs, Tex. 
Great American, Mt. Hope, W. Va. 
Greenburg, Brigham City, Utah. 
Happyland, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 
Heth, Louisville, Ky. 
Hugo, Campbell, Neb. 
International, Levis, Can. 
Isler, Monmouth, III. 
Jones, Erie, Pa. 
Karr, Dyersburg, Tenn. 
Kennedy, Declo, Idaho. 

=< Middlesboro, Ky.; 28, Frankfort, 
y. 


I.ippa, Bessemer. Mich, 

each, Clinton, Tenn, 

Marks, Roseto, Pa. 

Melville-Reiss, Bradford, Pa. 
Michigan United, Montpelier, Ind. 
Morris-Castle, Saskatoon, Can, 
Murphy, Monroe, Mich. 

Northern, Mayville, N. D. 

Page, Bardstown, Ky. 

Rock City, Zanesville, O. 

Roval Gray, Granbury, Tex. 
Rubin-Cherry, Grand Forks, N. D. 
Savidge, Edgemont, S. D. 

Strayer, Crystal Falls, Mich. ° 
Siebrand Bros., Dickinson, N. D, 
Southern Tier, Belmont, N. Y, 


Spencer, Johnsonburg, Pa, 
Weiss, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Williams, Mabank, Tex. 
Wolf, Sioux City, Ia 
Wurld Bros., Claysburg, Pa. 


DEAD, HURT 
BARNES 
WRECK 


Moncton, N. B., July 22. 

Three workmen were killed and 
12 injured, one seriously, in the 
wreck of the Al G. Barnes Circug 
train at Canaan, 20 miles south ot 
here, while enroute from Newcastie 
to Charlottetown, date which hada 
to be cancelfed as a result. Circug 
was to have filled the date Mon. 
day (21). 

Five flat cars containing baggage 
wagons and first three sleepers were 
piled up, but stock and performerg 
escaped injury. Amount of damage 
not estimated. 

Dead are Albert Johnson and 
Frank Finnigan, property men, and 
an unidentified person not employed 
on the show who was stealing q 
ride on the flats. Of those injured 
all were circus laborers. They were 
removed to Moncton hospitals by 
auto and a relief train of the Cana. 
dian National, on whose rails the 
circus was moving when the wreck 
occurred. 

Smashup took place directly in 
front of the Moncton station, with 
all stock cars and first nine flatg 
passing over a switch there and 
remaining five flats and three fol- 
lowing sleepers leaving rails and 
piling up wagons and scattered con- 
tents for 1,000 feet along the tracks, 
Greater casualties were avoided 
through the managers’ sleeper, first 
behind the flats, being of steel con- 
struction. 

Barnes train moved into Moncton, 
cancelling Charlottetown date and 
resumed route at Moncton yester- 
day (22), as billed. 


Robinson, “101” Clash 
In Quincy, O., Billing 


Quincy, IIl., July 22. 

A circus battle is on here, with 
the John Robinson circus, of the 
Ringlinga aggregation, and the 101 
Ranch booked to show in the city 
Aug. 3 and 8, respectively. 

Every available space for paper 
is being utilized, and Frank “Stahl, 
circus veteran, says he has never 
known such fierce competition be- 
tween two of the big shows in all 
the years he has lived in Quincy. 
Both shows have choice locations, 
one in the south part of the city and 
the other at the old Baldwin Park 
lot. 


Nice Boy, Davis 


Milwaukee, July 22. 

Claiming to be an advance man 
for the “101 Ranch,” which played 
Milwaukee July 20, W. O. Davis 
called on local merchants and said 
he was authorized to accept adver- 
tising which would be placed on the 
circus elephants during the parade. 

Police decided that Davis looked 
familiar and picked him up. Inves- 
tigation showed that there were two 
old warrants on file dating back to 
1922 when the dapper Davis left 
town without paying the Republican 
Hotel a $45 board bill and the Miller 
Hotel $25 for a rubber check he gave 
earlier in the year. 

Davis is said to have _ several 
aliases; among them “T. J. Doyle,” 
“Frank J. Doyle,” “Frank Doyle,” 
“Mickey Davis” and “Lester Patter- 
son.” He sawed his way out of the 
Kenosha county jail in 1925 while 
waiting trial on a forgery charge, 
according to police records, which 
also show that he has served terms 
in Oklahoma, California and Louis- 


iana state prisons on charges of 
forgery and operating confidence 
games, 


Davis, of course, had no connecs 
tion with the 101 Ranch. 


Midget Golf Hurt Trade? 


Rochester, N. Y., July 22. 

Forty citizens of Fairport, villas?® 
ten miles south of Rochester, hav@ 
lodged a protest against building of 
miniature golf courses by James ** 
Finnegan. ; 

Claim enterprise will hurt bust 
ness. Finnegan granted permit for 
three years before complaint was 
made to Village Clerk Roscoe E. 
Haynes. 


Sarrasani’s in Switzerland 
Zurich, July 22. 
Sarrasani’s Circus, Europe's 
gest tent show, is touring Switzer 


land. 
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Englewood 

yi acts showing bill above 
average in quality for this house. 

wheeler and Wheeler, male skat- 
ing team, fair act with one click 
tunt, the little fellow swinging 
head down and picking a hand- 
Kerchief from the floor. Strad and 
Legato, musical act with operatic 
selections, not strong. 

No. 3 was Harry Spears, kid who 
was “Freckles” in “Our Gang” on 
the coast, doing a_ single, and 
doubling from picture houses in 
neighborhoods. Act, a monolog, 
doesn’t show lad off to advantage 
at all, but was a winner for the 
kids which would furnish only rea- 
son for booking anywhere as the 
poy cannot sing, dance or tell a 
story and deliver in ‘his present 
stage. 

Laddie and Garden, the man and 

girl with flaming bush of red hair, 
in comedy acrobatics, stoppers in 
seven minutes and are improving 
on delivery. 
- Following, the Gay Gordons, four 
men and two girls in their stand- 
ard bagpipe, dancing and strong- 
man act, stopped show again, 

Rio and Sunny, two boys, formerly 
Rio brothers, remains a collegiate 
comic hoofing act with shuffling 
routine, and a touch of comedy. 
With a new partner, Rio needs to 
coax him to faster breaks and 
closer reSpect of dual work. 

Betty Jane Cooper Revue, three 
girls and four boys, “is a dance 
flash which could stand production 
sets despite some classy work by 
two teams and Betty. The song- 
stress stretches somewhat, but the 
act has something good in their 
female pianist. Dual flat dance and 
strut by two boys, a standout. Next 
to closing, Harvey, little comic with 
the iron derby, big shoes and high 
falsetto voice, was solid with some 
very recent songs and ridiculous 
comedy. Florenis, posing act with 
doves, closed. 

On screen, “A Notorious Affair” 
(FN), and Pathe News. Business 
good even in the balcony on a sum- 
mer night without a cooling plant. 

Loop. 


Shortest presentation ever offered 
in a B. & K. deluxe house, and run- 
ning just 15 minutes, is at the 
neighborhood Marbo this week. 
Reason, length of “All Quiet” (U), 
the feature. 


Billy Clifford plans active agent- 
ing in a month. Starts with a ju- 
venile flash, “Maytime Revue.” 

First National’s first Chicago re- 
Tease with sound on film instead of 
disk was “Sweethearts and Wives.” 


Coston office moves to Warner 
Exchange building Aug. 1, concen- 
trating distributior and operating 
Warner houses under one roof. 


Lindy theatre corporation has 
taken over the Americus (3437 Og- 
den avenue) from L. A. Scheussler. 


Jacob Gross now operating the 
Independence, West Roosevelt road, 
formerly owned by J. Mednikow. 

Arthur Brumlik bought the Janet 
(617 North avenue) from J. Koppel. 

G. & E. Enterprises Co.. now 
holding the lease on the Strand 
(3031 Lincoln avenue), formerly 
operated by S. Abrahams. 

Clifford R. Trimble, secretary 
Central States Exposition, Aurora, 
M., seriously ill of stomach trouble. 


Claire Dux, opera singer, operated 


R. K. O. WOODS 


“LAWFUL LARCENY” 


With BEBE DANIELS 
and LOWELL SHERMAN 


upon for appendicitis in Chicago 
last week. 


Warners will take over the Sym- 
phony, far west side neighborhood 
house, Aug. 1 on a leasehold. 


Following indie houses added to 
the closed-for-summer list: Ada, 
Americus, Apollo, Gage Park, Hay- 
market, Kimbark, Langley, La Salle, 
Loomis, Palace and Stanley. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


By WALTER RIVERS 
George Holland, who made the 
coast production of “June Moon,” 
has been in San Francisco arrgng- 
ing for a production of “Ybung 
Love.” He is aiming at- arrange- 
ments with Homer Curran for the 
oe to go into the Curran theatre 
ere. 


Carl F. Reese and Ray Hopper. 
convicted of holding up the Cali- 
fornia theatre in San Jose, Cal., and 
getting away with $3,800 in Febru- 


claims the world record for “tree- 
sitting.” 


Even malt stores here are persona 
non grata with federal prohibition 
agents who have been raiding all 
such establishments in Minneapolis 
in a drive to make it harder for 
local residents to brew their own 
beer. Hundreds of cans of malt, 
bottles, kegs and other supplies 
were confiscated in the raids. Har- 
old Knutson, enforcement commis- 
sioner, declares he’s “going to wipe 
out every malt shop in the city.” 


Ladies’ day at the local American 
Association baseball park here has 
been proving such stiff opposition 
for the local film houses this 
season that showmen here are 
planning a conference to discuss 
means to combat it. The ladies are 
admitted free at the ball park on 
Tuesdays and Fridays and on those 
days, it has been found, matinee 
trade at the theatres has dropped 
as much as 50%. From 3,000 té 
6,000 members of the fair sex have 
been taking advantage of the gra- 
tuitous admission at each ladies’ day. 
It is only since the Minneapolis 
club’s winning streak startei that 
the menace to *he theatre box office 
assumed serious proportions. Last 
Friday the attendance at the ball 
paik was 11,000, of which number 
fully 6,000 were women admitted 
free. 


“Western Front” broke the house 
week-day record at the Century 
(Publix) here on its opening day, 
Thursday. Despite intense heat, the 


otherwise indicateco 


follows and on pages: 


ATLANTIC CITY 63 
BIRMINGHAM 63 
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The cities under Correspondence in this issue of Variety. are as 


MONTREAL 
NEWARK 
OTTAWA 63 
PITTSBURGH 63 
PORTLAND, 62 
ROCHESTER 


62 


63 


6S 
SAN FRANCISCO ........ coe 61 
SARANAC LAKE ........ 


SEATTLE 
SOUTHERN TIER .........-- 62 
SVRACUGE 63 
TOLEDO 2.00 Oe 
TORONTO - 63 


ary, were sentenced to from five 
years to life. 


While on a train to Hollywood 
from Alaska, George C. Bertholm, 
assistant picture’ director, was 
stricken here last week and admit- 
ted to the Highland Hospital in 
Oakland. He was in a state of 
coma, and physicians were unable 
to diagnose his ailment. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Minnesota—‘‘The Social Lion’; Publix 
stage show, “Top o’ the Wor'ld; Fur 
Show. 

R.K.O Orpheum—'‘'Cheer and 


Smile’’; vaude, 
Century—'‘‘Western Front.” 
State—‘‘On the Level.” 
Shubert—‘‘Hot Curves.” 
Lyric—‘‘Strictly Unconventional.”’ 
Aster—‘‘Dangerous Nan McGrew.” 
Grand—‘‘Hold Everything” (2d 

run). 


loop 


Yood showmanship displayed by 
Minnesota theatre last week in 
playing up in advertising and ex- 
ploitation pictures of national open 
golf tournament held here. National 
tourney drew a total crowd of 40,- 
000 paid admissions in three days 
and netted profit of $20,000 for In- 
terlachen club which staged it. 


During run of “Western Front” 
(Century) theatre opens at 9 a. m. 
daily, instead of usual 11 o’clock. 

Warners’ new half-million dollar | 
exchange building here was formal- | 
ly opened July 21. The exchange 
includes a 300-seat roof garden 
theatre for previews. 


Minneapolis has still another can- 
didate of a new sort for vaude. 
He’s 14-year-old David Hogan 
who remained for 200 hours in a 
tree in front of his home and re- 
ceived plenty of front-page news- 


paper publicity as a result. He now 


SINGLE ROOM, 


HOTEL LORRAINE 


CHICAGO 


DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEFKLY 
DOUBLE WITHOUT BATH, $14.00 WEEKLY 


LEONARD HICKS, President 


BATH, $2.00 UP 


IN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 
Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 


picture grossed around $2,500 on 
the day. Estimates for the first 
week’s takings are running as high 
as $20,000. Regular house admis- 
sion scale prevails for the engage- 
ment—40c up to 6:30 p. m. and 75c 
thereafter over the entire theatre. 
First performances start daily at 
9 a. m., instead of the customary 11. 
Manager Harold Kaplan and Press 
Agent Fay Tyler installed the big- 
gest illuminated scenic front, of a 
battle scene, ever erected on the 
exterior of a theatre here. 


DETROIT 


Be LEE ELMAN 


Michigan—'‘'Blushing Brides.” 
Fox—''Good Intentions.” 
Fisher—‘'For the Defense.” 
United Artists—‘“‘Golden Dawn.” 
State—'‘‘Holiday.’’ 
Paramount — ‘“‘Anybody's 
weekh 
Madison—‘‘Big House” (5th week). 


War” (2d 


Charles Tobias and Vincent Rose, 
working at the Blossom Heath Inn, 
have taken cottages on exclusive St. 
Clair Shores. Right with the Four 
Hundred. 


Del Delbridge’s contract with 
Publix expires Aug. 31st. 

Cutting line at the Grand Riviera 
to eight girls but will add four 
show girls. 


Sonny Tracy is living out at 
Union Lake with the misses for the 
summer while his bachelor partner 


Billy Tracy is living over in Wind- 


sor. In the year and a half these 
boys have been lobby singing they 
claim to have sung around 62,500 


songs with a repertory of 500 they 
do from memory. 


SEATTLE 
By DAVE TREPP 


‘Hell's Angels. 


” 


Fox— 


Paramousat — “The Dawn Patrol’; 
stage. 
Metropolitan—‘‘Dangerous Nan Mc- 
Grew.” 


Coliseum—'‘‘The Rogue Song.” 
Orpheum—‘‘Lawful Larceny’’; vaude 
Fifth Ave.—‘"Good Intentions”; stage. 
Music Box—"'Czar of Broadway.” 
Blue Mouse—‘‘Temptation.”’ 

Liberty— Disraeli.” 


Fox and Paramount having air 
picture battle of their own this 
week, former at advanced prices, 
later with “Dawn Patrol’ at reg. 
prices. The big campaign was for 
“Hell's Angels.” 


Hal Roach flew up from L. A. last 
week on business. 


“Strictly Dishonorable” opened 
Monday at President, former Duffy 
house. Good opening biz. F, C. 
Cooke is manager, 


i content to 


Obituary 


RUDOLPH SCHILDKRAUT 

Rudolph Schildkraut, 68, one of the 
country’s foremost dramatic actors 
on stage and screen, died after 
a heart attack July 15 at the home 
of his son, Joseph Schildkraut, in 
Hollywood. He had been ailing for 
the past nine months, with com- 
plications of asthma and kidney 
trouble. 

The elder Schildkraut - -s one of 
the few remaining character artists 
of the old European school, with a 
background that goes back more 
than 50 years when he first started 
in Vienna. Born in Constantinople, 
the actor emigrated with his par- 
ents tc Roumania, where he was 
brought up. His first stage work of 
importance was with the Viennese 
Comic Opera. He soon attracted at- 
tention and came to Germany where 
he joined the Dramatik Theatre, 
Hamburg, and then went with Max 
Reinhardt. 

Schildkraut’s first appearance in 
America was in 1910, when he came 
over here with the Christian Reper- 
toire Co., bringing with him his son, 
Joseph. Together they played at 
the old Irving Place theatre, New 
York, then a German opera house. 
The following year both Schild- 
krauts returned to Germany with 


Reinhardt’s “Miracle,” which Mor- 
ris Gest later brought over to this 
country. America did not see the 
elder Schildkraut again until after 
the war, when he came back on the 
Yiddish stage and eventually ap- 
peared in English pieces. In 1924 
Schildkraut created a furore in New 
York with the English version of 
“The God of Vengeance.” The play 
was .stopped .by .the -police and 
Schildkraut took it to Chicago where 
it ran for several months unmolest- 
ed. 

About that time Schildkraut met 
Carl Laemmle, a life-long friend, 
who took him to Hollywood and 
the screen. His first picture work 
in this country was “His People,” 
for Universal, followed by “King of 
Kings,” “Christina,” “The Country 
Doctor,” and “When My Ship Comes 
In.” Years back, while with Rein- 
hardt, Schildkraut made a series of 
films for the German UFA company. 
Of his many outstanding stage roles 
that of “Shylock” was perhaps the 
best known, although he appeared 
internationally in numerous Shake- 
speare, Hauptmann, Ibsen and 


Strindberg pleces. At the time of 
his death Schildkraut was engaged 
by Metro for the German version of 


“Anna Christie,” and had just start- . 


ed to work on it when he collapsed 
at the studio. 

He leaves but two survivors: the 
widow, Irma, and his son, Joseph. 
Orthodox funeral services were held 
with Rabbi Ernest L. Trattner offi- 
ciating. Interment in the Holly- 
wood cemetery. 


OSCAR FIGMAN 

Oscar Figman, 48, actor, died sud- 
denly Friday (18) at his home in 
Neponsit, L. I. 

Mr. Figman had spent many 
years on the musical comedy stage. 
Among the shows in which he ap- 
peared were “The Merry Widow,” 
“The Student Prince,” “Peg O’ My 


Heart,” “Fire Fly,” “The Fool,” 
“Madame Pompadour” and “An- 
gela.” 

A sister and two brothers, Max 


Figman, actor, and Adolph Figman 
survive. 

Interment in the family plot in 
Mt. Neboh Cemetery, Queent, L. I. 


MARION GREY 
Marion Grey, 35, stock actress, 
died in Chicago July 17 after tak- 


NOT JUST A PARTNER, BUT A PAL AND COMPANION 
HIS LAST BALLAD 


He's with me through thick and thin, 

Jt makes no difference, lose or win— 

And that's the way I feel towards him. 
He's that kind of a pal! 


When bad luck comes across my track, 

Teo give me anything I lack, 

He'd take the shirt right off his back, 
For he’s that kind of a pal! 


We seem to understand each other; 
He'd do more for me than a brother; 
He's more than what you call a friend— 
The one on whom I can depend 
To stich to me right to the end, 

For he’s that kind of a pal! 


GUS VAN 


ing poison. She had played minor 
parts in stocks around Chicago for 
12 years 

Raymond A. Edwards, 44, San 
Francisco manager for Foster & 
Kleiser, billposters, dropped dead 
July 13 while on a hike in the Napa 
hills. Heart failure due to over- 
exertion announced as the cause. 
He leaves a widow and two children. 


Robert W. Vance, 77, inventor of 
a minature mechanical world known 
as “Vance’s Little World,” which 
he exhibited many years in United 
States and Canada, died in Roches- 
ter, N .Y., last week. 


Clarence F. Feeley, South Amer- 
ican manager for the Eastman 
Kodak Co., die in Rochester, N. Y., 
last week. 


— 


Funeral services were held Mon- 
day (21) in Chicago for Clay Smith, 
53, veteran Chicago arranger, com- 
poser and conductor. Smith died 
Friday (18) of a heart attack. 

His widow survives. 


Pops Top Pix Songs 


(Continued from page 59) 
perpetuation of home music are 
believe that this is not 
the right time of the year to expect 
big business. The music trade as 
a whole has never witnessed a gross 
lower than that dribbling in during 
the month of June. 

What sheet music that’s being 
sold over the retail counters is al- 
most nothing, and these are listed 
in the first five of the best sellers 
in the accompanying chart. The 
same can be said about phonograph 
records Dealers in this part of 
the music trade are highly alarmed 
over the shortage of turnover as 
registered in June, and are seeking 
other revenue to offset the loss in 
sales of records, which rated 60 per 
cent higher a year ago. 

Radio’s Danger 

Consensus of opinion among the 
retail dealers in both sheet music 
and phonograph records is that 
radio, as never before, is asserting 
itself as a dangerous competitor to 
their business. Increasing popu- 
larity of music “as you ride” in the 
family motor is helping to keep the 
public out on the highways, espe- 
cially in California. 

Miniature Golf, Also 


This and a score of other reasons, 


including the miniature golf courses, 
are being grasped as an excuse for 
the poor business. 

In summing up the countless new 
popular tunes turning over in sheet 
music, “It Happened in Monterey” 
and “Stein Song” continue to hold 


top position, while “Dancing with 
Tears in My Eyes” worked into next 
position by a close margin for the 
first time on the Coast. Another 
new song forcing its way inte the 
first six for June is “When the 


Bloom Is on the Sage,” a pop pub- 
lished locally by Freeman & Son, 
not publishers strictly, but the 
Coast’s biggest wholesale jobber. 
Following is “My Future Just 
Past,” a Famous picture tune from 
“Safety in Numbers.” Other songs 
showing to advantage during the 
month, some of which might be 
heard from more in the near future 
are “I’m in the Market for You,” 
“Exactly Like You,” “Living in the 
Sunlight,” “You Brought a New 
Kind of Love,’ “So Beats My 
Heart for You,” “I Remember You 
from Somewhere,” “Kiss Waltz,” 
“When «he Little Red Roses Get the 
Blues,” “The Moon Is Low,” “I Love 
You So Much,” “Singing a Song to 
the Stars,” “Cottage for Sale,” “I 
Never Dreamt,” “Old New Engi!and 
Moon,” “Having You Around Is 
Heaven,” “Moonlight on the Colo- 
rado,” “Ten Cents a Dance” and 
“If I Had a Gir] Like You.” 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 23, 1930 


and Los Angeles 


“Variety’s” Office, 6282 Hollywood Boulevard, at Vine Street (Taft Bldg.) 


Phone Hollywood 6141 


The State theatre, Long Beach, 
will change its opening day from 
Monday to Friday, starting July 25. 
The vaude bill current at the local 
RKO will not play Long Beach, the 
four days being filled by Ken Mur- 
ray and the Charlestons. Murray 
was spot-booked by the lecal RKO 
office. 


R-K-O Orpheum, Long Beach, 
Cal., will change to Friday open- 
ing Aug. 1. It now starts the week 
on Mondays. 


Amos ’n’ Andy, here to make a 
picture at Radio with an under- 
standing that they will not be called 
on for any personal appearances 
during their Hollywood stay, let 
down the bars after considerable 
persuasion and will do a personal 
for opening of “Dixiana” at the Or- 
pheum today (22). Picture is hav- 
ing a $5 premiere and both studio 
and theatre figured an added starter 
would be handy. 


The local R-K-O booking office 
will move from the Orpheum the- 
atre building to the Hill Street the- 
atre building. Bern Bernard con- 
tinues in charge. 


Francis MacDonald, “Morocco,” 


Par. 


Two-week try-out of a mystery 
play starts at the Play Shop Aug. 
15. It’s “The Missing Witness,” by 
Ramon Romero and Harriet Hins- 
dale. Romero is an M-G writer, and 
Miss Hinsdale is A. P. Younger’s 
secretary. Cast has Maude Fealy, 
Margaret Fealy, Sheldon Lewis, 
Emerson Treacy, Gloria Grey, Mar- 
tha Mattox, Phyllis Crane, Donella 
Donaldson and Arthur’ Lovejoy. 
David Graham Fischer is directing. 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 


By RICHARD B. GILBERT 


Alamo—"‘Double Cross-Roads.” 

Mary Anderson—“‘The Man From Wy- 
oming.” 

Brown—‘‘Lovin’ the Ladies.” 

Rialto—‘‘Love Among Millionaires.” 

State—‘‘Romance.” 

Strand—*‘‘Good Intentions.” 


Larry Prewitt and Rhythm Kings 
replaced at Club Lido Venice by 


WHEN THE’BIG SHOTS” 
OF STAGE AND SCREEN 


VisiT HOLLYWOOD 
THEY ALWAVS LIVE AT THE 


Guervini & Co 
The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDEON 
FACTORY 
in the Uniteo State 
The only Factor 
that makes any eet 
of Reeds — made by 

hand. 
277-278 Columbus 
Avenue 
San francisco. Cat 
Cree Catalogues 


patients 


Earl Hoffman and His 10 Satellites 
from the Francis Cafe, Chicago. 
New acts in floor show are Senorita 
Berryessa and Rubye Abbott, and 
Sally Sweet, blues singer. 


The National theatre, dark for 
several years, may reopen with 
second-run films. 


George P. Laffell, manager of the 
open-and-shut Walnut, says the 
house, which closed after nine days 
of “Ingagi’’ to terrible business, will 
reopen soon. He claims a contract 
for six Columbia releases. 


MILWAUKEE 


By FRANK J. MILLER 


Alhambra—‘‘Back Pay.”’ 

Davidson— Dark. 

Garden—‘‘Let Us Be Gay.” 

Majestic—‘‘On the Border.” 

House” (moved from 
Wisconsin). 

Pabst—Dark. 

Palace-Orpheum — “Sweethearts 
Wives.” 

Riverside—‘‘Midnight Mystery’’; vaude. 

Strand—'‘Women Everywhere.” 

of the 
stage show. 


and 


Law”; 


Ben Katz left Fox publicity de- 
partment to go with R-K-O at Cin- 
cinnati. Fred B. Nicholson, former- 
ly with Kunsky theatres, succeeded 
him. 


H. J. Fitzgerald, local Fox head, 
issued a statement to Milwaukee 
papers denying reports of a Fox- 
Warner Brothers swap. 


Milwaukee theatres have fallen in 
line with the rest of the city and 
are operating on a daylight saving 
schedule. Whether it was the 
changes in time that helped things 
or the coldest July days in 35 years, 
but at any rate business was much 
better over the week end. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Broadway—‘“Good Intentions.”’ 

Paramount—‘Border Legion.” 

Orpheum—"“‘Inside the Lines.” 

Rialto—‘‘Sweethearts and Wives.” 

United Artists—‘‘Unholy Three” 
week. 

Music 


(2d 


Keenest competish in this burg 


is between big new amusement 
parks, Lotus Isle and Jantzen 
Beach, 


Henri Le Bel, Fox-Broadway or- 
ganist, had novelty arrangement of 
three consoles and two assistant 
players. Stunt got major atten- 
tion. 


Floyd Maxwell, Fox city mana- 
ger, has connected with four major 
promotion stunts; free garage park- 
ing for patrons, headphones for 
deaf, lounge dances twice weekly, 
triple console organ novelty. 


SARANAC LAKE 


By “HAPPY” BENWAY 
Dave (D. D. H.) Hall, who is now 
resting at 6 Baker street, reported 
doing extra well. Mrs. Dave and 
Dave, Jr., also. 


Everything tendered to showfolk 
by Bill Newton, of the 
Walter L. Main circus. About 50 
patients saw the show. Bobb Mills 
and his band gave a concert at the 
Lodge for the bed patients. 


Ben Shaffer had a setback that 
will hold him to the bed for at 
least six months. Ben is much 
missed in dining room. 


Helen O'Reilly, picture of health, 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS 
WE DO REPAIRING 


ALL 


; 568 Seventh Avenue, between 40th 


on All Leather Goods and Fitted Cases 
STRICTLY UNION MADE 


Professional Trunks 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mende! Trunks 


SALE 20% DIscoOUNT SALE 
| 


AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 
OPEN EVENINGS 


SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


SOLE AGENTS FOR H & M TRUNKS IN THE EAST 
Phones: Longacre 6192 Teunnsylvania 9064 


IODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 


OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
WRITE FOR CATALOG 


and 41st Streets, New York City 


MERE 


INSTITUTION of] INTERNATIONALE 


Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 


up for three meals a day, flashing 
a new set of wardrobe daily, Our 
Helen easy to look at, 


Only one banquet was staged 
when the moving into the new 
Lodge took place. George Harmon 
was seen in his room dissapating 
over six bottles of milk, one ginger 
ale and smoking a cigar, 


Lodge had its first clown-night 
under the direction of George Har- 
mon. Dick Kuni was m. c.; Viola 
Allen, vioiin solo; Alice Carmen, 
coon-shouting; Irving Bloom, one- 
man orchestra; Lawrence  Mc- 
Carthy, more piano; George Har- 
mon did a Will Rogers. Wow of 
night was when Dick Kuni asked 
Ben Shaffer how he liked the show. 
“Regular Saranac show,” answered 
ben, “everyone bowed off to a solid 
mass of coughs.” 


A Letter 
Dear Gang: 

Not hearing from you lately. How 
come? You know a lot of ’em up 
here. Why the delay in writing? 
Say, you remember 
don't you, formerly of Gordon & 
Healy? She played all the Pal- 
aces. She’s here and doing well, 
but in bed; drop her a line. And 
don’t tell me you never heard of 
Richard Moore—used to be Killian 
and Moore—great boy; he is in bed, 
too. You shouldn't pass him. up like 
that. Listen: Harry Namba, who 
was with the Namba troupe, is in 
bed, also; he likes a word from the 
outside world. 

What I wanted to say is Alice 
Carmen's here. She did her stuff 


with 50 different shows. Why not 
postal her, too; and Constance 
Reeves, a real show girl, who 


craves news from you? 

George Harmon, of Joy Bros. and 
Gloom, is with us and showing a 
real comeback. He says no write 
him in a long time. You should 
write to Catherine Vogelle and Xela 
Edwards; those two girls are also 
bed “curers” here—and little Dick 
Kuni: he played them all—that’s 
why he’s sick. There are 50 of 
them up here and “Variety” once a 
month carries all their names and 
addresses. 

If you know any of them, write. 
That mental thing is over 50% of 
the cure, 

Your Friends, 


The Saranaces. 


TOLEDO 


By E. H. GOODING 


Paramount—“Anybody’s War"; 
show. 

Vita-Temple—‘‘Cuckoos.” 

Valentine—‘‘Let Us Be Gay.” 

Pantheon—‘“‘Sweet Mama.” 

Princess—“‘Man from Wyoming.” 

State—‘‘Not Damaged.” 


stage 


Jack O'Connell, having found 
Friday openings not so good, going 
back to Saturdays at Vita-Temple. 


Contracts let for $2,000,000 addi- 
tion to Toledo Museum of Art last 
week, tripling its size. Plans in- 
clude music hall to seat 1,500, with 
stage big enough to accommodate 
Chicago Civic opera in the fall. 


Truck operators of Toledo dis- 
trict last week tried to get state 
utilities commission to refuse cer- 
tificate to Film Transit Co., Cleve- 
land, which transports films to the- 
atres in Toledo and other towns. 
Flim Transit Co. said to be operat- 
ing without certificate, paralleling 
routes of other truck lines that seek 
the biz. 

Paramount last week broadcast 
program from lobby without radio 
station hookup between 7 and 8 p.m. 
to build up biz for the night. 

Margrete Daney, Toledo Blade 
feature writer, inaugurated new 
radio feature via WSPD. Appears 
three afternoons a week in informal 
talks, comments on news, fashions, 
ete., and gives suggestions of vari- 
ous sorts for women. 


CINCINNATI 


By JOE KOLLING 
Albee—‘‘Lady of Scandal’: vaude. 
Palace—‘‘Love Among Millionaires.” 
Capitol—“A Man From Wyoming.” 
Lyric—‘“‘Golden Dawn.” 
Keith’s—‘“Young Desire.” 
Strand—“‘One Embarrassing Night.” 
Family—‘‘The Bad One.” 


Two old burlesque houses, the 
Standard (Vine street) and the 
Olympic (Seventh street) have been 
razed, 


Stuart Walker, stock producer, 
is looking over the film studios in 
Holly wood, 


Erlanger-Grand has “closed for 
repairs” notice on front door. It 


Nell Gordon, 


and the Shubert will reopen in the 
fall. 


Miller Bros. 161 Ranch, booked 
to play Cumminsville lot Labor 
Day, will be first tent show here 
since John Robinson Circus began 
season on same grounds in April. 
Carneys kept out by high license. 


Jan Garber’s orchestra is at 
Hotel Gibson roof garden indef with 
Dave Bernie’s band lingering at 
Sinton’'s. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By DON RECORD 
Lyceum—Dark. 
O Palace—‘Hell's Island’; vaude. 

RKO Temple—‘‘Blaze o’ Glory,” ‘‘Sis- 
ers.” 

Loew’s Rochester—‘‘Romance.” 

Eastman—‘‘Bad One.” 
Regent—"‘Golden Dawn.” 

Little—‘“‘Sadie Thompson.” 

Strand—Change. 

Family—Change. 


Publix reopens Piccadilly soon. 
Policy may likely be pictures and 
not vaude, which was washout last 
winter. Reopened Eastman theatre 
will restore orchestra and stage 
show in the fall. 


Rebuliding of Fay’s theatre to be 
completed Sept. 1. Theatre closed 
since last January when fire burned 
roof. Edward M. Fay, Prodivence, 
who has 16-year iease, will continue 
to operate, 


Catherine Willard with Ralph 
Bellamy, former stock leads here, 
now a vaude act on this week at 
R-K-O Palace, opens in New York 
Sept. 4 in “Topaze.” 


Attempted hold-up of Eastman 
box office foiled by girl cashier who 
pressed emergency button calling 
Charles Tibbitts, treasurer, whose 
arrival sent bandit flying. Betty 
Walker, cashier, said the man 
pointed a revolver into the cage and 
ordered her to turn over the cash. 


The Strand, second run down- 
town theatre, is standing 'em up 
afternoons, but no evening biz. Lo- 
cation and dime matinee price fac- 
tors, 


INDIANAPOLIS 


By EDWIN V. O’NEEL 


Apollo—‘‘Cheer Up and Smile.’’ 

Lyric—‘‘Recaptured Love.”’ 
_Indiana—‘‘Love Among the Million- 
aires.°’ 

Palace—‘‘The Bad One.” 

Circle—“‘A Man From Wyoming.” 

Ohio—"‘Journey'’s End.” 


Vilas J. Boyle, assistant dramatic 
editor of the Indianapolis ‘‘Star” for 
four years, has joined Columbia 
Pictures and been assigned to mid- 
western exploitation. 


Harry Ames and Marwood Wil- 
liams, serving 1-3 year terms for 
bombing of the $1,000,000 Star thea- 
tre at Hammond, have filed habeas 
corpus suits. Hearing in October. 


Irving Webster, editor of the In- 
diana “Journal,” which has been 
printing sensational yarns about 
local celebs, cnovicted of blackmail. 
Charges carries $500 fine and 2-14 
vears’ sentence. 


SOUTHERN TIER, N. Y. 


By PAUL M. WILDRICK 
The Imperial Theatre, Painted 
Post, N. Y., sold by Gaby and 
Street to Hobart J, Look and 
Harold W. Short. 


After fighting for 
show Sunday pictures for several 
years and finally gaining permis- 
sion, the Star, Addison, N. Y., re- 
cently announced no showings 
would be held on that day. Lack 
of patronage caused the decision. 


the right to 


Almost certain Hornell, N. Y., 
will soon have another theatre. 


Rumored Binghamton, N. Y., is 
to have a new theatre by the holi- 
days. 


MCNTREAL 


Palace—‘'The Big House.” 

Captol—“‘The Social Lion.” 
Everywhere.” 

His Majesty’s—'‘All Quiet’ (5th week). 
Princess—‘'The Bad One” (2d week). 

Imperial—‘‘Framed.” 
oxy—'‘Submarine.” 

Empress—Double bill 

Strand—Double bill. 

Orpheum—Stock. 


A number of neighborhoods may 
close for season end of July as hav- 


ing done poorest season on record 
Imperial reported as closing in a 
couple of weeks and open with new 
policy in fall. 


Quebec government claims tour. 
ist season going to be best ever 
Theatre and hotel men do not agree. 
saying number of tourists in Mont. 
real is much below former years 
Prevalence of toll gates beginning 
to scare off motorists. Hotels have 
plenty of empty rooms. 


Provincial Theatre Managers’ As- 
sociation now completely dead. Plan 
afoot to form general association 
covering forum, baseball Stadium 
— and all amusement resorts 
in fall. 


“All Quiet on Western Front,” 
now in fifth week here, constituting 
a record for all time in Montreal, 
Gross held up well last three weeks, 


DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 
Herman Waldman and band re<« 
turned to Adolphus roof for sum< 
mer. 


Carl Steinman, operator of Kidd 
Springs (resort), booked a band of 
Oklahoma Indians to pep up mid. 
way and dance biz at the joint. 


Lindsey Theatres, Inc., building 
new $250,000 house in Lubbock, 


“Battle of Gettysburg,” giant 
painting, booked for Texas state fair 
opening here Oct. 11. 


Facing necessity of spending $2.. 
900 to change wave length of KVP, 
local police-fire alarm broadcaster, 
commissioner Graves’ ordered it 
closed. City still owns WRR. 


DES MOINES 


R. - MOORHEAD 
Casino—‘‘The Cuchoos.” 
Des Moines—‘‘Czar of Broadway.” 
Family—Change. 
Garden—‘‘Ladies Love Brutes”; ‘Hold 
Everything.” 


Orpheum — “Not Damaged"; “Born 
Reckless’’; vaudfilm., 

Palace—Change. 

Paramount — “Swing High"; “Love 
Among Millionaires.” 


Strand—‘“Sweet Mama"; 
Out.”’ 


“Murder Will 


P-P spending $120,000 on remodel- 
ing the Des Moines. Closed July 
14 and reopens Aug. 8. 

Local rib shacks getting rimmed 
by numerous miniature golf courses, 
The smart boys are putting in 
courses adjacent to the shacks. 
Courses also popular additions to 
filling stations. 


Boots Bagley, with J. Doug 
Morgan shows, was drowned July 
18 while swimming at Marengo, Ia, 


Former Orpheum at Ottumwa re- 
opened as the Star. 


Marjory Kelly's Melody Girls 
Hotel Savery after 45 weeks. 


FAMOUS 
STEIN BOOKLET 


“HOW TO MAKE UP” 


Complete instruction in the “Arf, 
of Make-Up” for amateur and 
professional use. Straight roles, 
character roles, etc. 16 pages 
in color. Free to anyone. Write 
STEIN COSMETIC CO. 
Dept. 50, 51 Madison Ave., N.Y¢ 


Dorothea _ Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 


S 
Experienced Costumer Wanted 
Can be either man or woman, but 
pina show successful record of work 


in an established costume shop. Po- 
sition open offers advancement. If 


iyou can qualify apply at once, giving 


VERSAL PRODUCING CO., FEair- 


Qi. experience, and references. UNI- 


field, Iowa. 


DARING! DIFFERENT! ORIGIN 
Always the Hit of the Show! 


That costuming touch which puts 


your girl numbers over! 
for Rent, Sale or Manufactured to Your Designs 


_f 643 SO. OLIVE ST, LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


For Prices 


Wire or Write HARRY BOURNE 
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Esmond & Grant 
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Miller James 


Hyler Vera 
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Nazarro Nat Jr 
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Bunce 
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Gerhart Reba 


Gilbert Bert White Bob 


Worth & Marks 


Lamar Jack 


~ SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
By CHESTER B. BAHN 


—Dark. 
Let Us Be Gay. 
Keith’s—‘‘Hell's Island.” Vaude. 
Strand—‘‘Golden Dawn. 
Paramount—'‘A ‘Man from Wyoming. 
“Eckel — “Not (ist half); 
« e” (2nd half), 
Talkers: 3 changes weekly. 


Syracuse—Vaudfilm. 


“~The Sap from Syracuse” will 
its premiere at the 
Paramount here July 23, Paramount 
Publix acceding to the request of 
Andy Roy, managing director. A 
Man from Wyoming” closes at 5 

_m. and the Jack Oakie starring 
picture, with its local color, will go 
on an hour later. 


Capt. Ben Scovell, one-time Syra- 
euse stock actor, is here for his first 
visit since he played here in 1898 
with his uncle, Sir Henry Irving, at 
the old Bastable. Scovell saw serv- 
ice with the British during the 
World War and was wounded at 
Vimy Ridge. He played Lieut. Os- 
borne in. the first performance of 
“Journey’s End” at the Savoy, Lon- 
don. 


The Onondaga Radio Broadcast- 
ing Corp., operating WBFL (CBS), 
is offering 10,000 shares of its com- 
mon stock to the public at $22.50 a 
share. Reported the first public of- 
fering of the capital shares of a 
radio broadcasting corporation. 


NEWARK, N. J. 


By C. R. AUSTIN 

R-K-O Proctor’s—‘‘The Big Fight’’; 
Vaude. 

Loew’s State—‘*The 
Vaude. 

Newark—'‘‘Temptation’’; ‘Lone Rider’’; 
musical tab. 

Branford—‘‘Love Among the Million- 
@ires’; stage show. 

Mosque—“‘A Man From Wyoming.” 

Fox Terminal—‘‘Wild Company.’’ 

Rialto—‘‘'Golden Dawn.”’ 

Little—‘‘The Kiss’? (1st half); of 
the Sheik” (2d half). 

Playhouse—‘‘On the Level.”’ 

Capitol—‘‘The Bad One.”’ 


Unroly Three”; 


Eddie Garr will not leave. the 
Branford as m. c. Aug. 1 His stay 
there is indef. When Louis Marx 
was here briefly as general man- 
ager for WB he gave Garr notice, 
but when David Weshner resumed 
the helm he recalled the notice. 

Hot weather brought two changes 
in policy here. The Newark begin- 
ning this week runs two features in 
addition to the Bert Smith musi- 
cal tab. This is the biggest pill 
now offered downtown. The Little 
is offering a split week policy. 


Headed by Major W. I. Lincoln 
dams, a Montclair group is organ- 
izing the Montclair Theatre Guild 
to run a rep company using Broad- 
Way stars. Minimum for 
founder member are $500 and $50 
for charter members but more is 
acceptable. Mrs. Thomas A. Edison 
is & charter member. The Mont- 
Clair will be used. 


By MURRAY SINCLAIR 
Royal Alexandra—‘‘Western Front.” 
voli—“‘Song of Flame.” 
"Social Lion.” 
mperial—“‘Born Reckless.” 


This Mad World.” 
“nea’s Hip—‘‘Melody Man.” 


Case of Sergeant Grischa” open- 
nS here in small neighborhood 
— Censors did plenty of cut- 

ng and first-run theatrs laid off. 


an, P. distributors of Canada to 
— book on history of the biz 


Ri J. Fitzgibbons, Paramount rep- 
entative in Canada, taken over 


Uties of director and has opened 
Office here, 


New pictu i 
sture houses going up in 
Timmins and Cardinal. 


THE DUPLEX 


HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 
Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 


Camp Sports— Hotel Comforts 


Actors’ Headquarters 


Boating 

Bathing 

Fishing KENMORE 
Dancing on the Beautiful Lake 

Tennis North White Lake, N. Y. 
Riding Social Staff: Penny, Reed 


Golf & Gold ef R-K-O 
Phone: White Lake 114 
Write for Book ‘‘V’”’ 


invested in talker equipment in 
Canada. Attendance has shown an 
increase of 1,000,000. 


Twenty-two houses and 
stores being wrecked for new F. P. 
Canadian theatre here, to be largest 
in Dominion. 


Annual convention of theatre 
managers under F. P. Can. will be 
held in Toronto Aug. 1. Convention 
originally scheduled for Montreal, 
then Niagara Falls. 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 


Pitt—‘‘All Quiet’’; (8th week). 
Penn—‘‘Let Us Be Gay’; stage show. 
Stanley—‘‘Holiday’’; stage show. 
Aldine—‘‘Good Intentions.” 
Enright—‘‘Sweet Mama’’; stage show. 
Harris—‘‘Cheer Up and Smile’; stage 


show. 
Sheridan Sq.—‘‘Lawful Larceny.” 


Sheridan Square, R-K-O’s straight 
picture house, has Peter Higgins, 
a local boy, booked for next week. 


Ruth Yoss, 17-year-old brunette, 
selected “Miss Pittsburgh” TIast 
week at Stanley in contest spon- 
sored by Warners, got a week’s en- 
gagement at Stanley at $100 and 
will go to Galveston for inter- 
national beauty pageant. 


Dick Leibert, after long engage- 
ment in Washington, returns to 
Penn as organist Aug. 1. 

Spyros Skouras and Lewis War- 
ner in town looking over recent 
Harris additions to Warner circuit. 


yene Morgan opens as m. ec. at 
Stanley, Aug. 8, with Dick Powell 
moving back to Enright, 


Helen Donnelly handling press for 
local engagement of Golden Rod 
Show Boat. 


OTTAWA, CAN. 
By W. M. GLADISH 


No Canadian delegates have been 
appointed to the annual convention 
of the M. P. T. O. at Denver which 
opens July 29, and there is a proba- 
bility no Canadians will attend. The 
Canadian division of the association 
has been inactive for months. 


When the “Mysteries of Love” 
road show played the Capital here, 
the added film attraction was the 
silent feature, ‘Twin Beds.” Living 
models paraded before men-only 
audiences and the admission was a 
flat 50c. 

M. H. Hoffman, president and 
general manager of Liberty Produc- 
tions Co., plans opening of Liberty 
offices in Canadian cities for the 
distribution of Broadway and Vic- 
tory releases. 


DENVER 


Aladdin—‘‘One Mad Kiss"’; “The 
Break Up.”’ 

Tabor—‘‘He Kuew Women’; stage 
show. 


Denver—‘‘Love Among Millionaires.” 
America—‘‘Those Who Dance.” 
Rialto—‘“‘One Romantic Night.” 
Elitch’s—'‘‘The Perfect Alibi” (stock). 


Two companies are making shorts 
of Colorado scenery—Grantland 
Rice sporting short and Fox Film 
corporations. Jack Eaton, former 
manager of the State theatre, 
-Denver, is chief photographer for 
Rice. 

Film board exchange zoning com- 
mittee has been named with Sam 
Henley as chairman. Will be sev- 
eral weeks before results are pub- 
lished. 


Charles Decker has leased the old 
Alhambra at North Platte and as 
soon as De Forest sound is in- 
stalled will reopen as the Luna, 
about Aug. 1. 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By GEO. R. WEINTRAUB 
Warner Bros. have taken over the 
Rialto and Carlton in Pleasantville 
in the shore suburbs. 


Amusement interests delighted on 


During last year about $6,000,000 


move by Mayor Bacharach to end 


four 


Opposite 
V. A. Clut 


$9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Doub 
Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


Electric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 


137-139 West 45th St. 


Completely 
remodeled— 
everything of the 
best — Simmons 
furniture (Beauty- 
rest Mattresses), hot 
and water, 
phones. ‘Single 

or Sin Reom 
$16.50-$17.50 fer Double 
$18.00-$19.00-$21.00 


theatrical section. 
Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 


all entertainment features in mu- 
icipal auditorium. The Mayor says 
the city should not compete enter- 
prises paying municipal bills. 

The drive to end Boardwalk 


coast equipped with radio and 
phonograph loudspeakers in adver- 
tising schemes are to be barred. 


; Sousa band will appear last week 
in August at the Steel Pier. Rudy 
Vallee and orchestra the 
Auditorium the same month. 


The world’s first industrial art 
theatre is part of the exhibit of the 
American Fair in municipal audi- 
torium. presentatfons of 
American industries, fashion shows 
and entertainment pictures are fea- 
tured daily. 


ST. PAUL 


By GEO. H. BRADLEY 
Paramount—“Richest Man in Wor!ld.” 
Riviera—‘'King of Jazz.”’ 
RKO-Orpheum — “Good 

vaude. 
Tower—"Song of Flame.” 
Strand—‘‘Isle of Escape.”’ 


Intentions” ; 


If this burg isn’t circus conscious 
it isn’t fault of bill posters for two 
outfits who play here within week 
of each other. Miller Bros.’ ‘101 
Ranch,” wild west, comes 30 to get 
what business Sells-Floto leaves 
after its stand here Friday (18). 


Only ray in clouds surrounding 
legit situation here is offer of Chi- 
cago Drama League to bring in six 
plays on a guarantee of 2,000 cus- 
tomers per show during winter. 
Deal is held up because Minneapolis 
is not so hot for it as St. Paul, and 
both cities must o. k. proposal, 


Operators of eight St. Paul inde- 
pendent houses joined Minneapolis 
group in insisting on only one pro- 
jectionist in booth, leading to strike 
of booth men. All the houses are 
picketed and with business bad 
anyway there is talk of closing 
some of them. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


By ROBERT H. BROWN 
Ritz—‘‘Good Intentions’: vaude. 
Alabama—"‘Unholy Three.’’ 
Strand—“The Big House.” 
Trianon—'"‘Loose Ankles.” 
Empire—‘“‘Let Us Be Gay” (2d week). 
Galax—"‘One Embarrassing Night.” 


Cc. P. Malphrus is the new man- 
ager of the Galax (Publix), succeed- 
ing C. J. Barnes, who has resigned 
to become manager of the Royal, 
Wise theatre. 


Charlie Webb, secretary to Carl 
Hoblitzelle, Southern R-K-O, is act- 
ing as manager of the Ritz while 
Vernon Reaver, manager, is on 
vacation. 


New Arcade at Geneva has opened 
giving the town the first show it has 
had in several months. Old Arcade 
was destroyed by fire sometime ago. 


News From the Dailies 


(Continued from page 54) 
guardian since the death of Mrs. 
Charlotte Smith, the grandmother 
and foster mother. 


A $91 bank account, two automo- 
biles and 35 parcels of real estate 
were attached on a judgment 
against Conway Tearle for $9,932 
back alimony due Mrs. Josephine 
Park Tearle. Tearle is in England, 
but his present wife, Adele Row- 
land, has filed claim on the auto- 
mobiles as her property. 


John B. Stumar, picture director, 
was divorced by Louise Stumar. 
Property settlement gives the wife 
$5,000 cash and $100 monthly for 
their child. 


The “dream house” Iris Ashton 
received from Walter J. Browning, 
mine owner, was a gift and not 


placed with her in trust, according 


ballyhoos has extended out to sea]: 
and boats sailing up and down the] 


REASONABLY PRICED- PRACTICAL ECONOMICAL 
ORDER YOUR GROCERIES — YOU'RE HOME 


OP 
HEATRE / 
LAND” 


LANDSEER apagtments 


245 W. SIs STREET 
2~3-4 R00 


AN UNDER Zhe PERSONAL SUPERVISION 


245 W 51% CLIARITS TENENBAU 


9 STORY QWodern Fireproof 
SUITES -Furnishea 


From 
uP 


MONTHLY 


Phone: LONGACRE 6805 


THE BERTHA 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING, 


325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. 


GO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 


NEW YORK CITY 


Catering to the comfort and convenience of 


the profession. 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT, $15.00 UP 


Mrs. Jackson now in charge 


— 


to Superior Court decision. Judge 
Cabaniss found that Browning had 
entertained “a wholesome and pure 
affection” for the model and actress, 
and suggested that the present Mrs. 
Browning was doubtless responsible 
for the suit. : 


Fox has engaged Louise Dresser 
to play opposite Will Rogers in 
“Lightin’.” 


Dorothy Howard, actress, is ask- 
ing $10,737 from Helen McGee, 
beauty shop proprietor, for loss of 
hair during a permanent wave 
treatment. 


Fred Niblo, Jr.. M-G writer, will 
marry Patricia Henry, Beverly Hills 
girl who has done bits in pictures 
and legit, in Sept. 


Phillip R. Holmes, pictures, son 
of Taylor Holmes, kissed bumpers 
with another car on his way to the 
old Vitagraph lot and was thrown 
out of his car. Nothing serious. 


Capt. Clayton Scott and John 
Selby, flying to join “The Silver 
Horde” company in Alaska, were 


wrecked in Icy Bay and clung to 
an iceberg two days before rescued, 
according to telegrams received at 
Radio studio. 

John Bowers and Mrs. Bowers 
and a Miss Le Sieur were inter- 
rupted at midnight target practice 
in a residential part of Hollywood 
by a couple of cops. The cops 
took Bowers, his gun and car into 
custody. 


Rain checks were handed out for 
the trial of Olga Baclanova on 
charges of letting her pets mix with 
the lace curtains in a rented apart- 
ment. Continuation to Aug. 25 was 
granted when the judge learned 
that the actress expects a baby. 

Charges by girls that they failed 
to get film work after studying with 
Cinema Schools, Inc., were not 
considered by Superior Judge Hardy 
as proof of grand theft on the part 
of Ulysses M. Dailey and Vincent 
M. Barnett. He acquitted the men. 

The widow of John R. Cook, 
plainsman, insisted that Zane Grey 
took page after page of “The 
Thundering Herd” from a book by 
the pioneer. The novelist insisted 
he used it only as one of many 
reference books. 

A $500,000 infringement suit is 
now under submission in U. 8S. Dis- 
trict Court. 

Columbia’s five-year bunch of op- 
tions on Joan Peers, 18-year-old 
daughter of Frank O. Peers, man- 
ager of the Adelphi theatre, Chi- 
cago, was approved in Superior 
Court. Fox contracts with Rosa- 
lind Cassell, to be known on the 
screen as Joan Castle, and with 
Frances McCoy of New York City, 
and Lucille Browne of Jackson 


Heights, were also approved in 
court. 

Mary Lewis wants to give her 
singer spouse the aria. Divorce 


suit against Michael Bohnen says 
he deserted her a year ago and is 
now in Germany. A former suit 
charging him with treating her 
rough was dismissed. 

Charles Moncravie, wealthy 
Osage, has to pay $25,000 for in- 
juries Rose Marie Ltedwing, pic- 
tures, suffered in an auto accident 
with him Mr. Redwing had sued 
for $160,000. He has another suit 
against Moncravie for $150,000, 
charging alienation of affections. 

Jack Noonan, brother of Sally 
O’Neil, pictures, must lay off liquer, 


lawbreaking and traveling for the 
next five years. These are the con- 
ditions of his probation for receiv- 
ing stolen property. One of the 
years must be served in jail. 


Roosters crow too early in Beverly 
Hills to suit Conrad Nagel. The 
police have been told about it. 


Fletcher Norton, pictures, up for 
drunk driving, told the judge he 
knew his capacity when drinking 
straight, but mixed drinks mixed 
him. Fine, $200. 


Charles Gore, son of Mike Gore, 
theatre operator, convicted of play- 
ing chauffeur for a bank bandit, is 
free with an 18 months’ suspended 
sentence hanging over him for 10 


years. 


VARIETY BILLS 


(Continued from page 45) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (25) 
“Cadets” 
Born & Lawrence 
Milee Sis 
Rognan & Trigger 
Mabel & Marcia 
Wallin & Barnes 
SAN JOSE 
California (27-30) 
“In Blue” 
Renoff & Renova 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Webster & Marine 
SALEM, ORE. 
Elsinore (26-27) 
“Seeing Double” 
Stroud Twins 
Electric Twins 
Elca Twins 
Miller, Clute, Falla, 
Nolay, Holly, 
Maltby, St Johns, 
Parker Twins 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Fifth Ave (24-30) 
“Rose Garden" 
Donahue & Uno 
Harold Stanton 
Hall & Essley 
3 Jacks & - Queen 
Helen Petch 
Aerial Girls 
SPRINGE’D, MASS. 
Palace (26) 
“Skirts” 
McDonald & Dean 
Julia Curtiss 


Ruth Silver 
Up in Air Girls 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
Fox (25-31) 
“Box O’ Candy” 
Jones & Hull 
Myrtle Gordon 
Reeves & Leu 
Marie, Lucy, Irene 


D Baker-A Hadley 
Walzer & Dyer 
Muriel Gardner 
Sunkist Reanties 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (25) 
“Manila Bound” 
Lloyd Brice 
Romero Family 
Stella Royal 
Samuel Pedraza 
WORCESTER 
Palace (26) 
“B'way Venueses” 
Mel Klee 
16 Beauty Winners 
Aerial Rartlettes 
Wells & Winthrop 
Freda Sullivan 
YAKIMA,. WASH. 
Capitol (26-27) 
“Brunettes” 
Slate HBros 
Chiro & Mercado 
Hassans Bluestr’ks 
Hirsch-Arnold Girls 


PROVINCIAL 


BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
‘Making Good” 
Grand 
“Sherry Cocktail’ 
Royal 
“Abie’s Trish Rose” 
BLACKPOOL 
Grand 
‘Heat Wave” 
Opera House 
“Hold Everything” 
BRADFORD 
Alhambra 
Honeymoon Follies 
CARDIFF 
Empire 
“So This Is Love” 
EDINBURGH 
Empire 
“House Jack Ruilt’’ 
GLASGOW 
Empire 
‘Whirl of Fun & M’ 
HANLEY 
Grand 
Balliol - Merton Co 
aaa 
Palace 
“Casino de Paris’’ 
LEEDS 
Empire 
“Laidler’s ‘Reply’ ” 


Roy 
Hamilton Deane Co 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire 
Jack Hylton & Co 
MANCHESTER 
Palace 

“Dear Love” 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire 
“Painted Dolls” 


NEWPORT 
Empire 
“Try This One” 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
“Revue Shop” 
Royal 
“Bird in Hand” 
PORTSMOUTH 
Royal 
Deauville Season 
SHEFFIELD 
Empire 
S Roy’s Road Snow 
SOUTHSEA 
King’s 
‘Passing 3rd Floor’ 
SWANSEA 
Empire 
“Tnue In” 


LONDON 
Week of July 21 


FINSRURY PARK 
Empire 
“Funny Side Up” 
LONDON 
Hippodrome 
“Sons of Guns” 

NEW CROSS 
Empire 
W C Barnes 
Gertie Gilana 


Pantz Midgets 

Dean & Ross 

G H Elliott 

Dainty Maids 

De Cars’ Circus 

Fyne & Early 
STRATFORD 

Empire 

“Fools in Paradise” 
Victoria Palace 

Eddie Wallace 
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a VARIETY Wednesday, July 23, 1939 


Al Quodback and the Music Corp. of America 
have the pleasure of presenting 


AARONSON 


and his 


COMMANDERS 


Supported by 


RED STANLEY and PHIL SAXE 


CASA GRANADA 


Chicago’s Only Open Air Garden 


A Nightly Radio Feature Over the Columbia Broadcasting System 
{By Remote Control to Station WBBM, Chicago} 


Just Completed Our Second Return Engagement 
at the Roosevelt Hotel, Hollywood 


MEET THE BOYS 


REEDS PIANO-ARRANGERS VIOLINS 
CHUMMY MacGREGOR SOL CIBELLI 
TONY PuSTaAnio PAUL MERTZ JACK ARMSTRONG 
ART SHAW 
BRASS BANJO BASS PERCUSSION 


RED STANLEY RALPH NAPOLI MACK WALTER STANLEY JOHNSTON 
JIMMY TAYLOR 


Bouquets, Thanks and Best Wishes to Mr. LOU ANGER, Mr. JACQUES ROUSSO, Mr. SAM 
WOLF, Mr. JOSEPH M. SCHENCK, Mr. SID GRAUMAN, and not forgetting my 
dear jriend, who originally sponsored and is greatly responsible for 
the success of the Commanders—Mr. LOUIS K. SIDNEY 
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